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Q.  HORATII   FLACCI 

C AR  M I N  U  M 

LIBER    TERTIUS. 


CARMEN  IV.    Ad  C  ALL  i  OPEN. 

DESCENDS  coelo,  &  die  age  tibia 
Regina  longum  Calliope  melos  j 
Seu  voce  nunc  mavis  acuta  ; 
Seu  lidibus,  citharave  Phoebi. 

Auditis  ? 


Thi*  #de  is  wholly  confecrated  to  Piety.  The  ten  firfl 
Strophes- mexv  the  Happinefs  of  them,  who  live  in"  a  conftant 
Submiflion  to  the  Gdds,  and  the  ten  laft  propofe  the  rigo- 
rous Chaftifement  of  thofe,  who  violate  that  Submiflion. 
Some  modern  Critics,  who  have  found  fo  much  Wandering 
in  our  Author,  are  furprizcd  that  they  do  not  fee  one  irre- 
gular Strophe  in  a  Poem  of  this  Length  ;  the  Poet  hath  ani- 
mated the  whole  with  fo  much  Art  and  Judgement,  as  to  add 
Strength  to  the  Reader's  Attention  in  proportion  as  he  ad- 
Yances. 

Two  Places  in  the  Ode  will  direct  us  very  nearly  to  fix 
Che  Date  of  it.  Horace  mentions  the  Fall  of  a  Tree  bv 
which  he  was  in  Danger  of  being  killed  ;  an  Accident,  that 
happened  in  733.  He  adds,  in  the  thirty-ninth  Verfe,  that 
Auguitus,  fatigued  with  Conqueft,  repofed  himfelf  in  the 
Cave  of  the  iVlufes  ;  but  from  733  there  is  not  any  Year  to 
which  this  may  be  juftly  applied  until  744,  when  Auguitus, 
having  ended  the  Wars  of.  the  Roman  Empire,  (hut  the 
Temple  of  Janus  the  third  and  laft  Time.  SAN. 

V«rf.  i.  Dtj^tndt  (a.L.~\  Horace  rather  goes  to  fearch  for 
3  his 


THE     THIRD 

i.  B 

o    o    Kll 

OF    THE 

ODES 

of  HORACE. 

ODE  IV.     To  CALLIOPE. 

DEfcend  from  Heaven,  and  in  a  lengthen'd  Strain, 
Queen  of  melodious  Sounds,  the  Song  maintain, 
Or  on  the  Voice  high  rais'd,  the  breathing  Flute, 
The  Lyre  of  golden  Tone,  or  fweet  Phcebean  Lute. 

Hark! 


his  Mufe  in  Heaven,  than  on  ParnafTus,  becaufe  it  is  a  Sub- 
jecl  of  Piety,  for  which  he  invokes  her  Affiftance.  He  muft 
celebrate  the  Praifes  of  Auguftus  and  Jupiter,  aad  the  Queen 
of  the  Mufes  can  alone  infpire  him  upon  fuch  a  Theme. 
Calliope  is  here  called  Queen  of  the  Mufes,  becaufe  me 
was  their  eldeft  Sifter ;  from  whence  me  particularly  pre- 
fided  over  heroic  Poetry,  and  was  always  an  Attendant  of 
Kings.  SAW. 

2.  Loxgum  melos.]  This  is  the  longeft  Ode  in  Horace. 
Mr.  Sanadon  thinks,  that  a  Poet  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Poem 
is  little  anxious  for  the  Length  of  it,  and  therefore  longum 
tnelo',  in  his  Opinion,  muft  be  underftood  of  a  Poem,  which 
fhall  live  to  Pofterity,  £>uod  £ff  fame  in  annum  iii^vat  £3*  Blurts, 
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4      Q^IIoRATii  FLACCI  GARMINUM     Lib.  3, 

Auditis  ?  an  me  ludit  amabilia  5 

Infania  ?  audire,  &  videor  pios 
Errare  per  lucos,  amoenae 

Quos  &  aquas  fubcunt,  &  aurae. 
Me  fabulofae  Vulture  in  Appulo, 
Altricis  extra  limen  Apulia;,  10 

Ludo,  fatigatumque  fomno, 

Fronde  nova  puerum  palumbes 
Texere ;  mirum  quod  forct  omnibus, 
Quicunque  celfae  nidum  Acherontiae, 

Saltufque  Bantinos,  5:  arvum  15 

Pingue  tcncnt  hufnilis  Fcrenti  j 
Ut  tuto  ab  atris  corpore  viperis 
Dormircm  &  urfis ;  ut  premcrcr  facra 
Lauroque,  collataque  myrto, 

Non  fine  Dis  animofus  infans.  29 

Vefter, 


5.  Audit  is.]  The  Poet  has  no  fooner  performed  his  Invo- 
cation, but  he  fancies  himfelf  in  the  hallowed  Groves  of  the 
Mules ;  his  Imagination  is  filled  with  rural  Images,  Woods, 
Mountains,  Rivulets,  and  Zephyrs.  He  hears  the  Song 
which  he  demanded,  and  imagines  that  all  the  World  hear* 
it  as  well  as  he.  If  Poetry  be  a  Folly,  it  is  confefiedly  the 
moft  pleafing  of  all  Follies,  and  infinitely  more  eligible 
than  the  cold,  phlegmatic  Wifdom  of  Philofophy.  SAN. 

9.  Me  fabulofft\\    Horace    endeavours   to   perluade   his 
Friends,  by  the  Miracles,  which  the  Mufes  performed  in  his 
Favour  when  he  was  a  Boy,  that  all  this  agreeable  Profpeft 
is  real.     He  begins  therefore  to  number  the  Benefits  for 
which  he  was  indebted  to  them,  and  thus  infenfibly  proceeds 
to  fpcak  of  the  Pardon,  which  he  had  received  by  their 
Means.     He  propofes  himfelf  as  the  firll  Example  of  their 
Protection,  from  whence  he  rifes  to  their  Affeftion  and  Care 
for  Auguftus.  DAC.  SAN. 

10.  A  full*.]  All  the  Syllables  in  Apulia  arc  fhort.    The 

Poets, 


Cd.  4,         THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  5 

Hark  !  the  celeftial  Voice  I  raptur'd  hear  ! 
Or  docs  a  pleafing  Frenzy  charm  my  Ear  ? 
Through  hallow'd  Groves  I  {tray,  where  Streams 

beneath 
From    lucid    Fountains    flow,    and    Zephyrs    balmy 

breathe. 

Fatigu'd  with  Sleep,  and  youthful  Toil  of  Play, 
When  on  a  Mountain's  Brow  reclin'd  I  lay 
Near  to  my  natal  Soil,  around  my  Head 
The  fabled  woodland  Doves  a  verdant  Foliage  fpread  j 

Matter,  be  fure,  of  Wonder  moft  profound 
To  all  the  gazing  Habitants  around, 
Who  dwell  in  Acherontia's  airy  Glades, 
Amid  the  Bantian  Woods,  or  low  Ferentum's  Meads, 

By  Snakes  of  Poifon  black,  and  Beafts  of  Prey, 
That  thus,  in  dewy  Sleep,  unharm'd  I  lay ; 
Laurels  and  Myrtle  were  around  me  pil'd, 
Not  without  guardian  Gods  an  animated  Child. 

Yours, 


Poets,  therefore,  in  fuch  a  Number,  having  a  Right  to 
lengthen  one,  determined  upon  the  fecond.  When  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  the  firft  Syllable  long,  the  Letter  P  was 
doubled,  as  in  the  Yerfe  preceding.  SAN. 

1 1,.  ¥atigatumqne  fomno.~\  The  Tranflation  hath  been, 
jjerhnps,  too  bold  in  following  the  Original  in  an  Expref- 
Jion,  which  requires  feme  Explanation  to  make  it  intelligible. 
Fatigued  ivitb  Sleep  muft  mean  with  an  Inclination  to  Jleep. 
Horace  hath  taken  it  from  Homer,  and  we  find  another 
Jnftance  of  it  in  Tibullus, 

Ilia  meets  fomno  lajjos  patefscit  ccellas, 

14.  Cclfes  nidum  Acberonti .t- J\  Horace  calls  Acheroiltia  a 
B  3  J>icit, 


6      Q.  HORATII  FLACGI  CARMINUM      Lib. 3. 
Vefter,  Camoenas,  vefter  in  arduos 
Toiler  Sabinos  ;  feu  mihi  frigidum 

Prsenefte,  feu  Tibur  fupinum, 
Seu  liquidse  placuere  Bais. 

Veftris  amicum  fontibus,  &  choris,  25 

Non  me  Philippis  verfa  acies  retro, 

Devota  non  extinxit  arbos, 

Nee  Sicula  Palinurus  unda. 
Utcunque  mecum  vos  critis,  libens 
Infanientem  navita  Bofporum  3* 

Tentabo,  &  arentes  arenas 

Litoris  Aflyrii  viator : 

Vifam 


Neft,  becaufe  it  was  fituated  upon  Rocks,  on 'the  Frontier* 
of  Lucania.  Cicero  fays  of  Ulyfies,  fo  powerful  is  the 
Love  of  our  Country,  that  this  wifell  of  the  Greeks  pre- 
ferred his  Ithnca,  fixed,  like  a  Neft,  upon  Rocks,  to  the 
Enjoyment  of  Immortality.  DAC. 

21  Vefter,  Camarn.-r.]  After  a  Beginning  full  of  Fire,  and 
Enthnfiafm,  the  Poet  inftantly  grows  calm,  and  recounts  a 
little  Adventure  of  his  Childhood.  fie  then  raifes  himielf 
with  a  Rapidity  of  Flight,  .and  tranfports  us  with  him  to 
the  Sahine  Hills,  to  Pisenefte,  to  Tibur,  and  Baia:.  To 
this  Flight  fucceeds  a  proper  Repofe.  We  are  conducted 
into  the  Cave  of  the  Mufes,  where  we  find  Auguftus  fur- 
rounded  by  the  GoddeiTes,  and  hear  the  wife  Leflbns  given 
to  that  Prince.  But  immediately  a  Scene  of  lefs  Tranquillity 
demands  our  Attention.  The  Earth  is  overturned  by  the 
Rebellion  of  the  Giants  ;  the  Heavens  are  in  Flames,  and 
the  Gods  appear  in  Arms  for  the  Defence  of  Jupiter.  SAN. 

36.  Nm  me  Pbilippis.'}  The  Poet  here  collefts  three  Fads, 
to  fhew  that  the  Gods  particularly  watched  over  his  Prefer- 
vation.  He  tied  from  the  Battle  of  Philippi  in  712;  He 
Reaped  being  killed  by  the  Fall  of  a  Tree  734 ;  and  He 
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Yours,  I  am  ever  yours,  harmonious  Nine, 
Whether  I  joy  in  Tibur's  Vale  fupine ; 
Whether  I  climb  the  Sabine  Mountain's  Height, 

Or  in  Praenefte's  Groves,  or  Baian  Streams  delight. 

Nor  Tree  devoted,  nor  tempeftuous  Main, 
Nor  flying  Hofts,  that  fwept  Philippi's  Plain 
In  fearful  Rout,  your  filial  Bard  deftroy'd, 
While  in  your  Springs  divine,  and  choral  Sports  he  joy 'd. 

When  by  the  Mufe's  faithful  Guidance  led, 
Or  Lybia's  thirfty  Sands  I'll  fearlefs  tread, 
Or  climb  the  venturous  Bark,  and  launch  from  Shore, 
Though  Bofphorus  arous'd  with  madding  Horrors  roar. 

Nor 


was  preferved  from  Shipwreck,  probably  in  the  Year  716, 
when  he  went  aboard  the  Fleet  with  Maecenas,  to  pafs  over 
into  Sicily  againft  Pompey.  He  never  mentions  any  Danger 
of  Shipwreck  to  which  he  had  been  expofed  in  his  Return 
from  Philippi,  as  Acron  and  foine  Commentators  have 
imagined,  who  fuppofe  him  wandering,  with  a  tedious  and 
uncertain  Voyage,  tbrough-the  Sicilian  Seas,  inftead  of  going 
direftly  to  Brunduiium.  Behdes,  fuch  a  Voyage  muft  have 
been  as  dangerous  as  tedious ;  thofe  Seas  being  covered  with 
the  Fleets  of  Pompey  and  D.omitius,  to  whom  he  was  at 
that  Time  an  Enemy,  by  his  accepting  an  Amnefty  from. 
Octarius.  SAN. 

32.  Li  ton's  djfirii.']  AfTyria,  properly  fpeaking,  is  an  in- 
land Country,  and  far  dillant  from  the  Sea ;  it  is  therefore 
by  the  Poet  ufed  for  Syria,  which  extends  itfelf  along  the 
Shore  as  far  as  Babylon.  Such  Liberties  are  ufual  to  the 
Poets.  DAC.  SAN. 

B4 


S       Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMJNUM     Lib.  3. 

Vifam  Britannos  hofpitibus  feros, 

Et  laetum  equino  fanguine  Concanum  : 

Vifam  pharetratos  Gqlonos,  35 

Et  Scythicum  uiviolatus  r.mnem. 
Vo3  Caefarem  altum,  militia  fnnul 
Feflas  cohortes  reddidit  oppidis, 
Finire  quaerentcm  laborcs, 

Pierio  recreatis  antro.  40 

Voi 

33.  Hofpiillas  feros. 1  Upon  the  Authority  of  the  Scholinft 
Acron,  the  Commentators  believe  that  the  Britons  facriticed 
Strangers  to  the  Gods  ;  and  Torrentius  tells  us,  that  in  his 
Time  they  were  rather  malevolent  than  cruel  to  Foreigners, 
but  that  fuch  a  Difpofition  muft  be  expefted  in  a  People 
fepa rated  from  the  whole  World. 

Mr.  Baxter  very  dexteroufly  applies  thefe  human  Sacri- 
fices to  the  Irifh,  of  whojn  the  Character  he  tells  us  is 
better  to  be  underftood,  and  gives  this  excellent  Reafon  for 
his  Decifion  ;  that  St.  Jerome  (about  three  hundred  Years 
after  this  Ode  was  written)  law  two  Irifhmen  devouring  an 
human  Carcafs  in  Gaul,  tine  de  Hiicrnis  magis  inteUigeudum. 
Santfui  Hieronymus  fcribit  fe  duoi  Scotos  (b.  €>  Hitemos)  in 
Galli a  •vidijfe  humano  cadai'tre  •vefftntti. 

Such  national  Reflexions  ot"  Cruelty,  Stupidity  and*Vice, 
are  ulually  as  weak,  as  they  arc  unjuft.  In  the  prefent  In- 
ftance,  it  were  more  honourable  to  human  Nature  to  deny 
the  Facl  of  human  Sacrifices  in  general,  which,  perhaps, 
might  be  well  fupportcd,  than  to  throw  the  Reproach  and 
Infamy  of  them,  upon  Nations  whom  we  hate,  only  becaufe 
we  have  injured  them,  or  dtfpife  for  that  very  Wretched- 
nefs  to  which  our  Opprefiions  have  reduced  them. 

36  tcyihicum  amren:.']  The  Commentators  here  under- 
ftand  the  Tanais,  but  the  Poet  feems  rather  to  fpeak  of  the 
Cafpir.n  Soa.  which  is  alfo  called  ScytkicHsJixut.  The  Latins, 
in  Imiiation  of  the  Greeks,  make  ufe  of  the  Word  dmtris 
i nflc ad  of  Mart.  DAC. 

37,  I'cf  Co-ferem."}  Horace  opens  here  the  real  Defign  of 
the  Cde.  After  having  thanked  the  Mufes  for  their  Care 
of  his  Prefcrvition.  and  declared  his  entire  Confidence  in 
|hem,  he  fliews  that  their  Counfels  infpired  .Auguftus  with 
the  Lenity  by  which  he  pardoned  his  Enemies,  while  thnt 
Prince  appears  the  iectmd  Inilante  of  their  protecting 
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Nor  Britons,  of  inhofpitable  Strain, 

Nor  quiver'd  Scythians,  nor  the  Cafpian  Main, 

Nor  he,  who  joyous  quaffs  the  tfcirfty  Bowl, 

Streaming  with  Horfes'  Blood,  fhall  fhake  my  daunt- 

lefs  Soul. 

When  Caefar,  by  your  forming  Arts  infpir'd, 
Chearful  difbands  Jiis  Troops,  of  Conqueft  tir'd, 
And  yields  to  willing  Peace  his  laurel'd  Spoils, 

In  the  Pierian  Cave  you  charm  the  Hero's  Toils  ; 

Gracious 

4Itum.~\  Mr.  Dacier  and  Sanadon,  in  Oppoiition  to  all 
the  Commentators,  agree  that  this  Epithet  is  here  ufcd  for 
jllumnus,  that  it  refers  to  Aim,?  in  the  forty-fecond  Line, 
and  that  they  are  both  derived  from  the  Verb  alere.  Mr. 
Dacier  thinks  it  muft  have  been  more  glorious,  and  more 
pleafmg  to  Auguftus,  to  be  called,  as  it  were  tlie  Child  of 
the  Mufes,  than  to  have  been  honoured  with  any  Title  of 
meer  human  Greatnefs  ;  and  although  he  acknowledges, 
that  Virgil  has  given  this  Epithet  to  Sarpedon  and  Apollo, 
yet  he  affirms,  that  it  is  neither  awful  nor  majeftic  enough 
to  exprefs  excelfus,  or  nobilis. 

38.  Fc/Jas  cohorts;  reddidit  oppuiisJ]  It  is  a  noble  Encomium 
of  Auguftus,  that  he  was  fatigued  with  Conqueft,  which  he 
was  always  willing  to  end  by  an  honourable  Peace.  Pifo 
having  happily  terminated  the  Thracian  War  in  743,  Auguf- 
tus returned  to  Rome  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  follow- 
ing, with  Tiberius  and  Drufus,  who  had  reduced  the  Ger- 
mans, the  DacianS;  and  other  Nations  bordering  upon  the 
Danube.  The  Empire  being  thus  at  Peace,  Auguitus  exe- 
cuted a  Decree  of  the  Senate  to  fhut  the  Temple  of  Janus. 
This  naturally  fuppofes  the  diibanding  of  his  Armies,  of 
which  Horace  fpeascs.  SAN. 

ReJdiJitJ]  This  Reading  appears  in  a  large  number  of 
'excellent  Manufcripts  j  melior  ommno  lettio  eji,  quam  neque 
faiiciercs  nsqus  dtfcriores  codices  exhibent.  Tacitus  exprefies 
himfelf  in  the  fame  manner;  Prtsfori-tokcrtet  Penatibus  fids 
reddantur  ....  Heddita  civitatibtts  Gallorum  auxiha.  Abdi- 
dit  might  be  better  applied  to  Cowards,  who  not  daring  to 
appear  in  the  Field,  {hut  themfelves  up  in  their  Cities. 
An  Exprefllon  thus  ambiguous  is  vicious,  and  unworthy  of 
Jioraco.'  BENT.  SAN. 

40.  Pierio  recreatls  antr~.~\  This  Cave,  confecrated  to  the 

Mufcs, 


io     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMWVM     Lib.  3. 

Vos  lene  confilium  &  datis,  &  dato 
Gaudetis  almae.     Scimus  ut  impios 
Titanas,  immanemque  turmam 

Fulm'me  fuftulerit  caduco, 

Qui  tcrram  incrtem,  qui  mare  lemperat  45 

Ventofum,  &  umbras,  rcgnague  triftia, 
Divofque,  mortalefquc  turbas 

Imperio  regit  unus  ;equo. 
Magnum  ilia  terrorem  intulcrat  Jpvi 
Fidens  juventus  horrid  a  brachiis,  50 

Fratrcfquc  tendentes  opaco 
Pelion  impofuiffe  Olympo. 

Scd 


Mufes,  poetically  reprefer.t.s  to  us  the  Study  of  the  Scicnc'-s, 
which  polilh  and  refine  the  Underilanding.  Auguftus  had 
fo  great  a  Paflion  for  Letters,  that  he  always  propofed  fome 
Queflions  of  Krudition  to  the  Learned  whom  he  invited  to 
his  Table.  Suetonius  hath  preferred  a  Fragment  of  a  Let- 
ter  which  he  wrote  to  Tiberius.  Vale,  jucundijpme  Tiberi,  & 
rem  feliciter  gere,  jj^J  xx]  tout  Mas-si^  <rt*~r,yuv.  Farewel, 
my  dear  Tiberius,  and  may  you  be  ever  fuccefsful  in  fight- 
ing for  me,  and  for  the  IVlufes.  DAC. 
4.1.  Vos  lene  ccnftlium."}  It  is  rare,  fays  Mr.  Dacier,  to  find 
9.  cruel  or  vindictive  Temper  among  the  Lovec?  of  the  Mu- 
fes. Education  foftens  the  Heart,  and  infpircs  the  Senti- 
ments of  Moderation  and  Lenity.  Auguttus  had  given 
many  Proofs  of  fuch  a  Temper  He  pardoned  Quintus 
Callus,  con^vifted  of  having  attempted  his  Life.  He  for 
three  Days  oppofed  the  Edi|t  of  Profcription,  and  prefervcd 
many  of  his  Enemies  from  the  l;ury  of  his  Collegues.  He 
received  Mefiala  into  his  Friendihip,  made  him  Lieutenant 
to  Agrippa  in  the  War  of  Sicily,  and  afterwards  Conful. 
He  not  only  honoured  Julius  Antonius,  the  Son  of  the 
Triumvir,  With  the  Prsutorfliip  and  Confulfhip,  but  mar- 
ried him  to  Marcella,  one  ot  the  Daughters  of  his  Sifter 
Oclavia.  It  was  worthy,  fays  Velleius  Paterculus,  both  of 
the  fortune  and  Clemency  of  Ca-far,  that  not  one  of  all 
thofe  who  took  up  Anns  againft  him,  were  ever  put  to 
Death  liy  him,  or  by  hib  Command.  SAX. 
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Gracious  from  you  the  lenient  Councils  flow,  ,  \fj$ 
Which  bid  the  Hero  fpare  his  proftrate  Foe  ; 
For  Caefar  rules  like  Jove,  whofe  equal  Sway 

The  ponderous  Mafs  of  Earth,  and  ftormy,  Seas  obey. 
O'er  Gods  and  Mortals,  o'er  the  dreary  Plains, 
And  fhadowy  Ghofts,  fupremely  juft  he  reigns, 
But,  dreadful  in  his  Wrath,  to  Hell  purfued, 

With  falling  Thunders  dire,  the  fierce  Titanian  Brood, 
Whofe  horrid  Youth,  elate  with  impious  Pride, 
Unnumber'd,  on  their  fmewy  Force  relied  ; 
Mountain  on  Mountain  pil'd  they  rais'd  in  Air, 

And  fhook  the  Throne  of  Jove,  and  bad  the  Thun- 
derer fear. 

But 


42.  Scitnus  ut  itnpiosJ]  There  is  not  perhaps  a  more  re- 
jnarkable  Inftance  than  this,  of  that  want  of  Connection 
peculiar  to  Lyric  Poetry. 

It  might  have  appeared  too  bold  to  have  regularly  antf. 
openly  equalled  Auguftus  to  the  Sovereign  of  the  Gods  in 
the  higheft  Aft  of  his  Power  ;  the  Poet  therefore  only  di- 
refts  the  Reader,  or  rather  obliges  him  to  make  the  Com- 
parifon,  and  to  acknowledge  that  the  Clemency  of  Carfar 
does  not  proceed  from  his  Weaknefs  to  punifh.  The  Com- 
mentators difagrec  in  explaining  the  Paflage,  and,  in  gene- 
ral, feem  very  little  fenfible  of  the  Spirit  and  Beauty  of  the 
Tranfition. 

46.  Et  uKibras."]  Dr.  Bentley,  with  no  unhappy  Conjec- 
ture, reads  umbras  inftead  of  urlrs,  which  is  included  in 
nortalefque  turbas  ;  or,  perhaps,  the  Reader  may  prefer  Dr. 
Wade's  Alteration  ventofaue  &  imbres. 

48.  Imferio  regit  ttnus  esquo^\  The  Heathen  Theology 
taught,  that  there  were  three  Gods  equal  in  Dignity,  who 
had  each  their  appointed  Demaine,  over  which  they  reign- 
ed with  fovereign  Authority  ;  that  this  Diviiion  was  decor- 
mined  by  Lot  j  that  the  great  Empire  of  the  Seas  was  gi- 
ven to  Neptune;  the  Dominion  of  all  the  infernal  World 
lo  Pluto,  and  the  vail  Extent  of  Heaven  and  Earth  to  Ju- 
piter. 


12   Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM      Lib.  3. 

Sed  quid  Typhoeus,  &  validus  Mimas, 
Aut  quid  minacJ  Porphyrion  ftatu, 

Quid  Rhoetus,  evulfifquc  truncis  $5 

Enceladus  jaculator  audax, 
Contra  fonantem  Palladia  srgida 
PofTent  ruentes  ?  Hinc  avidus  ftctit 
Vulcanus  ;  hinc  Matrona  Juno,  & 

Nunquam  humcris  pofiturus  arcum,  6« 

Q»ii  rore  pure  Caftaliae  lavit 
Crincs  folutos,  qui  Lyciae  tenet 
Dumeta,  natalemque  fylvam, 
Delius  &  Patarcus  Apollo. 

Vi* 


piter.  But  Horace  refutes  this  abfurd  Divinity,  and  ac- 
knowledges one  lupreme  Deity,  to  whom  Earth  and  Sea, 
Heaven  and  Hell,  Gods  and  Men  are  fubjeft.  DAC. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  Mr.  Dacier  could  as  well  de- 
fend the  Poet  in  his  Defcription  of  this  fovereign  Deity, 
whom  he  reprefents  fo  deeply  terrified  by  the  Giants,  and 
needing  the  Alliltance  of  the  other  Gods  to  fupport  his  Om- 
nipotence. How  very  different  is  the  Image  ot  the  fupremc 
Being  in  Milton's  Eattle  of  the  Angels  ? 

War  fecm'd  a  civil  Game 

To  this  Uproar  ;  horrid  Confufion  hcap'd 
Upon  Confufion  rofe ;  and  now  all  Heaven 
Had  gone  to  Wreck,  with  Ruin  overfpread, 
Had  not  th'AImighty  Father,  where  he  fits 
Shrin'd  in  his  Sancluary  of  Heaven  fecufe, 
Confulting  on  the  Sum  of  Things,  forefeen 
This  Tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advis'd. 

59.  Matrona  Juno.']  The  Roman  or  Matrona  Juno  is  here 
introduced  by  the  Poet  fupporting  the  Empire  of  Heaven,  in 
Compliment  to  her,  as  Patronefs  and  Proteftrefs  of  his 
Country.  In  ancient  Gems  and  Marbles  Ihc  is  alwavs  re- 
prefented  in  a  modeft  Drefs,  as  the  Juno  Regina,  and  Juno 
Moueta,  in  a  magnificent.  She  is  covered  with  a  long 
Robe,  like  that  of  the  PvOman  Matrons,  who  held  it  fcun- 

dalous 
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But  what  could  Mimas,  of  enormous  Might, 
Typhceus  or  Porphyrion's  threatening  Height, 
Or  bold  Enceladus  fierce-darting  far 
The  Trunks  of  Trees  uptorn,  dire  Archer  of  the  War, 

To  fage  Minerva's  clafhing  Shield  oppofe 
Although  with  headlong  Rage  infpir'd  they  rofe  ? 
While  Vulcan  here  in  Flames  devour'd  his  Way, 
There  Matron  Juno  flood*  and  there  the  God  of  Day, 

Refolv'd,  till  he  had  quell'd  th'afpiring  Foe, 
Never  to  lay  afide  th'  unerring  Bow ; 
Who  the  pure  Dews  of  fair  Caftalia  loves, 

There   bathes  his  flowing  Hair,  and  haunts  his  natal 

Groves. 

Ill-counfell'd  Force,  by  its  own  native  Weight, 
Headlong  to  Ruin  falls ;  with  happier  Fate 
While  the  good  Gods  upraife  the  juft  Defign, 

But  bold,    unhallow'd   Schemes  purfue  with  Wrath 
divine. 

This 


dalous  to  have  any  Part  uncovered  but  their  Faces.  The 
Figures  of  the  Roman  Empreffes  were  often  formed  under 
this  Character  of  Juno.  Mr.  Spence's  Polymetis. 

60.  Nunquam  bumeris  pcjlturus  arcum.]  Mr.  Dacier  thinks 
it  a  fine  Manner  of  calling  Apollo  immortal,  to  fay  that, 
He  Jball  net'fr  lay  afede  his  Quiver  ;  and  Mr.  Sanadon  tran- 
flates  it,  God  of  the  Jhining  Quiver.  This  Tranflation  hatlv 
chofen  another  Manner  of  explaining  the  Expreffion,  which 
feems  more  truly  to  conttrue  the  Sentence,  and  reprefents 
the  God  in  a  beautiful  Oppofition  of  Character  between  his 
Terrors  in  War,  and  his  i)iverfions  in  Peace. 


14    Q._HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 
Vis  confili  expers  mole  ruit  fua  :  65 

Vim  temperatam  Di  quoque  provehunt 
In  majus  :  idem  odere  vires 

Omrte  nefas  animo  moventes. 
Teftis  mearum  centknaims  Gyas 
Sententiarum  notus,  &  integrse  70 

Tentator  Orion  Dianac, 

Virginei  domitus  fagitta. 
Injecla  monftris  Terra  dolet  fuis  ; 
Mceretquc  partus  fulmine  luridum 

Miflbs  ad  Orcum  ;  nee  peredit  i       75 

Impofitam  celer  ignis  ./Etnam  ; 
Incontinent!  s  nee  Tityi  jecur 
Relinquit  ales,  nequitiae  additus 
Cuftos :  amatorem  trecentae 

Pirithoum  cohibent  catenae.  &• 

CARMEN 


65.  Vis  ccnfJi  expert.]  This  moral  Strophe  is  happily  intro- 
duced after  the  bold,  animated  Defcription  of  the  laft  Lines. 
It  recalls  the  Reader  to  the  general  Defign  of  the  Ode, 
which  he  might  have  loft  fight  of  in  fo  long  a  Poem.  SAN. 

67.  Odere  viru.]  Vires  is  here  ufed  for  famines  'viribut 
fra-jlantes ;  a  manner  of  Expreffion  too  hardy  for  a  Tran- 
ftation.  In  the  ninth  Ode  of  the  fourth  Book  we  (hall  find 
another  Inltance  of  this  Kind  ;  £/?  animus  tibi,  Conful  non 
u*ius  anni,  which  Torreniius,  Mr.  J)acier,  and  Mr.  Le 
Fevre,  condemn  as  too  bold,  even  for  Lyric  Poetry.  Dr. 
Bcntley,  for  the  Honour  of  Horace,  cujvs  Honos  nobis  eft 
cord,  hath  amafled  a  number  of  Quotations,  in  which  the 
Mind  is  reprefented  as  a  Perfon.  Animus  Rex,  Carnifex, 
Projcriftor,  ^eculnttr.  Cerhr,  Retfor,  Dominin*  &c.  Since 
Mr.  Dacier  did  not  diiapprove  of  the  firft  of  thele  Expref- 
fions,  he  ought  not  to  have  condemned  the  (econd. 
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This  Truth  fhall  hundred-handed  Gyas  prove, 
And  warm  Orion,  who  with  impious  Love 
Tempting  the  Goddefs  of  the  Sylvan  Scene, 
Was  by  her  Virgin  Darts,  gigantic  Victim  !  flain. 

On  her  own  MonFrers  hurl'd  with  hideous  Weight, 
Fond  Mother  Earth  deplores  her  Offspring's  Fate, 
By  ThundefS  dire  to  livid  Orcus  doofti'd, 
-Nor  Fire  can  force  its  Way-through  ^Etna  unconfuitf'df, 

Such  are  the  Pains  to  lawlefe  Luft  decreed  j 
On  Tityos'  growing  Liver  Vulturs  feed 
With  Rage  ungorg'd,  while  Pluto  ftern  detains 
His  amorous  Rival  bound  in  thrice  an  hundred  Chains. 


78.  NequitifC  additus  citjios.~\  Nequitia  may  fignify  Impifc. 
dence  or  Immodeity. 

Jandcm  Kequiti<e  pone  wcdum  tu&. 

At  length  put  an  End  to  this  infair.ous  Life. 
The  Poet  ufes  additm  for  adfxus,  and  cujici  for  tsrtrr. 

Additus  Tityo  xuftos  proffer  ttsguifiam.  SAN', 

.  79.  Amatorerii  trecentee  PiritboumJ]  The  Word  Aw  a  tore*;;, 
forms  the  whole  Beauty  of  this  Strophe,  and  contains  the 
whole  Story  of  Pirithous.  I)AC. 


CARMEN  V.  AUGUSTI  LAUDES. 

COELO  tonantem  credidimus  Jovem 
Regnare  :  prsefens  Divus  habebitur 
Auguftus,  adje&is  BritanniS 

Imperio,  gravibufquc  Perfis. 


Milefne 


When  our  Poet  fpeaks  in  fuch  pompous  Terms  of  the 
Reduction  of  Britain  and  Parthia,  it  is  oy  no  means  the 
Language  of  Flatten'.  To  difarm  his  Enemies  without 
attacking  them,  is  to  be  more  an  Hero,  than  the  Conque- 
ror, who  fpreads  C'arnage  and  Defolation  round  him. 
Thefe  two  Victories  of  Auguftus  are  joined  together  by  the 
Poet,  for  their  Refemblance  in  Kind,  although  there  wer« 
fix  or  feven  Years  between  them.  But  he  only  mentions 
the  Conqueft  of  Britain,  and  dwells  particularly  upon  the 
Reduction  of  Parthia,  for  the  Joy  that  it  occafioned  through 
the  whole  Roman  People,  who  now  faw  themfelves  re- 
venged for  the  fhameful  Defeat  of  Craflus,  the  Dimonour 
of  which  had  continued  three  and  thirty  Years. 

Auguftus  returned  to  Rome  from  his  Eaftern  Expedition 
in  October  735,  when  probably  this  Ode  was  written.  SAN. 

Verf.  i.  Calo  tonantem.]  '\  he  Beauty  of  this  Comparifon 
confifts  in  raifmg  the  Character  of  Auguftus  without  leflen- 
ing  that  of  Jupiter.  When  the  Poet  fays  cre<ti£mvs  in 
fpeaking  of  Jupiter,  and  habebitur  in  fpeaking  of  Auguftus, 
his  Expreffion  is  perfeaiy  exaft.  The  nrft  was  an  ancient 
J)eky,  the  other  (hall  be  worihipped  as  a  God  by  future 
Ages.  Mr.  Sanadon  thinks  that  pro-Jens  does  not  fignify 
prefent  or  wfible,  but  favourable  or  propitious t  and  that  it  is 
not  put  in  Oppofition  to  ceclo,  but  tonantfm.  We  find  pr<t- 
fentes  Dr-ivs  in  Virpil,  and  j>r*rfentia  Numina  in  Horace. 

Habfbitiir.]  The  great  Difficulty  of  this  Pafiage  confifts 
in  the  Time  babebitur ;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Romans 
bad  paid  divine  Honour*  to  Auguftui  before  his  Voyage 

to 
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ODE  V.     THE  PRAISES  OF  AUGUSTUS. 

DREAD  Jove  in  Thunder  fpeaks  his  juft  Domain ; 
On  Earth  a  prefent  God  ftiall  Caefar  reign, 
Since  World-divided  Britain  owns  his  Sway, 
And  Parthia's  haughty  Sons  his  high  Behefts  obey. 

o 


to  Britain.  Whence  is  it  then  that  Horace  fays,  He  mall 
be  worshipped  as  a  God  after  having  fubdued  the  Parthians 
and  Britons  ? 

Auguftus  would  not  permit  any  Temples  to  be  raifed  to 
him  in  Rome,  nor  even  in  the  Provinces,  but  upon  Condi- 
tion, that  Rome  mould  fhare  thofe  Honours  with  him. 
In  nulla  prwincia  nlji  communi  fui  Romtfque  nomine  temp/a  re- 
cepit.  SUETON.  This  is  confirmed  by  an  ancient  Medal, 
ftruck  by  the  Cities  of  Afia  On  one  Side  is  the  Head  of 
Auguftus ;  on  the  other  a  Temple  with  this  Infcription  upon 
the  Frontifpiece,  ROM./E  &  AVG.  Horace  therefore 
feems  to  allude  to  this  Modefty  of  the  Emperor,  as  if  he 
had  faid ;  Auguftus  will  not  yet  allow  us  to  acknowledge 
Him  a  God  in  Rome,  but,  fince  he  hath  added  the  Par- 
thians and  Britons  to  his  Empire,  it  (hall  be  no  longer  in 
his  Power  to  hinder  us.  His  Divinity  mall  be  univerfally 
confefled.  Temples  fhall  be  raifed  to  Him  in  Rome  as  in 
the  Provinces,  and  the  Roman  People  fhall  foon  pay  thofe 
divine  Honours  in  public,  which  they  now  render  to  him 
in  private.  DAC. 

3.  Adjeftis  Britannis.~]  We  have  already  fpoken  in  the 
ninth  Ode  of  the  fecond  Book  of  the  Expedition  of  Au- 
guftus againft  the  Parthians.  Strabo  informs  us,  that  the 
Princes  of  Britain  gained  his  Friendship  by  their  Embaffies 
and  Submiflions.  They  carried  their  Prefents  into  the  Ca- 
pitol, and  made  the  Roman  People  Matters  of  their  whole 
Ifland.  Thus,  although  the  Romans  never  triumphed  for 
the  Conqueft  of  Britain,  yet  Auguftus  was  confidered  as 
having  fubdued  it. 

VOL.  II.  C 


i8    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM.     Lib.  3. 
MUefne  Craffi  conjuge  barbara  5 

Turpis  maritus  vixit  ?  &  hoftium 
(Proh  Patria,  inveriique  mores  !) 
Confenuit  fpcerorum  in  armis 
Sub  rege  Medo,  Marfus,  &  Appulus, 
Anciliorum,  nominis  &  togae  10 

Oblitus,  aeternseque  Veftar, 

Incolumi  Jove,  &  urbe  Roma  ? 

Hoc 


5.  Milefne  CraJ/t.]  The  Poet  paints  the  Defeat  of  CraiTus, 
and  the  Cowardice  of  the  Romans  in  thefe  vivid  Colours, 
that  he  may  raife  the  Glory  of  Auguitus,  who,  byfubduing 
theParthians,  had  effaced  that  Igi.ominy,which  fo  many  Years 
had  covered  the  Roman  Name.  DAC. 

6.  Corjuge  barbarc  turpis  maritus  ]   It  was  a  double  In- 
famy to  a  Roman  Soldier  to  marry  a  foreign  Woman,  and 
by  iuch  an  Alliance  to  confound  the  Blood  of  Rome  with 
that  of  her  Enemies.     Setjuiturqut,   nefas  !  JEgyptia  Conjux. 
Virg      We  may  remark  here  that  the  Phrafe  is  uncommon, 
Turpis  ionjuge  I  arbor  a  for  mar  it  us  Barbara  (onjugis.     Cum  is 
to  be  underitood.  SAN. 

7.  Patria  ]  A  late  Commentator  hath  taken  thii  Read- 
Ing  frQm  an  ancient   Manuicript,    and    the  Expreflion  is 
more  ftrong  as  well  as  more  natural  than  Curia.     The  Sol- 
dier, of  Craflus,  bv  yielding  to  the  Farthians,  had  (lifted 
in  their  Hearts  the  l^ove  of  their  Country,  that  moft  power- 
ful PaiFion  in  a  truly  Roman  .^-oul.  SAN. 

8.  Confenuit  focerorum  in  armis.]  Since  it  cannot  be  proved 
by  any  Author,  that  the  Soldiers  of  Craffiis   ever   carried 
Arms  in  the  Parthian  Troops,  according  to  the  common 
Reading  armis,  Heinfius,  and  Fabcr  propofe  a  conjectural 
Correction  Arvis,  which  hr.s  beer,  received  by  Doctor  Bent- 
ley,   Mr.  Cuningham,  and  Sanndon      We  know,  indeed, 
that  the  Ar.cicnts  ufually  employed  their  Prifoners,  taken 
in  War,  in  tending  their  Flocks  or  cultivating  their  Land?, 


Od.  5.        THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  19 

O  Name  of  Country,  once  how  facred  deem'd  ! 
O  fad  Reverfe  of  Manners,  once  efteem'd  ! 
While  Rome  her  ancient  Majefly  maintain'd, 
And  in  his  Capitol  while  Jove  imperial  reign'd, 

Could  they  to  foreign  Spoufals  meanly  yield, 
Whom  Craffus  led  with  Honour  to  the  Field  ? 
Have  they,  to  their  Barbarian  Lords  allied, 
Grown  old  in  hoftile  Arms  beneath  a  Tyrant's  Pride, 

Bafely  forgetful  of  the  Roman  Name, 
The  Heaven-defcended  Shields,  the  Veftal  Flame, 
That  wakes  eternal,  and  the  peaceful  Gown, 
Thofe  Emblems,  which  the  Fates  with  boundlefs  Em- 
pire crown? 

When 


.         decider e  noli ; 

Serviet  utiliter  :  fine  pa/cat  durus  aretque.       HOR.  Epift. 

Kill  not  the  Slave,  who  may  forae  Profit  yield, 

Of  Strength  to  guard  your  Flocks,  or  plow  your  Field. 

Yet  this  negative  Authority  is  not  fufficient  to  alter  the  Text, 
in  Oppofition  to  all  the  Manufcripts,  meerly  becaufe  Hifto- 
lians  do  not  inform  us,  that  thefe  Prifoners  foughr  in  the 
Parthian  Armies.  Perhaps,  it  were  equally  difficult  to 
prove  their  Alliance  with  their  Conquerors,  and  if  we  do 
not  contradia  the  Poet  in  this  Fadk,  it  feems  more  reaion- 
able,  that  they  mould  be  the  Soldiers,  than  continue  the 
Slaves  of  their  Fathers-in-Law.  Nor  is  it  eafy  to  account 
for  the  Reproach  of  living  fub  rege  Medo,  under  the  Tyranny 
of  a  Median  King,  if  they  were  the  Slaves  of  private  Per- 
fons. 

10.  Anciliorum,  nomiiis,  &  tog*.]  The  Poet  aggravates 

the  Cowardice  of  the  Romans  by  this  very  ftrong  Reflexion, 

C  .2  that 


so     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMIKUM    Lib.  3. 

Hoc  caverat  mens  provida  Reguli 
Diflentientis  conditionibus 

Foedis,  &  exemplo  trahenti  15 

Pernicicm  veniens  in  aevum, 
Si  non  periret  imroiferabilis 
Captiva  pubes.     Signa  ego  Punicis 
Affixa  delubris,  &  arma 

Militibus  fine  caede,  dixit,  2O 

Derepta  vidt :  vidi  ego  civium 
Retorta  tergo  brachia  libero, 
Portafque  non  claufas,  &  arva 
Marte  coli  populata  noftro. 

Auro 


that  they  had  forgotten  the  facred  Bucklers,  the  Roman 
Habit  and  Name,  and  Vefta's  eternal  Fire ;  as  if  they  had 
renounced  that  divine  Protection  and  univerfal  Empire, 
which  was  promifed  to  them  by  thefe  facred  Pledges. 

13.  Hoc  caverat  memj]  It  is  probable,  that  fome  Perfons, 
jealous  of  the  Glory  of  Auguftus,  had  made  fome  ill- 
natured  Comparifon  between  his  Character  and  that  of  Re- 
gulus,  by  whofe  Advice  the  Prifoners  had  been  abandoned, 
as  a  PuniQimcnt  of  their  Cowardice.  Horace  on  the  con- 
trary fliews,  that  this  Prince  entered  perfectly  into  the  Sen- 
timents of  that  ancient  Roman.  After  having  conftantly 
refufed  for  fo  many  Years  to  redeem  the  Prifon.Ts  and 
Enfigns  by  Treaty  or  Exchange,  the  Glory  of  his  Arms 
and  the  Terror  of  his  Name  had  alone  recovered  the  Ho- 
nour of  Rome  in  fubduing  her  Enemies,  and  refloring  her 
Citizens.  DAC. 

17.  Si  non  periret  initoiferabilis  ]  An  Exchange  of  Pri- 
foners  might  be  of  dangerous  Example  to  Pofterity.  The 
Soldier}-  might  rather  chufe  to  preferve  their  Lives,  by 
yielding  themielves  Prifoners,  than  hazard  the  Lofs  of  them 
by  fighting.  DAC. 

W« 
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When  Regulus  refufed  the  Terms  of  Peace 
Inglorious,  He  forefaw  the  deep  Difgrace, 
Whofe  foul  Example  fhould  in  Ruin  end, 
And  even  to  lateft  Times  our  baffled  Arms  attend, 

Unlefs  the  captive  Youth  in  fervile  Chains 

Should  fall  unpitied.     In  the  Punic  Fanes 

Have  I  not  feen,  the  Patriot  Captain  cried, 

The  Roman  Enfigns  fix'd  in  monumental  Pride  ? 

I  faw  our  Arms  refign'd  without  a  Wound  ; 
The  free-born  Sons  of  Rome  in  Fetters  bound; 
The  Gates  of  Carthage  open,  and  the  Plain, 
Late  by  our  War  laid   Wafte,  with  Culture  cloth'd 
again. 

Ranfom'd 


We  might  believe  that  Horace  hath  ufed  an  Iambic  Mea- 
fure  in  the  third  Foot  of  this  Line,  as  is  common  with  the 
Grecian  Poets,  but  as  the  Latins  did  not  allow  themfelves 
all  the  Liberties  of  the  Greek  Poetry,  it  feems  more  pro- 
bable, that  the  laft  Syllable  of  periret  is  made  long,  as  it 
is  a  Casfura  ;  not  is  it  the  only  Inftance  of  this  Licence,  in 
'the  Alcaic  Verfe,  which  we  find  in  Horace.  SAN. 

1 8.  Signa  ego  Pi*nicis.~\  This  Change  of  the  Speakers  is 
boldly  fpirited,  and  yet  the  Tranfition  is  eafy.  Cicero  tells 
us,  that  Regulus  refufed  to  fpeak  in  the  Senate,  becaufe  he 
confidered  hirrfelf  as  degraded  from  the  Dignity  of  that 
Houfe.  Sententiam  in  jenptu  dicere  recufawit.  He  refufed 
to  take  his  Rank  among  the  Senators,  or  to  deliver  his 
Opinion  in  Right  of  that  Rank,  yet  he  might  have  given 
hi?  Advice  to  the  Senate,  and  then  expecled  their  Determi- 
nation. DAC. 

20.  Sine  c#de  ]  Regulus  could  not  blame  the  Soldiers  for 
being  made  Fiifoners,  fmce  he   was  himfeif    in  the   fame 
Condition ;  but  he  reproaches   them  for   having  loft   their 
Liberty  without  attempting  to  defend  themfelves.       TORR. 

21.  Civiuntterzp  krackia  iikero.]  It  was  cuftoinary  to  bind 

C  3  * 


22     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib.  3. 
Auro  repenfus  fcilicet  acrior  25 

Miles  redibit  ?  flagitio  additis 
Damnum  :  neque  amiflbs  colores 

Lana  refert  medicata  fuco ; 
Nee  vera  virtus,  quum  femel  excidit, 
Curat  reponi  deterioribus.  30 

'  Si  pugnat  extricata  denfis 

Cerva  plagis,  erit  ille  fortis, 
Qui  perfidis  fe  credidit  hoftibus  i 
Et  Marte  Poenos  proteret  altero, 

Qui  lora  reftri&is  lacertis  35 

Senfit  iners,  timuitque  mortem. 

Hie, 


a  Prifoner's  Arms  behind  him,  of  which  we  find  fcveral 
Inftances  in  Homer  and  Virgil.  The  Beauty  of  this  Paf- 
fage  confifts  in  the  fevere  ana  violent  Sarcafm  of  the  Words 
Koero  tergo  and  di-ium,  as  if  they  were  the  free-born  Citi- 
zens of  Rome,  even  in  die  Moment  when  they  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  bound. 

24.  Et  ar<va  Marte  coli  populate  nojiro.]  At  once  to  raife 
the  Courage  and  Indignation  of  the  Romans,  Regulus  tells 
them,  that  the  Carthaginians  were  fo  perfuaded  of  their 
Weaknefs,  that  although  the  War  was  not  finiOied,  they 
lived  as  if  in  perfeft  Peace,  and  even  cultivated  thofe  Lands, 
which  he  himfelf  had  laid  waite.  DAC. 

27.  Neque  amtfos  colores.]  This  Paflage  is  really  difficult : 
no  wonder  therefore  that  it  has  been  varioufly  explained. 
Wool,  when  Ihined  with  a  bafer  Purple,  medicata  fuco*  ne- 
ver can  recover  its  original  Brightnefs ;  and  Courage,  once 
failing  in  the  Soldier's  Breall,  will  never  be  reftored.  It 
fcorns,  nee  carat,  to  refume  the  Place,  rcfoni,  of  which 
it  was  difpofleit  by  Cowardice,  detcricribui \  2 

The 
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Ranfom'd,  perhaps^  with  nobler  Senfe  of  Fame 

The  Soldier  may  return Ye  purchafe  Shame. 

When  the  fair  Fleece  imbibes  the  Dyer's  Stain 
Its  native  Colour  loft  it  never  mall  regain, 

And  Valour,  failing  in  the  Soldier's  Breaft, 
Scorns  to  refume  what  Cowardice  pofleft. 
If  from  the  Toils  efcap'd  the  Hind  fhall  turn 
J'ierce  on  her  Hunters,  He  the  proftrate  Foe  may  fpiiirt 

In  fecond  Fight,  who  felt  the  Fetters  bind 

His  Arms  enflav'd  ;  who  tamely  hath  refign'd 

His  Sword  unftain'd  with  Blood ;  who  might  have 

died, 
Yet  on  a  faithlefs  Foe*  with  abject  Soul>  relied  ; 

Who 


The  Tranflator  acknowledges  he  never  underftood  this 
very  difficult  Paflage,  and  is  obliged  to  a  Gentleman  of 
Diltinftion  for  the  prefent  Explanation  of  it. 

33.  Perfidii  fe  credidit  bojlibus.~\  Credidit  is  Oppofed  to 
perjidis.  One  marks  the  Confidence  of  the  Roman  Soldiers ; 
the  other  the  Perfidy  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  fame  Fi- 
gure of  Opposition  is  happily  employed  in  the  following 
Lines  between  mortem  and  vitam,  pacem  and  duello.  This 
iail  Expreffion  is  remarkable.  Mi/cere  pacem  duello  is  to 
tnake  Terms  of  Peace  and  Competition,  even  in  the  A&ion 
pf  War,  and  Sword  in  Hand. 


*4    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib.  3. 
Hie,  uncle  vitam  fumeret  infcius, 
Pacem  duello  mifcuit.     O  pudor  ! 
O  magna  Carthago,  probrofis 

Altior  Italia;  ruinis  !  A& 

Fertur  pudicae  conjugis  ofculum, 
Parvofque  natos,  ut  capitis  minor, 
A  fe  removifle,  &  virilem 

Torvus  humi  pofuifle  vultum  j 

Donee  labantes  confilio  Patres  45 

Firmaret  auftor  nunquam  alias  dato, 
Interque  moerentes  amicos 

Egregius  properaret  exul. 
Atqui  fciebat  quas  fibi  barbarus 

Tortor  pararet :  non  aliter  tamen  50 

Dimovit  obftantes  propinquos, 
Et  populum  reditus  morantem, 

Quam 


37.  Hie,  unde  vitam  fitment.]  It  were  a  fevere  Inveflive 
to  tell  a  Soldier,  he  knew  no  other  Way  of  preferving  his 
Life,  than  by  aflcing  Quarter  of  his  Enemy,  even  when 
he  was  armed  to  repulfe  or  conquer.  Dodtor  Bentley  ai- 
fures  us,  that  ten  Copies  read  aptius  inftead  of  infcius  ;  and 
as  the  Poet,  in  Purity  of  Style,  could  not  write  Hie  after 
frit  illefcrtii,  the  Dodtor  correds  the  whole  Paflage  thus  : 
Timvitque  mortem  hinc,  untie  vitam  fumertt  aptius.  The 
Correftion,  although  received  by  Mr.  Sanadon,  feems  to 
be  unnecefiary,  and  the  Alteration  of  hinc  is  without  Au- 
thority 

42.  Capitit  minor. ~\  The  Conftruclion  is  minor  elimirrntionet 
•vel  rations  ctfith,  and  c»put  fignifies  the  whole  State  or 
Condition  of  Life.  Regulus,  by  being  made  a  Prifoner, 
not  only  loft  his  Liberty,  but  his  Rights  of  a  Roman  Citi- 
zen. He  was  befides  obliged  by  Oath  to  go  back  to  Car- 
thage,  from  whence  he  well  knew,  he  Ihould  never  return, 

and 
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Who  for  his  Safety  mix'd  poor  Terms  of  Peace 
Even  with  the  Act  of  War  j  O  foul  Difgrace  ! 
O  Carthage,  now  with  rival  Glories  great, 
And  on  the  Ruins  rais'd  of  Rome's  deje&ed  State  ! 

The  Hero  fpoke  ;  and  from  his  wedded  Dame, 
And  Infant-Children  turn'd,  oppreft  with  Shame 
Of  his  fallen  State  j  their  fond  Embrace  repell'd, 
And  fternly  on  the  Earth  his  manly  Vifage  held, 

'Till,  by  his  unexampled  Counfel  fway'd, 
Their  firm  Decree  the  wavering  Senate  made  ; 
Then,  while  his  Friends  the  Tears  of  Sorrow  fhed, 
Amidft  the  weeping  Throng  the  glorious  Exile  fped. 

Nor  did  he  not  the  cruel  Tortures  know, 
Vengeful,  prepar'd  by  a  Barbarian  Foe  j' 
Yet,  with  a  Countenance  ferenely  gay, 
He  turn'd  afide  the  Croud,  who  fondly  prefs'd  his  Stay, 

As 


and  confequently  never  have  it  in  his  Power  to  recover  thofe 
two  Advantages.  For  thefe  Reafons,  he  neither  confidered 
himfelf  as  a  Senator,  nor  a  Citizen  ;  he  refilled  the  Em- 
braces of  his  Wife  and  Children,  to  whom  he  was  become 
a  Stranger  by  his  Slavery.  He  thought  it,  fays  the  ancient 
Scholiaft,  unworthy  of  a  Roman  Matron  to  kifs  a  Slave. 
The  Name  of  this  virtuous  Wife  was  Martia.  SAN. 

44..  Towus  humi.~\  Although  Regulus,  confidering  him- 
felf as  a  Slave,  would  not  raife  his  Eyes  from  the  Earth, 
yet  he  mewed  an  intrepid  Fiercenefs  in  his  Look,  which 
(poke  the  free-born  Spirit  of  an  ancient  Roman.  DAC. 


26     Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 
Quam  fi  clientum  longa  negotia, 
Dijudicata  lite,  relinqueret, 

Tendens  Venafranos  in  agros,  55 

Aut  Lacedxmonium  Tarcntum. 


56.  Laced*moninm  Tarentiim.]  This  City  was  founded  by  a 
Spartan  Colony,  and  had  once  been  very  powerful  in  her 
Fleets  and  Annies.  Her  own  Profperity  dellroycd  her. 
Strabo  marks  two  Caules  of  her  Kuin  ;  that  ihe  had  more 
Feftivals  than  Days  in  the  Year,  and  that  (he  entruiled  tho 
Command  of  her  Aniiies  to  foreign  Generals.  At  length 
ihe  loft  her  Liberty  entirely  during  the  War  of  Hannibal, 
when  being  reduced  to  a  Roman  Colony,  Ihe  enjoyed  a 
Repofe  which  Ihe  had  never  known  before,  and  became 
happier  than  fhe  had  ever  been,  in  her  moll  flourithing 
State.  DAK. 
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As  if,  when  wearied  by  fome  Client's  Caufe, 
After  the  final  Sentence  of  the  Laws 
Chearful  he  hailed  to  fome  calm  Retreat, 
To  tafte  the  pure  Delights,  which  blefs  the  rural  Seat. 


(  **  ) 

,      .  -1-1  -^    «*.>J 


CARMEN  VI.    Ad  ROMANOS. 

DELICT  A  majorum  immeritus  lues, 
Romane,  donee  templa  refeceris, 
JEdefque  labentes  Deorum,  & 
Fceda  nigro  fimulacra  fumo. 

Dis  te  minorem  quod  geris,  impcras.  5 

Hinc  omne  principium,  hue  refer  exitum. 
Di  multa  negle&i  dederunt 
Hefperiae  mala  ludtuofz. 

Jam 


In  this  Ode,  which  is  wholly  moral,  the  Poet  would  per- 
fuade  the  Romans,  that  their  Contempt  of  Religion,  and 
tbe  Corruption  of  their  Manners,  were  the  fole  Caufes  of 
all  the  Calamities,  with  which  the  State  had  been  afflided. 
He  therefore  employs  all  the  majeftic  and  all  the  pathetic, 
which  the  Subject  demands,  to  mfpire  again  the  Spirit  of 
Piety,  and  to  reftore  the  Purity  of  their  ancient  Morals. 
The  Ode  was  apparently  written  foon  after  the  civil  Wars, 
in  the  Year  726  or  727.  SAN. 

Verf.  i .  DekSa  majirum.'}  Plato  and  Plutarch  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  Gods  punifhed  the  Crimes  of  the  Parents  in 
their  Children  to  the  fourth  Generation.  We  may  fay,  that 
all  Religions  agree  in  this  Point,  becaufe  all  Religions 
afcribe  all  human  Events  to  the  Gods.  SAN. 

Perhaps  the  Poet  rather  had  the  Roman  Laws,  than  thofe 
of  Nature,  if  this  be  one  of  Nature's  Laws,  in  his  View. 

The 


ODE  VI.     To  the  ROMANS. 

THOUGH  guiltlefs  of  your  Fathers'  Crimes, 
Roman,  'tis  thine,  to  lateft  Times, 
The  Vengeance  of  the  Gods  to  bear, 
Till  Thou  their  awful  Domes  repair, 
Profan'd  with  Smoke  their  Statues  raife, 
And  bid  the  facred  Altars  blaze. 

That  you  the  Powers  divine  obey, 
Boundlefs  on  Earth  extends  your  Sway  5 
From  hence  your  future  Glories  date, 
From  hence  expect  the  Hand  of  Fate. 
Th'  offended  Gods,  in  Horrours  dire, 
On  fad  Hefperia  pour'd  their  Ire  : 

The 


The  Romans  forbad  that  a  Son  Ihould  be  punifhed  for  his 
Father's  Crime,  even  for  the  Crime  of  Treafon. 

2.  Donee  templa  refecerisJ}  There  was  a  Difference  between 
tedti  facras,  and  templa.  jEdes  facra  was  properly  an  Edi- 
fice facred  in  itfelf,  and  confecrated  to  fome  God,  without 
the  Intermiflion  of  the  Augurs.  Temp/urn  was  a  certain  Space, 
determined  and  marked  out  by  the  Augurs,  which  yet  wa» 
neither  holy,  nor  confecrated  to  any  God,  fuch  as  the  Roftra. 
The  Statues  blackened  with  Smoke  fhew  the  Fires,  and 
Burnings  of  the  civil  War.  TORR. 

5.  Dis  te  minorem,  &c.]  Thefe  Lines  contain  an  excellent 
Moral.  Nothing  is  more  capable  of  tempering  the  Autho- 
rity of  Kings,  than  to  reprefent  to  them  that  there  is  a 
Superior  upon  whom  they  depend,  as  much  as  their  Sub- 
jedts  depend  upon  them.  SAN. 


30     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Jam  bis  Monaefes,  &  Pacori  manus 
Non  aufpicatos  contudit  impetus  IO 

Noftros,  &  adjecifle  praedam 
Torquibus  exiguis  renideL, 

Pene  occupatam  feditionibus 
Delevit  urbem  Dacus,  &  jEthiops  : 

Hie  clafle  formidatus,  ille  1 5 

Miiulibus  melior  fagittis. 

Fecunda  culpas  faecula,  nuptias 
Primum  inquinavere,  &  genus,  &  domos : 
Hoc  fonte  derivata  clades 

In  patriam,  populofque  fluxit.  2O 

Motus 


to.  Ncn  aufpicatos  impetus.']  The  Arufpices  and  Infpeftors 
cf  the  Victims  foretold  to  Craflus,  that  his  Expedition 
fhould  prove  unfortunate.  Many  Prodigies,  which  happened 
while  he  flayed  at  Zeugma,  feemed  to  confirm  their  Pre- 
dictions Lraffus  defpifed  all  thefe  Prefages,  and  hurried 
forward  to  his  Ruin. 

12.  Torquibus  exigurs.]  The  Collars,  worn  by  the  Par- 
thians,  were  probably  lefs  than  thofe  of  the  Gauls  and 
Germans.  The  Poet  fays,  they  had  enriched  them  with 
the  Spoils  taken  from  the  Romans. 

14.  Delevit  urbem  Dae  us  C5"  jEtbiopi.']  We  are  not  to 
underfland  this  PafTage,  as  if  the  Dacians  and  Ethiopians 
had  twice  attempted  to  deftroy  the  City  of  Rome.  Horace 
means  the  Army  of  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  which  was 
chiefly  compofed  of  tiiofe  Nations.  BOND. 

20.  la 
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The  Parthian  Squadrons  twice  repcll'd 
Our  inaufpicious  Powers,  and  quell'd 
Our  boldeft  Efforts,  while  they  flione 
With  Spoils  from  conquer'd  Romans  won. 
The  Dacian,  whofe  unerring  Art 
Can  wing  with  Death  the  pointed  Dart ; 
Th'  ./Egyptian,  for  his  Navies  fam'd, 
Who  Neptune's  boundlefs  Empire  claim'd, 
Had  alraoft  in  their  Rage  deftroy'd 
Imperial  Rome,  in  civil  Strife  employ'd. 

Fruitful  of  Crimes,  this  Age  firft  ftain'd 
Their  haplefs  Offspring,  and  profan'd 
The  nuptial  Bed,  from  whence  the  Woes, 
Which  various  and  unnumber'd  rofe 
From  this  polluted  Fountain  Head, 
O'er  Rome,  and  o'er  the  Nations  fpread. 

With 


20.  In  patriam  populofque  J]  The  Critics  well  perceived, 
that  patria  and  potulus  Romanus  were  exaftly  the  fame,  and 
therefore  that  the  Text  was  neceiTarily  defective.  But  they 
did  not  fo  well  fucceed,  in  difcovering  which  of  thefe  two 
Words  were  altered,  or  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  be  re- 
(rored.  Dodlor  Bentley,  fupported  with  a  numerous  Army 
of  Quotations,  denfis  phalangibus,  aiTures  us,  that  we  ought 
to  read  inque  patres.  inftead  of  patriam.  Another  Com- 
mentator, lefs  efcorted  indeed,  but  a  more  daring  Adven- 
turer, hath  boldly  placed  in  proceres  in  the  Text.  Mr. 
Cuningham  hath  fucceeded  more  happily  ;  and  to  him  we 
are  indebted  for  the  prefent  Alteration,  which  confifts  only 
of  a  fingle  Letter.  Horace,  in  the  fecond  Ode,  fays,  ter- 
rult  Urbem,  terruit  Gentes,  where  he  means  the  City,  and 
the  Provinces  of  the  Empire ;  Patriam  here  anfwers  to 
Urbem,  and  Populos  to  Gentes,  The  fame  Oppofition  is 
found  in  a  Line  of  Martial, 

Jld  fopulos  miiti  qui  nufer  ab  Urbe folebat,  SAN. 


32      Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 
Motus  doceri  gaudet  lonicos 
Matura  virgo,  &  fingitur  artubus 
Jam  nunc,  &  inceftos  amores 
De  tenero  meditatur  ungui. 

Mox  juniores  quaerit  adulteros  25 

Inter  mariti  vina ;  neque  eligit, 
Cui  donet  impermifla  raptim 
Gaudia,  luminibus  remotis : 

Sed  jufTa  coram  non  fine  confclo 
Surgit  marito  j  feu  vocat  inftitor,  3» 

Seu  navis  Hifpanae  magifter, 
Dedecoram  pretiofus  emtor. 

Non  his  juventus  orta  parentibus 
Infecit  aequor  fanguinc  Punico, 

Pyrrhumque,  &  ingentem  cecidit  35 

Antiochum,  Annibalcmque  dirum : 

Sed 


21.  Motus  Ion/cos.']  The  lonians  were  the  mod  voluptuous 
People  in  the  World.  Their  Muftc,  their  Dances,  and 
their  Poetry  were  formed  with  a  peculiar  Softnefs  and  Deli- 
cacy.  Even  their  Laughter  had  fomething  fo  difiblute,  that 
it  became  a  Proverb  'l^iuut  •yi\v<;.  The  Poet  mentions  the 
marriageable  Virgin,  becaufe  it  was  (hameful  for  a  Girl  of 
that  Age  to  learn  to  dance.  That  Exercife  was  permitted 
only  during  their  Infancy.  TORR. 

23.  Incejlos  amores.]  Crimes  beget  one  another  with  an 
unhappy  Fruitfulnef ,  yet  this  Epithet  means  no  more  than 
:riminal,  and  unchafte  Defires.  Any  other  Interpretation 
.s  too  fhocking  and  monftrous. 

29.  Coram. 
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With  plyant  Limbs  the  ripen'd  Maid 
Now  joys  to  learn  the  wanton  Trade 
Of  Dance  indecent,  and  to  prove 
The  Pleafures  of  forbidden  Love  : 
But  foon  amid  the  Bridal  Feaft 
Boldly  me  courts  her  Hufband's  Gueft ; 
Her  Love  no  nice  Diftinclion  knows, 
But  round  the  wandering  Pleafure  throws, 
Carelefs  to  hide  the  bold  Delight 
In  Darknefs,  and  the  Shades  of  Night. 
Nor  does  me  need  the  thin  Difguife, 
The  confcious  Hufband  bids  her  rife, 
When  fome  rich  Factor  courts  her  Charms, 
Who  calls  the  Wanton  to  his  Arms, 
And,  prodigal  of  Wealth  and  Fame, 
Profufely  buys  the  coftly  Shame. 

Not  fuch  the  Youth,  of  fuch  a  Strain, 
Who  dyed  with  Punic  Gore  the  Main  ; 
Who  Pyrrhus'  flying  War  purfued, 
Antiochus  the  Great  fubdued, 
And  taught  that  Terrour  of  the  Field, 
The  cruel  Hannibal,  to  yield  ; 

But 


29.  Coram.~\  Openly.  This  Word  is  oppofed  to  luminibut 
remctii,  as  non  fine  confcio  is  in  Oppofition  to  raptim.  The 
Poet,  not  contented  with  defcribing  the  Vices  of  thefe 
Roman  Women,  to  give  a  greater  Horrour  of  them,  adds, 
that  their  Hufbands  confented  to  let  them  fell  themfeives  to 
Mailers  of  Ships  and  Fafiors,  who  were  extravagant  enough, 
fre.'icfus,  to  buy  the  expenfive  Infamy.  DAC. 

33.  Non  his  ju<ventu<t  &c.J  To  this  vivid  and  natural 
Pidure,  which  the  Poet  hath  drawn  of  the  Manners  of  his 
Age,  he  hath  joined  one  of  a  contrary  Kind,  in  which  he 
reprefents  the  Manners  of  the  ancient  Romans.  The 
Nearnefs  of  thefe  two  Paintings  makes  us  fee  their  different 
Beauties,  and  gives  a  greater  Strength  and  Vivacity  to  the 
Colours.  SAN. 

VOL.  IL  D 


34     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Sed  rufticorum  mafcula  militum 
Proles,  Sabellis  dcxfta  ligonibus 
Verfare  glebas,  &  feverae 

Matris  ad  arbitrium  rccifos  40 

Portarc  fuftes,  fol  ubi  montium 
Mutarct  umbras,  &  juga  demerct 
Bobus  fatigatis,  amicum 

Tempus  agens  abeunte  curru. 

Dainnofa  quid  non  imminuit  dies  ?  45 

,/Etas  parentum,  pejor  avis,  tulit 
Nos  nequiores,  mox  daturos 
Progeniem  vitiofiorem. 

CARMEN 


37.  Sed  rujiicorum  mafcula  pubet.']  There  is  a  beautiful 
Paflage  in  Vegetius,  which  explains  this  of  Horace.  Aptior 
armis  rujlica  plebs,  qua:  fub  dio  fcf  in  labor e  nutritur,  fain 
pattens,  umbra:  negligent,  balnearum  ncfcia,  -deliciarum  ignara, 
Jimplex  animi,  par<vo  ccntenta,  duratn  ad  omnium  laborum 
tolerantiam  membris  ;  cui  gejlarc  ferrum,  foffam  ducerea  onus 
ferre,  confuetudo  de  rure  eft.  More  fit  for  Arms  is  the  com- 
mon Ruftic,  who  lives  in  open  Air  and  in  Labour,  patient 
of  the  Sun,  carelefs  of  Shade,  ignorant  of  Baths,  unknow- 
ing of  Delights,  fimple  of  Underftanding,  contented  with 
little,  having  his  Limbs  hardened  to  the  Sufferance  of 
Labours;  who  hath  learned  from  the  Cuftoms  of  the 
Country  to  carry  a  Weight  of  Arms,  and  to  work  in  the 
Trenches. 

41 .  Portare  fuftesJ]  Columella  gives  us  a  beautiful  De- 
fcription  of  the  laborious  Women  of  earlier  Times,  in  Op- 
pofition  to  the  voluptuous,  idle  Race  of  his  Age.  But  a  late 
Commentator  applies  this  Severity  of  the  Samnite  Mothers, 
with  an  Air  of  Burlefque  and  Pleafantry,  to  the  prefent  Age. 
The  Roman  Youth,  fays  he,  were  not  permitted  to  carry 

wrought 
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But  a  rough  Race  inur'd  to  Toil, 
With  heavy  Spade  to  turn  the  Soil, 
And  by  a  Mother's  Will  fevere 
To  fell  the  Wood,  and  homeward  bear 
The  ponderous  Load,  evert  when  the  Sun 
His  downward  Courfe  of  Light  had  run, 
And  from  the  Weftern  Mountain's  Head 
His  changing  Shadows  lengthening  fpread, 
Unyok'd  the  Team  with  Toil  oppreft, 
And  gave  the  friendly  Hour  of  Reft. 

What  feels  not  Time's  confuming  Rage  ? 

More  vicious  than  their  Father's  Age 

Our  Sires  begot  the  prefent  Race, 

Of  Actions  impious,  bold  and  bafe, 

And  yet,  with  Crimes  to  us  unknown, 

Our  Sons  fhall  mark  the  coming  Age  their  own. 


wrought  Canes,  but  Sticks  of  a  plain  and  fimple  Form. 
Ju'ventus  Romana  dim  non  ornatos  fujles,  fed  inconditos  jlipites 
ad  matris  arbitrium  geftabat. 

42.  Mutaret  umbras. ~\  The  Sun  changes  the  Shadows  in 
proportion  as  he  declines  to  his  Setting.  In  the  Morning 
he  dire&s  them  to  the  Weft,  in  the  Evening  to  the  Eaft. 

TORR. 

45.  Damnofa.'}  Damnoftis  properly  fignifies  confuming. 
Ttmpus  gdax. 
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CARMEN  VII.    Ad  ASTER i EN. 

QUID  fles,  Afterie,  quern  tibi  candidi 
Primo  reftituent  vere  Favonii, 
Thyna  merce  beatum, 

Conftantis  juvenem  fide 

Gygen  ?  ille  Notis  a&us  ad  Oricum,  5 

Poft  infana  Caprae  fidera,  frigidas 
Nocles,  non  fine  multis 

Infomnis  lacrymis,  agit. 
Atqui  folicitae  nuntius  hofpitae, 

Sufpirare  Chloen,  &  miferam  tuis  1 9 

Dicens  ignibus  uri, 

Tentat  mille  vafer  modis. 
Ut 


In  this  Ode  Horace  writes  to  Afterie,  in  Appearance  to 
comfort  Her  for  the  Abfence  of  her  Hufband,  or  I. over, 
whofe  Return  was  delayed  by  contrary  Winds  ;  but  we  find 
at  the  End  of  the  Poem,  that  this  was  only  with  Defign  to 
advife  her,  with  greater  Delicacy,  to  be  faithful  tp  Gygcs, 
and  to  refift  the  Purfuits  of  her  Neighbour  Enipeus,  as  her 
Lover  refifted  the  Paffion  of  his  Hoftefs  Chloe.  There  is 
much  natural  Vivacity  in  the  Sentiments,  and  Sweetnefs  in 
the  Verification.  DAC. 

Verf.  i .  ^uiJJies.'}  Afterie  does  not  fcern  to  have  been 
too  much  afflicted  for  the  Abfence  of  Gyges,  fince  (he  had 
Occafion  for  the  Advice,  which  Horace  gives  her  at  the 
End  of  the  Ode.  DAC. 

2.  Fa-vonii.']  The  Poet  does  not  mean,  that  this  Wind 
ftiall  bring  Gyges  home,  for  it  was  direftly  contrary  to  his 

Return 
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AH  !  why  does  Afterie  thus  weep  for  the  Youth 
Of  Conftancy  faithful,  of  Honour  and  Truth, 
Whom  the  firft  kindly  Zephyrs,  that  breathe  o'er  the 

Spring, 

Enrich'd  with  the  Wares  of  Bithynia  fhall  bring  ? 
Driven  back  from  his  Courfe  by  the  Tempefts  that  rife 
When  Stars  of  mad  Luftre  rule  over  the  Skies, 
At  Oricum  now  poor  Gyges  muft  ftay, 
Where  fleeplefs  he  weeps  the  cold  Winter  away ; 
While  his  Landlady  Chloe,  in  Sorrow  of  Heart, 
Bids  her  Envoy  of  Love  exert  all  his  Art. 
He  tells  him  how  Chloe,  unhappy  the  Dame  ! 
Deep  fighs  for  your  Lover,  and  burns  in  your  Flame. 

He 


Return  to  Italy  ;  but  that  in  general  it  opens  the  Seas,  and 
encourages  Navigation,  by  reftoring  fair  Weather.     TORR. 

3.  Tbynd  merte.]  Toys  of  Iron,  Steel,  Silver,  and  Gold, 
which  the  Bithynians  made  with  great  Neatnefs. 

4.  Conjtantis  ju<venem  fide.~\  Such  is  the  Reading  of  all  the 
Manufcripts  without  Exception,  ita  memlran<e  cmnes  ubicun- 
que.     They,  who  changed  it,  did  not  coafider,  that  fide  is 
here  ufed  for  fdei,  and  that  there  are  Inftances  of  it  in  the 
belt  Authors.  BENT. 

8.  Muttis  infomnis  lacrymis.}  Mr.  Sanadon  frequently 
blames  Horace  for  a  jingling  of  Words  and  Rhimes  in 
many  of  his  Lines,  yet  confeifes  that  they  are  here  well 
placed  to  fhew  the  Melancholy  with  which  Gyges  was  op- 
prefied  Mr.  Dacier  makes  the  fame  Remark  upon,  Jam 
Jatis  terrls  ni<vis  atque  dir<e  grandinis. 

to.  Tuts  ignibus.']  The  Ancients  called  a  Lover,  tie  Fire 
of  bis  Mijlrefi  ;  and  a  Miftrefs,  her  Lever  s  Fire. 

"At  mihi  fefe  ofert  ultra  mem  ignis  dmyntas.         VIRG. 
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38       Q;  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  3, 

Ut  Proetum  mulier  perfida  credulum 
Falfis  impulerit  criminibus,  nimis 

Cafto  Bellerophonti  i 5 

Maturare  necem,  refert. 
Narrat  pene  datum  Pelea  Tartaro, 
Magneflam  Hippolyten  dum  fugit  abftinens  ; 
Et  peccare  docentes 

Fallax  hiftorias  movet.  2O 

Fruftra :  nam  fcopulis  furdior  Icari 
Voces  audit,  adhuc  integer.     At,  tibi 
Ne  vicinus  Enipeus 

Plusjufto  placeat,  cave. 

Quamvis  non  alius  fleclere  equum  fciens  25 

./Eque  confpicitur  gramine  Martio  ; 
Nee  quifquam  citus  aeque 

Tufco  denatat  alveo ; 

Prima  no£e  domum  claude  ;  neque  in  vias 
Sub  cantu  querulae  defpice  tibiae  j  36 

Et  te  faepe  vocanti 

Duram,  difficilis  mane. 

CARMEN 


1 3  Ut  Prortum  mulier \\  Homer  calls  tiiis  Wife  of  Proetus, 
Antaea,  and  by  the  Tragic  Poets  (lie  is  called  Sthenobza. 
Her  Story  is  related  at  length  in  the  lixth  Book  of  the 
Iliad.  CRUO^ 

19.  Peccare  dccentts  hiftorias.]  Chloe's  Confident,  not  be- 
ing able  to  terrify  Gyges  into  a  Compliance  by  the  Dangers 
'  to  which  thefe  two  Heroes  were  expofed   for  their  Chaftity, 
firives  to  fcduce  him  by  Examples  of  thofe,  who  had  yielded 
upon  eafier  Terms.  TORR. 

22.  At,  tibi.]  This  Return  to  Afterie  is  natural  and  juft. 
Perhaps  Afterie  had  but  too  much  Occafion  for  this  delicate 
Advice.  SAN. 

32.  Duram, 
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He  tells  him  how  Proetus,  deceiv'd  by  his  Wife, 
Attempted,  ah  dreadful  !  Bellerophon's  Life, 
And  urg'd  by  falfe  Crimes,  how  he  fought  to  deftroy 
The  Youth  for  refufing,  too  chaftely,  the  Joy  : 
How  Peleus  was  almoft  difpatch'd  to  the  Dead, 
While  the  lovely  Magneffian  abftemious  he  fled. 
Then  he  turns  every  Tale,  and  applies  it  with  Art, 
Which  melt  down  his  Virtue,  and  foften  his  Heart ; 
But  conftant  and  Heart-whole  young  Gyges  appears, 
And  deafer  than  Rocks  the  Tale-teller  hears. 
Then,  Fair-one,  take  heed  left  Enipeus  fhould  prove 
A  little  too  pleafing,  and  tempt  thee  to  Love  j 
And  though  without  Rival  he  fhine  in  the  Courle, 
To  rein  the  fierce  Steed  though  unequal  his  Force, 
Though  matchlefs  the  Swiftnefs,  with  which  he  divides, 
In  croffing  the  Tiber,  the  rough-fwelling  Tides, 
Yet  fhut  the  fond  Door  at  Evening's  firft  Shade, 
Nor  look  down  to  the  Street  at  the  foft  Serenade, 
Or  if  cruel  he  calls  thee  in  Love-fighing  Strain, 
Yet  more  and  more  cruel  be  fure  to  remain. 


32.  Duram,  dijficilis  mane.']  Mr.  Le  Fevre  and  Mr.  Da- 
cier  are  perluaded  that  Horace  ought  to  have  written,  du- 
ram,  dura  mane,  and  that  he  has  offended  againft  the  great 
Rule,  which  ought  to  regulate  our  Expreflions  in  all  Lan- 
guages, by  not  prefervmg  this  Exactnefs  in  the  Words. 
But  however  juft  this  Rule  is  in  general,  yet  it  is  here  very 
unluckily  applied  ;  for  dura  and  dijjicilis  are  not  fynonimous 
Terms.  The  firft  figniiies  an  Infenfibility ;  the  fecond  a 
Severity  of  Manner.  Dura  eji  qu<e  fenfu  amoris  caret,  dijji- 
cilis  autem  amantibus  afpera.  This  Explanation  is  due  to 
Mr.  Baxter,  with  this  gentle  and  judicious  Remark  for  the 
Honour  of  Horace,  Unde  rurvit  Faber  quid  debuent  Hcra- 
tius  ?  Whence  came  Le  Fevre  to  know  what  Horace  ought 
to  have  written  ? 
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CARMEN  VIII.     Ad  M^CENATEM. 

MARTIIS  ccelebs  quid  agam  Calendis, 
Quid  velint  flores,  &  acerra  thuris 
Plena,  miraris,  pofitufque  carbo  in 
Cefpite  vivo, 

Do&e  fermones  utriufque  linguae. 

Voveram  dulces  epulas,  &  album 

Libero  caprum,  prope  funeratus 

Arboris  i<5tu. 


Hie, 


Maecenas  had  been  furprifed,  perhaps,  in  a  Viflt  to  the 
Poet  to  find  him  employed  in  making  Preparations  fora 
domeftie  1'eaft.  Horace  tells  him  the  Realon  of  it  and 
js  him  to  be  a  Party  at  the  Entertainment  This'  Ode 
is  proportioned  to  the  Subjett  ;  there  is  nothing  railed  or 
elevated,  but  all  is  natural  and  elegant.  SAN 

Verf.  i  .M*rtiis  calebi  quid  agam  caln<iis.}  A  Feftival  was 

'V  f  MOIT  Latlieb  Wkh  much  religlou^  1'omp, 
ii  of  March,  in  Memor      f  the  Day,  when  the 


wuch  che,r    Friends  and  Huftan,  n,,de  ,hcn,    as 
Ca"lt     o?^     hathapPy^!aia'ion-     K'°'"   !>'»«>e 


ODE  VIII.     70  MAECENAS. 

IN  either  Language  fkill'd,  my  Lord,  'tis  thine 
To  know,  in  Greece  and  Rome,  the  Rites  divine; 
And  well  may  You  thefe  flowery  Wreaths  admire, 
The  fragrant  Incenfe  and  the  facred  Fire, 
Rais'd  o'er  the  living  Turf  on  this  glad  Day, 
To  which  the  married  World  their  Homage  pay. 

When  on  my  Head  a  Tree  devoted  fell, 
And  almoft  crum'd  me  to  the  Shades  of  Hell, 
Grateful  I  vow'd  to  him,  who  rules  the  Vine 
A  joyous  Banquet,  while  beneath  his  Shrine 


5.  Doffefermones  utriufque  lingua. ~\  Sermones  in  the  Language 
of  Horace  fignifies  Books,  and  literary  Compofitions.     It 
is  here  ufed  in  the  fame  Senfe  ;   for  the  Surprize  of  Macce. 
nas,  at  feeing  a  Batchelor  preparing  a  Sacrifice  on  the  firft 
of  March,   arifes    from   his   Knowledge   of  the   religious 
Rites  and  Cuftoms  of  Greece,  by  his  being  Matter  of  the 
Books  and  Learning  of  both.  Languages.  SAN. 

6.  Vo<veram.'\   It  is  probable,  that  this  was  the  firft  Sa- 
crifice which  Horace  had   offered  upon  this  Occafion  ;  for 
Maecenas  mult  have  known  his  Vow,   if  there  had    been 
many  Years  fmcc  his  Frdcrvation.     The  Reader  may  find, 
in  the  Notes  upon  the  feventeenth  Ode  of  the  fecond  Book, 
why  the  Poet  attributes  his  Safety  both  to  Faunas  and  Bac- 
chus. 

j.  Caprum.~\  The  Ancients  ufually  facrificed  to  the  Gods 
the  Beafts,  which  they  hated.  Thus  a  Goat  is  facrificed 
to  Bacchus,  becaufe  it  deilroyed  the  Vine.  The  Vidlims 
of  the  celeftial  Gods  were  white ;  thofe  of  the  infernal 
Deities  were  black. 


42      Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Hie  dies,  anno  redeunte,  feftus 

Corticem  adftri&um  pice  dimovebit  IO 

Amphorae,  fumum  bibere  inftitutae 
Confule  Tullo. 

Sume,  Maecenas,  cyathos  amici 
Sofpitis  centum  j  vigiles  lucernas 
Perfer  in  lucem  :  procul  omnis  efto  15 

Clamor  &  ira. 

Mittc 


12.  Confule  Tullo.'}  If  the  Poet  means  the  Confuliliip  of 
Tullus  in  the  Year  688,  as  fome  Commentators   imagine, 
this  Wine  muft  have  been   at   leaft  forty-two  Years  old  ; 
and  confequently    Horace  invites  Ma:cenas  to  drink  very 
bad  Wine  with  him.     Nothing  is  more   difagreeable  than 
Wine,  which  hath  pafied   its  twentieth  Year ;  non  alia  ret 
majus  incrementutn  fcntit  ad  wigcfimum  annum,  majufve  ab  eo 
difpendium.     But  fmce  this  Wine  was  mellowed  with  a  kind 
of  forced   Maturity,    by    being    placed   in  the  Smoke,  it 
muft  have  been  more  difagreeable.     We  may  therefore  be- 
lieve, that  Horace  intended  the  fecond  Confulfhip  of  Tul- 
lus in  721.     His  Wine  was  then  thirteen  Years  old,  which 
were  enough  to  give  it  all  its  proper  Excellence,  efpecially 
as  it  had  pa/Ted  the  Smoke,  by  which  it  gained,  accord- 
ing to  Columella,  an  earlier  Ripenefs,  pracocem  maturlta- 
tem.  SAN. 

13.  Cyathos  amici  fofpitis.]  The  Cyatbus  is  here  ufed  for 
pocutum,  but  it  properly  fignifies  a  Goblet,  with  which  the 
Wine  and  Water  were  meafured  into  the  Cups,  pocula,  out 
of  which  they  drank.     Cyatbi  amici  fojpitis,  funt  cyatbi  qui 

propttr 
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A  fnow-white  Goat  fhould  bleed,  and  when  the  Year 
Revolving  bids  this  feftal  Morn  appear, 
We'll  pierce  a  Caflc  with  mellow  Juice  replete, 
Mellow'd  with  Smoke,  fince  Tullus  rul'd  the  State. 
Come  then,  Maecenas,  and  for  Friendfhip's  fake, 
A  Friend  preferv'd,  an  hundred  Bumpers  take. 
Come,  drink  the  watchful  Tapers  up  to  Day, 
While  Noife  and  Quarrels  fhall  be  far  away. 


No 


propter  amicum  fsfpitcm  biberentur.  It  might  be  called  ths 
Wine  of  Friend/kip,  as  Theocritus  calls  that,  in  which  they 
drank  the  Health  of  their  Miftrefles,  The  Wine  of  Love. 

DAC. 

15.  Perfer  in  lucem  ]  Drinking  all  Night  was  by  the  Ro- 
mans called  a  Graecifm,  gr&cari,  or  pergreecari,  bccaufe 
they  received  the  Cuftom  from  the  Greeks. 

Sic  no£l*m  patera,  Jic  ducam  carmine,  donee 

Injiciat  radios  in  me  a  win  a  dies,  PROPER. 

With  Wine  and  Songs  the  jovial  Night  I'll  pafs, 
'Till  Morning  dart  its  Rays  into  my  Glafs. 

Procul  omnis  ejio  clamor  &'zra.]  Maecenas  was  naturally  of 
an  eafy  Temper,  and  delicate  in  his  Pleafures ;  confequently 
he  muft  have  hated  the  Noife  and  Quarrels,  which  too 
frequently  attend  our  Excelles  in  Wine.  Horace  therefore 
promifes,  that  all  the  Decencies  of  Good-humour  lhall  be 
obferved,  and  that  their  Mirth  fhall  not  be  tumultuous  or 
quarrelfome.  Efto  is  here  ufed  for  erit ;  an  Imperative  for 
a  future  Tenfe,  as  Horace  in  another  place  fays,  abjiineto 
for  abftinebis.  SAN. 


44      Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 
Mitte  civiles  fuper  urbe  curas  : 
Occidit  Daci  Cotifonis  agmen  : 
Medus  infeftus  fibi  lu&uofis 

Diffidet  armis  :  20 

Servit  Hifpanae  vetus  hoftis  orae 
Cantaber,  fera  domitus  catena  : 
Jam  Scythae  laxo  meditantur  arcu 

Cedere  campis. 

Negligens,  ne  qua  populus  laboret,  25 

Parce  privatis  nimium  cavere  ; 
Dona  pnefentis  rape  la?tus  hone,  ac 

Linque  fevera. 

CARMEN 


17.  Mittt  eivHes."]  Auguftus  was  not  yet  returned  from 
his  Ealtern  Expedition,  and  when  Agrippa  went  to  .Spain, 
Pannonia,  and  Syria,  Maecenas  pofleired  alone  the  Govern- 
ment of  Rome  and  Italy  until  September  738,  when  he  rc- 
figned  it  to  Statilius  Taurus,  that  he  might  follow  Aueuf- 
tus  into  Gaul.  ToRR.  S°N- 

f.Dmai  Cetifarit  agmen.']  Bicoma  King  of  the  Daci 
had _ a/lifted  Antony  with  a  large  Number  of  Troops  ;  and 
Cotifon,  another  of  their  Kings,  made  frequent  Irruptions 
into  the  Roman  Empire,  whenever  the  Danube  was  frozen 
Auguftus  font  an  Army  againft  him,  under  the  Command 
of  Lentulus,  who  obliged  him  to  repafs  the  River,  and 
built  torts  to  prevent  his  Ii\curfions.  SAV 

19.  Mtfa  infers,  &c.]  The  Submiffion  which  Phraates 
made  to  Auguitus,  was  as  much  an  Effect  of  his  Politics, 
as  of  his  Fears.  Detefted  for  his  Cruelties,  he  endeavour- 
ed to  fupport  himfelf  againft  his  own  Sut  jeds  by  his  Alii- 
ance  with  the  Romans  ;  and  when  he  rendered  to  Aueuf- 
tus  the  Roman  Standards  and  Prifoners,  he  delivered  four 
Sons  and  four  Grandfons  to  him,  to  prefcrve  them  from 
tiie  Inlurredtions  of  his  own  People  SAN 

twn^  ^Tff^  The  War  in  SPain  continued  more  than 
S  T  ^earubef°re  the  Can^rian5  were  perfectly 
fubdued,  and  Strabo  judicioufly  remarks,  that  it  proceeded 
from  their  not  oppofing  their  whole  Force  at  once  to  the 
Romans.  On  the  contrary,  the  Gauls,  being  naturally 
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No  more  let  Rome  your  anxious  Thoughts  engage, 
The  Dacian  falls  beneath  the  Vidor's  Rage, 
The  Medes  in  civil  Wars  their  Arms  employ," _•"?."•; 
Inglorious  Wars  !  each  other  to  deflroy  j 
Our  ancient  Foes,  the  haughty  Sons  of  Spain, 
At  length  indignant  feel  the  Roman  Chain  j 
With  Bows  unbent  the  hardy  Scythians  yield, 
Refolv'd  to  quit  the  long-difputed  Field. 
No  more  the  Public  claims  thy  pious  Fears, 
Be  not  too  anxious  then  with  private  Cares, 
But  feize  the  Gifts  the  prefent  Moment  brings, 
Thofe  fleeting  Gifts,  and  leave  feverer  Things. 


move  impetuous,  were  foon  conquered,  and  often  loft  the 
greateft  Part  of  their  Troops  in  a  fmgle  Battle.  Dae. 

23.  Laxo  arcu.~\  It  was  the  Cuftom  of  all  the  Northern 
Nations  to  hold  their  Bows  unftrung,  when  they  offered 
Propofals  of  Peace  or  Truce,  and  when  they  retired  off 
the  Field  of  Battle. 

26.  Pri-vatis.}  Mr.  Cuningham,  upon'the  Authority  of  a 
Manufcript,  hath  given  us  tnis  Reading,   inftead  of  pri-va- 
tus,  which  fo  much  perplexed  and  exercifed  our  Commen- 
tators.    One  of  them  hath  boldly  cut  the  whole  Strophe. 
The  Poet  here  oppofes  the  People  to  private  Perfons  pofulus 
to  privatus,  as    in  Cicero,  quod  privatus  a  papula  petit,  cut 
populus  a  privato.     Maecenas,    by  the   Duty  of  his   Office, 
was  obliged  to  watch  over  the  Safety  of  the  Public,  and 
the   Repofe  of  particular  Perfons.     Horace   hath  already 
allured  him,  that  he  need  not  be  uneafy  upon  the  firft  Point, 
and  now  defires  him  not  to  be  difturbcd  for  the  fecond. 

SAN. 

27.  Dona  prafintis  rape,  &c.]  Every  Moment  of  Pleafure 
is  a  Prefent  from  the  Gods  ;  but  it  is  a  fleeting  Pleafure,  and 
if  we  do  not  feize  it  in  the  Inftant,  in  which  it  offers  itfelf, 
it  is  loft  for  ever.     Such  is  the  Thought,  which  Horace 
hath  happily  exprefled  in   thefe  two  Words,   dona  rape. 

•    SAN, 


CARMEN  IX.    Dialogue    HORATII    6f 
LYDI^E. 

HORATIUS. 

DO  NEC  gratus  eram  tibi, 
Nee  quifquam  potior  brachia  candid* 
Cervici  juvenis  dabat, 

Perfarum  vigui  rege  beatior. 

LYDIA. 
Donee  non  alia  magis  - 

Arfifti,  neque  erat  Lydia  poft  Chloen, 
Multi  Lydia  nominis 

Romana  vigui  clarior  Ilia. 

HORATIUS. 


Horace  in  this  Ode  hath  found  an  Art  of  joining  the  Po- 
htenefs  of  Courts  to  the  Simplicity  of  the  Country  We 
rnay  remark,  that  in  thefe  Kinds  of  Dialogues,  there  were 
two  Laws  inviolably  obferved.  The  Peribn,  who  fpoke 
laft  ought  to  anfwer  in  the  lame  Number,  and  fame  Sort 
r-?l  r  Clther  to  contrad'ft  or  improve  upon  what 
boTht^f  f°re'  ^K^11  findthatHoraPce  hath^bfJrvSi 
both  thefe  Laws  with  great  Exadnefs.  TORR 

2  A.r  quifquam  potior.}  Potior  fjgnifies  more  happy  or 
ketter  received.  Thus  in  the  fifteenth  Epode, 

Nonferet  afltduas  potion  te  dare  mats. 
Nor  (hall  he  tamely  bear  the  bold  Delight, 
With  which  his  Rival  riots  out  the  Night. 


(47  ) 


ODE  IX.  A  Dialogue  between  HORACE  and 

L  Y  DI  A. 

HORACE. 

ILE  I  was  pleafing  to  your  Arms, 
Nor  any  Youth,  of  happier  Charms, 
Thy  fnowy  Bofom  blifsful  preft, 
Not  Perfia's  King  like  me  was  bleft. 

LYDIA. 

While  for  no  other  Fair  you  burn'd, 
Nor  Lydia  was  for  Chloe  fcorn'd, 
What  Maid  was  then  fo  bleft  as  thine  ? 

Not  Ilia's  Fame  could  equal  mine. 

HORACE. 


4.  Perfarum  <vigui  rege  leaticr.~\  The  Kings   of  Feriia,  in 
the  Time  of  Horace,  might  more  properly  be  called  Go- 
vernors, as  they  were  in  Subjection  to  the  Parthians.     The 
Poet  therefore  means  the  ancient  Kings  of  Pevfia,  fuch  as 
Cyrus  or  Darius,  who  were  called  Kings  of  Kings ;  whofe 
Riches  and  Power  gave  Birth  to  the  Proverb,  Happier  than 
the  King  of  Perfia.  CRUQ^ 

5.  Donee  non  alia,  magis  arfiji:.'}    Horace    had  only  faid 
gratus  eram,  and  Lydia  with  greater  Strength  of  Expreflion 
fays,  arjijli.     Thus  in  the  next  Verfe  fhe  rifes  upon  the 
Poet's     nee     quifquam  potior,    when  fhe    fays,    neque   erat 
Lydia  pojl  Cbloen.     His  was  only  a  general  Sufpicion  of  a 
Rival's  Happinefs,  while  Ihe  had  a  Certainty  that  Chloe 
was  preferred  to  her.  5 
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HORATIUS. 
Me  nunc  Threfla  Chloe  regit, 

Dulces  do&a  modos,  &  citharae  fciens  ;  10 

Pro  qua  non  metuam  mori, 

Si  parcant  animas  fata  fuperfliti. 

LYDIA. 
Me  torret  face  metua 

Thurini  Calais  filius  Ornithi  j 
Pro  quo  bis  patiar  mori, 

Si  parcant  puero  fata  fuperfliti.  15 

HORATIUS. 
Quid  fi  prifca  redit  Venus, 

Didu&ofque  jugo  cogit  acneo  : 
Si  flava  excutitur  Chloe, 

Ejeclaeque  patet  janua  Lydiae? 20 

LYDIA. 

Quanquam  fidere  pulchrior 

Ille  eft  j  tu  levior  cortice,  &  improbo 
Iracundior  Adria ; 

Tecum  vivere  amem,  tecum  obeam  libens. 

CARMEN 


II.  Pro  qua  non  metuam  man.']  According  to  the  Supcr- 
ftition  of  the  Ancients,  who  believed  that  the  Death  of  one 
rerfon  might  be  prevented  by  that  of  another.  From 
hence  came  the  Cuftom  of  thofe  Devotements,  made  for 
the  Lives  of  Princes. 

14.  Tburini  Calais  fllus  Omitbi  ]  It  is  probable,  that 
Sybaris  in  the  eighth  Ode  of  the  firft  Book,  is  the  fame 
who  is  here  called  Calais ;  that  the  laft  is  a  proper  Name, 
and  the  other  the  Name  of  his  Country  ;  for  Sybaris  and 
rhunnus  are  Names  arifmg  from  a  City  of  Greece,  whitfu 
was  firft  called  Thorium,  and  afterwards  Sybaris  TORR 
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HORACE. 

Me  Chloe  now  poffefles  whole, 
Her  Voice,  her  Lyre  command  my  Soul  ; 
For  whom  I'll  gladly  die  to  fare  » 

Her  dearer  Beauties  from  the  Grave. 

LYJDIA. 

My  Heart  young  Calais  infpires, 
Whofe  Bofom  glows  with  mutual  Fires, 
For  whom  I  twice  would  die  with  Joy, 
If  Death  would  fpare  the  charming  Boy. 

HORACE. 

Yet  what  if  Love,  whofe  Bands  we  broke, 
Again  mould  tame  us  to  the  Yoke  ; 
Should  I  make  off  bright  Chloe's  Chain, 
And  take  my  Lydia  home  again  ? 

LYDIA. 

Though  he  exceed  in  Beauty  far 
The  rifing  Luftre  of  a  Star : 
Though  light  as  Cork  thy  Fancy  (trays, 
Thy  Paffions  wild  as  angry  Seas, 
When  vex'd  with  Storms  ;  yet  gladly  I 
With  thee  would  live,  with  thee  would  die. 


1 8.  Diduflofque  jugo  cogit  aencoJ]  Horace  was  willing  to 
try  whether  Lydia  would  confent  to  a  Reconciliation  ;  but, 
to  avoid  a  Refufal,  he  leaves  the  Scnfe  unfiniihed,  and  ra- 
ther insinuates,  than  exprefles  his  own  Inclination  ;  or  per- 
haps the  Break  is  owing  to  the  Warmth  of  Lydia,  who 
interrupts  him,  and  prevents  what  he  was  going  to  lay. 

20.  Eje3te<iue  ]  This  Correction  is  taken  from  Mr.  Cun- 
ingham.  It  is  not  only  a  Wronger  Expreflion,  than  the 
common  Reading  rejetf&qus ,  but  better  agrees  with  the 
Terms  patet  andjMua. 

VOL.  II.  ,  ODE 


CARMEN  X.     In  LYCEN. 

T^XTREMUM  Tanaim  fi  biberes,  Lyce, 
\_j  Sxvo  nupta  viro,  me  tamcn  afperas 
Porreclum  ante  fores  objicere  incoli* 

Plorares  Aquilonibus. 

Audis  quo  ftrepitu  janua,  quo  nemus  5 

Inter  pulchra  fatum  te&a  remugiat 
Ventis,  &  pofitas  ut  glaciet  nives 

Puro  numine  Jupiter  ? 
Jngratam  Vcneri  pone  fuperbiam  ; 
Ne  currente  retro  funis  eat  rota.  JO 

Non  te  Penclopen  difficilcin  precis 

Tyrrhcnus  gcnuit  parens. 


Tranflated  by  Dr.  DUN  KIN. 

Mr.  Dacier  thinks,  that  this  Ode  was  really  fung  before 
Lyce's  Door,  and  he  values  it  as  the  only  ferenading  Ballad 
remaining  to  us  in  the  Latin  Tongue.  But  by  an  Air  of 
Humour  in  it,  we  may  rather  believe  it  was  written  in  Ri- 
dicule of  iuch  Songs, 

——Which  the  ftarv'd  Lover  fmgj 

To  his  proud  Fair,  bell  quitted  with  Difdain. 
The  Conjeclure  will  appear  more  juft,  if  this  Lyce  be 
the  lame  againit  whom  Horace  wrote  the  thirteenth  Ode 
of  the  founh  Look.  Her  Beauty  was  not  extraordinary  in 
her  Youth,  and  if  Horace  were  ever  in  Love  with  her,  he 
could  not  have  been  fo  cruel  as  to  infult  her  in  her  Age. 

Verf.  4.  Incolit  slquilonilus  ]  The  Poet  pleafantly  calll 
thefe  Winds,  Inb«bitants  of  the  -forth,  where  the  Tanais 
hath  its  Source. 

10.  Ne  cumnte  retro  funis  eat  rota]  Almoft  all  the  Com- 
mentators have  a  different  Manner  of  explaining  this  Exprefr 
v-  don. 


ODEX.     70LYCE. 

T  Hough  you  drank  the  deep  Stream  of  Tanais  icy, 
The  Wife  of  fome  barbarous  Blockhead,  O  Lyce, 
Yet  your  Heart  might  relent  to  expofe  me  reclin'd 
At  your  cruel-fhut  Door  to  the  Rage  of  the  Wind. 
Hark,  your  Gate  !  how   it  creaks !  how  the  Grove 

planted  round 

Your  beautiful  Villa,  re-bellows  the  Sound  ! 
How  Jupiter  numbs  all  the  Regions  below, 
And  glazes  with  Cryftal  the  Fleeces  of  Snow  ! 
Away  with  thefe  Humours  of  Pride  and  Difdain, 
To  Venus  ungrateful,  to  Cupid  a  Pain, 
Left  while  by  the  Pulley  you  raife  to  the  Top, 
Your  Rope  fhculd  run  back,  and  your  Bucket  mould 

drop. 

No  fprightly  Tyrrhenian  begot  thee  a  Prude, 
Another  Penelope,  harfh  to  be  woo'd. 

o, 


fion.  Some  underftand  it,  of  Fortune's  Wheel  in  general, 
or  that  the  Poet  alludes  to  fome  particular  Statue  of  the 
Goddefs,  in  which  me  was  reprefented  guiding  her  Wheel 
with  a  Rope.  Mr.  Dacier,  who  hopes  to  give  a  better  ac- 
count of  it  than  others,  fancies  that  the  Ancients  drew  their 
Veffels  againil  the  Current  of  Rivers,  by  a  Rope  fattened 
to  a  Wheel  upon  their  Bridges. 

Any  of  thefe  Conjectures,  if  fairly  proved,  would  ex- 
plain the  PafTage,  but  they  are  all  equally,  uncertain  ;  and 
the  Gentleman,  who  tranflated  this  Ode  has  guefTed,  at 
leaft,  with  as  much  Probability  as  any  of  the  Commentators. 

1 1 .  Kon  te  Penelopen  dijjicilem  prods.]  Horace  does  not 
tell  Lycc  that  fhe  was  not  a  Penelope.  This  had  not  been 
very  gallant,  and  would  have  contradicted  what  follows. 
But  he  tells  her,  that  fmce  Ihe  was  born  of  a  Tufcan  Fa- 
ther, (he  was  not  intended  to  be  a  Penelope.  The  Tufcans 
were,  even  to  a  Proverb,  voluptuous  and  wanton.  DAC, 
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O,  quamvis  neque  te  munera,  nee  preces, 

Nee  tindtus  viola  pallor  amantium, 

Nee  vir  Pieria  pellice  faucius  15 

Curvat ;  fupplicibus  tuis 
Parcas,  nee  rigida  mollior  efculo, 
Nee  Mauris  animo  mitior  anguibus, 
Non  hoc  Temper  ertt  liminis  aut  aquae 

Cceleftis  patiens  latus.  20 

CARMEN 


14.  Pallor  amantium.']  Palcnefs,  according  to  Ovid,  is 
the  Lover's  Colour  ;  PcHeat  omnn  amans,  ccl^r  eft  lie  apt/is 
amanti :  and  Servius  explains  }>allentes  violas  in  Virgil,  dy«d 
with  the  Colour  of  Lovers,  amantium  tinflas  to/ore. 

1 6.  Supplicibus  tuis  pan-as^}  Horace  tells  Lyce,  that  al- 
though neither  Prefents,  nor  Prayers,  have  Power  to  move 
her;  although  the  Refentment  of  her  Hi:frand's  ill -Treat- 
ment cannot  provoke  her  to  be  more  good  natured  to  her 
Lovers,  yet  even  for  the  Sake  of  Love  itfelf  (he  ought  to 
treat  them  lefs  rigoroufly,  and  not  urge  them  to  Extremi- 
ties. For  his  Part,  he  (hall  not  always  be  difpofed  to 
fupport  her  Cruelties,  and  lie  fighing  whole  Nights  at  her 
Door.  DAC. 
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O,  though  neither  Prefents,  nor  Vow-fighing  Strain, 

Nor  Violet  painting  the  Cheek  of  thy  Swain, 

Nor  thy  Hufband,  who  gives  up  his  Heart  for  a  Ditty 

To  a  Song-linging  Wench,  can  provoke  thee  to  Pity, 

O  Thou,  who  like  Serpents  art  gentle  and  kind, 

And  like  an  old  Oak  art  to  Softnefs  inclm'd, 

Yet  think  not  this  Side  can  for  ever  fuftain 

Thy  Threfhold  hard-hearted,   and  Sky-faJling  Rain. 


(54) 


CARMEN  XI.     ^MERCURIUM. 

MERCURI,  (nam  te  dociiis  magiftro "' 
Movit  Amphion  lapides  canendo) 
Tuque  teftudo  refonare  feptem 

Callida  nervis, ' 

Nee  loquax  olim  neque  grata,  nunc  &  S 

Divitum   menfis  &  arnica  templis  j 
Die  modos,  Lyde  quibus  obftinatas 

Applicet  aures  : 

Qua,  velut  latis  equa  trima  campis, 
Ludit  exultim,  metuitque  tangi,  10 

Nuptiarum  expers,  &  adhuc  protervo 

Cruda  marito. 

Tu  potes  tigres  comitefque  filvas 
Ducere,  &  rivos  celeres  morari ; 
Ceffit  immanis  tibi  blandienti  I S 

Janitor  aulae 

Cerberus ; 


Lyde  muft  have  been  very  cruelly  virtuous,  who  could 
refufe  to  hear  fuch  a  Poet  as  Horace  fmg  his  Verles.  He 
applies  to  Mercury  to  infpire  him  with  an  Ode,  that  (hall 
be  able  to  conquer  this  Obftinacy,  and  oblige  her  to  hear. 
To  fhew  his  Dependence  on  the  God,  he  begins  his  Peti- 
tion with  the  Miracles,  which  Amphion  performed  by  his 
Inftrudion.  We  fhall  find  in  the  twenty-eighth  Ode,  that 
Lyde  no  longer  refufed  to  liften  to  the  (Jod,  nor  conti- 
nued in  the  fame  Severity  of  Sentiments  with  regard  to  the 
Poet. 

The 
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ODE  XL     To  MERCURY. 

O  Mercury,  by  whofe  harmonious  Aid, 
Amphion's  Voice  the  liftening  Stones  could  lead  > 

And  Thou,  fweet  Shell,  of  Art  to  raife, 
.On  feven  melodious  Strings,  thy  various  Lays  j 

Not  vocal  when  you  firft  were  found, 
But  of  a  fimple,  and  ungrateful  Sound  j 

Now  tun'd  fo  fweetly  to  the  Ear, 
That  Gods  and  Men  with  facred  Rapture  hear  j 

Oh  !  Thou  infpire  the  melting  Strain 
To  charm  my  Lyde's  obftinate  Difdain, 

Who,  like  a  Filly  o'er  the  Field 
With  playful  Spirit  bounds,  and  fears  to  yield 

TO  Hand  of  gentleft  Touch,  or  prove, 
Wild  as  £he  is,  the  Joys  of  wedded  Love. 

Thou  canft,  with  all  their  Beafts  of  Prey, 
The  liftening  Forefl  lead,  and  powerful  ftay 

The 


The  fix  firft  Strophes  contain  an  Invocation  of  Mercury 
and  the  Lyre  ;  the  fix  laft  form  the  Song,  with  which  they 
infpire  him. 

Verf.  3.  Tuque  tejiudo.']  Diodorus  tells  us,  that  the  Lyre 
had  at  firit  but  four  Strings,  according  to  the  Number  of 
Seafons,  or  Quarters  of  the  Heavens.  Macrobius  in- 
forms us,  that  it  was  afterwards,  in  view  to  the  Number  of 
the  Planets,  mounted  with  feven  firings ;  from  whence 
Pindar  calls  it  the  feven-tongued  Lyre. 

13.  Tu  pates  tigres.~\  In  the  three  following  Strophes,  the 
Poet  addreifes  himfelf  wholly  to  his  Lyre. 
E4 
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Cerberus  j  quamvis  furiale  centum 
Mumunt  angues  caput,  arftuatque 
Spiritus  teter,  faniefque  manat 

Ore  trilingui.  2» 

Quin  &  Ixion,  Tityofque  vultu 
Riiit  invito  :  ftetit  urna  paulum 
'Sicca,  dum  grato  Danai'  puellas 

Carmine  mulces. 

Audht  Lyde  fceJus  atque  notas  25 

Virg  •.!  urn  pctfnas,  &  inane  lymphae 
Dolium  fun  do  pereuntis  imo, 

Seraque  fata 

Quae  manent  culpas  etiam  fub  Oreo. 
Impiae,  (nam  qu'd  |>otuere  majusr)  30 

Irnpix  iponibs  ptituere  duro 

Perdere  ferro. 

Una 


iS.  JEftualqueI\  The  common  Reading  is  muniunt  ang*tt 
caput  .;••,;, .atfi'e,  which  the  b'eft  Critics  have  'found  cx- 
tremei)'  uiiwoiiiiy  of  our  Author,  who  never  employs  ejiu 
in  his  Odes,  except  it  be  diftributive  and  followed  by  yui. 
It  is  here  abfolutely  ufclefs,  fince  the  Scnfe  and  Expreffion 
are  conv  Icat  without  it,  arc  throws  nr  infjpid  Languor  into 
one  of  the  nobleft  Stropt.us  in  Ho.  ace.  The  Writers  of 
Epic  Poetry  have  with  great  Judgment  baniflicd  the  Word 
entirely ;  nor  is  there  a  fmgle  Inftance  of  it  in  Virgil,  and 
only  tv.o  in  Ovid.  Dodor  Bentley  reads  cxtatquc  fpirituj, 
which  probably  directed  Mr.  Cuningham  to  the  prefe'nt  Cor- 

rcdionr 
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The  rapid  Stream.     The  Dog  of  Hell, 
Jmmenfe  of  Bulk,  to  thee  foft-foothing  fell, 

Thy  Suppliant,  though  round  his  Head 
His  hundred  Snakes  their  guardian  Horrours  fpread  ; 

Baleful  his  Breath  though  fiery  glow'd, 
And  from  his  three-tongued  Jav/s  the  Poifon  flow'd. 

'  Ixion,  of  his  Pains  beguiPd, 
And  Tityos,  with  unwilling  Pleafure,  fmil'd  ; 

Dry  ftood  their  Urn,  while  with  foft  Strain 
You  footh'd  the  Labours  of  the  Virgin  Train. 

Let  Lyde  hear,  what  Pains,  decreed, 
Though  late,  in  Death  attend  the  direful  Deed. 

There  doom'd  to  fill,  unceafing  Tafk  ! 
With  idle  Toil,  an  ever-ftreaming  Calk  j 

Impious,  who  in  the  Hour  of  Reft 
Could  plunge  their  Daggers  in  a  Hufband's  Breail. 

Yet 


reftion,  which  maintains  the  Propriety  of  the  Terms,  fupports 
the  Dignity  of  the  Verfe,  and  gives  a  new  Sentiment  to  the 
Strophe. 

25.  Audiat  Lyde^\  The  Poet  repeats  the  Name  of  Lyde 
at  the  Beginning  of  his  Song,  to  let  her  know,  that  on  her 
Account  particularly,  He  fmgs  what  Mercury  and  his  Lyre 
infpired.  SAN. 

31 .  Impi<fJ]  Befides  the  Beauty  of  this  Repetition,  we  may 
obferve,  that  the  Word  is  here  taken  in  its  proper  Signifi- 
cation ;  for  impious  ftri&ly  means  a  Perfon,  who  hath  not 
the  Sentiments  of  Tendernefs  and  Love,  which  are  due  to  a 
good  King ;  to  our  Parents,  our  Friends,  and  our  Country. 

SAN. 
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Una  de  multis,  face  nuptiali 

Digna,  perjurum  fuit  in  parentem 

Splendide  mendax,  &  in  omne  virga  35 

Nobilis  aevum  j 

Surge,  quae  dixit  juveni  marito, 
Surge,  ne  longus  tibi  fomnus,  undc 
Non  times,  detur  :  focerum  &  fceleftas 

Falle  fororcs  ;  4» 

Quae,  velut  nafhe  vitulos  leaenx, 
Singulos,  eheu  !  lacerant.     Ego  illis 
Mollior  nee  te  feriam,  nee  intra 

Clauftra  tenebo. 

Me  pater  faevis  oneret  catenis,  45 

Quod  viro  clemens  mifero  peperci  : 
Me  vel  extremes  Numidarum  in  agros 

Clafle  releget. 

I,  pedes  quo  te  rapiunt  &  aurae, 
Dum  favet  nox  &  Venus  :   i  fecundo  50 

-Omine,  &  noftri  memorem  fepulcro 

Sculpe  querelam. 

CARMEK 


33.  Face  nuptiali.']  This  Exprefilon  is  taken  metaphori- 
cally for  the  Marriage  ;  becauie,  in  the  nuptial  Ceremonies, 
the  Bride  was  conducted  in  the  Night  to  the  Bridegroom's 
Houfc  by  the  Light  of  Torches.  SAN. 

.  35.  In  omne 'virgo.']  Virgo  is  here  ufed  for  a  married  Wo- 
man, and  there  are  other  Examples  of  it.  But  perhaps  the 
Poet  alludes  to  a  remarkable  Particularity  of  Hypermneftra's 
Life,  who  fpared  her  Hufband  Lynceus,  quod  fu<*  virgini- 
tutii  f.orem  ab  eo  Hlilatum,  atque  intaitum  rttinui/et. 

LAM*. 
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Yet  worthy  of  the  nuptial  Flame, 
To  lateft  Times  preferv'd  a  deathlefs  Name, 

Of  many,  one  untainted  Maid, 
Glorioufly  falfe,  her  perjur'd  Sire  betray'd. 

Thus  to  her  youthful  Lord  me  cries, 
Awake,  left  Sleep  eternal  cloie  thine  Eyes  ; 

Eternal  Sleep  ;  and  ah  !  from  whom 
You  little  dread  the  fell,  relentlefs  Doom. 
Oh  !  fly,  my  Lord,  this  wrathful  Sire  ; 
Far  from  my  Sifters  fly,  thofe  Sifters  dire,     . 

Who  riot  in  their  Hufbands'  Blood, 
As  Lionefles  rend  their  panting  Food  j 
While  I,  to  fuch  fell  Deeds  a  Foe, 
Nor  bind  thee  here,  nor  ftrike  the  fatal  Blow. 

Me  let  my  Father  load  with  Chains, 
Or  banifh  to  Numidia's  fartheft  Plains  \ 

My  Crime,  that  I  a  loyal  Wife, 
In  Love's  Compaflion  fpar'd  my  Hufband's  Life. 

While  Venus,  and  the  Shades  of  Night 
Prote6t  thee,  fpeed,  by  Sea  or  Land,  thy  Flight  j 

May  every  happy  Omen  wait 
To  guide  thee  through  this  gloomy  Hour  of  Fate, 

Yet  not  forgetful  of  my  Doom, 
Engrave  thy  grateful  Sorrows  on  my  Tomb. 


60 
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MISERARUM  eft,  neque  amori  dare  ludum, 
Neque  dulci  mala  vino  lavere  ;  aut  ex- 
animari,  metuentes  patruas  verbera  linguae. 
Tibi  qualum  Cithereae  puer  ales, 

Tibi  telas  operofseque  Minervae  5 

Studium  aufert,  Neobule,  Liparxi  nitor  Ffcbri  : 

Simul 


As  the  Meafures  of  this  Ode  appear  "differently  in  the 
Manufcripts,  we  cannot  wjth  Certain  y  depend  upon  any  of 
them.  The  Grammarians,  Interpreters,  and  Commentators 
are  equally  divided.  Some  call  the  Metre  SotaJie,  a  fort 
of  fatyric.il,  bnrkfque  Meafure  ;  others  think  it  a  loofe 
kind  of  Numbers,  and  a  third  Party  believe  it  is  confined 
by  the  Ending  of  the  Senfe,  not  by  th»  Feet.  Doctor 
Bentley,  with  all  the  Learning  of  Profody,  refutes  all  the 
Manufcripts  and  all  Editions  of  two  hundred  Years,  and 
would  lay  any  Wager,  CHOW'S  pignore  conttiattrit,  that  Horace 
wrote  the  Ode  according  to  his  Edition.  The  Reader  may 
lee  on  next  Page  in  what  manner  the  prefent  Tranflator 
would  have  publifhed  it,  if  he  had  ventured  to  change  the 
common  Form  of  it,  as  feveral  Editors  have  done  We 
ftall  there  find  more  than  an  Imitation  of  Anacreon's 

Mcafuxes  -, 


ODE  XII.     2*0  NEOBULE. 

UNHAPPY  the  Maidens,  who  tremble  with  Fear 
Of  the  Stripes  of  a  Tornue  from  a  Guardian 

fevere ; 

Nor  dare  the  fweet  Pleafures  of  drinking  to  prove, 
Nor  ever  give  Joy  to  the  Paffion  of  Love. 
Cytheraea's  wing'd  Son  now  bids  Thee  refign 
The  Toils  of  Minerva,  the  Spinfter  divine  j 
And  now,  Neobule,  with  other  Defires 
The  Brightnefs  of  Hebrus  thy  Bofom  infpires  j 

When 


Meafures ;  indeed  they  are  perfe&ly  Anacreontic,  and  far 
more  harmonious  to  the  Ear,  than  the  broken  Divifions,  or 
tedious  Length  of  Lines  in  other  Editions.  It  is  confeiied, 
there  is  not  another  Ode  of  this  Kind  in  Horac*  ;  nor  in- 
deed is  there  one  of  any  Form,  in  vvhicli  it  has  yet  been, 
publifhed  ;  and  perhaps  we  mould  rather  be  furprifed,  that 
Horace  hath  not  frequently  imitated  a  Poet  wh;>m  he  loved, 
than  that  this  Ihould  be  thought  the  fugle  inftance.  Who- 
ever is  curious  in  Erudition  of  this  Kind  may  be  well  re- 
warded for  the  Trouble  of  reading  Dr.  Bentiey's  learned 
Remarks  on  the  Meafure  of  this  Ode. 

Verf.  3.  Metuentei  fatru-r  verbcra  linpxtr.]  Among  the 
Romans  Uncles  had  a  great  Power  over  their  Nephews  ; 
and,  as  they  were  not  uiually  fo  indulgent  as  fathers,  their 
Seventy  palled  into  &  pioverb.  TOR*. 
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Simul  un&os  Tiberinis  humeros  lavit  in  undis } 

Eques  ipfo  melior  Bellcrophonte, 

Neque  pugno,  neque  fegni  pede  vi&us. 
Catus  idem  per  apertum  fugientes  10 

Agitato  grege  cervos  jaculari,  & 

Celer  alto  latitantem  fruticeto  excipere  aprum. 

CARMEN 


7.  Simul  untfos.]  We  have  here  a  ftrong  Proof  how  litde 
the  Manuicripts  are  to  be  depended  upon  with  regard  to  the 
Form  of  this  Ode.  In  many  of  them  this  appears  the  ninth 
Line,  and  eques  melior  Belleropbonte  follows  niter  Hebri.  But 
fuch  an  Arrangement  of  the  Lines  not  only  confufes  the 
Senfe,  but  obhges  the  Poet  to  fay,  that  the  Brightnefs  of 
Hebrus  is  a  better  Horfeman  than  Bellerophon.  .  If  fuch  a 
Boldnefs  of  Expreff.on  were  pardonable  in  Lyric  Poety,  yet 
it  is  here  unnecefiary. 

12.  Excipere.]  This  Word  is  properly  applied  to  them, 
who  lie  in  ambufh  for  any  one,  and  Horace  ufes  it  here  for 
to  furprife,  to  attack  on  a  fudden. 

Miferarum  eft,  nee  amort 
Dare  liuium,  neque  dulci 
Mala  vino  la-vere ;  out  ex- 
animari  metucntes 

Patruf  'verhera  linguae. 
Tihi  qualum  Cythcrett 
Puer  ales,  tibi  telai 
Operufaqiit  Minervtt 
Stadium  an  fieri,  Xeobule, 

Lipar<ei  n.tor  Hebri  ; 
Simu/  unfros  Tiberinis 
Humeros  la*vil  in  und'n 
Eques  ipfo  melior  Bcll- 
erofhonte,  nrqao  fugno 

Neque  fegni  p<Je  <vi£lnt  : 
Catus  idem  per  ape  >  turn 
Fugientes  ag:tato 
Grtge  cervosjuculari,  fcf 
Celer  alto  latitantem 

Fruticeto  extifere 
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When  rifmg  robuft  from  Tiber's  rough  Waves, 
Where  the  Oil  of  his  Labours  athletic  He  laves, 
Like  Bellerophon  fkilful  to  rein  the  fierce  Steed, 
At  Cuffs  never  conquer'd,  nor  out-ftrip'd  in  Speed, 
And  dextrous,  with  Darts  never  flying  in  vain, 
To  wound  the  light  Stag,  bounding  over  the  Plain, 
Or  active  and  valiant  the  Boar  to  furprife, 
Transfix'd  with  his  Spear,  as  in  Covert  He  lies. 


CARMEN  XIII.   ^/FONTEM  BANDUSIAM. 

OFONS  Bandufue,  fplendidior  vitro, 
Dulci  digne  mero,  non  fine  floribus, 
Cras  donaberis  hoedo  ; 

Cui  frons  turgida  cornibus 

Primis,  &  Venerem  &  proclia  deftlnat  i  5 

Fruftra :  nam  gelidos  inficiet  tibi 
Rubro  fanguine  rivos 

Lafcivi  foboles  gregis. 
Te  flagrantis  atrox  hora  Caniculae 
Nefcit  tangere  :  tu  frigus  amabile  IO 

Feflis  vomere  tauris 

Praebes,  &  pecori  vago. 

Fies 


A  beautiful  Fountain  in  the  Eftate  of  a  great  Poet,  ought 
to  be  immortal ;  and  furcly  as  long  as  the  Name  of  Horace 
(hall  live,,  or  as  long  as  Poetry  Ihall  be  loved,  the  Name  of 
Banduiia  (hall  be  reme.mbred  among  the  poetical  Fountains 
Caftalia,  Aganippe,  Hipocrene,  C5V.  There  u  in  this  Ode 
an  inimitable  Simplicity  of  Defcription,  and  it  is  yet  more 
valuable,  as  it  is  a  curious  Example  of  the  Sacrifice?  offered 
to  mountains,  or  rather  to  the  Deities,  who  prcfiJed  over 
them.  SAN.  L'AC. 
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ODE  XIII.     20  the  FOUNTAIN  BANDUSIA. 

BANDUSIA,  that  doft  far  furpafs, 
The  fhining  Face  of  polifli'd  Glafs, 
*To  Thee,  the  Goblet,  crown'd  with  Flowers^ 
*The  rich  Libation  juftly  pours  ; 
A  Goat,  whofe  Horns  begin  to  fpread, 
And  bending  arm  his  fwelling  Head, 
Whofe  Bofom  glows  with  young  DefifeSj 
Which  War  or  kindling  Love  infpires, 
Now  meditates  his  Blow  in  uain, — 
His  Blood  fliall  thy  fair  Fountain  {lain. 

When  the  fierce  Dog-Star's  fervid  Ray 
Flames  forth,  and  fets  on  Fire  the  Day, 
To  vagrant  Flocks,  that  range  the  Field, 
You  a  refrefhing  Coolnefs  yield, 
Or  to  the  Labour-wearied  Team 
Pour  forth  the  Frefhnefs  of  thy  Stream. 

Soon 


Verf.  i.  Bandujiff.']  This  Reading  appears  in  the  beft 
Manufcripts,  and  has  been  received  by  all  the  late  Editors. 
If  the  firit  Copyifts  had  found  Blandujta  in  the  Text,  they 
would  never  have  thought  of  changing  it  for  Bandujia,  which 
is  a  Sabine  Word*  arid,  according  to  the  old  Scholiail,  the 
Name  of  the  Country  where  Horace  lived. 

2.  Dulci  digne  jr.ero.']  Ovid  represents  Numa  facrificing 
to  a  Fountain,  and  placing  'round  it  Goblets  crowned  with 
Flowers,  a  Particular  not  mentioned  by  Horace,  although 
it  was  perhaps  an  ufual  Part  of  the  Solemnity,  intended  to 
invite  the  Divinity  to  drink. 

VOL.  H.  F 
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Fies  nobilium  tu  quoque  fontium, 
Me  dicente  cavis  impofitam  iliccm 

Saxis,  unde  loquaces  1S 

Lymphae  defifiunt  tuse. 


CARMEN 
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Soon  (halt  Thou  flow  a  noble  Spring, 

While  in  immortal  Ver-fe  I  fing 

The  Trees,  which  fpraad  the  Rocks  around, 

From  whence  thy  pratling  Waters  bound. 


F2 


(  68) 


CARMEN  XIV.     De  REDITU  AUGUSTI. 

HERCULIS  ritu  modo  diftus,  6  plebs, 
Morte  venalem  petiifTe  liiurum 
Caefar,  Hifpana  repetit  penates 
Vi&or  ab  ora. 

Unice  gaudens  mulier  marito  5 

Prodeat,  juftis  operata  divis  ; 
Et  foror  clari  duels,  &  decorae 
Supplice  vitta 

Virginum 


Augaflus  left  Rome  vnjunc~z-j  for  his  Britim  Expedition, 
but  fatisfied  with  the  Sabmillion  of  that  People,  he  turned 
his  Arms  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  did  not  return  to  Rome 
until  the  Year  730.  As  the  Poet  celebrated  his  Departure 
in  the  Ode,  O  Diva  pratum,  fo  he  now  celebrates  his  Re- 
turn ;  and  after  having  defcribed  the  public  Ceremonies  of 
the  Feftival,  he  ends  with  his  Enjoyment  or"  the  Day  at 
home  in  his  private  Family.  TORR. 

Verf.  i.  HercuUs  ritu.~\  It  is  probable,  that  the  Victories, 
which  Augufais  gained  over  the  Cantabrians,  had  given  oc- 
cafion  to  the  Poets  and  Orators  of  the  Time  to  compare  him 
to  Hercules.  Horace  alfo  ufcs  a  Companion,  which  Flattery 
had  rendered  lacred,  but  with  this  Advantage,  that  Auguftus 
now  returns  victorious  to  Rome,  as  Hercules  formerly  went 
to  Latium  after  his  Exploits  in  Spain.  SAN. 

Mr. 


ODE  XIV.     On  the  Return  of  AUGUSTUS 
from   SPAIN. 

THY  Prince,  O  Rome,  who  foreign  Realms 
Explor'd,  like  Jove's  immortal  Son, 
Fearlefs  to  fearch  the  Laurel  Wreath 

By  Death  and  glorious  Daring  won, 
Victorious  comes  from  fartheft  Spain 
To  Rome,  and  all  his  Guardian  Gods  again. 

Let  Her,  who  to  her  Arms  receives, 

With  Joy  her  own,  her  laurel'd  Spoufe, 
Her  private  Sacrifice  perform'd, 

Pay  to  juft  Heaven  her  public  Vows, 
And  let  the  fair  O&avia  lead 
The  Matron  Train  in  fuppliant  Veils  array'd  ; 

The 


Mr.  Dacier,  who  denies  that  Hercules  ever  was  in  Spain, 
explains  the  PafTage  by  a  Teal  Piece  of  Hiftory.  Auguftus 
having  fallen  dangeroufly  ill  in  Spain,  the  People,  alarmed 
for  his  Life,  openly  compared  him  to  Hercules,  who  ob- 
tained by  Death  alone  the  Rewards,  and  Crowns-  due  to  his 
Valour.  From  hence  the  Poet  fays,  laurum  marte  njcnalem. 

2.  Petiifie  laurum  morte  venalem.}  Horace  would  only  fay, 
that  Auguftus  had  expofed  his  Life  by  marching  in  Perfon 
againft  the  Enemies  of  the  Roman  Empire.  Morte  -venalem 
fignifies  morte  Jive  obita,  Jj<ve  qiuf/ita,  otherwile  the  Poet 
muft  aflert,  that  a  Conqueror,  who  furvives  his  Victory,  is 
unworthy  of  the  Laurel  j  which  is  falfe  in  itfelf,  and  would 
iiave  been  an  Outrage  to  Auguftus,  who  returned  in  Safety. 
F  3  SAN. 
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Virginum  matres,  juvenumque  nuper  ' 
Sofpitum.     Vos  6  pucri,  &  puellae  10 

Jam  virum  expertes,  male  ominatis 
Partite  verbis. 


Hie  dies  vere  mihi  feftus  atras 
Eximet  curas  :  ego  nee  tumultum, 
Nee  mori  per  vim  metuam,  tenente 
Csfare  terras. 


5.  Unite  gardens."]  This  Correction  is  due  to  Mr.  Cuning- 
ham,  and  has  been  received  into  the  Text  by  Mr.  Sanadon. 
To  fay  that  Livia  was  in  a  fingul-ir  manner  fenfible  to  the 
Toy  of  her  Hufband's  Return,  was  artfully  to  diftinguifh  her 
by  a  Praife,  which  could  not  be  oJFenfive  to  others.     But 
to  fay,  that  (he  loved  her  Hufbund  only,  unico  marito,  were 
an  Injury  to  other  Roman  Ladies,  who  either  were,  or  at 
leaft  were  willing  to  be  thought  equally  virtuous. 

Mr.  Dacier,  to  avoid  this  offenfive  Rudenefs,  thinks  we 
may  conftrue  unico  marito,  an  Hufband,  who  hath  not  an 
Equal.  This  Conftruftion  would  indeed  fave  the  Poet's 
good  Manners,  but  perhaps  it  may  be  difficult  to  find  an 
Tnftance  where  unicus  is  taken  in  fuch  a  Senfe. 

Mulier.]  Horace  ufes  this  V/ord  in  fpeaking  of  Helen 
and  Cleopatra  ;  from  whence  we  may  believe  it  was  a  Word 
of  greater  Dignity,  than  it  is  commonly  eileemed.  Livia, 
to  whom  it  is  here  applied,  was  the  fourth  and  laft  Wife  of 
Auguftus.  She  was  equally  remarkable  for  her  Difcretion, 
as  her  Beauty. 

6.  Jufiii  operata  divis.']  After  having  performed  her  do- 
meftic  Sacrifices,  (he  ought  to  come  forth,  prodeat,  in  public 
Proceflion,  to  thank  the  juft  Gods  for  the  Victories  and  Re- 
turn 
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The  Matron-Train,   to  whofe  glad  Arms 

Their  Sons,  with  Conqueft  crown'd,  return  j 
And  you,  fair  Youth,  whofe  pious  Tears 

Your  flaughter'd  Sires  and  Hufbands  mourn, 
This  Day  at  leaft  your  Griefs  reftrain, 
And  lucklefs  from  ill-omen'd  Words  abftain. 
This  Day,  with  truly  feftal  Joy, 

Shall  drive  all  gloomy  Cares  away, 
For  while  imperial  Csefar  holds 

O'er  the  glad  Earth  his  awful  Sway, 
Nor  Fear  of  Death  from  foreign  Arms, 

Or  civil  Rage  my  dauntlefs  Soul  alarms. 

Boy, 

turn  of  Auguftus.  The  Latins  ufed  the  Words  operan  and 
facere,  for  facrificing. 

8.  Supplice  vittdJ]  The  Roman  Ladies  ufually  bound  their 
Heads,  as  a  Mark  of  their  Chaftity,  with  Fillets,  which 
common  Women  durft  not  wear.  But  Horace  rather  means 
the  facred  Veils,  with  which  they  covered  their  Heads  and 
Hands  in  Sacrifices,  public  Prayers,  and  Proceflions  upon 
extraordinary  Occafions.  DAC. 

10.  So/pitum.]  As  this  Campaign  had  been  fatal  to  many 
young  Gentlemen,  who  went  with  Auguftus,  the  Poet,  after 
having  fpoken  of  the  Families,  whofe  Sons  had  efcaped 
from  the  Danger  of  the  War,  Jwveman  fojpitum,  addreffes 
himfelf  to  thofe,who  had  loft  any  Relations  in  it.  He  de- 
mands of  the  firft  their  Gratitude  to  the  Gods,  and  intreats 
the  reft  not  to  difturb  the  Feftival  with  their  Grief,  however 
juft.  SAN- 

10.  Pueri  &  pite!!,?."]  The  common  Reading  is 

Vos  o  pueri,  £ff  pitellt* 
Jam  'virum  expert*,  male  ominatis 

Farcite  'verbis. 

This  Reading  is  in  many  Places  defeftive.  It  neither  appears, 
that  thefe  Boys  and  Girls  had  any  Reafon  to  fay  Things  of 
bad  Augury  in  the  middle  of  a  public  Feftival,  nor  ihould 
the  Poet  have  failed  to  explain  himfelf  by  fome  Terms  in 
Oppofition  to  lo/pitum.  Expertes  was  probably  changed  into 
expert*,  by  mi'ihiking  virum  for  the  Accufative  Cafe  fmgular. 
The  Correftion  we  owe  to  Mr.  Cuningham. 


72    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM.     Lib.  3, 
I,  pete  unguentum,  puer,  &  coronas, 
Et  cadum  Marfi  memorem  duelli  j 
Spartacum  fi  qua  potuit  vagantem 

Fallere  tefta.  29 

Pic  &  argutas  properet  Neaerae 
Myrrheum  nodo  cohibere  crinem  : 
Si  per  invifum  mora  janitorcm 
Fiet,  abito. 

Lenit  albefcens  animos  capillus  3*5 

Litium  &  rixae  cupidos  protervae. 
Non  ego  hoc  ferrem  calidus  juvend, 
Confule  Planco, 

CARMEN 


.  H'  Eg°  net  tumult um."]  By  tumultus  the  Poet  means  the 
civil  Wars,  and  by  vh  all  foreign  Wars.  He  with  Reafon 
Jpeaks  of  the  Tranquility  of  the  Roman  Empire,  for  Au- 
guftus  a  fccond  time  (hut  the  Temple  of  Janus  when  he 
returned  from  Spain.  TORR.  SAN, 

1 8  Marfi  memorm  duelli]  This  War  was  called  the  Social 
and  Italian  War,  which  Horace  calls  Marfian,  becaufe  it 
was  begun  by  the  Marfi.  As  the  Memory  of  this  War  waa 
jnarked  on  the  Cafe,  for  which  the  Poet  fends  his  Slave 

le  Wine  mufl  have  been  fixty-eight  Years  old,    This  is  a 

pleaiant  Extravagance  of  calling  it  very  old.  SAN 

19.  Stariacum^  Horace  could  not  better  paint  the  Ravage 

f       j    u  n  in  doilbting  whether  a  Cafic  of  Wine  had 

leaped  the  Plunder  of  Spartacus,  and  his  Gladiators  But 
we  may  remark,  that  while  the  Poet  calls  in  Pleafantry  for 

is  Wine,  he  has  artfulfy  defcribed  the  Diforders  of  thefo 

;  wl"^1"  .°PPofltion  t(>  the  Tranquility   and  Peace, 

Vm«Ii  the  Empire  enjoyed  under  Auguftus.  DAC 
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Boy,  bring  us  Eflence,  bring  us  Crowns  ; 

Pierce  me  a  Cafk  of  ancient  Date, 
Big  with  the  ftoried  Marfian  War, 

And  with  its  glorious  Deeds  replete, 
If  yet  one  jovial  Cafk  remain 
{Since  wandering  Spartacus  o'erfwept  the  Plain. 

Jnvite  Neaera  to  the  Feaft,  . 

Who  fweetly  charms  the  liftening  Ear, 
And  bid  the  Fair-one  hafte  to  bind 

In  carelefs  Wreaths  her  eflenc'd  Hair, 
But  fhould  her  Porter  bid  you  ftay, 
J>ave  the  rough,  furly  Rogue,  and  come  away. 

When  hoary  Age  upon  our  Heads 

Pours  down  its  chilling  Weight  of  Snows, 
No  more  the  Breaft  with  Anger  burns, 

No  more  with  amorous  Heat  it  glows : 
Such  Treatment  Horace  would  not  bear, 
When  warm  with  Youth,  when  Tullus  fHPd  the  Con- 
ful's  Chain 


25.  Albefcem  capillus.']  The  Poet  gives  a  Reafon  for  his 
Gentlenefs  of  Temper,  in  bidding  his  Slave  return,  if  the 
Porter  would  not  give  him  Entrance.  Horace  was  now  iu 
his  forty-firft  Year,  and  Age  had  made  his  ainorpas  Refeat- 
ments  languid  and  feeble.  LAV  a. 

28.  Confute  PlancoJ]  Munatius  was  Conful  in  the  Y-^ar 
when  the  Battle  of  Philippi  was  fought,  where  our  Poet 
appeared  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  and  was  a  Tribune  under 
Brutus.  BOND. 


(  74) 


CARMEN  XV.     In  CHLORIM, 

UXOR  pauperis  Ibyci, 
Tandem  nequitiae  fige  modum  tuas, 
Famofifque  laboribus : 

Mature  propior  define  funeri 
Inter  ludere  virgines,  <j 

Et  ftellis  nebulam  fpargere  candidis. 
Non,  fl  quid  Pholoen  fatis, 

Et  te,  Chlori,  decet.     Filia  re&ius 
Expugnat  juvenum  domos, 

Pulfo  Thyas  uti  concita  tympano.  jo 

Illam  cogit  amor  Nothi 

Lafcivae  fimilem  ludere  capreae : 
Te  lanae  prope  nobilem 

Tonfas  Luceriam,  non  cytharar,  decent, 
Nee  flos  purpureus  rofae,  15 

Nee  poti  vetulam  fsece  tenus  cadi. 

CARMEN 


Tranflated  by  Doftor  DUN  KIN. 

•  When  the  Proftitutcs  of  Rome  grew  old,  that  they  might 
continue  their  infamous  Commerce  with  Impunity,  they 
married  fome  poor  Wretch,  who  was  more  their  6Uve  than 
Hufband.  Pauferts  eligunt,  ut  nomen  tantum  virorum  Labere 
ndeantur  qui  fatienter  rivaie,  fujiinea»t,  ft  mutftaverint, 


,  , 

S.  JEROM  E  .     Such  were  Chloris  and  Iby- 

CUS.  ni  i^      ' 

8.  Filia  reSCu,.-]  Doftor  Bentley  hath  quoted  Plautus  and 
•eneca  to  prove  a  Cuftom  aanong  the  common  Women 


in 
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ODE  XV.    70  CHLORIS. 

THOU  poor  Man's  Incumbrance,  Thou  Rake  of 
a  Wife, 

At  length  put  an  End  to  this  infamous  Life ; 
Now  near  thy  long  Home,  to   be   rank'd   with  the 

Shades, 

Give  over  to  frisk  it  with  buxom  young  Maids, 
And,  furrow'd  with  Wrinkles,  profanely  to  fhroud 
Thofe  bright  Conftellations  with  Age's  dark  Cloud. 

What  Pholoe  well,  with  a  Decency  free, 
Might  praclife,  fits  aukward,  O  Chloris,  on  Thee ; 
Like  her,  whom  the  Timbrel  of  Bacchus  aroufes, 
Thy  Daughter  may  better  lay  fiege  to  the  Houfes 
Of  youthful  Gallants,  while  (he  wantonly  gambols, 
Of  Nothus  enamour'd,  like  a  Goat  in  its  Rambles  ; 
The  Spindle,  the  Diftaff,  and  Wool-fpinning  thrifty, 
Not  muficai  Inftruments  fit  Thee  at  fifty, 
Nor  Rofes  impurpled,  enriching  the  Breeze, 
Nor  Hogfheads  of  Liquor  drunk  down  to  the  Lees. 


in  Rome  of  breaking  open  the  Houfes  of  their  Gallants,  by 
which  the  preient  Paffage  is  well  explained.  The  Quota- 
tion from  Seneca  is  very  pretty  ;  Crifpus  Paffienus  uied 
often  to  fay,  that  we  hold,  not  fhut  the  Door,  agamft  Flat- 
tery, which  we  treat  like  a  Miftrefs,  who  is  welcome  if  Ihe 
gently  force  open  the  Door,  but  more  welcome  if  Ihe  break 
it  open.  Crijpus  Paffienus  fcpe  dicebat,  Adulationi  not  opfo- 
uert,  non  claudere  ojtium,  6f  quittent  fee,  quemadmodum  arnica 
jolet,  qu<sfi  impulit,  grata  e/f,  grader,  ft  cffregerit. 


CARMEN  XVI.    ^/M/ECENATEM. 

INCLUSAM  Danaen  turns  aenea, 
Robuibeque  fores,  &  vigilum  canum 
Triftes  cxcubiae  munierant  falls 
No£hirnis  ab  adulteris  j 

Si  non  Acrifium  virginis  abditae  5 

Cuftodem  pavidum  Jupiter  &  Venus 

Rififlent :  fore  enim  tutum  iter  &  patens, 
Converfo  in  pretium  Deo. 

Aurum  per  medios  ire  fatellites, 
Et  perrumperc  amat  faxa,  potentius  10 

ICT.U  fulmineo.     Concidit  auguris 
Argivi  domus,  ob  lucnun 

Demcrfa 


That  Riches  occafion  the  gre.iteft  Evil,  and  that  an  ho- 
neft,  contented  Mediocrity  brines  the  greatcit  Good,  is  the 
whole  Defign  of  this  Ode.  Mr.  Dacier  imagines,  the 
Poet's  principal  Intention  was  to  thank  Maecenas  for  a  lit- 
tle Dwelling  which  he  had  given  him,  and  to  allure  him 
that  he  was  happier  in  this  little  Dwelling,  than  if  his  Pa- 
tron had  made  him  Governor  of  a  Province  or  a  King- 
dom. 

Verf.  2.  Rob:tj}<c<jue  fores. ~\  The  Latins  ufcd  rotuftus  and 
robvjhus  for  roboreus  and  roburneus,  any  Thing  made  of 
Oak.  Wre  find  in  Plautus,  career  robujlus  ;  and  in  Feftus, 
arc*  robujl*.  Horace  tells  us,  that  the  Walls  of  this 
Tower  were  of  Brafs,  and  the  Doors  of  Oak,  to  (hew  that 
they  were  extremely  ftrong.  SAN. 

4.  NoSurnis  ab  aJulteris.]  This  Paflage  is  a  new  Proof 
of  a  Remark  already  made,  that  the  Latins  ufed  Adulttrt* 
ior  a  Lover 

6.  Jupiter  &  Venus.']  This  Oppofition  of  Characters  is 
beautiful.  On  one  fide  Acrifms  diftruflful,  unquiet,  and 
vigilant  i  employing  all  Methods  to  hinder  any  Accefs  to  his 

Daughter. 
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ODE  XVI. .   70  M^CENAS. 

OF  watchful  Dogs  an  odious  Ward  ' 
Might  well  one  haplefs  Virgin  guard, 
When  in  a  Tower  of  Brafs  immuf'd, 
And  by  ftrong  Gates  of  Oak  fecur'd, 
Although  by  mortal  Gallants  lewd 
With  all  their  midnight  Arts  purfu'd, 
Had  not  great  Jove,  and  Venus  fair, 
Laugh'd  at  her  Father's  fruitlefs  Care, 
For  well  they  knew  no  Fort  could  hold 
Againft  a  God,  when  chang'd  to  Gold. 

Stronger  than  Thunder's  winged  Force 
All-powerful  Gold  can  fpeed  its  Courfe, 
Through  watchfnl  Guards  its  Paflage  make, 
And  loves  through  folid  Walls  to  break  ; 
From  Gold  the  overwhelming  Woes, 
That  crum'd  the  Grecian  Augur,  rofe  : 

Philip 


Daughter.  On  the  other,  Jupiter  and  Venus  tranquil,  con- 
tented,  and  fure  of  Succefs,  laughing  at  the  Precautions  of 
the  Father. 

8.  Infretium.}  Horace  follows  the  common  and 
Opinion,  that  Jupiter  transformed  himfelf  into  a  Shower 
of  Gold.  In  Terence,  as  explained  by  Donatus,  the  God 
appears  behind  a  golden  Shower,  which  breaks  open  his 
Paflage,  and  lie  then  enters  the  Tower  in  a  human  Form. 
Pretium  is  not  here  ufed  for  Pretium  concubitus,  as  fome 
Commentators  imagine.  Awum,  Petunia,  Pretium,  Lu- 
crum,  and  Mantra,  fignify  the  fame  Thing.  DAC. 

12.   Auguris  drginn  domus.~\    Eriphile  difcovered   to    her 
Brother  Adraftus,  where  her  Hulband  Amphiaraus  had  con- 
cealed 
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78      Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3: 
Demerfa  exitio.     Diffidit  urbium 
Portas  vir  Macedo,  &  fubruit  aemulos 

Reges  muneribus.     Munera  naviuin  15 

Saevos  illaqueant  duces. 
Crefcentem  fequitur  cura  pecuniam, 
Majorumque  fames.     Jure  perhorrui 

Late  confpicuura  tollere  verticem, 

Maecenas,  equitum  decus.  ?.« 

Quanto  quifque  fibi  plura  negaverit, 
A  Dis  plura  fertt.     Nil  cupientium 

Nudus  caftra  pcto  j  &  transfuga  divitum 

Partes  linquerc  geftio, 

Contemt* 


cealed  himfelf,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  go  to  the 
War  of  Thebes,  from  whence  he  knew  he  mould  never 
return.  She  received  a  Necklace  of  Pearl  as  the  Price  of 
her  Treachery,  and  Amphiaraus  went  to  the  Siege,  where 
he  was  flain.  Her  Son  Alcnueon,  in  Revenge  for  his  Fa- 
ther, put  her  to  Death,  aud  he  was  afterwards  killed  by 
his  Uncles  in  Vengeance  for  their  Sifter.  Thus  Horace 
juftly  fays,  that  the  Avarice  of  one  Woman  was  the  Ruin 
of  the  whole  Family.  LAMB. 

13.  Exitio.]  They  who   read  demerfa.  txcldlt,  join  toge- 
ther two  metaphorical  Terms,  which  contradict  each  other. 
Befides,  exitio  is  found  in  the  greateft  Number  of  the  bell 
Manufcripts;  tieque  aliter  plures  CJf  pctiores  cgdices.          BENT. 

14.  Vir  fiJaccJo.']  Philip  was  advifed   by  the  Oracle  of 
Apollo  to  fight  with  golden  Spears,  and  it  was  one  of  his 
Maxims,  that  no  Fortrefs  was  impregnable,  into  which  an 
Afs  could  enter  loaden  with  Gold. 

15.  Munera  nav'turn.]   Even  Captains  of  Ships  are  not 
.Proof  againft  the  Temptations  of  Gold.     It  has  been  al- 
ways remarkable  that  Seamen  have  ibmething  of  Rude- 

•nefs  and  Ficrcenefs  in  their  Manners  and  Temper;  but 

perhaps 
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Philip  with  Gold  through  Cities  broke, 

And  rival  Monarchs  felt  his  Yoke  ; 

Captains  of  Ships  to  Gold  are  Slaves, 

Though  fierce  as  their  own  Winds  and  Waves  ; 

Yet  gloomy  Care,  and  Thirft  of  more, 

Attends  the  flill  encreafing  Store. 

While  you  in  humble  Rank  appear, 
Gracing  the  Knighthood  that  You  wear, 
By  your  Example  taught,  I  dread 
To  raife  the  far  confpicuous  Head. 
The  more  we  to  ourfelvcs  deny, 
The  more  the  bounteous  Gods  fupply. 
Far  from  the  Quarters  of  the  Great, 
Happy,  though  naked,  I  retreat, 
And  to  th'  unwifhing  Few  with  Joy 
A  blefs'd  and  bold  Deferter  fly. 

Pofleft 


perhaps  the  Poet  intended  this  Remark  particularly  againft 
fome  Captains  of  Ships  at  that  Time,  who  failed  in  their 
Duty,  by  being  corrupted  with  Gold.  TORR. 

17.  Crefeentem  fequitur,  &c.]  Horace  hath  already  prov- 
ed, by  Examples  both  of  Fable  and  Hiftory,  that  neither 
Prudence  nor  Honour  are  of  Strength  fufficient  to  refill  the 
Power  of  Gold.  He  now  adds  two  Evils,  which  frequently 
arife  from  Riches,  an  Increafe  of  our  Difquietudes,  and  an 
Enlargement  of  our  Defires.  SAN. 

22.  Nil  cupientium  cajlra  pefo."]  Perhaps  the  Poet,  in  thus 
oppofmg  the  Contented  to  the  Rich,  deligned  to  praife  Mae- 
cenas, in  Oppofition  to  other  great  Men  of  that  Time, 
whofe  Ambition  was  ever  in  Purfuit  of  Power  and  Employ- 
ments. To  mew  that  he  relblved  to  follow  the  Party  of 
his  Patron,  he  makes  ufe  of  a  Metaphor  taken  from  War, 
•and  the  Deferters,  who  leave  one  Side  to  follow  the  For- 
tunes of  another.  SAM. 


36    Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3, 
Contemfce  dominus  fplendidior  rei,  2$ 

Quam  fi  quidquid  arat  non  piger  Appulus 
Occultare  meis  dicerer  horreis, 

Magnas  inter  opes  inops. 
Purae  rivus  aquae,  filvaque  jugerurrt 
Paucorum,  &  fegetis  certa  fides  mese,  3° 

Fulgentem  imperio  fertilis  Africae 

Fallit,  forte  beatior. 

Quanquam  nee  Calabrae  mella  ferunt  apes, 
Nee  Laeftrygonia  Bacchus  in  amphora 

Languefcit  mihi,  nee  pinguia  Gallicis  35 

Crefcunt  vellcra  pafcuis ; 

Importuna 


15.  Content*  ret.}  Horace  calls  his  little  Farm  a  con- 
temptible  Fortune  ;  not  in  his  own  Efteem,  for  that  were 
ridiculous,  but  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Great,  who  would 
not  envy  him  fuch  a  Pofleilion.  Yet  it  was  glorious  to  be 
Pofieffor  of  what  he  owed  to  the  Bounty  of  his  Patron  ; 
not  to  his  own  Sollicitations  and  Purfuits.  DAC. 

28.  Magnas  inter  opes  inops.']  Nothing  is  more  common 
than  this  «  overty  in  the  midft  «f  Abundance.  In  fome  it 
proceeds  from  Avarice,  in  others  from  Prodigality,  while 
He  who  is  contented  with  a  moderate  Fortune,  knows  not 
either  of  thefe  contrary  Exccfies,  which  render  the  Mifer 
and  the  Prodigal  equally  wretched.  SAN. 

30.  Segetis  fdcs.]  This  Paflage  is  particularly  difficult, 
and  ought  to  be  carefully  explained.  Firft,  rivus,  fifoa  and 
Jules  are  all  to  be  applied  to  one  common  Vtrfy  fa/fit,  a 
Manner  of  Writing  very  ufual  in  Horace.  Secondly, 
Sffrtc*  is  governed  both  of  imperio  and  forte.  FuJgens  tm- 
perio  Sfric*  is  a  Paraphrafe  for  the  Proconful  of  Africa, 
and/w  Afric*  fignifies  the  ProconfuKhip  or  Government  of 
that  Province.  The  Latins  ufually  faid,  for,  Africa  ;  for$ 
Macedonia ;  fors  Protrinciarum,  becaufe  their  Governments 
were  determined  by  Lot.  Laftly,  fallit  does  not  fignify  latet 

or 
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Pofleft  of  what  the  Great  defpife, 

In  real,  richer  Pomp  I  rife, 

Than  if,  from  fair  Apulia's  Plain, 

I  ftor'd  in  Heaps  the  various  Grain, 

While,  of  the  wealthy  Mafs  fecure, 

Amidft  the  rich  Abundance  poor. 

A  Streamlet  flowing  through  my  Ground, 
A  Wood  which  a  few  Acres  bound, 
A  little  Farm  of  kindly  Soil, 
Nor  faithlefs  to  its  Mailer's  Toil, 
Shall  tell  the  Conful,  whofe  Domain 
Extends  o'er  Afric's  fertile  Plain, 
Though  of  his  envied  Lot  poflefs'd, 
He  ne'er  fliall  be  like  Horace  blefs'd. 

Though  nor  the  fam'd  Calabrian  Bee 
Colled!  its  flowery  Sweets  for  me  j 
For  me  no  Formian  Vintage  grows, 
With  mellow'd  Warmth  whofe  Bacchus  flows  : 
Nor  oa  the  verdant  Gallic  Mead 
My  Flocks  of  richer  Fleeces  feed, 

Yet 


ignoratur,  but  opinions  fua  dedpit.  The  Terms  being  thus 
explained,  the  Conftru&ion  muft  be  formed,  ager  meus  Sa- 
binus  beatior  Africa  farte  obtenta  fallit  /ifric&  proconfitlem. 
The  Proconful  was  indebted  to  Chance  for  his  Magiftracy. 
Horace  owed  his  Farm  to  the  Friendfhip  of  Maecenas.  The 
Proconful  believes  himfelf  more  happy  than  Horace ;  bat 
he  is  deceived,  becaufe  he  is  ignorant,  that  great  Revenues 
and  Happinefs  are  very  different  Things,  rerhaps  our 
Poet  intended  a  Stroke  of  Satire  upon  the  Perfon,  who  was 
then  Governor  of  Afric,  and  who  might  have  owed,  like 
Him,  his  Fortune  to  Maecenas.  BENT.  SAN. 

Vol..  II.  G 


FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib-3, 

Importuna  tamen  pauperies  abeft  ; 
Nee,  fi  plura  velim,  tu  dare  deneges. 
Contra&o  melius  parva  cupidine 

Veftigalia  porrigam,  40 

Quam  fi  Mygdoniis  regnum  Alyattei 
Carapis  continuem.     Multa  petentibus 

Defunt  multa.     Bene  eft,  cui  Deus  obtulit 
Parca,  quod  fatis  eft,  manu. 

CARMEN 


37.  Importuna  tamen  pauper  iaj]  Import untis  properly  figni- 
fies  a  Peribn,  who  hath  no  Port  or  Harbour,  and  confe- 
quently  never  knows  Repofe.  From  hence  it  is  very 
ftrongly  applied  to  Poverty. 

40.  Vettigalia  porrigam ^\   We    (hall    only  be  capable  of 
explaining  this  Paflage  by  regularly  purfuing  the  Poet's  Rea- 
foning.     By  contraQing  my  Dejlrti   I  Jball  more  largely  extend 
my  little  Fortune,  than  if  I  con/d  unite  the  Kingdoms  of  Lydiet 
and  Phrygia  under  my  Government.     VeSigalia  fignifics  the 
Revenues  and  Incomes  of  an  Eftate,  and  may  not  impro- 
perly be  ufed  for  the  Eftate  irfelf,  which  the  Poet  thus  en- 
larges  by  contracting    his  Deftres.     The  Word  porrigere 
frequently  fignifies  in  the  bed  Authors,  to  extend,  to  ftretch 
out,  or  enlarge.     Mr.  Dacier  makes  the  Poet  fay,  that  he 
could  pay  his  little  Taxes  with  more  Eafe  in  this  Manner, 
than  if"  he  were  King  of  Lydia,  and  were  obliged  to  pay 
great  Tributes.     Mr.  Sanadon  by  an  unauthorised  Correc- 
tion, reads  colligam,  I  Jball  collet   my  i.ttle  Revenues  with 
more  Pleafure  than  if,  Sec.     1  n  both   thefe   Interpretations 
the  Poet's  Reafoning  is  broken  and  unconnected,  and  the 
Oppofition  between  the  Contraction  of  our  Wiflies,  and  an 
Enlargement  qf  our  Eflates  is  loft. 

41.  Alyattci]  Le  Fevre  propofcd  this  Correction,  which 
has  been  received  by  Doctor  Bcudey,  Mr.  Cuningham,  and 
Sanadon.     JlyuttL-i,  which  appears  in  the  Editions,  is  no 
more  Latin  than  AcbiUlcus^  or  Orejiiciu  ;  and  perhaps  can 
not  be  found  in  one  ancient  Manufcript.     The  Latins  read 
jlljattes,   dlyiitt!s,  or  /ffyctte.  ;  as  Actitki,  .JcbiJ/ij,  or  Ackll- 
lei  ;  VlyjJtSy  Vl\J/is,  or  Vivffei. 
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Yet  am  I  not  with  Want  oppreft, 
Which  vainly  feeks  the  Port  of  Reft, 
Nor  would  thy  bounteous  Hand  deny 
My  larger  Wifhes  to  fupply  ; 
But  while  thofe  Wifhes  I  reftrain, 
Farther  I  ftretch  my  fmall  Demaine 
Than  could  I  diftant  Kingdoms  join, 
And  make  united  Empires  mine  j 
For  fure  the  State  of  Man  is  fuch, 
They  greatly  want,  who  covet  much  : 
Then  happy  He,  whom  Heaven  hath  fed 
With  frugal,  but  fufficient  Bread. 
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CARMEN  XVII.  Ad  <£LIUM  LAMIAM. 

LI,  vetufto  nobilis  ab  Lamo, 
(Quando  &  priores  hinc  Lamias  ferunt 
Denominates  &  nepotum 

Per  memores  genus  omne  faftos 
Au&ore  ab  illo  ducit  originem,  r 

Qui  Formiarum  moenia  dicitur 
Princeps,  &  innantem  Maricse 

Litoribus  tenuifle  Lirin 
Late  tyrannus)  eras  foliis  nemus 
Multis  &  alga  litus  inutili  J0 

DemifTa  tempeftas  ab  Euro 

Sternet ;  aquae  nifi  fallit  augur  *   , 

Annofa  cornix.     Dum  potes,  aridum 
Compone  lignum  :  eras  genium  mero 

Curabis,  &'  porco  bimeftri,  l^ 

Cum  famulis  operum  folutis. 

CARMEN 


Mr.  Sanadon  ftrikcs  out  of  this  Ode  the  fccond,   third 
fourth  and  fifth  Lines,  and  reads  it  thus ; 


//',  •vetufte  nobilis  ab  Lamo 
i  Formiarum  mania,  &c. 


This  Critic  thinks  it  his  Duty  (fo  he  exprefles  it)  to  relieve 
the  Poet  from  the  Weight  of  an  ufelefs,  heavy  Parenthefis, 
which  deforms  the  Ode  by  its  Length,  its  profaic  Turn  of 
Expreffion,  and  its  Obfcurity.  Didtur  follows  ftrunt  in  the 
fame  Sentence,  and  the  fame  Senfe.  Duds,  the  Reading 
n  a  £•  *^anu^cr'Pts'  and  of  all  Editions,  diforders  the 
*ion  beyond  the  Power  of  Grammar,  and  the  fifth 
V  erfe  is  only  a  Repetition  of  the  firft. 

Thefe 


ODE*  XVII.     To  JULIUS  LAMIA. 

LIUS,  whofe  ancient  Lineage  fprings 
From  Lamus,  Founder  of  the  Name, 
(From  whom  a  facred  Line  of  Kings 

Shines  through  the  long  Records  of  Fame, 
From  whom  th'  illuftrious  Race  arofe, 

Who  firft  pofleft  the  Formian  Towers, 
And  reign'd  where  Liris  fmoothly  flows 

To  fair  Marica's  marfhy  Shores) 
If  the  old  Shower-foretelling  Crow 

Croak  not  her  beading  Note  in  vain, 
To-morrow's  Eaftern  Storm  fhall  ftrow 

The  Woods  with  Leaves,  with  Weeds  the  Main. 
Then  pile  the  Fuel  while  you  may, 

And  chear  your  Spirit  high  with  Wine, 
Give  to  your  Slaves  one  idle  Day, 

And  feaft  upon  the  fatted  Swine. 


Thefe  Reafons  oblige  him  to  think,  that  the  four  Lines 
are  an  Addition  of  fome  miferable  Pedant,  or  bad  Poet,  in 
feme  Age  after  the  Times  of  pure  Latinity. 

It  mult  be  confefled,  that  the  Text  is  not  without  Diffi  • 
culty,  which  Heinfius  firft  perceived,  and  which  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  endeavours  to  remedy  by  reading  ducit  inftead  of  duar, 
conftruing  genus  as  a  Nominative  Cafe,  and  continuing  the 
Parentheus  down  to  tyrannus. 

Verf.  7.  Innantem  Marie  a  litoribus.']  Horace  here  dc- 
fcribes  a. River-God,  and  by  the  Word  innantem  gives  us  a 
beautiful  Image  of  the  Smoothnefs,  with  which  he  rolls  his 
Waters  to  the  Sea. 
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CARMEN  XVIII.     Ad  FAUNUM. 

FAUNE,  Nympharum  fugientum  amator, 
Per  meos  fines  &  aprica  rura 
Lenis  incedas,  abeafque  parvis 

/Equus  alumnis ; 
Si  tener  pleno  cadit  hcedus  anno ; 
Larga  nee  defunt  Veneris  fodali 
Vina  craterae  ;  vetus  ara  multo 
Funiat  odore. 


Ludit 


Tranflatcd  by  Dr  DUN  KIN. 

This  Ode  is  divided  into  two  equal  Parts.  The  firft 
contains  the  Petition  of  the  Poet;  the  fecond  the  Benefit* 
of  the  God,  and  the  Acknowledgments  of  the  Village 
Mir.  banadon  fays  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  this 
Foem,  but  that  it  is  written  in  a  fine  Tafte,  the  Defign 
well  maintained,  the  Verification  flowing,  the  Sentiments 

Jiral,  the  Images  pleafmg  and  rural,  the  Expreffion  eafy 
and  elegant. 


ti,     C     5.'  ***&!«']  The  ^ans  believed,  that  many  of 
Uxeir  Gods  parted  their  Winter  in  one  Country,  and  their 
Summer  m   another.     Faunus  was  of  this  Number.     He 
H?K    //;  J»  to  Italy  the  thirteenth  of  February,  and 
ecurned  the  fifth  of  December.     His   Departure  and  Re. 
turn  were  celebrated  with  Sacrifices,  and  probably  this  Ode 

Poet  f        /  1S  December  *'^val,  from  Whence  the 

roet  lays  abeas. 


ODE  XVIII.     To  FAUNUS. 

FA  UN  US,  who  with  eager  Flame 
Chafe  the  Nymphs,  thy  flying  Game, 
If  a  tender  Kid  diftain, 
Each  returning  Year,  thy  Fane, 
If  with  Wine  we  raife  the  Soul 
(Social  Venus  loves  the  Bowl) 
If  thy  dedicated  Shrine 
Smoke  with  Odours,— Breath  divine  ! 
Gently  traverfe  o'er  my  Bounds, 
Gently  through  my  funny  Grounds, 
Gracious  to  my  fleecy  Breed, 
Sporting  o'er  the  flowery  Mead. 


It  is  pot  difficult  to  fee  that  this  Fiaion  is  founded  upon 
a  natural  Reafon,  taken  from  the  Changes  of  the  Seaions 
in  Italy,  where  the  Earth  opens  her  Bolom  in  Fruitfulnefs 
to  the  Month  of  February,  and  is  hardened  by  Froftm 

DtTmpar^s  «quu,  alumnis.-]  The  Vulgar  believed  that  this 
God  fent  Phantoms  and  Speftres  to  dillurb  their  Infants  in 
the  Nieht ;  and  upon  this  Foundation  the  Commentators 
imaginl  that  Horace  intreats  him  to  fpare  the  Children  of 
his  L)omeilics.  But  by  alumni;,  the  Poet  means  the  Young- 
lings of  his  Flocks,  which  had  moft  Occafion  for  the  Pro- 
tecfion  of  the  God  to  preferve  them  agamit  the  Inclemency 
of  th«  approaching  Winter.  "OND' 

6.   Venerhfoda^  This  Cup  is    called  the   Compamon   oj 
Venus    becaufe  Venus  and  Bacchus  are  mutually  mterefted 
to  converfe  together,  and  fupport  each  others  Gaiety    Thus 
Ariftophanes  calls  Wine  the  Milk  of  Venus. 
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88      Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3^ 
Ludit  herbofo  pec  us  omne  campo, 
Quum  tibi  Nonae  redfeunt  Decembres  j  IQ 

Feftus  in  pratis  vacat  otiofo 

Cum  bove  pagus : 
Inter  audaces  lupus  errat  agnos  : 
Spargit  agreftes  tibi  fdva  frondes  : 
Gaudet  invifam  pepulifle  foflbr  j  $ 

Ter  pede  terram. 

CARMEN 


9.  LaJit  lerlofo}  The  fecond  Part  of  tho  Ode  begins 
here.  The  Flocks  feel  the  Protection  of  die  God,  and 
forget  their  natural  Timidity.  The  Team  is  loofed  from 
the  Plow,  and  the  Swain,  in  ruftic  Dance,  beats  the  Earth 
in  Revenge  for  his  Labour  of  cultivating  it. 

1 4.  Spargit  agrefts.}  In  Italy  the  Trees  fhed  their  Leave* 
in  December,  and  Horace  artfully  manages  this  Circum- 
ftance,  as  if  the  Trees  themfelves,  touched  by  the  Divi- 
nity of  Faunus,  poured  down  their  Leaves  to  cover  his 
Way.  It  was  cuftomary  in  all  rural  Feftivals,  to  ftrow  the 
Ground  with  Leaves,  as  in  Virgil,  /fargere  bumum  fiorenti- 
bui  berbis.  j)AC 

1 6.  Ter.}  This  was  probably  the  Meafure  of  their  Dances  \ 
or  perhaps  the  Poet  would  mark  the  Number  of  thofe 
Dances,  which  might  have  been  performed  three  times 
in  a  Day ;  m  the  Morning,  Mid-day,  and  Evening,  for 
lome  myftenous  Reafon  no  longer  known.  TORR  SAN 
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See  my  Flocks  in  fportive  Vein 
Frifk  it  o'er  the  verdant  Plain, 
When  through  Winter's  Gloom  thy  Day 
Feftal  fhines,  the  Peafants  play, 
On  the  graffy-matted  Soil, 
Round  their  Oxen,  free  from  Toil. 
See  the  Wolf  forgets  his  Prey, 
With  my  daring  Lambs  to  play  j 
See  the  Foreft's  bending  Head 
At  thy  Feet  its  Honours  (lied, 
While  with  joyful  Foot  the  Swain 
Beats  the  Glebe  he  plow'd  with  Pain. 


,       "  v~  i 
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CARMEN  XIX. 


QUANTUM  diftet  ab  Inacho 
Codrus,  pro  patria  non  timidus  mori, 
Narras,  &  genus  jEaci, 

Et  pugnata  facro  bella  fub  Ilio  : 
Quo  Chium  pretio  cadum  5 

Mercemur,  quis  aquam  temperet  ignibus, 
Quo  praebente  domum,  &  quota 
Pclignis  caream  frigoribus,  taces. 

Da 


While  Horace  propofed  Come  Diversion  in  Honour  of 
Murena,  who  had  been  chofen  Augur,  a  young  Greek, 
called  Telephus,  continually  entertained  the  Company  with 
the  ancient  Hiilory  of  his  Country.  The  Poet  interrupted 
him,  telling  him,  that  it  were  better  to  enquire  where  the 
beft  Wine  was  to  be  had,  with  all  other  Requifites  for  a 
Feaft,  that  they  might  drink  their  Friend's  Health,  and  do 
him  Honour  in  his  new  Employment.  The  gay  Propofal 
fucceeded  Horace  put  it  into  Verfe,  and  his  Ode  is  written 
with  that  fpirited  Delicacy,  which  Men  of  Wit  and  Plcafure 
give  to  every  thing  they  fay.  DAC. 

Verf.  4.  Pugnata  Jacro  fub  Ilio.  ]  Euftathius  tells  us,  that 
Troy  was  called  facred,  not  only  becaufe  it  was  built  by 
Gods,  but  becaufe  it  contained  a  Number  of  Temples,  from 
whence  Virgil  calls  it  the  Houfe  of  Gods,  Divum  domui. 

(>.  guis  aquam  temperet  ignibus.']  This  warm  Water  mufl 
have  been  intended  for  Bathing.  The  Ancients  never  fat 
down  at  their  Entertainments  until  they  had  bathed.  BOND. 
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ODE  XIX.     To  TELEPHUS. 

WHEN  Inachus  reign'd  to  Thee  is  notorious, 
When  (lain  for  his  Country  was  Codrus  the 

glorious ; 

When  govern'd  the  Monarchs  from  Peleus  defcended, 
-When  Troy  was  befieged,  and  fo  bravely  defended, 
But  where  the  beft  Chian,  or  what  it  may  coft  ye, 
Or  how  we  may  warm  the  dull  Winter  fo  frofly, 
Or  temper  our  Water  with  Embers  fo  glowing, 
Ah  !  Telephus,  here'Thou  art  ftrangely  unknowing. 

Here's 


j.  Quota  J]  It  is  hard  to  fay  what  this  refers  to  ;  fome 
underftand  hord  ;  others  domo  ^ome  even  change  the  Text, 
and  read  quotus  ;  but  this  is  neither  authorifed,  nor  neceffaiy. 
Mr.  Sanadon  thinks  thaZjumtna  or  collect d,  or  fymbold  mould 
be  underflood,  and  that  Horace  demands  to  what  Expence 
their  Wine,  their  Bath,  and  Fire  would  amount. 

8.  Pelignis  caream  frigoribus.~\  The  Country  of  the  Pe- 
lignians  was  mountainous,  and  confequently  cold,  from 
whence  Horace  fays  Pelignum  frigus,  as  in  the  twenty- lixth 
Ode  he  fays  ni<ue  Sithonia,  to  exprefs  an  extreme  Coldnefs 
in  the  northern  Snow.  Such  a  manner  of  Expreffion  is 
lively,  poetical,  and  understood  without  Difficulty  ;  yet  Mr. 
Dacier,  after  Torrentius,  thinks  it  unjuft,  nor  ever  to  be 
imitated.  But  in  this  Place  he  allows  it  not  unpardonable, 
fince  it  might  have  been  defigned  as  a  particular  Raillery 
on  Telephus,  who  probably  had  an  Houfe  in  that  Country, 
to  which  he  was  inviting  the  Company ;  or  where  Horace 
had  already  been.  Thus  it  might  be  a  pleafant  Hint  that 
he  mould  provide  for  their  Entertainment,  or  a  Reproach 
for  the  Manner  in  which  he  had  treated  the  Poet. 


92       Q.  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lab.  3. 
Da  Lunae  propere  nova?, 

Da  no<5bs  mediae,  da,  puer,  auguris  j^ 

Murenae  :  tribus  aut  novem 

Mifcentor  cyathis  pocula  commodis. 
Qui  Mufas  amat  impares, 

Ternos  ter  cyathos  attonitus  petet 
Vates :  tres  prohibet  fupra  t  _ 

Rixarum  metuens  tangere  Gratia, 

NudU 


_9.  Da  LU**  HOV*.]    We  muft  here  underftand 
Telephus  was  prepanng  to  find  Reafons  aainft  the 


ttsppS^tttsS 


tween 
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Here's   a  Bumper    to  Midnight  j    to  Luna's   firft 

fhining ; 

A  third  to  our  Friend  in  his  Poft  of  divining. 
Come  fill  up  the  Bowl,  then  fill  up  your  Bumpers, 
Let  three,  or  thrice  three,  be  the  jovial  of  Numbers. 
The  Poet,  enraptur'd,  fure  never  refufes 
His  Brimmers  thrice  three  to  his  odd-number'd  Mufes  ; 
But  the  Graces,  in  naked  Simplicity  cautious, 
Are  afraid  more  than  three  might  to  Quarrels  debauch 

us. 

Gay 


tween  which  Horace  himfelf  perfectly  diflinguifhes.  Pocula 
were  properly  Cups,  of  which  there  were  different  Sizes,  and 
Cyathus  was  a  very  little  Goblet,  with  which  they  mealured 
their  Wine  and  Water,  when  they  poured  them  into  the 
Cups.  When  therefore  the  Poet  fays,  mifcentor poettla  tribtu 
out  novem  cyathis,  he  commands  the  Waiters  to  pour,  into 
the  fame  Cup,  either  three  or  nine  Cyatbi,  and  orders  that 
the  Guefts  (hall  drink  them  at  one  Draught. 

Cyathis  commons.]  The  ancient  Interpreter  explains  com- 
modis  by  aptis,  as  if  every  one  fhould  drink  according  to  his 
prefent  Situation  and  Circumftances  j  whether  he  lived  under 
the  Protection  of  the  Graces,  or  was  a  Favourite  of  the 
Mufes.  But  it  feems  more  natural  to  think,  that  Horace, 
in  his  prefent  Chearfulnefs,  calls  for  Bumpers  for  all  the 
Company  without  DiftinfHon.  The  Latins  ufed  the  Word 
comma  Jus  to  fignify  whatever  was  perfeft  in  its  kind.  Talen- 
tum  comtnodum  ;  res  comtnodas  ;  alimenta  conrmodu.  RUTGER. 

13.  ^ui  Mv.fas  a-mat  impares.]  Mr.  Dacier  makes  here  an 
ingenious  Remark,  which  gives  to  this  Paflage  a  particular 
Connexion  with  the  Defign  of  the  Ode.  In  drinking  three, 
or  nine  Goblets  to  the  Health  of  the  new  Augur,  the  Poet 
artfully  praifes  his  Politenefs  and  Erudition,  as  if  the  Graces 
and  Mufes  interefl'ed  themfelves  in  his  Glory.  Thus  he 
pays  a  very  delicate  Compliment  to  Murena,  and, mews  his 
own  Refpeft  for  the  GoddeiTes,  who  had  raifed  his  Friend 
to  an  Employment  fo  honourable. 


94      C^HORATII  FLACCI  GARMINUM    Lib,  3. 

Nudis  jun&a  fororibus. 

Infanire  juvat :  Cur  Berecynthiae 
Ceflant  flamina  tibiae  ? 

Cur  pendet  tacita  fiftula  cum  lyra  ?  20 

Parcentes  ego  dexteras 

Odi :  fparge  rofas.     Audiat  invidus 
Dementem  ftrepitum  Lycus, 

Et  vicina  feni  non  habilis  Lyco. 
Spifla  te  nitidum  coml,  25 

Puro  te  funilem,  Telephe,  vefpero, 
Tempeftiva  petit  Chloe  : 

Me  lentus  Glycerae  torret  amor  meac. 

CARMEN 


17.  Gratia  ntulis  jun£lafororibu].~]  The  Cuftom  of  painting 
the  Graces  naked  was  not  of  firll  Antiquity,  although  very 
ancient.     Paufanias  writes,  that  he  could  not  difcover  the 
Painter  or  Sculptor,  who  firft  reprefented  them  naked  ;  for 
all  the  Ancients   painted   them  in  Clothes.     They,    who 
made  the  Alteration  would  infmuate,  that  the  Graces  could 
only  pleafe  by  their  Simplicity,  and  that  they  had  not  any 
Occaiion  for  Ornaments.  DAC. 

1 8.  Infanirejwat.]  Horace  now  leaves  the  too  modeft 
Graces,  and  rifes  in  his  Good-humour.     Having  ordered 
a  certain  Number  of  Glafleb,  he  now  drinks  without  Number 
or  Meafure.  CRUQ^ 

20.  Fi/lu/a.]  The  Fijiula  was  made  of  feven  unequal 
Reeds  for  the  Diverfity  of  Sounds.  As  we  have  not  anv 
fuch  Inftrumcnt,  the  Translation  hath  followed  tbe  French 
Commentators,  who  make  uie  of  the  Word  Hautboy. 

24.  Et  *vidna  /<?«»'.]  Such  is  the  Manner  of  Horace  to 
ftart  away  from  his  SubjeA  with  lome  unexpected  Stroke  of 
Raillery  or  Satire.  The  Tranfition  here  is  particularly 
fpirited,  but  who  the  Pcrfons  arc,  whom  he  aims  at,  is  yet 
unknown.  SAN. 
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Gay  Frolick,  and  Mirth,  to  Madnefs  fhall  fire  us  ; 
Why  breathes  not  the  Flute  then  with  Joy  to  infpire  us? 
Why  hangs  on  the  Wall,  in  Silence  dolorous, 
The  foft-fwelling  Pipe,  and  the  Hautboy  fonorous  ? 
I  hate  all  the  Slaves  that  are  fparing  of  Labour  ; 
Give  us  Rofes  abundant,  and  let  our  old  Neighbour, 
With  his  Damfel,  ill-fuited  to  fuch  an  old  Fellow, 
Even  burft  with  his  Envy  to  hear  us  fo  mellow. 
Poor  Horace  in  Flames,  how  flowly  confuming  ! 
For  Glycera  burns,  while  Chloe  the  blooming 
Her  Telephus  courts,  whofe  Trefles  are  beaming, 
As  are  the  bright  Rays  from  Vefperus  ftreaming. 


CARMEN  XX.    Ad  PYRRHUM. 

NON  vides  quanto  moveas  periclo, 
Pyrrhe,  Gaetulse  catulos  Icaenae  ? 
Dura  poft  paulo  fugies  inaudax 

Prcelia  raptor ; 

Quum  per  obftantes  juvenum  catervas  ^ 

Ibit  infignem  repetens  Nearchum  : 
Grande  certamen,  tibi  praeda  cedat 

Major,  an  illi. 

Interim  dum  tu  celeres  fagittas 

Promis,  haec  dentes  acuit  timendos ;  1O 

Arbiter  pugnze  pofuiile  nudo 

Sub  pede  palmam 
Fertur,  &  leni  recreare  vento 
Sparfum  odoratis  humerum  capillis ; 
Qualis  aut  Nireus  fuit,  aut  aquofa  15 

Raptus  ab  Ida. 

CARMEN 


This  Ode  does  not  want  its  Beauties,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
explain  them  with  Decency.  The  Poet  laughs  at  a  Woman, 
who  is  in  violent  Apprehenfions  of  lofing  her  Lover.  She 
is  compared  to  a  Lionnefs,  when  an  Hunter  attempts  to  rob 
her  of  her  Whelps.  Pyrrhus  is  armed  with  a  Bow  and 
Arrows,  to  ihew  that  he  chufes  a  diftant  Combat,  while 
the  young  Lover  fits  regardlefs  of  the  Battle,  and  indifferent 
to  whom  the  Viftory  fhall  fall. 

Verf.  5.  S£uum  per  obftantes..']  Horace  here  fhews  the 
Contempt  with  which  this  violent  Female  treats  her  Lovers, 
when  me  breaks  through  the  Prefs  in  Purfuit  of  Nearchus. 

DAC. 
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ODE  XX.     <To  PYRRHUS. 

YRRHUS,  you  tempt  a  Danger  high, 
When  you  would  fteal  from  angry  Li- 
onefs  her  Cubs,  and  foon  fliall  fly 
Inglorious. 

What  Wars  of  horrid  Form  arife, 
Through  Crouds  of  Lovers  when  fhe  flies 
To  feek  her  Boy,  and  fnatch  the  Prize, 

Victorious  ? 

You  fliopt ;  fhe  whets  her  Tulks  to  bite  ; 
While  He,  who  fits  to  judge  the  Fight, 
Treads  on  the  Palm  with  Foot  fo  white, 

Difdainful ; 

And  fweetly  floating  in  the  Air, 
Wanton  he  fpreads  his  fragrant  Hair, 
Like  Ganymede,  or  Nireus,  fair, 

And  .vainful. 


VOL.  II.  H 
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CARMEN  XXI.     Ad  AMPHORAM. 

ONATA  mecum  confulc  Manlio 
Seu  tu  querelas,  five  geris  jocos, 
Seu  rixam,  &  infanos  amores, 

Seu  facilem,  pia  tefta,  fomnum  : 
Quocunque  lectum  nomine  Maflicum  5 

Servas,  moveri  digna  bono  die  ; 
Defcende,  Corvino  jubente, 
Promere  languidlora  vina. 

Non 

TranlT.-rted  by  D*.  bint  Kin. 

Mcflala  having  engaged  to  fup  with  Horace,  the  Poet  de- 
fires  his  Bottle  to  pour  out  its  richeft  Wine  to  entertain  fo 
valuable  a  Gueft,  with  whom  he  had  probably  been  ac- 
quainted when  he  fcrvcd  under  Brutus.  The  Remains  of 
that  Army,  after  the  Defeat  ef  tfceir  Generals,  demanded 
Mcflala  for  their  Chief,  but  he  joined  the  Party  of  Oclavins, 
by  whom  he  was  made  AngOr  and  Conful. 

Verf.  i.  O  nata  mefunt.]  Tke  Commentators,  according 
to  the  Letter,  imagine  chat  this  Cafk  was  made  when  Man- 
lius  was  Conful ;  as  if  it  couFd  be  any  Invitation  to  Meflala, 
that  he  mould  drink  his  Wine  out  of  a  Bottle  made  three 
and  thirty  Years,  or  that  the  Pott  himfelf  mould  value  Ris 
Liquor  for  fuch  a  Particularity.  It  matters  little  how  old 
the  Bottle  is,  provided  the  Wine  be  good,  and  the  real  Birth 
is  when  it  is  rilled.  It  then  begins  to  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing all  thofe  Effefts,  which  the  Poet  applies  to  it  in  this 
Ode.  Nata  muft  therefore  be  conilrued  impleta. 

RODELL.  SAN. 

2  Seu ^tu  querelai,  &c  ]  If  thii  Bottle  really  carried  in  it» 
Bolbm  Complaints  and  Quarrels,  querelas  and  rixam,  how 
could  it  deferve  the  Title  of  pia  Tejia,  or  be  worthy  of 
being  drunk  upon  a  feftal  Day,  iKoveri  digna  bono  die? 
Many  Commentators  have  acknowledged  this  Difficulty, 
and  have  endeavoured,  with  very  little  Succefs,  to  explain 
it.  Let  us  therefore  try  fo  reconcile  the  Thoughts,  without 
doing  Violence  to  the  Expreffions. 

The  three  laft  Verfes  of  the  firfl  Strophe  contain  a  Diftri- 

bution  of  the  good  and  bad  Effcds  of  Wine  in  general,  and 

2  the 
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ODE  XXI.     To  his  CASK. 

GENTLE  Cafe  of  mellow  Wine, 
And  of  equal  Age  with  mine  ; 
Whether  you  to  Broils  or  Mirth, 
Or  to  madding  Love  give  Birth  ; 
Or  the  Toper's  Temples  fteep, 
Sweetly  in  ambrofial  Sleep  j 
For  whatever  various  Ufe 
You  preferve  the  chofen  Juice, 
Worthy  of  fome  feftal  Hour, 
Now  the  hoary  Vintage  pour  : 
Come — Corvinus,  Gueft  divine, 
Bids  me  draw  the  fmootheft  Wine. 

Though 

the  firft  Line  of  the  fecond  Stanza  calls  back  the  Poet  from 
his  wandering  after  the  bad  Confequences  of  Wine,  to  fpeak 
only  of  its  good  F.ffe&s.  The  Epithet  pia  enters  into  the 
Invocation,  not  into  the  Enumeration  of  its  Qualities,  and 
is  to  be  referred  to  the  firft  Verfe,  not  to  the  three  following. 
"We  fhould  range  the  Sentence  in  this  Manner,  O  pia.  tefta, 
nata  mecum  confute  Manila,  defcende,  &c. 

5.  Quecunque  lettum  nomine .]  Great  Obfcurity  has  been 
thrown  upon  this  Paflage  by  endeavouring  to  illuftrate  it. 
Legere  'vinum  has  been  underftood  to  gather  the  Grape,  an 
Expreffion  unknown  in  pure  Latinity.  Nomine  has  alfo 
been  taken  for  the  Name  of  a  Coniul,  and  the  Commenta- 
tors are  greatly  perplexed  to  find  who  this  Conful  was, 
though  Horace  himfelf  tells  them  in  the  firft  Line.  But  the 
Word  leflum  better  fignifies  a  chofen,  richer  Wine,  and 
namen  is  often  ufed  for  an  EfFeft,  a  Reafon,  or  Caufe  of  any 
thing.  SAN. 

7.  Defievde.']  The  Romans  had  their  Wine-Cellars  at  the 
Top  of  their  Houfes,  that  their  Wines  might  ripen  fooner 
by  the  Smoke.  CRUQ. 

8.  Lang-uidiora  i-ina.]    Plautus    pleafantly   compares  old 
Wine,  which  hath  loft  its  Relifti  and  Strength,  to  a  Man 
who  hath,  loft  his  Teeth  by  Age,  vinum  vetujlate  edtntulum, 

H  2 


TOO  Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib.  3. 
Non  iile,-  qnanquam  Socraticis  madet 
Sermonibusy  te  negliget  horridu^.  10 

Narratur  &  prifci  Catonis 

Ssepe  mero  caluiflc  virtus. 
Tu  lene  tormentum  ingeiiio  adrnoves 
Plerumque  duro.     Tu  fapientium 

Curas  &  arcanum  jocofo  1 5 

Confilium  retegis  Lyaeo. 

Tu  fpem  reducis  mentibus  anxiis, 

Virefque  ;  &  addis  cornua  pauperi, 

Port  te  neque  iratos  tremcnti 

Regum  apices,  neque  militum  arma.  20 

Te 


10.  IlorriJui.]  The  Sciences,  which  require  any  feveref 
Study,  are  apt  to  render  Men  favnge  and  rude      Epicurus 
alone  of  all  the  Ancients  knew  how  to  humanife  the  Virtue 
of  a  Philofopher,  but  his  Di(Hples  in  general  degenerated 
from  their  Matter  by  not  unde/lranding  his  Principles.    SAN. 

11.  Narratur  f  'prijci  Catcms.]  If  Horace  intended  Cato 
of  Urica,  as  fome  Interpreters  think,  he  has  ill  applied  the 
Verb  nnrratur,  fiuce  he  might  have  been  a  Witnels  of  this 
Particularity,  for  he  was  twenty  Years  of  Age  when  Cato 
killed  himlelf     The  Epithet  Prifat:  is  yet  lefs  juftly  em- 
ployed, as  it  is  liable  to  an  Equivocation,  even  when  it  is 
tranfiated  fei-ere  ;  nor  was  this  Cato  a  proper  Example  of 
Sobriety,  whatever  his  Severity  of  Manners  in  other  Inllances 
might  be,  lince  he  was  very  frequently  known  to  drink  even 
to  Excefs.     The  Poet  therefore  certainly  means  Cato  the 
Cenfor,  who  was  called  Prifr:u  before  he  took  the  Name  of 
Cato ;  who  drank  only  Water  in  Time  of  War,  and   in 
Peace  the  fame  Wine  which  he  gave  to  his  Slaves.     Yet  in 
the  latter  End  of  his  Life  he  enjoyed   his  Botde  and  his 

Friends. 
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Though  with  Science  deep  imbued, 
He  not,  like  a  Cynic  rude, 
Thee  defpifes  ;  for  of  old 
Cato's  Virtue,  we  are  told, 
Often  with  a  Bumper  glow'd, 
And  with  focial  Raptures  flow'd. 

You  by  gentle  Tortures  oft 
Melt  hard  Tempers  into  foft ; 
You  ftrip  off  the  grave  Difguife 

From  the  Counfels  of  the  Wife, 

And  with  Bacchus,  blithe  and  gay, 

Bring  them  to  the  Face  of  Day. 

Hope  by  thee,  fair  Fugitive, 

Bids  the  Wretched  ftrive  to  live  j 

To  the  Beggar  you  difpence 

Heart  and  Brow  of  Confidence  ; 

Warm'd  by  Thee  He  fcorns  to  fear 

Tyrant's  Frown,  or  Soldier's  Spear. 

Bacchus 


Friends,  efpecially  in  the  Country,  and  often  boafted  of  the 
Pleafures  of  the  Table.  DAC. 

13.  Tormentum  ingenio  admtmes.']  Tou  offer  an  agreeable 
Violence  to  the  Mind.  It  is  a  Metaphor  taken  from  War, 
when  a  Town  was  afiaulted  with  Batteries  and  Machines. 
Others  underftand  it  of  giving  the  Torture  to  Criminals  to 
force  a  Secret  from  them  ;  and  Dodor  Bentley  explains  it, 
as  if  Wine  gave  an  Eloquence  and  Facility  to  the  moft 
heavy,  barren  Underflanding. 


102    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib.j. 
Te  Liber,  &,  fi  Jaeta  aderit,  Venus, 
Segnefque  nodum  folvere  Gratiar, 
Vivaeque  producent  lucernae, 

Dum  rediens  fugat  aftra  Phoebus. 

CARMEN 


21.  Et,  Ji  l*ta  as/frit,  Venus.]  The  Poet  invites  Venus  to 
his  Entertainment,  but  as  fhe  frequently  occafions  Quarrels, 
he  will  not  admit  her,  unlefs  fhe  be  good-humoured.     DAC. 

22.  Segnefque  nodum  folvere  Gratia  I\    'The  Graces,  'who  art 
JItnu  to  loofe  their  Knot.     Who  are  infeparably  united  ;  from 
whence  they  are  painted  holding  each  others  Hands. 


CARMEN 
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Bacchus  boon,  and  Venus  fair, 
(If  fhe  come  with  chearful  Air) 
And  the  Graces,  charming  Band  ! 
Ever  dancing  Hand  in  Hand  ; 
And  the  living  Taper's  Flame, 
Shall  prolong  thy  Purple  Stream, 
Till  returning  Phoebus  bright 
Puts  the  lazy  Stars  to  flight. 


H4 
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ODE  XXII.     Ad  D I  A  N  A  M. 

MONTIUM  cuftos  nemorumque  virgo, 
Quae  laborantes  utero  puellas 
Ter  vocata  audis,  adimifque  Jeto, 

Diva  triformis  j 

Imminens  villa-  tua  pinus  efto,  5 

Quam  per  exa&os  ego  laetus  annos, 
Verris  obliquum  meditantis  i&um 
Sanguine  donera. 

CARMEN 


This  Ode  was  probably  written  in  Gratitude  for  Favours, 
which  fome  of  the  Poet's  Miftreffes  had  received  from  Diana, 
but  the  Circumftances  and  Perfon  are  unknown.  DAC. 

Verf.  3.  Ter  vocata.]  Horace  mentions  the  Number  three, 
becaufe  it  was  always  a  myfterious  Number,  or  becaufe 
Women  in  Labour  invoked  the  Goddefs  by  three  principal 
Names  In  the  next  Line  me  is  called  Tnformis,  as  me 
was  Luna  in  Heaven,  Diana  upon  Earth,  and  Proferpine  in 
Hell,  from  whence  me  was  painted  with  three  Heads,  one 
of  a  Lion,  another  of  a  Bull,  and  the  third  of  a  Dog.  SAN. 

5.  Tua  fin.ts  efioJ]  The  Commentators  are  much  perplexed 
in  their  Learning,  to  know  why  Horace  confecrates  a  Pine 
to  Diana ;  whether  it  was  an  Emblem  of  perpetual  Virginity, 
quod  f::nel  exd;a  nunquam  repullulufcit ;  or  becaufe  Ins  and 
Cybele,  to  whom  this  Tree  was  facred,  were  only  other 
Names  for  Liana.  But  perhaps  the  Poet  did  not  intend  to 
perplex  his  gueifing  Commentators,  and  only  defigncd  to 
make  a  Preient  of  his  favourite  Tree  to  the  Goddefs,  for 
preferring  one  of  his  Miftrefles. 


ODE  XXII.     To  DIANA. 

OF  Groves  and  Mountains  guardian  Maid, 
Invok'd  by  three  myfterious  Names  3 
Goddefs  three-form'd,  whofe  willing  Aid 
With  gracious  Pow'er  appears  difplay'd, 
From  Death  to  fave  our  pregnant  Dames : 

To  Thee  I  confecrate  the  Pine, 

Which  nodding  waves  my  Villa  round, 

And  here,  beneath  thy  hallow'd  Shrine, 

Yearly  fliall  bleed  a  feftal  Swine, 
That  meditates  the  fide -long  Wound. 


CARMEN  XXIII.     Ad  PHIDYLEN. 

COELO  fupinas  ii  tukrris  manus 
Nafcente  Luna,  ruftica  Phidyle  ; 
Si  thure  placaris  &  horna 

Fruge  lares,  avidaque  porca  ; 

Nee  peftilentem  fentiet  Afrrcum  5 

Fcecunda  vitis,  nee  fterilem  feges 
Rubiginera,  aut  dulces  alumni 
Pomifero  grave  tempus  anno. 
Nam,  quae  nivali  pafcitur  Algido 
Devota,  quercus  mter  &  iliccs,  10 

Aut  crefcit  Albanis  in  herbis 

Vi&ima,  Pontificum  fecures 

Cervice 


It  is  not  unpleafant  to  fee  an  Epicurean  Poet  inftrudling  a 
pious,  female  Farmer,  how  to  regulate  her  Devotions, 
while  (he  fincerely  believes  He  is  really  aded  by  a  Spirit  of 
Religion  and  Piety.  Mr.  Dacier  and  Sanadon  think  that 
Phidyle  was  his  own  Servant,  and  that  all  his  Directions  are 
given  with  a  View  to  his  own  Intereft.  Perhaps  the  Rea- 
der may  find  fomething  probable  in  the  Conjecture,  but  it 
does  not  feem  neceflary  to  explain  the  Ode. 

Verf.  i.  Supinas  fi  tuler'n  manus. ~\  This  was  the  ufual 
Gefture  of  the  Ancients  when  they  prayed  ;  but  with  this 
Difference,  that  when  they  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  ce- 
leftial  Gods  they  held  the  Palms  of  their  Hands  upwards, 
as  if  to  receive  a  Blefling ;  but  turned  them  towards  the 
Earth  in  their  Prayers  to  the  infernal  Gods,  as  if  to  avert 
an  Evil.  CRUQ. 

2.  Nafcente  LundJ]  Women  of  the  Country  are  commonly 
very  exaft  in  all  outward  Ceremonies  of  Religion,  and  very 
fcrupulous  not  to  let  any  Feftival  pafs  by  without  a  Sa- 
crifice. 


ODE  XXIII.     fo  PHIDYLE. 

IF  on  the  new-born  Moon,  with  Hands  fupine, 
My  Phidyle,  laborious  Ruftic,  prays  ; 
If  £he  with  Incenfe,  and  a  ravening  Swine, 
And  yearly  Fruits  her  Houfhold  Gods  appeafe, 

Nor  peftilential  Storm  {hall  finite  her  Vines, 
Nor  barren  Mildew  {hall  her  Harvefts  fear, 

Nor  {hall  her  Flocks,  when  the  fad  Year  declines 
Beneath  its  Fruitage,  feel  th'  autumnal  Air. 

Let  the  devoted  Herds,  that  lowing  feed 

In  fnow-top'd  Algidum's  high-branching  Wood  ; 

Or  the  fair  Kine  of  rich  Albania  bleed, 

And  ftain  the  Pontiff's  haUow'd  Axe  with  Blood  ; 

The 


crifice.  Every  Month  in  the  Heathen  Calendar  produced 
feveral  Holidays,  the  Calends,  Nones,  and  Ides,  without 
mentioning  the  particular  Feails  of  Pan,  Diana,  Priapus, 
and  other  rural  Deities.  But  Horace  would  confine  this 
lavifli  Piety  to  the  Time  of  the  new  Moon,  and  would 
even  then  regulate  the  Expence  of  the  Sacrifice.  SAN. 

7.  RubigoJ]  Huetius  gives  an  ingenious  and  probable 
Account  of  this  Blight  or  Mildew  in  Corn.  He  fancies, 
that  the  Drops  of  Dew,  being  collected,  arc  like  convex  or 
burning  Glaffes,  which  being  heated  by  the  Rays  of  the 
Sun,  contradl  a  cauftic  Quality,  that  barns  the  Grain, 
Fruits,  Flowers  or  Leaves,  upon  which  they  lie. 

9.  Nam  qua?  nivali.]  The  Reafon,  which  the  Poet  urges 
to  Phidyle  for  moderating  her  pious  Profufion,  is,  that  our 
Frefents  to  the  Gods  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  our  Sta- 
tion and  Abilities ;  and  that  a  Diftinftion  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferved  between  public  and  private  Sacrifices.  SAN. 


io8    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Cervice  tingct.     Te  nihil  attinet 
Tentare  multa  carde  bidentium, 

Parvos  coronantcm  marino  15 

Rore  Deos,  fragiJique  myrto. 
Immunis  aram  fi  tetigit  manus, 
Non  fnmtuofa  blandior  hoftia 
Mollirit  averfos  penates 

Farre  pio,  &  faliente  mica.  20 

CARMEN 


15.  Parvos  Deos.}  In  Oppofition  to  what  precedes.  Pon- 
tiffs offer  Viftims  fattened  in  the  richeft  Paftnres,  bccaufe 
they  facrifice  to  the  great  tutelar  Gods  of  Rome,  of  tkeir 
Country,  and  of  the  whole  Empire ;  but  it  is  fufficient 
to  crown  the  petty,  domeftic,  rural  Deities,  who  prefide 
over  a  little  Country-Seat,  with  Myrtle  and  Rofemary. 
Horace  might  indeed  defire  that  Phidyle  fhould  underftand 
him  in  this  Seufe,  but  perhaps  he  defigned,  under  Favour 
of  this  Equivocal  Term,  to  divert  himtelf  at  the  Expence 
of  thefe  little  Gods.  This  is  not  improbable  Raillery  in 
an  Epicurean  Poet.  SAN. 

17.  fmmunii  »ram."\  Some  of  our  late  Annotators  aflert 
that  immunis  can  only  fignifyy?**  munerihtt,  as  if  the  Hand 
could  be  faid  to  be  empty,  which  offers  to  the  Gods  Bar- 
ley, Salt,  Incenfe,  and  Fruits.  But  we  may  find  at  leaft 
two  Inftances  in  Pliny,  where  imntttnis  means  pure,  un- 
tainted, which  alone  can  here  preferve  our  Poet  from  con- 
tradifting  himfelf.  The  Sentiment  thus  underftood  is  juft 
and  moral ;  and  nobly  terminates  the  Poem.  SAN. 

19.  Mollirit. ,]  Here  the  Manufcripts  and  Editions  greatly 
vary.  Some  read  mcllibit,  others  mollivit.  No  Author  in 
the  Auguftan  Age  has  ever  made  Ufe  of  the  Termination 
ik*  in  the  Future  Tenfe  of  the  fourth  Conjugation,  and  if 
Horace  had  done  it  in  this  Inftance,  fome  ancient  Gram- 
marian would  probably  have  taken  Notice  of  the  Singula- 
rity. The  prefent  Reading  was  propofed  by  Gogavius,  and 
is  received  by  Mr.  Cuningham  and  Sanadon. 


Od.  23.      THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  109 

The  little  Gods  around  thy  facred  Fire 
No  vaft  Profufion  of  the  Victim's  Gore, 

But  pliant  Myrtle  Wreaths  alone  require, 
And  fragrant  Herbs,  the  pious,  rural  Store. 

A  grateful  Cake,  when  on  the  hallow'd  Shrine 
Offer'd  by  Hands,  that  know  no  guilty  Stain, 

Shall  reconcile  th*  offended  Powers  divine, 
When  bkeds  the  pompous  Hecatomb  in  vain. 


CARMEN  XXIV.     In  AVAROS. 

INTACTIS  opulentior 
Thefauris  Arabum  &  divitis  Indiar, 
Cjementis  licet  occupes 

Tyrrhenum  omne  tuis,  &  mare  Apulicum  ; 
Si  figit  adamantines  5 

Summis  verticibus  dira  neceffitas 
Clavos  ;  non  animum  metu, 

Non  mortis  laqueis  expedies  caput. 

Campeftres 


To  inftruft  with  Dignity  and  Delight  is  almoft  the  pecu- 
liar Character  of  Lyric  Poetry,  which  creates  Refpect  for 
moral  Truth  by  Sublimity  of  Sentiments,  Majefly  of  Ca- 
dence, Boldnefs  of  Figures,  and  Force  of  Expreflion, 
while  it  prevents  Difgull  by  its  Brevity,  Variety,  and  a 
Choice  of  Ornaments  which  a  good  Poet  knows  how  to 
ufe  with  Propriety.  Among  a  great  Number  of  Pieces, 
which  Horace  wrote  in  this  Kind,  the  prclent  Ode  is  not 
the  leaft  eftimable.  It  is  naturally  divided  into  three  Parts, 
In  the  firft  he  expofes  the  licentious  Enormities  of  his  Age ; 
in  the  fecond  he  difcovcrs  their  Caules  ;  and  applies  their 
proper  Remedies  in  the  third. 

It  appears  by  the  twenty  fixth  Verfe,  that  this  Ode  was 
written  before  the  Year  724,  which  ended  the  civil  Wan, 
at  lealt  it  preceded  the  Expedition  of  Arabia  in  727  SAN. 

Verf.  5.  Si  f git.}  It  is  not  eafy  to  explain  this  Expref- 
fion,  or  the  Defcription  of  Neccflity  in  the  firfl  Book,  which 
probably  was  taken  from  a  Pidure  or  Statue  of  Fate  and 
Fortune.  Some  Commentators  underlland  by  fummis  i-er- 
tidliui  the  Buildings  which  Horace  defcribes  ;  others  think, 
that  he  menns  the  Heads  of  the  Perfons,  who  erected  them  j 
and  Dodor  Bentleyis  perfuaded,  that  Neceflity  drives  thefe 
Nails  fo  forcibly,  even  up  to  their  Heads,  ufr/ue  ad  fummos 
•vertices,  fwnma  ipforum  capita,  that  no  Strength  can  pull 
them  out,  tit  mdla  <ui  tvelli  tojp,,t.  Perhaps,  the  following 
Remarks,  certainly  of  much  Curiofity  and  Learning,  may 
better  explain  the  Paflage.  It  was  a  Superilition  of  the 

firA 


(  III  ) 


ODE  XXIV.     Againft  MISERS. 

rip  HO  UGH  of  th'  unrifled  Gold  pofleft 
A      Of  gorgeous  Ind,  and  Araby  the  bleit : 
Though  with  hewn,  mafly  Rocks  You  raife 
Your  haughty  Structures  midft  th'  indignant  Seas, 

Yet,  foon  as  Fate  (hall  round  your  Head, 
With  adamantine  Strength,  its  Terrors  fpread, 

Not  the  Dictator's  Power  fhall  fave 
Your  Soul  from  Fear,  your  Body  from  the  Grave.. 

While 


firft  Ages  of  Rome,  that  driving  a  Nail  into  the  Right- 
hand  Wall  of  Jupiter's  Temple  would  fiop  a  Plague,  i'ef- 
tilence,  Sedition,  or  any  other  public  Calamity.  This  was 
a  Ceremony  of  fo  much  religious  Solemnity,  that  it  was 
transferred  from  the  Confuls,  to  the  Dictators,  quia  majuf 
imperium  erat.  Dictators  were  created  for  this  only  Purpofe, 
and  the  Terms  ufed  by  them  are  the  very  Words  of  our 
Poet ;  clavos  Jixos,  ela<vi  figendi.  May  he  not  then  allude 
to  this  Cuftom,  and  afiert,  that  even  the  facred  Ceremony, 
which  can  Hop  every  other  Calamity,  (hall  in  vain  be  ufed 
again il  the  Fears  and  Certainty  of  Death  ? 

The  Reader  may  find  the  Proofs  of  this  Criticifm  in 
Livy  L.  7.  C.  2.  and  L.  8.  C.  18.  Var  Edit. 

The  Tranflator  hopes  to  be  forgiven,  if  he  takes  this 
Opportunity  of  thanking  the  Gentleman,  who  fent  him 
thefe  Remarks,  and  of  profeffing  for  him  the  greateft  Re- 
gard and  Efteem. 

8.  Non  mortis  laqueis.']  The  Poet  here  reprefents  Death 
armed  with  a  Net,  which  he  throws  over  the  Heads  of 
thofe  whom  he  attacks.  This  Image  is  taken  from  the 
Gladiators  called  Retiarii,  whole  Antagonifts  had  the  Figure 
of  a'  Filh  upon  their  Helmet,  from  whence  they  ufed  in  their 
Combats  to  fing,  Non  te  j>eio,  pijlem  peto  ;  £>nid  me  fugis, 
Galle  ?  If  Horace  really  had  fuch  an  Image  in  his  View, 
we  have  Reafon  to  honour  Mr.  Dacier's  Sagacity  for  difco- 
vering  it. 


H2    Q.  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Campeftres  melius  Scythae      . 

(Quorum  plauftra  vagas  rite  trahunt  domos)  10 

Vivtint,  &  rigidi  Gefce ; 

Immetata  quibus  jugera  liberas 
Fruges  &  Cererem  ferunt : 

Nee  cultura  placet  longior  annul ; 
Defun&umque  laboribus  15 

./Equali  recreat  forte  vicarius. 
Illic  matre  carentibus 

Privignis  mulier  temperat  innocens  j 
Ncc  dotata  regit  virum 

Conjux,  nee  nitido  fidit  adultero.  2O 

Dos  eft  magna  parentium 

Virtus,  &  metuens  alter! us  virl 
Certo  foedere  caftitas  -, 

Et  peccare  nefas,  aut  prcttum  emori. 
O  !  Si  quis  volet  impias  25 

Caides  &  rabiem  tollere  civicam  j 
Si  qtiaeret  pater  urbium 

Subfcribi  ftatuis  ;  indomitem  audeat 

Refraenare 


12.  Immetata  jugera."]  The  Poet  here  joins  together  two 
Words  of  an  oppofite  Signification.  The  firft  excludes  'any 
Diviiion;  the  iecond  neceflarily  fuppofes  it.  SAN. 

20  Nee  nitido  Jidit  adultero .]  Some  Commentators  under- 
Hand  this  Paflage,  as  if  the  Poet  faid,  She  does  not  defend 
upon  the  Protection  of  her  Lover  ;   ^DMtfidere  alicui,  fecms  ra- 
ther  to  mean  our  Belief  in  a  Perfon,  and  granting  what  he 
demands.     Ntc  JiJit,  maxime  Jiftidit.  BoifD.  DAC. 

21  .•  Dos  eft  mama.]  Th'.'re  were  four  Things,  which  infured 
the  Happinefs  of  Marriage  among  the  ^cythians.  A  virtuous 
Education  ;  an  Attachment  of  Wives  to  their  Hu/bands ;  their 
Horror  of  conjugal  Infidelity,  and  the  Rigour  of  their  Laws, 
which  punifiieti  that  Crime  with  Death      Thefc  Particulars 
have  not  been  well  diflinguifhed  by  Commentators.       SAN. 

24.  EiKon.]  Ihis  Reading  is  preferred  in  fome  Manu- 


Od.  24.     THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  113 

Happy  the  Scythians,  houfelefs  Train  I 
Who  roll  their  vagrant  Dwellings  o'er  the  Plain  ; 

Happy  the  Getes  fierce  and  brave, 
Whom  no  fix'd  Laws  of  Property  enflave  ; 

While  open  {lands  the  golden  Grain, 
The  freeborn  Fruitage  of  th'unbounded  Plain, 

Succeeding  yearly  to  the  Toil, 
They  plow,  with  equal  Tafks,  the  public  Soil, 

Not  there  the  guiltlefs  Step-dame  knows 
The  baleful  Draught  for  Orphans  to  compofe  ; 

No  Wife  high-portion'd  rules  her  Spoufe, 
Or  trufts  her  eflenc'd  Lover's  faithlefs  Vows. 

The  Lovers  there  for  Dowry  claim 
The  Father's  Virtue,  and  the  fpotlefs  Fame, 

Which  dares  not  break  the  nuptial  Tie, 
Polluted  Crime  !  whofe  Portion  is  to  die. 

Oh  !  that  fome  Patriot,  wife  and  good, 
Would  flop  this  impious  Thirft  of  civil  Blood, 

And  joy  on  Statues  to  behold 

His  Name,  THE  FATHER  OF  THE  STATE,  enroll'd  ! 

Oh! 


fcripts,  from  whence  it  has  been  received  into  the  Text  by 
Mr.  Cuningham,  and  Mr.  sanadon.  EJl  was  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  till  the  Phrafe,  without  reflecting  that  theie  four 
Verfes  depend  upon  the  Verb  ejl  in  the  twenty-firft  Line. 
Emori  is  ufed  for  mors,  as  pecc are  for  peccatum. 

25.  O  Jj  quis.]  Although  this  Reading  be  found  in  only 
a  lingle  Manufcript,  yet  it  is  probably  the  only  true  one. 
The  Train  of  Thought  naturally  leads  to  it,  and  Ji  gives 
it  Grace  and  Energy.  The  Poet  fays,  that  in  order  to 
cxtinguifh  the  Fire  of  the  civil  War,  it  is  neceflkry  to  begin 
by  a  Reformation  of  Manners,  which  Auguitus  effectually 
did  fome  Years  after,  both  by  his  Laws  and  his  Example. 

SAN. 

27.  Pater  urbium]  It  does  not  appear  by  any  Medals  or 
Hiftory,  that  this  Title  was  ever  given  among  the  Romans, 
and  \'Jr.  Baxter  thinks  it  very  artfully  ufed  by  the  Poet  to 
conceal  his  Intention  of  defcribing  Auguitus. 


it4    Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  3. 

Refraenare  licentiam 

Clarus  poftgenitis.     Quatenus,  heu  nefas  !  33 

Virtutem  incolumem  odimus, 

Sublatam  ex  oculis  quaerimus  invidi. 
Quid  trifles  querimonize, 

Si  non  fupplicio  culpa  reciditur  ? 
Quid  leges  fine  moribus  35 

Vanae  proficiunt }  fi  neque  fervidis 
Pars  inclufa  caloribus 

Mundi,  nee  Boreas  finitimum  latus, 
Durataeque  folo  nives 

Mercatorem  abigunt  j  horrida  callidi  49 

Vincunt  aequora  navitae  i 

Magnum  pauperies  opprobrium,  jubet 
Quidvis  &  facere  &  pati, 

Virtutifque  viam  deferit  arduae  ? 
Vel  nos  in  Capitolium,  45 

Quo  clamor  vocat  &  turba  faventium  > 
Vel  nos  in  mare  proximum 

Gemmas  &  lapides,  aurum  &  inutile, 

Summi 


32.  Quarimui  invidi.']  This  Epithet  equally  agrees  with 
quarimus  and  odimut.  We  no  longer  envy  what  is  not  in- 
jurious to  us.  We  have  in  our  Hearts  a  fund  of  Efteem  for 
Virtue,  which  difcovers  itfelf  as  foon  as  Self-love  is  no  more 
interefted ;  or  perhaps  an  envious  Man  has  a  kind  of  Plea- 
fure  in  regretting  the  Dead,  becaufe  it  is  an  Infult  to  the 
Living.  DAC.  SAN. 

39.  Durataque  folo  nives.']  To  the  Earth.  Ad  folum  ufqiu, 
folo  tenus.  We  may  remark  that  fi  in  the  thirty-fixth  Verfe 
extends  to  the  following  eight  Lines.  BOND.  LE  FEVRE. 

45.  Vel  nos  in  Capitolium.}  Such  Confecrations  of  Wealth 
were  not  uncommon  even  among  private  Pcrlbns,  and  were 

always 


Od.  24.       THE  ODES  OF  HonAefcv  i$: r 

Oh  !  let  him  quell  our  fpreading  Shame, 
And  live  to  lateft  Times  an  honour'd  Name. 

Though  living  Virtue  we  defpife, 
We  follow  her,  when  dead,  with  envious  Eyes. 

But  wherefore  do  we  thus  complain, 
If  JufHce  wear  her  awful  Sword  in  vain  ? 

And  what  are  Laws,  unlefs  obey'd 
By  the  fame  moral  Virtues,  they  were  made  ? 

If  neither  burning  Heats  extreme, 
Where  Eaftern  Phoebus  darts  his  fierceft  Beam, 

Nor  where  the  Northern  Tempefts  blow, 
And  freezes  down  to  Earth  th'eternal  Snow, 

Nor  the  wild  Tetters  of  the  Main 
Can  daunt  the  Merchant,  and  his  Voyage  reftrain  j 

If  Want,  ah  dire  Difgrace  !  we  fear, 
From  thence  with  Vigour  a&,  with  Patience  bear, 

While  Virtue's  Paths  untrodden  lie, 
THofe  Paths,  that  lead  us  upwards  to  the  Sky  ? 

Oh  !  let  us  confecrate  to  Jove 
(Rome  mall  with  Shouts  the  pious  Deed  approve) 

Our 


always  performed  with  the  crreateft  Splendour  and  Magni- 
ficence. Let  us  therefore,  lays  the  Poet,  if  we  really  re- 
pent of  our  Vices,  let  us  dedicate  our  ufelefs  Wealth  to  the 
Gods,  for  the  Service  of  Religion,  and  to  the  public  Trea- 
fury  in  the  Capitol,  for  the  Defence  of  the  State.  CRUO^ 
47.  Vel  nos  in  mare  proximumJ]  Let  us  either  confecrate 
to.' the  Gods  our  ill-employed  Wealth,  or  throw  it  into  the 
Sea,  as  a  Thing  defecrated  and  accurfed.  Cruquhis  tninksf 
the  Poet  advifes  the  Romans  by  this  Expreffion  to  throw 
their  Money  into  fonie  public  Fund  for  the  Sea-fervice,  for 
their  Fleets  and  for  the  Safety  of  Navigation  from  Pirates  ; 
otherwife  the  Poet  is  a  very  bad  Politician,  and  very  igno- 
rant of  the  Value  of  Money  in  a  State. 

I    3 


oa ATI:  FLACCI  CARMJNUM.     Lib.  3. 
JSummi  materiem  mail, 

Mittamus.     Scelcrum  fi  bene  poenitet,  50 

Eradenda  cupidinis 

Pravi  funt  elcmenta,  &  tenerae  nimis 
Mentes  afperioribus 

Firmandze  ftudiis.     Nefcit  cquo  rudis 
Hacrere  ingenuus  puer,  55 

Venarique  timet ;  ludere  dodtior, 
Seu  Graeco  jubeas  trocho, 

Seu  maJis  vetita  legibus  alea  : 
Quum  perjura  patris  fides 

Confortem,  focium  fallit  &  hofpitem,  60 

Indignoque  pecuniam 

Heredi  properet.     Scilicet  improbz 
Crefcunt  divitiac ;  tamen 

Curtae  nefcio  quid  Temper  abcft  rci. 

GARMENT 


51.  Eradenda  eupiJinij.']  Horace  here  fpeaks  the  clear 
Language  of  the  Stoics,  who  carried  Morality  to  an  im- 
practicable Rigour.  One  of  their  unmeaning  Dogmas  was, 
that  we  ought  to  extinguifli  our  Paflions.  Epicurus  on  the 
contrary  diredls  us  to  moderate  our  natural  Appetites,  to 
regulate  them  by  Reafon,  and  to  make  them  fublervient  to 
our  Happinefs.  This  is  wife  Advice  indeed,  for  our  Paf- 
fions  are  infeparable  from  our  Humanity,  nor  can  we  diveft 
ourfelves  of  them  without  ceafmg  to  be  Men.  When 
they  are  well  conducted,  they  become  Inftruments  of  the 
moft  eminent  Virtues.  SAN. 

54  Tirmandte^\  This  Correction,  which  we  owe  to  Dr. 
Bentley,  is  neceflary  both  to  the  Poet's  Reafoning  and  Ex- 
preflion.  The  Spirits,  which  are  too  weak  and  tender, 
tiner*  nimis,  ought  to  be  confirmed  and  hardened  by  Edu- 
cation, for  an  Education  too  delicate  is  one  of  the  moft 
infallible  Principles  of  our  Corruption  of  Manners.  The 
Mind  may  indeed  may  be  formed,  formattj*,  by  fofter 
Studies,  but  it  can  be  ftrengthened,  frma*da,  only  by 
feverer  Difcipline,  ajferioribm  ftudiit. 


Od.  24.       THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  11 

Our  Gems,  our  Gold,  pernicious  Store  ! 
Or  plunge  into  the  Deep  the  baleful  Ore. 

If  you  indeed  your  Crimes  deteft, 
Tear  forth,  uprooted  from  the  youthful  Breaft, 

The  Seeds  of  each  deprav'd  Defire, 
While  manly  Toils  a  firmer  Soul  infpire. 

"Nor  knows  our  Youth,  of  nobleft  Race, 
To  mount  the  manag'd  Steed,  or  urge  the  Chace  j 

More  skill'd  in  the  mean  Arts  of  Vice, 
The  whirling  Troque,  or  law-forbidden  Dice : 

And  yet  this  vrorthlefs  Heir  to  raife 
To  hafty  Wealth,  the  perjur'd  Sire  betrays 

His  Partners,  Coheirs,  and  his  Friends  ; 
But,  while  in  Heaps  his  wicked  Wealth  afcends, 

He  is  not  of  his  Wifli  pofleft, 
There's  fomething  wanting  ftill  to  make  him  bleft. 


Nefcit  equo  h<grere.~\  To  remedy  this  Evil,  Auguftus  re- 
vived the  Mock-Fights,  which  were  carried  by  Afcanius  to 
Italy,  and  which  afterwards  continued  to  the  Time  of  Clau- 
dius Casfar. 

58.  retita  legibui  a'ea."]  All  Games  of  Hazard  were  for- 
bidden by  feveral  Laws,  except  during  the  Saturnalia. 
Suetuonius  tells  us,  Auguftus  not  only  played  in  that,  but 
in  all  other  Feftivals. 

60.  ConfortemJ]  We  may  join  confortem  withyerttfw,  but  it 
were  better  to  divide  them  and  read 

Con/orfem,  focium  fallit  &  hofpitem. 

By  confers  the  Poet  underftands  a  Coheir,  and  by  focius  a 
Partner  in  Trade.  This  Manner  of  Pointing  extends  the 
Thought  and  gives  it  greater  Force.  PAC. 


(  n8) 


CAEMEN  XXV.     Ad  BACCHUM. 

QUO  me,  Bacche,  rapis  tui 
Plenum  ?  qvue  nemora  ?  quos  agor  in  fpecus* 
Velox  mente  nova  !  quibus 

Antris,  egregii  Caefaris  audiar 
Sternum  rneditans  decus 

Stellis  inferere,  &  concilio  Jovis  ? 
Dicam  infigne,  recens,  adhuc 

Indicium  ore  alio.     N.on  fecus  in  jugis 

E 


Nothing  is  more  Ode,  if  we  may  be  allowed  fuch  an 
Expreflion,  than  the  Dithyrambic,  which  is,  with  regard  to 
Lyric  Poetry,  what  Lyric  Poetry  is  with  regard  to  all 
other  Kinds  of  Poetical  Writings.  In  the  Dithyrambus, 
that  Fire  of  Imagination,  and  that  Boldnefs  of  Language, 
in  which  confifts  the  Sublimity  of  an  Ode,  fhoud  properly 
appear.  The  Praifes  of  Bacchus  are  here  turned  to  the 
Advantage  of  Oftavius  ;  for  the  Poct^finding  the  Force 
pf  human  Underftanding  unequal  to  his  Deilgn  of  praifmg 
that  Prince,  defpairs  of  fucceeding  in  the  Attempt,  unlcfs 
Bacchus  fill  him  with  his  own  Enthufiafm,  and  raife  him 
above  Mortality.  CRUO^.  SAN. 

As  to  the  Date  of  this  Ode,  we  can  only  be  affured,  that 
it  was  compofed  before  the  Confecration  of  OAavius,  and 
perhaps  it  was  written  for  his  Confecration  in  the  Year  725. 

SAN. 

\.  Quo  vtt,  Bacc&e  rapis.}  One  of  the  Summits  of  Par- 
nafTus  was  confecrated  to  Bacchus  as  God  of  Mufic,  and 
in  the  nineteenth  Ode  of  the  fecond  Book,  he  is  repre- 
fented  diftaring  Vcrfes  to  the  Nymphs  and  Satyrs.  We 
may  believe  that  Bacchus  and  Apollo  were  the  fame  God, 
whofe  Titles  were  varied  according  to  the  different  Cere- 
ponies,  with  which  he  was  worftiipped.  DAC. 


C  119  ) 


ODE  XXV.     fo  BACCHUS. 

O  Bacchus,  when  by  Thee  pofleft, 
What  hallow'd  Spirit  fills  my  raving  Breaft  ? 
How  am  I  rapt  to  dreary  Glades, 
To  gloomy  Caverns,  unfrequented  Shades  ? 

In  what  Recefles  mall  I  raife 
My  Voice  to  facred  Caefar's  deathlefs  Praife, 

Amid  the  Stars  to  bid  him  mine, 
Rank'd  in  the  Councils  of  the  Powers  divine  ? 

Some  bolder  Song  fliall  wake  the  Lyre, 
And  Sounds  unknown  its  trembling  Voice  infpire. 

Thus 


2.  £>u<e  nenura  ?  ques  ager.]  This  Reading  is  found  in 
the  greateft  Number  of  the  molt  valuable  Manufcripts,  in- 
flead  of  Qu<e  in  nemora,  aut  quo!  agor.     Doctor  Bentley  re- 
marks, that  when  two  Members  of  a  Sentence  are  govern- 
ed by  the  fame  Prepofition,  it  is  more  elegant,  and  more 
poetical  to  omit  the  Prepofition  in  the  firft,  than  in  the  fe- 
cond  Member.     Mr.   Sanadon   obferves,  that  Specus  is  of 
all  Genders.     Cicero,    Livy,  Horace,  and  Ovid  make  it 
mafculine.     Ennius,  Silius,  and   Aulus  Gellius,  feminine ; 
and  it  is  neuter  in  Virgil. 

3.  ^uibui  antris.]  This  is  a  new  Interrogation,  and  jui~ 
lus  muft  be  underftood  in  the  fame  Senfe  as  quo,  ou<e,  and 
quos,  which  are  all  Interrogatives ;  othenvife   the   Poet,  in 
changing  his  Manner  of  Expreflion,  has  left  the  Conftruc- 
tion  perplexed,  ambiguous,  and  confequently  vicious.  SAN. 

8.  Indicium  ore  alio.  ]  This  Expreflion  is  capable  of  two 
Senfes.  Never  had  any  Hero  been  fung,  who  equalled  the 
Glory  of  Oftavius,  and  never  had  the  Romans  a  Lyric 
Poet  before  Horace^  SAN. 


no  Q^HORATJI  FLACCI  CARMJNUM    Lib.  3. 

E  fomnis  ftupet  Evias, 

Hebrum  profpiciens,  &  nive  candidara  l« 

Thracen,  ac  pcde  barbaro 

Luftratam  Rhodqpen.     Ut  mihi  deviq 
Rupes  &  vacuum  nemus 

Mirari  libet !  a  Naiadum  potens, 
Baccharumque  valent'mm  15 

Proceras  manibus  vcrtere  fraxinos  $ 
Nil  parvum,  aut  humili  modo, 

Nil  mortale  loquar.     Duke  periculum  eft, 
O  Lenaee,  fequi  Deum 

Cingentem  viridi  tempera  pampino,  20 

CARMAN 


9.  Efomni;.'}  Do£or  Bcntley  has  largely  proved,  that 
exjomnis  can  only  fignify  a  Per/on  ivbo  never  jleeps,  which  he 
thinks  a  ridiculous  Epithet.  An  Edition  in  the  Year  1482, 
reads  e  fomnis  ft ariing  out  of  her  Sleep,  which  has  been  taken 
into  the  Text  by  Mr.  Cuningham  and  Mr.  Sanadon. 

1 8.  Duke perirulum.]  There  is  a  kind  of  Infolence  in  the 
Promifc,  which  Horace  makes,  of  not  faying  any  thing, 
but  whac  is  marvellous  and  fublime.  As  the  Ancients  were 
perfuaJed,  that  all  great  Words,  if  we  may  ufe  their  own 
Expreflion,  all  the  Language  of  Vanity  was  ufually  follow- 
ed by  ibme  Punifhment  from  the  Gods,  they  took  care  to 
foftcn  it  by  fomething  more  humble.  Thus  our  Poet  mo- 
deftly  correfts  his  poetical  Vanity,  when  he  fays  to 
Bacchus,  I  know  the  Danger  of  fuch  Promifes,  but  Danger 
charms  when  we  follow  the  "God,  who  crown*  his  Temples 
with  the  Leaves  of  the  Vine.  Nothing  can  be  terrible 
to  him  who  is  under  the  Protection  of  fuch  a  Deity.  DAC. 


Od.  25.        THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  «i 

Thus  o'er  the  fteepy  Mountain's  Height, 
Starting  from  Sleep,  thy  Prieftefs  takes  her  Flight ', 

Amaz'd,  beholds  the  Thracian  Snows, 
With  languid  Streams  where  icy  Heber  flows  ; 

Or  Rhodope's  high-towering  Head, 
Where  frantick  Quires  barbarian  Meafures  tread. 

O'er  pathlefs  Rocks,  through  lonely  Groves 
With  what  Delight  my  raptur'd  Spirit  roves  ! 

O  Thou,  who  rul'ft  the  Naiad's  Breaft  ; 
By  whom  the  Bacchanalian  Maids,  poffeft 

With  facred  Rage  infpir'd  by  Thee, 
Tear  from  the  burfting  Glebe  th*  uprooted  Tree, 

Nothing  or  low,  or  mean,  I  fmg, 
No  mortal  Sound  fhall  (hake  the  fwelling  String. 

The  venturous  Theme  my  Soul  alarms, 
But  warm'd  by  thee  the  Thought  of  Danger  charms ; 

When  Vine-crown'd  Bacchus  leads  the  Way, 
What  can  his  daring  Votaries  difmay  ? 


CARMEN  XXVI.    Ad  VENEREM. 

VI  XI  puellis  nuper  idoneus, 
Et  militavi  non  fine  gloria  : 
Nunc  arma  defunclumque  bello 

Barbiton  hie  paries  habebit, 

Laevum  marinae  qui  Veneris  latus  ^ 

Cuftodit.     Hie,  hie  ponite  lucida 
Funalia,  &  vedes,  &  arcus 
Oppofitis  foribus  minaces. 
O,  quae  beatam  diva  tenes  Cyprum,  & 
Memphim  carentem  Sithonia  nive, 
Regina,  fublimi  flagelJo 
Tange  Chjoen  femel  arrogantem. 

CARM«K 

Tranflated  by  Dr.  DUN  KIM. 

Horace  had  been  too  long  a  Slave  to  the  foolifheft  of  all 
Faihons,  and  he  now  refolves  to  break  its  Chains.  We  fhall 
be  a  e  to  judje,  by  the  following  Remark,,  whether  hi, 

RefohltTo'n  "^  a  greatCf  S1WrC  Uun  his  Reaf°n  in  thi6 

^v'l'n3'  N™e  a™*Jefu»*>"»1>",  &c.]  Ovid  tells  us,  thai 
e%ery  Lover  is  a  Soldier,  nilitat  omnh  amans,  and  as  the 
Anaems  were  accuftomcd  to  confecrate  their  Arms  to  Mars 
'       6         tted  ' 


°f  War  ;  fo  - 

Ms  Torches  ™*  B^»-     He 
Arms  uon  the  Eaftern  her 


Weaponi 


ODE  XXVI.     To  VENUS. 

I  lately  was  fit  to  be  call'd  upon  Duty,. 
And  gallantly  fought  In  the  Sen-ice  of  Beauty; 
But  now  crown'd  vkh  Conqueft  I  hang  up  my  Arms, 
My  Harp,  that  c;unpaign'd  it  in  midnight  Alarms. 
Here  fix  on  this  Wall,  here  my  Enfigns  of  Wars, 
3y  the  Statue  of  Verras,  my  Torches  and  Bars, 
And  Arrows,  which  threaten'd  by  Cupid  their  Liege, 
War,  War  on  all  Doors,  that  dare  hold  out  a  Siege. 
O  Goddefs  of  Cyprus,  and  Memphis,  that  know, 
Nor  the  Coldnefs  or  Weight  of  Love-chilling  Snow, 
With  an  high-lifted  Stroke,  yet  gently  fevere, 
Avenge  me  on  Chloe,  the  proud  and  the  fair. 

Weapons  the  Poet  here  confecrates  to  his  Goddefs.  Dctior 
Bentley  comes  armed  with  his  own  conje&ural  Hatchet, 
fecurefqtu  Mr.  Cuningham  and  Mr.  Sanadon  have  drawn  a 
kind  of  huge  Cutlafs,  harpas,  with  which  Mercury  killed 
Argus,  and  with  which  Perfeus  cut  off  Medufa's  Head. 
Laftly,  Mr.  Dacier  is  contented  with  the  Bows,  arcus,  which 
are  found  in  all  the  Manufcripts,  however  whimfical  and 
ridiculous  fuch  Inftruments  may  be  thought  for  breaking 
open  Doors.  The  Critic  indeed  makes  another  Ufe  ot 
them,  to  repulfe  the  Guards,  which  the  Ladies  might  have 
for  their  Defence,  when  their  Doors  were  forced  open,  for 
which  he  thinks  the  Bars,  veffes,  were  {efficient. 

o  O  qua  teatam.]  Horace  having  coniecrated  his  Arms 
to  Venus,  addrefTes  his  Prayer  to  her,  and  inftead  of  a  io 
lenm  irrevocable  Oath  never  to  engage  himfelf  to  Chloe 
more/he  only  complains  of  her  Ciujlty,  and  begs  that  (he 
may  be  punimed,  yet  even  this  Punimment  muft  be  very 
eentle.  He  intreats  the  Goddefs  to  ftrike  her  tenderly, 
fera  and  he  is  afraid  left  fhe  ihould  r^ouble  her  Blows, 
feme!.  Thefe  are  not  very  ftrong  Signs  that  the  Poet  was 
uite  fincere  either  in  his  Refentment  or  Converfion.  &AN. 


(  124  ) 


CARMEN  XXVII.   ^/GALATEAM. 

IMPIOS  parrae  recinentis  omen 
Ducit  aut  prasgnans  canis,  aut  ab  agro 
Rava  decurrens  lupa  Lanuvino, 

Foetave  vulpes ; 

Rumpit  &  ferpens  iter  inftitutum,  5 

Si  per  obliquum  fimilis  fagittze 
Terruit  mannos.     Ego  cui  timebo 
Providus  aufpex, 

Antequani 


This  is  allowed  by  all  the  Commentators  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  difficult  Odes  in  Horace,  by  oar  not  being  able  to 
difcover  either  the  Perfon  to  whom  it  is  addrefled,  or  any 
Circumftances  of  her  Voyage.  Mr.  Sanadon  imagines,  it  w 
written  to  Lelia  Galla,  the  Wife  of  Pofthumus,  who  was 
chofen  by  Auguftus,  foon  after  his  Marriage,  to  go  with 
Tiberius  into  Armenia,  where  that  Prince  was  ordered  to 
reinftate  Tigranes  on  his  Throne.  Propertius  reproaches 
Pofthumus,  in  the  eleventh  Elegy  of  his  third  Book,  for 
leaving  Galla,  and  fome  time  after  writes  to  him  in  Galla's 
Name,  H#e  Arethvfa  fuo  mittit  mandata  Lycot*,  under  the 
feigned  Names  of  Lycotas  and  Arethufa.  Thefe  Letter* 
had  their  juft  Effeft  upon  Pofthumus,  who  permitted  Galla 
to  go  to  him,  and  when  (he  was  on  the  Point  of  embarking, 
Horace  writes  this  Ode  to  her,  in  which  he  wifties  her  all 
favourable  Omens,  yet  reprefents  the  Dangers  to  which  fl\e 
was  going  to  expofe  herfelf. 

The  Reader  muft  determine  for  himfclf,  what  Likenefs 
and  Refemblance  there  is  in  this  Story  to  the  Subjeft  of  this 
Ode,  or  what  Probability  in  the  conjectural  Difcovery. 

Verf.  i.  Parr*.]  This  was  a  kind  of  Bird  of  bad  Augury 
to  us  unknown.  The  Romans  carried  this  Superftition  even 
to  Extravagance,  but  it  were  ridiculous  to  fearch  for  the 

ReafoHs 


(  '25  ) 


ODE  XXVII.     To  GALATEA. 

FIERCE  from  her  Cubs  the  ravening  Fox, 
Or  Wolf  from  fteep  Lanuvian  Rocks, 
Or  pregnant  Bitch,  or  chattering  Jay, 
Ill-omen'd  guide  the  guilty  on  their  Way  j 

Serpents,  like  Arrows,  fidelong  thwart 
The  Road,  and  make  their  Horfes  ftart ; 
But  for  the  Maid,  for  whom  I  fear, 
I  view  the  doubtful  Skies,  a  prudent  Seer, 


And 


Reafons  of  thefe  Examples  of  it,  which  Horace  hath  col- 
lected. SAN. 

z.  DucitJ]  Unlucky  Prefages  do  not  engage  a  Traveller 
to  continue  in  his  Road.  Mr.  Sanadon  therefore  thinks, 
that  ducit  mult  be  cenitrued  comitatur,  conducts  him  on  his 
Way. 

3.  Agro  Lanu'vino.']  Mr.  Sanadon  thinks,  that  his  Scheme 
very  happily  explains  this  Paflage,  which  has  perplexed  all 
other  Commentators,  and  that  Horace  mentions  Lanu<vium 
particularly,  becaufe  it  was  fituated  on  the  Road  to  Brundu- 
fmm,  where  Galatea  was  to  embark. 

5.  Rumpit  &  ferpens  Iter  injiitutum.']  By  the  ufual  Manner 
of  conftruing  this  Paflage,  it  is  a  very  nappy  Wifh  to  the 
guilty  Traveller,  and  the  Cods  are  very  kind  to  him,  in  de- 
terring him  from  a  Journey,  which  muft  be  unfortunate  to 
him.  Rumpere  muft  therefore  be  underflood  trajicere  to  crofs 
or  thwart  the  Road. 

Rumpit,  as  Dr.  Bentley  allures  us,  is  the  Reading  of  a 
very  ancient  Manufcript,  codex  injigni  *vetujiate.  The  common 
Editions  read  ducat  and  rumpat,  which  hath  cauled  all  the 
Difficulty  of  thefe  Strophes  The  little  Knowledge  which 
the  Commentators  had  of  this  Ode  has  made  it  appear  one 
of  the  molt  disfigured  in  the  Manufcripti  and  Editions. 
The  prefent  Corrections  have  been  received  by  Doctor 
,  Mr,  Cuningham,  and  Mr.  Sanadon. 


ti6   Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Antequam  ftantes  repetat  paludes 

Imbrium  divina  avis  imminentum,  IQ 

Ofcinem  corvum  prece  fulcitabo 

Solis  ab  ortu. 

Sis  licet  felix  ubicunque  mavis, 
Et  memor  noftri»  Galatea,  vivas  ; 
Namque  nee  laevus  vetat  ire  picus,  f  5 

Nee  vaga  cornix. 
Sed  vides  quanto  trepidat  tumultu 
Pronus  Orion  ?  Ego  quid  fit  ater 
Adriae,  novi,  finus ;  &  quid  albus 

Peccet  lapyx.  20 

Hoftium  uxores  puerique  caecos 
Sentiant  motus  orientis  Auftri, 

nigri  fremitum,  &  trementes 

Vcrbere  ripas. 

Sic 


1 1 .  Ofcinem  carvim."]  Authors,  who  have  written  upon 
the  Auguries  of  the  AncienU,  give  fuch  very  different  Ac- 
counts of  them,  that  we  cannot  with  Certainty  determine 
to  what  (Quarter  of  the  Heavens  their  Augurs  turned  their 
Faces  in  thefe  Ceremonies,  and  perhaps  they  had  not  any 
regular,  uniform  Method.  In  general  we  may  conclude, 
that  all  Omens  from  the  Eaft,  whether  on  their  right  or  left 
Side,  were  always  thought  profperous  ;  corvi,  fi  ab  ortu  oc- 
cinerfHt  clara  ijoce,  pnrfenttmf<rlicitatem  Jtgnijicaba^t .  Fau- 
jlum  babebatur  fi  quid  a  Jblis  ortu  proJiret.  The  Crow  there- 
fore, which  the  Poet  intends  to  call  from  the  Eaft,  is  to  give 
Galatea  a  fortunate  Omen  of  her  Voyage.  SAN. 

i  j.  Namque  nee  l<rvus  vetat.']  We  have  here  two  Correc- 
tions, and  both  neceflary.  Mr.  Cuningham  has  reformed 
the  Beginning,  and  Dr.  Bentley  the  End  of  this  Line.  Tequt 
nee  makes  the  Senfe  difficult,  and  neque  te  diforders  the 
Meafure  of  the  Vcrfe.  Vetat  is  in  the  Vatican  Manu- 

fcript, 
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And  bid  the  chaunting  Raven  rife, 
When  Phoebus  gilds  his  orient  Skies, 
Ere  fpeeds  the  Shower-boding  Crow 
To  Lakes,  whofe  languid  Waters  ceafe  to  flow. 

Happy  may  Galatea  prove, 
Nor  yet  unmindful  of  our  Love, 
For  now  no  lucklefs  Pye  prevails, 
Nor  vagrant  Crow  forbids  the  fwelling  Sails. 

Yet  fee,  what  Storms  tumultuous  rife, 
While  prone  Orion  fweeps  the  Skies  j 
Too  well  I  know  the  Adrian  Main, 
And  Weftern  Winds,  perfidioufly  ferene. 

Oh  !  may  the  rifing  Tempeft  make 
Our  Foes,  and  dreadful  o'er  them  break  ; 
For  them  the  blackening  Ocean  roar, 
And  angry  Surges  lafti  the  trembling  Shore. 

When 


fcript,  and  has  been  received  by  Mr.  Cuningham  and  Mr. 
Sanadon. 

19.  Novi.]  Horace  knew  the  Adriatic  Sea  in  his  Voyage 
to  Athens,  when  he  went  to  ftudy  Philofophy  there ;  and  a 
fecond  time  in  his  Return  to  Italy,  after  the  Battle  of  Philippi. 

21.  Ceecos  motus  oriertis  Aujiri.  ]  Some  Interpreters  explain 
c<teos  unknown,  as  all  the  Motions  of  the  Winds  are  un- 
known. Others  think  Horace  means  nofiurmts,  becaufe  the 
South-Wind  is  more  violent  in  the  Night  than  the  Day. 
Nofiu  buffer,  interdiu  Aquilo  webtauntior.  PLIN. 

24.  Irementes  verbere  ripas.~\  The  Text  is  here  greatly 
confufed.  Tremtntei  vet-here  ripas,  trementis  'verier a  ripe?, 
trementes  <verbera  ripas,  all  of  which  form  the  fame  Senfe. 
As  it  is  not  natural,  that  they,  who  are  in  the  main  Ocean, 
mould  feel  the  Trembling  of  the  Shores,  Mr.  Sanadon  thinks 
we  ought  to  read  rufes  inftead  of  ripas,  which  properly  fig- 
nify  the  Banks  of  *.  River,  not  the  Shores  of  the  Sea. 


i28  Q;.  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  3. 

Sic  &  Europe  niveum  dolofo  25 

Credidit  tauro  latus,  &  fcatentem 
Belluis  pontum,  mediafque  fraudes 

Palluit  audax. 

Nuper  in  pratis  ftudiofa  florum,  & 
Debitae  nymphis  opifex  coronae,  3« 

No&e  fubluftri  nihil  aftra  praeter 

Vidit  &  undas. 

Quae  fimul  centum  tetigit  potenteni 
Oppidis  Cretam,  6  patris,  6  reli&um 
Filias  nomen,  pietafque,  dixit,  35 

Vifta  furore ! 

Unde  ?  quo  veni  ?  levis  una  mors  eft 
Virginum  culpae.     Vigilanfne  ploro 
Turpe  commiffum  ?  an  vitio  carentem 

Ludit  imago  -  • 

Vana,  quam  porta  fugiens  eburna 
Somnium  ducit  ?  meliufne  fluclus 
>  Ire  per  longos  fuit,  an  recentes 

Carpere  flores  ? 

Si 


25.  Sic  &  Europe.]  Galatea  was  preparing  to  embark, 
becaufe  the  Skies  were  ferene,  and  the  Seas  calm ;  but  Ho- 
race tells  her,  that  Europa  was  deceived  by  the  fame  Serenity 
of  the  Skies,  and  Calmnefs  of  the  Seas ;  that  (he  foon  had 
reafon  to  repent  of  her  Boldnefs,  when  (he  faw  nothing 
round  her  but  Stars  and  Waves.  Such  is  the  Force  and 
Jultnefs  of  the  Comparifon.  TOUR. 

34.  Cretatn,  6  patrit.]  The  common  Reading  is  Crete* 
fater  o,  relulum  6  ;  or  Cretam  6  pater ,  o  reliflum.  Thus  the 
Text  became  difficult,  and  not  without  Reafon  difficult,  as 
appears  by  the  different  Explications  of  Doctor  Bentley.  No- 
thing can  be  more  clear  and  more  juft  than  what  Europa  is 
made  to  fay  by  the  prefeat  Correction  of  Mr.  Cunningham ; 
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When  on  her  Bull  Europa  rode, 
Nor  knew  (he  prefs'd  th'  imperial  God, 
Bold  as  (he  was,  th'  affrighted  Maid 
The  rolling  Monfters  of  the  Deep  furvey'd. 

Late  for  the  rural  Nymphs  (he  chofe 
Each  Flower,  a  Garland  to  compoCe, 
But  now,  beneath  the  Gloom  of  Night, 
Views  nought  but  Seas,  and  Stars  of  feetile  Ligh$, 

Soon  as  (he  touch'd  the  Cretan  Shore, 
My  Sire,  (he  cries, — Ah  !  mine  no  more, 
For  ever}'  pious,  tender  Name 
Is  madly  loft  in  this  deftruclive  Flame. 

Where  am  I,  wretched  and  undone  ? 
And  (hall  a  fingle  Death  atone 
A  Virgin's  Crime  ?  Or  do  my  Fears 
Deplore  the  guilty  Deed  with  waking  Tears  ? 

Or  am  I  yet,  ah  !  pure  from  Shame, 
Mock'd  by  a  vain,  delufive  Dream  ? 
Could  I  my  fpringing  Flowrets  leave, 
Tq  tempt  through  Length  of  Seas  {he  faithlefs  Wave  ? 

While 

Tibi  patris,  tnibi  fili<e  nw.en  periit  &  utrumqut  extinxit 
furor.  SAV. 

38.  Virginum  eti/pfp.'}  This  Expreffion  is  general  and  mo- 
dell  for  the  Crime  of  violated  Virginity.  In  this  whole 
Narration  the  Good-breeding  of  Horace  is  obfervable,  in 
taking  care  not  to  fay  any  thing  offenfive  to.  the  moft  delicate 
Mode'fty.  Europa  throws  a  Veil  over  the  infamous  Aftion 
ftie  has  committed,  and  only  gives  a  frightful  Ima^e  of  it, 
without  daring  to  name  it.  DAC. 

41.  Portafugiens  eburna  ]  Dreams  of  Falfhood,  according 
to  Homer,  pnlFed  through  an  Ivory  Gate  in  the  infernal 
World,  and  chofe  of  Truth  ^hrough^  a  Gate  of  Horn. 

Voj,.  JI.  K 


Ijo    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMWUM    Lib.  3. 
Si  quis  infamem  mihi  nunc  juvcncum  45 

Dedat  iratae,  Jb^efare  ferro,  & 
Frangerc  enitar  mode  multum  amati 
Gornua  monftrt. 

Impudent  liqui  patriot  plates  !    t( 
Impudens  Ojritm  moror!  Q  Deorura 
Si  quisjtaec  a^idre,  utinam  inte?  crrem 
Nuda  l«oncs,       )  o«Ji  ' 


Antcqiiam  turpis  macies  ,. 

Occupet  malas  i  t«nera?que  fuccu* 
Dcfluat  praedz,  fpcciofa  quacro 
Pafcerc  tlgrps.  , 


45-.  &  quis  itr/amem.]  All  tl^efe  Emotions  are  natural. 
Europa  finds  hcrfclf  equally' criminal  as  unfortunate,  and 
the  Moniter,  that  had  abufed  her,  becomes  the  firft  Objcd 

pf  her  Rejcutmcjit. She  .then  reflects  upon  herfelf,  an4 

determines  to  expiate  her  Crime  by  an  immediate  Death. 
Mr.  Sanatiqn  oblcrves,  that  Horace,  to  exprefs  the  Violence 
of  fter  Rage,  has  frequently  repeated  the  Letter  R,  as  in 
another  beautiful  Inftance,  Archilttbum  froprio  rabid  arma- 
vit  iambo, 

Poets  have  indeed  improved  the  Art  of  making  Sounds 
an  Echo  to  the  Senfe ;  but  there  is,  in  very  many  Inftances, 
a  kind  of  natural  Agreement  between  Sounds,  and  Things 
reprefcnted  by  them,  which,  without  our  intending  it, 
gives  to  the  Language  ,a  Mu£c  expreffive  of  the  Thought. 
./.  .fv."  jr.-;  •»  „;.;*;  *,;r-/i  r  :',';r*>-»ir-  t«1> 

3  5°» 


Od.  27.        THE  ODES  OF  HORACE. 
While  thus  with  juft  Revenge  pofleft, 
How  would  I  tear  that  monftrous  Beaft  ? 
How  would  I  break,  by  Rage  infpir'd, 

Thofe  Horns,  alas  !  too  fondly  once  adrnir'd  ? 

Shamelefs,  my  Father's  Gods  I  fly  j 
Shamelefs,  and  yet  I  fear  to  die. 
Hear  me  fome  gracious  heavenly  Power, 
Let  Lions  fell  this  naked  Coarfe  devour, 

My  Cheeks  ere  hollow  Wrinkles  feize, 
Ere  yet  their  rofy  Bloom  decays, 
While  Youth  yet  rolls  its  vital  Flood, 
Let  Tygers  fiercely  riot  in  my  Blood. 


But 


50.  Impugns."]  Double  Impudence  ;  to  fuffer  herfelf  to  he 
diihonoured,  and  to  furvive  that  Difhonour.  Even  her 
continuing  live,  is  a  Continuation  of  her  Crime.  Yet  in 
all  her  Defpair  and  Horror  of  Mind,  me  preferves  fo  much 
of  Woman,  as  to  dwell  with  Pleafure  upon  the  Defcription 
of  her  Perfon,  and  to  be  more  anxious  for  the  Lofs  of  her 
Beauty,  than  the  Lofs  of  her  Life.  But,  as  Mr.  Dacier 
more  politely  obferves,  me  perhaps  wimes  to  die  before  me 
jofes  her  Beauty,  that  me  may  punifh  the  Caufe  of  her 
Guilt  and  her  Misfortunes. 

53.  dntequam  turph.']  Viftims  were  fatted  in  the  richeft 
Paftures  for  the  Altar,  and  Europa  confiders  herfelf  as  if  me 
lyere  intended  for  a  Sacrifice,  S>AK. 

K  2 


J32    Q^HORATII  FL;ACCI  £ARMINUM    Lib.  2*' 

Vilis  Europe,  pater  urget  abfens ; 
Quid  mori  cefTas  ?  potes  hac  ab  orno. 
Pendulum  zon£  bene.  te  fecuta  e- 

lidere  collum.  60 

Sive  te  rupes,  &  acuta  leto 
Saxa  deledant,  age,  te  procellae 
Crede  veloci ;  nifi  herile  mavis 
Carpere  penfum, 

Regius  fanguis,  dominseque  tradi  65 

Barbara  pellex.     Aderat  querenti 
Perfidum  ridens  Venus,  &  remiflb 
Filius  arcu  j 

Mox 


58.  £>yj  tftori  ceJTas  ?~]  The  Gods  are  regardlefs  of  he- 
Prayers  ;  neither  Lions  nor  Tigers  appear  to  devour  her, 
and  now  the  dreadful  Image  of  her  ablent  Father  prefents 
itfelf  to  her  difordcred  Imagination,  and  condemns  her  to 


59.  Zona  fane  tefecuta."]  Hanging  was  the  common  Death 
of  ancient  Heroines  in  Tragedy  and  Hiflory.     Arface  in 
Heliodoj-us  ;  Jocafta  and  Antigone,  in  Sophocles  ;  fhaedra, 
in  Euripides  ;  Amata  in  Vi  gil,  and  the  Wife  of  Mithridates 
in  Plutarch,  died  in  this  Manner.  DAC. 

60.  Elidere  collum.']  L*Jere  to!hm,  the  ofual  Reading,  is 
a  very  weak  Expreffion  in  the  violent  Paflion  here  defended, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  fingle  Inftance  in  all  Anti- 
quity, where  it  fignifies  to  ftrangle.     Elidere  collum  is  fre- 
quently ufcd  in  this  Senfe  6y  Latin  Writers.     It  appears  in 
lome  anc  lent  Manulcripts,  atid  in  feveral  of  the  beft  Edi- 
tions of  our  Author. 

61.  Rapes  &  faxa.~\    Rufrs  ccutis  faxit  in  mare  prom  ineiites. 
Rocks,  which  hie  above  the  Seas,  and   are  pointed  for 
Death.  SAN. 

64..  Pcnfum.']  Was  properly  a  certain  Quantity  of  Wool* 
which  wai  every  Day  given  to  female  Slaves  for  their  Tafk. 


Od.  27.      TkE  ODES  OF  HORACE. 
But  hark  1  I  hear  my  Father  cry, 
Make  hafte,  unhappy  Maid,  to  die, 
For  if  a  pendant  Fate  you  chufe, 

Your  faithful  Girdle  gives  the  kindly  Nooftf  j 

Or  if  you  like  an  headlong  Death, 
Behold  the  pointed  Rocks  beneath  ; 
•  Or  plunge  into  the  rapid  Wave, 
Nor  live>  on  haughty  Talks,  a  Spinfter-Slave, 

Some  rude  Barbarian's  Concubine, 

Born  as  Thou  art  of  Royal  Line. 

Here  the  perfidious-fmiling  Dame, 

And  idle  Cupid  to  the  Mourner  came; 


It  was  weighed,  from  whence  it  was  called  petrfum,  which 
afterwards  became  a  Name  for  arty  regular  and  ordinary 
Work.  From  hence  the  Proverb  perfolvere  penfutn^  to  do 
our  Duty.  CRUQ^ 

fe6.  Pelkx.']  We  may  remark  here  the  different  Genius 
of  Languages.  Pellex  was  always  applied  to  Women,  as 
in  Englilh  we  ufe  the  Word  Concubine,  ia  regard  to  Men. 
"Pellices  Jov'n  would  be  as  incorrect  in  Latin,  as  the  Concu- 
bines of  Juno  in  Englifh. 

Aderat  querentil}  After  this  paflionate  Difcourfe,  the  Poet 
prefents  a  calmer  Picture  to  his  Reader,  where  the  Figures 
Form  a  very  pleafmg  Oppofition  of  Sentiments,  Aftions, 
and  Attitudes.  On  one  fide  Europa  difordercu,  and  pre- 
paring to  kill  herfelf.  On  the  other,  Venus  fmiiing  at  her 
Defpair,  and  Cupid,  perfectly  contented  with  having  tri- 
umphed over  the  Sovereign  of  the  Gods,  with  his  Bow 
unftrung,  as  if  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  after  fuch  a 
Conqueit.  K  3  SAN. 


1^4  Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib. 3. 
Mox  ubi  lufit  fatis ;  abftineto, 

Dixit,  irarum,  calidzeque  rixae  j  7t 

Quum  tibi  invifus  laceranda  reddet 
Cornua  taurus. 

Uxor  invi&i  Jovis  efle  nefcis  ? 
Mitte  fmgultus  ;  bene  fcrre  magnam 
Difce  fortunam  ;  tua  feclus  orbis  75 

Nomina  ducet. 

CARMEN 


70.  sJbJlineto  irarum.']  After  Venus  hath  fufficiently  di- 
verted herfelf  with  laughing  at  this  unfortunate  Princefs, 
flic  tells  her,  this  odious  Bull  mall  foon,  be  in  her  Power, 
and  that  fhe  fhall  treat  him  with  greater  Mildnefs,  than 
what  her  prefent  Rage  intends.     In  this  Reafoning,  Mr. 
Sanadon  conftrues  ahjlineto  in  the  Future  Tenfe,  ab/iinebis ; 
a  Manner  of  Expreflion  frequently  ufed  by  the  Latin  Au- 
thors. 

71 .  £>uum  tibi.']  Mr.  Upton,  in  his  Obfervations  on  Shake - 
fpcar,  has  a  Remark  of  much  Genius  and  Spirit  on  this 
Pattage.     He  breaks  the  Line  and  the  Senfe,  Quum  tibi  in- 
•vifm  iacfranda  rcddut  corttua  taurtu— When  this  odious  Crea- 
ture fhall  return  to  you — then  ui'e  him  as  cruelly,  or — as 
kindly  as  you  pleafe. 

75.  Sefius  orbis.']  Horace  follows  the  poetical  Tradition, 
for  it  is  more  probable,  that  Europe  took  its  Name  from  a 
Province  of  Northern  Macedonia,  called  Europia.  The 
Ancients  divided  the  whole  Earth  into  two  Parts,  Europe 
and  Afia.  SAN.  DAC. 


Od.  27.         THE  ODE$  of  HORACE.  135 

A  while  She  rallied  with  the  Fair,"nr.7 
Then  with  a  grave  and  ferious  Air, 
Indulge,  fhe  cries>  thy  Rage  no  more, 
This  odious  Bull  (hall  yield  him  to  thjrlfcwdri" '  "-K 

Yet  figh  no  more,  but  think  of .  Lov.ej 
For  know  Thou  art  the  Wife  .of  Jove  j 
Then  learn  to  bear  thy  future  Fame, 
When  Earth's  wide  Continent  flwll  beaft  thy  Name. 


±f 


(  13*  ) 


CARMEN  XXVIII.     Ad  L  Y  D  E  N. 

FESTO  quid  potius  die 
Neptuni  faciam  ?  prome  reconditum, 
Lyde  ftrenua,  Csecubum, 

Munitaeque  adhibe  vim  fapientiae. 
Inclinare  meridiem  5 

Sentis  j  ac,  veluti  ftet  volucris  dies, 
Parcis  deripere  horreo 

Ceflantem  Bibuli  confulis  amphoram. 
Nos  cantabimus  invicem 

Neptunum,  &  virides  Ncreidum  comas  :  10 

Tu  curva  rccines  lyra 

Latonam,  &  celeris  fpicula  Cynthiae  : 
Summo  carmine,  quse  Cnidon 

Fulgentefque  tenet  Cycladas,  &  Paphon 
Junclis  vifit  oloribus  15 

Dicetur ;  merita  Nox  quoque  naenia. 

CARMEM 


Tranflated  by  Dr.  DUNKIN. 

Horace,  who  was  an  Enemy  to  the  Nvife  and  Tumult  of 
a  public  Feftival,  writes  to  Lyde  to  let  her  know  he  intended 
to  retire  to  her  Houfe  from  the  Croud  and  Hurry  of  Nep- 
tune's Feaft,  which  was  celebrated,  according  to  the  Roman 
Calendar,  on  the  twentieth  of  July.  Pliny  tells  us,  that 
in  Athens  the  twenty-eight  Day  of  every  Month  was  facred 
to  Neptune. 

4.  Munitaeque  aSbibe  <vimt  &c.]  The  Wifdom  of  Sobriety  al- 
ways on  itt  Guard  agahijl  Surfri/e.  Horace  advifes  her  to 
ftorm  the  Camp  of  Sobriety  with  Wine,  and  to  drive  away 
its  Guards,  Temperance,  Moderation,  Severity,  Frugality, 
and  Thirll.  Adhibere  -vim  is  only  a  different  Manner  of 
expreffing  torment 'urn  admwert. 


(  137  ) 


ODE  XXVIII.     To  LYDE. 

SAY,  what  fhall  I  do  on  the  Feftival  Day 
Of  Neptune  ?  Come,  Lyde,  without  more  Delay, 
And  broach  the  good  Creature,  invaulted  that  lies, 
Caft  off  all  Referve,  and  be  merry  and  wife. 
The  Evening  approaches,  You  fee,  from  yon  Hill, 
And  yet,  as  if  Phoebus,  though  winged,  flood  frill, 
You  dally  to  bring  Us  a  Cup  of  the  bed, 
Condemn'd,  like  its  Conful,  ignobly  to  reft. 

With  Voices  alternate,  the  Sea-potent  King, 
And  Nereids,  with  Ringlets  of  Azure  we'll  ling. 
From  the  fweet-founding  Shell  thy  Hand  fhall  araife 
Latona's,  and  fwift-darting  Cynthia's  Praife. 
The  gay-fmilihg  Goddefs  of  Love  and  Delight, 
Who  rules  over  Cnidos,  and  Cyclades  bright, 
And  guiding  her  Swans  with  a  foft  filken  Rein 
Reviflts  her  Paphos,  fhall  crown  the  glad  Strain. 
Then  to  the  good  Night,  while  Bumpers  elate  us, 
We'll  fing  a  Farewel,  and  a  decent  Quietus. 


8.  Ce/antem  £/£«//.]  The  Poet  calls  his  Cafk  Idle,  in  Al- 
lufion  to  Bibulus,  who  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  Houfe  during 
his  whole  inaftive  Confulfhip  with  Julius  Oefar ;  or  the 
Epithet  may  be  applied  to  Lyde,  who  feems  to  have  been 
a  little  perplexed  with  the  Invitation,  which  Horace  pro- 
pofed,  and  in  no  mighty  Hurry  to  execute  his  Orders. 

DAC.  SAN. 

1 6.  -Dicetur  merita  Nox,  &c.J  The  Poet  fays,  that  Venus 
foall  be  celebrated  in  the  laft  iong,  fummo  carmine,  and  yet 
he  adds,  that  they  will  alfo  fing  to  the  Goddefs  of  the 
Night,  in  Gratitude  for  the  Pleaiures  they  had  enjoyed,  to 
let  Lyde  know  tlut  J»e  de/igned  to  ipend  Part  of  the  Aight 
with  ?U; 


CARMEN  XXIX.    Ad MSCENATEM. 

TYRRHENA  regum  progenies,  tibi 
Non  ante  verfo  lene  merum  cado> 
Cum  flore,  Maecenas,  rofarurn,  & 

PrefTa  tuis  balanus  capillis 

Jamdudum  apud  me  eft.     Eripe  te  morse  ;  € 

Neu  Temper  udum  Tibur,  &  JECulx 
Declive  contempleris  arvum,  & 

Telegoni  juga  parricidae* 
Faftidiofam  defere  copiam,  & 

Molem  propinquam  nubibus  arduis  :  it 

Omitte  mirari  beat* 
Fumum  &  opes  ftrepitumque  Romae. 

Plerum^uc 


We  may  fay  of  the  Odes  of  Horace,  what  has  been  faid 
of  the  Orations  of  Demofthenes,  the  Iambic  Poems  of  Ar- 
chilochus,  and  the  Letters  of  Atticus,  that  the  longeft  are 
not  the  lead  beautiful.  To  fupport  one  continued  Flight 
of  Poetry  deferves  its  Praifc,  but  Horace  in  this  Ode  rifes 
without  ceafing,  until  he  has  gained  a  Point  of  Elevation 
to  which  no  other  Poet  ever  ibarcd.  Such  is  the  Judgement 
or'  Scaliger,  who  feldom  praifes  without  Reafon. 

We  cannot  exactly  fix  the  Late  of  this  Ode,  but  it 
feems,  with  ionic  Probability,  to  have  been  written  in  July 
733,  vvhen  Ma.-ccnas  wai  fole  Governor  of  Rome.  SAN. 

\  erl.  2.  Non  ante  vft-Jc.}  The  Ancients  placed  their 
Caflcs  upon  the  Bottom,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  bend 
them  forward  when  they  poured  out  their  Wine.  CaAuxr 
vertere  and  craterat  itrtere  are  Exprcflions  of  the  fame 
K.md.  IT- 

_  6.  Neufemper  uJum  Tilur]  Maecenas' could  command  the 
Proiped  of  the  three  Cities,  which  Horace  rnarnes,  from  his 

Houf* 


(  139  ) 


ODE  XXIX. 

'  'i''f — >  Tif,"k'j(i' 

DESCENDED  from  an  ancient  Line, 
That  once  the  Tufcan  Sceptre  fway'd, 
Hafte  thee  to  meet  the  generous  Wine, 
Whofe  piercing  is  for  Thee  delay'd  > 
For  Thee  the  fragrant  EfTence  flows, 
For  Thee,  Maecenas,  breathes  the  blooming  Rofe, 

From  the  Delights,  Oh  !  break  away, 
Which  Tibur's  rharfliy  Profpecl  yields, 

Nor  with  unceaiing  Joy  furvey 
Fair  ^Efula's  declining  Fields ;  - 

No  more  the  verdant  Hills  admire 
Of  Telegon,  who  kill'd  his  aged  Sire. 

Inftant  forfake  the  joylefs  Feaft, 

Where  Appetite  in  Surfeit  dies, 
And  from  the  tower'd  Structure  hafte, 

That  proudly  threatens  to  the  Skies  ; 
From  Rome  and  its  tumultuous  Joys, 
Its  Crouds,  and  Smoke,  and  Opulence,  and  Noife, 

To 


Houfe  upon  the  ^Efquilian  Hill,  wl^ere  NTero  afterwards  fat 
to  behold  the  Burning  of  Rome.  The  Fall  of  Houfes  was 
fo  frequent,  oecafioned  by  their  being  built  fo  high,  that 
Auguftus  published  a  Law,  which  forbad  them  to  be  raifed 
above  feventy  Feet. 

12.  Sjrepibaifwe  Rcn<?,~\  We  may  compute  how  great  the 
Noifc  of  a  City- mult-have  been,  which  reckoned  three  Mil- 
lions 


140    Q..HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  3. 
Plerumque  gratae  divitibus  vices, 
Mundaeque  parvo  fub  lare  pauperum 

Ccenae,  fine  aulaeis  &  oftro,  15 

Solicitam  explicuere  frontem. 
Jam  clarus  occultum  Androttiedae  pats* 
Oftendit  i'gnem  :  jam  Procyon  furit> 

Et  ftella  vefani  Lconis  ; 

Sole  dies  referente  flcc'os.  20 

Jam  paftor  umbras  cum  grege  languid      , 
Rivufnque  fcflus  quaerit,  &  horridi 

Dumeta  Sylvani;  caretque 

Ripa  vaeis  taciturna  ventisv 

Tu 


lions  of  Inhabitants,  whofe  Circuit,  according  to  Pliny 
including  the  Suburbs,  was  forty-eight  Miles ;  And  wF.ere 
the  Houfes  might  be  railed  ieven  Stories,  each  of  them 
ten  Feet  high.  Larnpridius  tells  us,  that  Heliogabalus  col- 
lefted  ten  thoufand  Pound  Weight  of  Cobwebs  in  Rome. 

"13.  Pienimque  grata-,  &c.]  This  Defcription  of  a  tran- 
quil Life,  a  frugal  Table,  and  an  Houfc,  that  has  no  other 
Ornaments  than  thofe  of  an  elegant  Decency,  forms  an 
agreeable  Diverfity  after  the  tumultuous  Magnificence  of 
Rome.  SAN. 

17.  Jam  clarus  occultum  ignem.]  Cepheus,  with  his  Wife 
Caffiope,  and  his  Daughter  Andromeda,  was  placed  among 
the  Stars.  He  forms  a  Conftellation  in  the  Tail  of  th« 
lefler  Bear,  and  is  fituated  in  fuch  a  Manner  in  the  Arftic 
Circle,  as  to  appear  always  above  the  Horizon,  excepting 
his  Head  and  Shoulders,  which  feemed  to  defcend.  Ho- 
race probably  defigned  to  defcribe  this  Particularity  by  an 
Expreflion,  clarus  and  ixcultum,  which  feems  to  include  a 
Contradiclion.  But  this  is  a  Figure  of  fpeaking  very  fre- 
quent in  our  Poet  ColUmella  fays  that  Cefbeus  rifes  the 
ninth  of  July,  which  agrees  perfectly  with  this  Paflag«. 

TORR.  SAN. 

23.  Dumeta  Sylvani.]  Sylvan!  is  the  Nominative  Cafe 
plural,  and  qu<crunt  muft  be  underftood.  They,  who  think 
Horace  means  the  God  Sylvanus,  make  him  twice  fay 

the 


Qd.  29.         THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  141' 

To  frugal  Treats,  and  humble  Cells, 

With  grateful  Change  the  wealthy  fly, 
Where  heatth-preferving  Plainnefs  dvfells, 

Far  from  the  Carpet's  gaudy  Dye< 
Such  Scenes  have  charm'd  the  Pangs  of  Care, 
£nd  fmooth'd  the  clouded  Forehead  of  Defpair. 

^Vndro.rneda*s  confpicuous  Sire 

Now  darts  his  hidden  Beams  from,  far ; 

The  Lion  fhews  his  madning  Fire, 
And  barks  fierce  Procyon's  raging  Star, 

While  Phoebus,  with  revolving  Ray, 
Brings  back  the  Burnings  of  the  thirfty  Day. 

Fainting  beneath  the  fweltring  Heat, 

To  cooling  Streams,  and  breezy  Shades 
The  Shepherd  and  his  Flocks  retreat, 

While  ruftrc  Sylyans  feek  the  Qlades, 
Silent  the  Brook  its  Borders  laves, 
Nor  curls  one  vagrant  Breath  of  Wind  the  Waves. 

But 


the  fame  Thing  ;  for  when  the  Shepherd  and  his  Flock  feek 
the  Shades,  umbras  qufrit,  it  is  an  ufelefs  Repetition  to  fay, 
that  they  feek  the  Thickets  of  Sylvanus.  The  Sylvans  in  the 
Heathen  Mythology  were  certain  rural  Deities  of  lefs  Im- 
portance, fuch  as  fauns,  Satyrs,  Sileni,  &c.  TOUR.  SAN. 
1  24.  Caretque  ripa  •uagis.'}  The  Ancients  believed  that 
Mid-day  was  calm  and  filenl,  becaufe  the  Gods  then  went 
to  their  Repole.  We  are  not  permitted,  fays  a  Shepherd 
in  Theocritus,  to  play  upon  the  Flute  in  the  middle  of  the 
Day.  We  mould  reverence  the  God  Pan,  who,  after  fa- 
tiguing himfelf  with  Hunting,  has  chofen  this  Hour  for 
his  Repofe,  and  You  well  know  that  he  ii  a  choleric  Deity. 


142    (^  HORATU  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  $. 
Tu  civitatem  quis  deceat  flatus  25 

Curas,  &  orbis  folicitus  times, 
Quid  Seres,  &  regnata  Gyro 

Ba&ra  parent,  Tanaifque  difcors. 
PruJens  futuri  temporis  exitum 

Caliginosa  noc~le  premit  Deus  ;  30 

Ridetque,  fi  mortalis  ultra 

Fas  trepidat.     Quod  adeft,  memento 
Componere  aequus  :  caetera  fluminis 
Ritu  feruntur,  nunc  medio  alveo 

Cum  pace  delabentis  Etrufcum  35 

In  mare,  nunc  lapides  adefos, 

Stirpefquc 


ar.  Tu  civitaiem.']  This  is  a  nobltf  Compliment,  that 
while  all  Natgre  is  laneuifhing  in  Idlencfs  and  Inactivity ; 
while  the  Gods  themfelves  are  afleep,  yet  Maecenas  is  al- 
ways vigilant ;  always  anxious  for  the  Safety  of  Rome  and 
of  "the  Empire.  The  Gods  may  fleep  fmce  Maecenas 
watches  over  the  Safety  of  the  State. 

26.  Orbit  folicitus.]  Some  Editions  read  urtit,  and  others 
*r&i,  which  are  equally  unworthy  of  Horace,  fmcc  they 
are  equally  ufelefc  after  civitatem  in  the  preceding  Verfe. 

SAN. 

27.  £>uitt  Seres."]  The  Poet  would  infmuate  to  Maecenas, 
that  he  too  much  torments  himfelf  in  guarding  Rome  from 
Dangers,  to  which  me  is  no  longer  expofed,  and   prevent- 
ing the  Projects,  which  her  moll   diltant   Enemies  might 
form  againft  her. 

28.  -ftmailque  difcors.']  The    Scythians   and   Sarmatians, 
who  bordered  upon  this  River,  were   frequently  engaged 
in  Wars   with  each  other,  from  whence  the  Poet  calls  i$ 
difcors.  LAMB. 

31.  Ridet^\  This  moral  Sentiment  is  perfectly  juft,  and 
Horace  reprefcnts  it  in  a  Manner  capable  of  making  an 
Impreilion  on  us.  Trepidare  marks  both  the  ridiculous 
Fears,  arifmg  from  an  indifcrect  Apprehenfion  of  Futurity, 
and  thofe  Emotions  of  our  imaginary  Misfortunes,  which 
are  to  us  a  real  Matter  of  Torment,  and  to  the  Gods  an 
Occafion  of  Laughter.  Maecenas  might  nacuially  apply  to 
himfelf  what  is  here  faid  in  general.  SAN. 
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But  you  for  Rome's  imperial  State 
Attend  with  ever-watchful  Care, 
Or,  for  the  World's  uncertain  Fate^n.- 

Alarm'd,  with  ceafelefs  Terrours  fear  5 
Anxious  what  Eaftern  Wars  impend, 
Or  what  the  Scythians  in  their  Pride  intend. 

But  Jove,  in  Goodnefs  ever  wife, 

Hath  hid,  in  Clouds  of  depthlefs  Night, 

All  that  in  future  Profpe&  lies, 
Beyond  the  Ken  of  mortal  Sight, 

And  laughs  to  fee  vain  Man  oppreft 

With  idle  Fears,  and  more  than  Man  diftreft. 

• 
Then  wifely  form  the  prefent  Hour  ; 

Enjoy  the  Blifs  which  it  beftows  ; 
The  reft  is  all  beyond  our  Power, 

And  like  tfcte  changeful  Tiber  flows, 
Who  now  beneath  his  Banks  fubfides, 

And  peaceful  to  his  native  Ocean  glides, 

But 


Ultra  fas.  ]  Beyond  the  Law  of  his  Being ;  beyond  the 
Bounds  prefcribed  to  him  by  Nature. 

32.  Quod  adeft  componere  ]  Be  an  Oeconomiji  of  the  prefent 
flour.     Thefe  Words  include  the  moft  eflential  Point  of  Mo- 
rality, and  we  may  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  Maxims  of  all 
{he  Philofophers  are  Confequences  of  this  Principle.     SAN. 

33.  Ceeteraflumlnisl\  This  Defcription  of  the  Tiber  is  a 
perfeft  Image  of  the  Vicifiitude  of  human   Life,  and  the 
Moral  of  it  is  animated  with  a  poetical  Spirit,  which  gives 
it  Life  and  Being.     The  Reader  muft  obferve  how  happily 
the  Poet  has  varied  his  Numbers,  to  defcribe  the  Slownefs 
with  which  the  Tiber  flows  within   his  Channel,  and  the 
Rapidity  with  which  he  deluges   the  Country.     Thefe  are 
Beauties,  which  a  Translator  muft  endeavour  to  preferve. 


FLACCI  CARMIKUM    Lib.  j; 

Stirpefque  raptas,  &  pecus,  &  domos 
Volventis  una,  non  fine  nfontium 
Clamore,  vicinaeque  filvas  ; 

Quum  fera  diluvies  quietos  40 

Irritat  amnes.     IHe  potens  fui 
kastufque  degft,  cui  licet  in  diem 
Dixiflc,  vixi :  eras  vel  atra 

Nube  polum.  Pater,  occupato, 

Yd  fole  puro :  non  tamen  irritum,  45 

Quotlcunque  retro  eft,  efficiet  ;  nequje 
Diffinget,  infedlumque  reddet, 
Quotl  fugiens  femel  hora  vexit. 

Fortuna  faevo  laeta  negotio,  & 

Ludum  infolentem  ludcre  pertinax,  56 

Tranfmutat  incertos  honores, 
Nunc  inihi,  nunc  alii  bentgna. 

Laudo  manentem.     Si  celeres  quatft 
Pennas,  refigno  quae  dedit,  &  me^ 

Virtute  me  involve,  probamque  55 

Pauperiem  fine  dote  quaero. 

Non 


...4.5.  A«*  tame*  irritun.  &x.]  TTie  Poet  here  ufes  three 
Exprcliions,  which  rilt  in  btreugth  above  each  other  j 
irnhtm  tff.fere^  to  nuke  incffe&ual  ;  dij)  ngtre,  to  change  ; 
}>r/~eAum  reJa'ere,  to  dellroy. 

53.  l.niiao  watienttm]  'J  liefe  Sentiments  are  not  of  any 
par-icular  School,  but  the  univcrfcl  Dilates  of  Reafon, 
which  ought  to  regulate  ail  true  Fhilofophy.  Perhaps  the 
Emperor  Adrian  iiad  tlm  P  JTage  of  Horace  in  view,  whr  n 
lie  coined  the  Money,  wMch  Torrentius  mentions,  with 
this  Mono,  FORT  I  y.£  M4NE  NT  I.  SAN, 


i^no  tju<t  Jetlit.]  Is  a  figurative  Expreflion      Kf/ 
rly  f.gnifikiS  to    u;ifeal  or  eten,  in    Oppofition 


54.. 

ra>t  propery  .gnkiS  to  u;ifea  or  eten,  in  Oppofition  to 
jignare.  It  is  here  to  be  underftood,  rcddere,  refimtrt,  to 
reftose.  LA  MI. 
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But  when  defcends-  a  fudden  Shower, 

And  wild  provokes  his  filent  Flood, 
The  Mountains  hear  the  Torrent  roar, 

And  Echoes  (hake  the  neighbouring  Wood, 
Then  fwollen  with  Rage  He  fweeps  away 
Uprooted  Trees,  He?ds,  Dwellings  to  the  Sea. 

Happy  the  Man,   and  He  alone, 

Who  Mafter  of  himfelf  can  fay, 
To-day  at  leaft  hath  been  my  own, 

For  I  have  clearly  liv'd  To-day ; 
Then  let  To-morrow's  Clouds  arife, 
Or  purer  Suns  o'erfpread  the  chearful  Skies, 

Not  Jove  himfelf  can  now  make  void 
The  Joy,  that  wing'd  the  flying  Hour  ; 

The  certain  Bleffing  once  enjoy 'd 
Is  fafe  beyond  the  Godhead's  Power ; 

Nought  can  recall  the  a£ed  Scene, 
What  hath  been,  fpite  of  Jove  himfelf,  hath  been. 

But  Fortune,  ever-changing  Dame, 

Indulges  her  malicious  Joy, 
And  conftant  plays  her  haughty  Game, 

Proud  of  her  Office  to  deftroyj 
To-day  to  me  her  Bounty  flows, 
And  now  to  others  fhe  the  Blifs  beftows. 

I  can  applaud  her  while  fhe  flays, 

But  if  fhe  fhake  her  rapid  Wings, 
I  can  refign,  with  carelefs  Eafe, 

The  richeft  Gifts  her  Favour  brings, 
Then  folded  lie  in  Virtue's  Arms, 
And  honeft  Poverty's  undower'd  Charms. 


VOL.  II.  L  Though 


146  Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM     Lib.  3. 
Non  eft  meum,  fi  mugiat  Africis 
Malus  procellis,  ad  miferas  preces 
Decurrere,  &  votis  pacilci, 

Ne  Cypriae  Syriaeque  merces  60 

Addant  avaro  divitias  mari  ;  - 
Turn  me  biremis  przfidio  fcaphae 
Tutum  per  ^Egaeos  tumultus 
Aura  ferat,  geminufque  Pollux. 

CARMEN 


57.  Non  ejl  meum,  &c.]  Whether  we  underftand  procellis 
Africis,  the  Storms  of  the  African  Seas,  or  thofe  which  the 
South- Weil  Wind  Africus  brings  upon   the  Italian  Ocean, 
the  Senfe  is  the  fame,  and  Horace  only  means  a  violent 
Tempeft.     To  prove  that  he  is  prepared  for  all  Events,  h« 
places  himfelf  in  Circumftances  moft  proper  to  make  Trial 
of  his  Virtue.     He  can  fuppofe  the  Veflel,  in  which  were 
all  his  Hopes,  and  all  his  Fortunes,  in  the  midft  of  a  Tem- 
peft, yet  he  can  thank  the  Gods  for  his  fmgle  Prefervation, 
without  complaining  for  the  Lofs  of  his  Wealth.  TORR.  SAN. 

58.  Miferas  preces.']  Thefe  conditional   Prayers,    which 
Virtue  blulhes  for,  and  which  the  Gods  difregard,  are  by 
Plato  called  Ti^va,-  l/*arof»xa>',  a  Merchant's  Traffick,  and  by 
Perfms  preces  emaces,  Prayers  of  Purchafe. 

60.  Syrief.~\  This  Reading  is  in  fome  Manufcripts,  and 
in  one  ancient  Edition.  Horace  frequently  mentions  the 
Merchandife  of  Syria,  but  never  of  Tyre,  whofe  Trade 
was  greatly  leflened  in  his  Time,  efpecially  after  it  had  been 
ruined  by  Auguftus,  to  punifli  the  Tynans  for  their  Engage- 
ments with  Antony.  We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Cuningham 
for  the  Correction,  and  it  has  been  received  by  Mr.  Sanadon. 
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Though  the  Maft  howl  beneath  the  Wind, 

I  make  no  mercenary  Prayers, 
Nor  with  the  Gods  a  Bargain  bind 

With  future  Vows,  and  ftreaming  Tears, 
To  fave  my  Wealth  from  adding  more 
To  boundlefs  Ocean's  avaricious  Store  j 

Then  in  my  little  Barge  I'll  ride, 

Secure  amid  the  foamy  Wave, 
Calm  will  I  ftem  the  threatening  Tide, 

And  fearlefs  all  its  Tumults  brave  ; 
Even  then  perhaps  fome  kinder  Gale, 
While  the  Twin  Stars  appear,  fhall  fill  my  joyful  Sail, 
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CARMEN  XXX.     Ad  MELPOMENEN. 

EXEGI  monumentum  sere  perennius, 
Regalique  fitu  Pyramidum  altius  ; 
Quod  non  imber  edax,  non  Aquilo  impotehs 
Poflit  diruere,  aut  innumerabilis 
Annorum  feries,  &  fuga  temporum.  5 

Non  omnis  moriar ;  multaque  pars  mei 
Vitabit  Libitinam.     Ufque  ego  poftera 
Crefcam  laude  recens  j  dum  Capitolium 

Scandet 


Horace  coMeded  his  Lyric  Poetry,  by  Command  of  Au- 
guftus,  into  three  Volumes,  when  probably  he  placed  thi« 
Ode  at  the  End  of  them.  It  is  natural,  that  every  Artift 
fhould  applaud  Himfelf  at  the  finishing  any  Work,  in 
which  he  hath  fucceeded  ;  yet  it  is  more  pardonable  in 
Works  of  Genius,  fince  they  are,  if  fuch  an  Expreflion 
may  be  allowed,  an  Emanation  of  our  Souls ;  and  as  they 
are  moft  intimate,  fo  are  they  confequently  moft  dear  to 
Us.  But  independently  of  Right,  the  Poets,  whether  good 
or  bad,  have  ever  maintained  themfelves  in  Poflcflion  of 
this  Cuftom,  and  the  Judgment  of  Poftcrity  can  alone  de- 
termine between  the  Merit  of  fome,  and  the  Prefumption 
of  others.  SAN. 

Verf.  l .  Exegi  mcnumcntum.']  This  Monument  might  per- 
haps have  done  more  Honour  to  the  Poet,  if  it  had  been 
raifcd  by  any  other  Hand.  But  we  muft  not  reckon  too 
exa&ly  with  Poets  upon  the  Article  of  Vanity.  Ovid  has 
imitated  Horace  in  an  Epilogue,  which  he  added  to  his 
Metamorphofes  during  his  Exile,  and  perhaps  his  whole  In- 
tention was  to  contract  in  nine  Verfes  what  is  here  a  little 
more  enlarged.  However,  the  Sentiments  are  the  fame, 
and  in  the  fame  Order.  SAN. 

2.  Pyramidum.'}  The  Pyramids  are  ftill  remaining  to  fhew 
what  Wonders  an  infolent  Vanity  of  Kings,  and  an  abject 
Slavery  of  Subjects,  can  produce.  Piromi  fignifies  in  the 

Egyptian 


rc* 


ODE  XXX.     To  MELPOMENE. 

RE  durable  than  Brafs,  the  Frame 
Which  here  I  confecrate  to  Fame  ; 
Higher  than  Pyramids  that  rife 
With  royal  Pride  to  brave  the  Skies  ; 
Nor  Years,  though  numberlefs  the  Train, 
Nor.  Flight  of  Seafons,  wailing  Rain, 
Nor  Winds,  that  loud  in  Tempefts  break, 
Shall  e'er  its  firm  Foundation  make. 
Nor  fhall  the  funeral  Pyre  confume 
My  Fame ;  that  nobler  Part  fhall  bloom, 
And  with  unfading  Youth  improve, 
While  to  th'  immortal  Fane  of  Jove 

The 


Egyptian  Language,  a  Man,  and  probably  was  a  Title 
given  to  their  Heroes  or  Kings. 

3.  Quod  nan  imler  edax.~\  Pindar  fpeaks  in  a  more  Lyrjc 
Tone  of  the  Treafure  of  his  Hymns  ; 

To*  »T£  ^s 


Nor  wintry  Showers,  that  fearful  rend 
The  teeming  Clouds,  and  violent  defcend 

Like  armed  Hoils  in  dread  Array  ; 
Nor  Winds,  tcmpeftuous  in  their  Courfe, 
Shall  drive  with  irrefiftlefs  Force, 

Thefe  Treafures  to  the  Sea. 

7.  LlbitinamC\  This  was  the  Gcddefs,  who  prefided  over 

Funerals.     She  is  called  Vemu  infera  or  ffttfym&ia  in  fome 

L  3  ancient 


J5°  Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINVM     Lib.  3, 

Scandet  cum  tacita  virgine  Pontifex. 

Dicar,  qua  violens  obftrepit  Aufidus, 

Et  qua  pauper  aquae  Daunus  agreftium  IO 

Regnavit  populorum,  ex  humili  potens,    *'-*- 

JVmceps  JEol'ium  carmen  ad  Italos 

DeduxiiTe  modes.     Sume  fuperbiam 

Quaefitam  meritis,  &  mihi  Delphica 

Lauro  cinge  volens,  Melpomene,  comam. 

Qi  HORATII 


ancient  Epitaphs,  and  reckoned  among  the  infernal  Deities. 
Her  Priefts  muft  have  had  very  ample  Revenues,  for  Sueto- 
pius  tells  us,  that  in  one  pellikntial  Autumn  they  reckoned 
thirty  thoufand  Dead  in  their  Books.  A  Place  in  Rome, 
as  the  ancient  Scholiaft  informs  us,  was  called  Libiiina^ 
where  the  Undertakers  lived,  who  received  a  certain  Piece 
of  Money  for  every  Perfon,  who  was  buried,  from  whence 
they,  knew  the  Number  of  their  Dead. 

9.  Cum  tacita  virgine.]  The  Pontiffe  or  High-Prieft  alone 
pronounced  any  Words  concerning  Religion  in  public  Sa- 
crifices, and  the  Veftal  Virgins,  who  attended  him  to  the 
Capitol,  were  obliged  to  preferve  a  fo'emn  Silence  The 
Prediction  of  our  Poet  is  now  accomplilhed  far  beyond  the 
Term  he  propofed.  The  Capitol  is  fallen ;  the  Religion 
of  the  Romans  continues  no  longer,  yet  the  Poems  of  Ho- 
race preferve  all  their  original  Strength  and  Beauty.  We 
may  now  be  bold  to  fay,  that  their  Defliny  is  blended  with 
that  of  the  World,  and  that  they  can  only  perifh  in  one 
common  Ruin.  SAN. 

10.  Agrejliun  regna-'jii  ptfularum.  ]  Is  an  EUipfis,  where 
rex  muft  be  underftood.  <j>»a  regtiavit  Daunus  rex  popu!'-- 
rum  agreftium.  Horace  ufes  this  Epithet  agrcftis  for  belli- 
cofus,  as  in  another  Ode  he  calls  Daunia 'militaris.  SAN. 

Ex  bitmili  poters. }  Mr.  Dacier,  who  believes  that  Horace 
intends  here  his  own  Meannefs  of  Birth,  wonders  what 
Doctor  Bentley  was  thinking  of,  when  he  applied  thefc 
Words  to  Daunus.  Yet  Feftus  tells  us,  that  this  Prince  was 
an  Illyrian  of  Diftinftion,  who  being  obliged  to  leave  his 
Country  eftablilhed  a  Colony  in  Italy,  which  he  called  by 
his  own  Name.  Perhaps  the  River,  which  Horace  fei-ms 
to  defcribe  as  a  poor,  feeble  Stream,  in  Oppofition  to  tlie 

rapid. 
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The  Veftal  Maids,  in  fijient  State 

Afcending,  on  the  Pontiffe  wait. 

Where  Aufidus  with  deafhing  Waves, 

And  rapid  Courfe  impetuous  raves, 

And  where  a  poor,  enervate  Stream 

From  banifli'd  Daunus  takes  its  Name, 

O'er  warlike  Realms  who  fix'd  his  Throne, 

Shall  Horace,  deathlefs  Bard  be  known,   - 

Who  firft  attempted  to  mfpire, 

With  Grecian  Sounds  the  Roman  Lyre. 

With  confcious  Pride,  O  Mufe  divine, 

Afliime  the  Honours  juftly  thine, 

With  Laurel  Wreaths  my  Head  furround, 

Such  as  the  God  of  Verfe  have  crown'd. 


rapid,  violent  Aufidius,  was  named  Daunus   from  its  firft 
Monarch  -• 

I  3.  Princeps  JEolium  carmen.]  In  this  Poem,  which  ought 
to  be  the  laitof  his  Lyric  Works,  the  Hoet  {hews  he-  has 
preferred  his  Refolution  of  imitating  -Alc^us  and  SappliO, 
which  he  mentioned  in  his  firft  Ode.  Nor  is  it  probable, 
that  he  could  have  fo  frequently  boafted  of  being  trie  firft, 
who  formed  himfelf  upon  an  Imitation  of  the  Grecian 
Poets,  if  the  Public  had  not  in  general  acknowledged  his 
Claim.  SAS" 


The  END  of  the  TPIIRD  BOOK. 
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CARMEN  I.     Ad  VENEREM. 

INTERMISSA,  Venus,  dii» 
Rurfus  bella  moves  ?  Parce  precor,  precor, 
Non  fum  qualis  eram  bonz 

Sub  regno  Cynars  :  define,  dulcium 


Mater 


The  greater  Part  of  the  Odes  in  this  Book  were  written 
in  the  five  or  fix  la'ft  Years  of  our  Poet's  Life  ;  but  the 
Commentators,  by  miftaking  the  Senfe  of  a  Paflage  in  Sue- 
tonius, have  imagined,  it  was  compofed,  fuch  as  it  now 
appears,  by  Command  of  Auguftus  fome  Years  after  the 
third  Book  was  published.  Scripta  quldem  rjiu  itfque  adto 
frobavit,  manfuraque  perpetuo  crtdldit,  ut  non  modo  ftculcre 
carmen  componendum  injunxerit,  fed  &  Vindelicam  'viflorlam 
liberii  Drujique  privignorum,  eumquo  coegerit  propter  boc  tri- 
lut  carminum  libris  ex  longo  i;iter*vallo  quartum  adJere.  But 
fmce  it  is  apparent,  that  fome  Odes  in  this,  were  written 
before  others  in  the  preceding  Books,  the  Hiftorian  can 
only  mean,  that  Horace  had  not  publilhed  them  until  this 
Time.^  or  that  he  joined  to  thofc,  compofed  by  the  parti- 
cular Command  of  Auguftus,  fome  which  had  never  ap- 
peared before.  DAC. 

We  find  in  an  ancient  Manufcript,  quoted  by  Torrentius, 
that  this  Book  was  infcribed  to  Fabius  Maximus, 


LIBER  QUARTUS 
AD  FABIUM  MAXIMUM. 


THE    F  OU  R  T  H 

o 

OF    THE 

ODES   of  HO  RACE. 


ODE  I.     To  VENUS. 

AGAIN  new  Tumults  fire  my  Bread  ! 
Ah  !  fpare  me,  Venus,  let  thy  Suppliant  reft  ; 
Alas  !  I  am  not  now  the  Swain, 
I  was  in  Cynara's  good-natur'd  Reign. 

Fierce 


Verf.  2.  Rurfus.~]  Horace  had  folemnly  renounced  all  his 
amorous  Gallantries  at  the  Age  of  Forty,  but  he  afterwards 
fell  in  Love  with  Glycera,  and  at  fifty  Years  of  Age  is 
again  rurfus  engaged  in  his  prefent  Paffion.  L;AC. 

3.  Bono:  Cynar<e.~\  The  Commentators   differ  about  the 
Meaning  of  this  Epithet.      Some  underftand  it  in  general 
as  the  Language  uiually  fpoken  of  the  Dead ;  others,  that 
it  means  Cynara's   Good-nature ;  or  lafily,  her  particular 
Regards  for  Horace  in  loving  him  without  a  View  to  In- 
tereft,  or  Prefents. 

Quern  fcis  immunem  Cynarte  placuij/e  rapaci. 
Who  without  Prefents  charm'd  the  venal  Fair. 

This  Inftance  of  her  Affe&ion  makes  Mr.  Dacicr  think 
£hat  Horace  was  not  very  old  when  he  courted  her. 

4.  Define  dulclum   mater  feevaJ]  We  may  well   imagine 
lyhy  the  Poet  calls  Venus  cruel,  yet  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  ac- 
count 


154    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.^ 
Mater  fseva  Cupidinum,  * 

Circa  luftra  decem  fle&ere  mollibus 
Jam  durum  imperils  :  abi, 

Quo  blandas  juvenum  te  revocant  preces. 
Tempeftivius  in  domo 

Pauli,  purpureis  ales  oloribus,  10 

Commiflabere  Maxlimi ; 

Si  torrere  jecur  quasris  idoneum  ; 
Namque  &  nobilis,  &  decens, 

Et  pro  folicitis  non  tacitus  reis, 
Et  centum  puer  artium,  15 

Late  figna  feret  militiz  tux  ; 
Et,  quandoque  potentior 

Largis  muneribus  riferit  semuli, 
Albanos  prope  te  lacus 

Ponet  marmoream  fub  trabc  citrca.  29 

Die 


count  for  his  calling  the  Loves  Juices,  who  are  at  leaft  as 
cruel  as  their  Mother.  But  this  Epithet  rather  fignifics 
tender,  and  very  well  agrees  with  the  Cupids,  who  were 
always  reprefented  as  Children.  DAC. 

5.  Cupidinum.}  Some  Account  of  the  Cupids  hath  been 
already  given  in  the  nineteenth  Ode  of  the  firft  Book.  We 
muft  not  examine  the  Genealogies  of  the  Heathen  Gods 
with  too  much  Rigour,  for  probably  they  were  Emblems, 
which  ought  to  be  phyfically  explained. 

7.  Mollibus  imperils.]  The  Poet  is  fo  little  able  to  fupport 
the  Fatigues  of  a  Love  Warfare,  that  he  cannot  bear  what- 
foever  is  moft  eafy  and  gentle  in  the  Empire  of  Venus. 

DAC. 

9.  Purpureis  ales  oloribus.'}  This  Expreffion  is  remarkable. 
Venus  is  called  a  Bird,  becaufe  her  Chariot  w.is  drawn  by 
Birds.  The  Word  purpureis  hath  given  much  Pain  to  the 
Commentators,  who'  with  various  Correclionr  read  fur- 

fureis, 


Od.  i.         THE  ODES  OF  HORACE. 
Fierce  Mother  of  the  Loves,  no  more 
Attempt  to  bend  me  to  thy  charming  Power, 

Harden'd  with  Age  ;  but  fwift  repair 
Where  Youth  invokes  Thee  with  the  foothing  Prajer. 

Would  you  enflame,  with  young  Defire, 
A  Bofom  worthy  of  thy  pureft  Fire, 

To  Paul  us  guide,  a  welcome  Gueft, 
Thy  Purple  Swans,  and  revel  in  his  Breaft. 

Of  noble  Birth,  and  graceful  made, 
Nor  filent  when  Affliction  claims  his  Aid, 

The  Youth,  of  hundred  conquering  Arts, 
$hall  wave  thy  Banners  wide  o'er  female  Hearts  ; 

But  if  thy  powerful  Aid  he  prove, 
And  laughs  at  Rivals,  who  with  Gifts  make  Love, 

Thou  in  a  citron  Dome  malt  ftand, 
Form'd  by  the  Sculptor's  animating  Hand  , 

Theie 


furels,  marmoreis,  Porpbyreis.  The  Ancients  calleu  any 
ftrong  and  vivid  Colour  by  the  Name/qf  Purple,  becauia 
that  was  their  richeft  Colour.  Purpttreum  mare,  purpure-e 
conue,  purpureo  caph'to,  from  whence  our  learned  Spencer, 

The  Mqrrpw  next  appear 'd  \vith  purple  Hair. 
1 6.  Late  figr.a  feret  militia:  tux .]  The  Poet  tells  Venw, 
that  Fabius  fliall  extend  her  Empire,  and  it  is  a  Compii- 
ment  to  this  nqble  Roman  to  be  appointed  the  Stand^r^- 
bearer  of  Venus,  for  the  handfomeft  and  the  braveft  Men 
were  always  chofen  for  that  Commiffion. 

1 8.  Potentior  largh  muneribus  riferit  amuli.'}  Maximus  had 
probably  fome  Rival,  who  endeavoured  to  weaken  his  A< 
vantages  of  Birth,  Wit  and  Beauty,  by  prodigious  Expences 
and  magnificent  Prefents,  but  it  is  impoffible  to  gueis  at  the 
particular  Perfons  or  Circumftances  to  which  Horace  alludes. 
The  Words  may  be  differently  conftrued,  either  rifgrit  po- 
tsntior  muneribus,  or  potentior  riferit  muneribus.  Mr.  Dacier 
chufes  the  firft,  and  the  Translator  the  fecond,  as  a  more 
natural  and  eafy  Conftruftion.  If  he  (hall  fuccesd  in  his 
Paflion,  and  be  able  to  laugh  at  the  Prefents  of  his  wealthy 
JLival,  fcfV. 
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Dlic  plurima  naribus 

Duces  thura  j  lyraeque  &  Berecynthise 
Dele&abere  tibiae 

Miftis  carminibus,  non  fine  iltuli. 
JJlic  bis  pueri  die 

Numen  cum  teneris  virginibus  tuum 
Laudantes,  pede  candido 

In  morem  Salium  ter  quatient  humum. 
Me  nee  foemina,  nee  puer 

Jam,  nee  fpes  animi  creduJa  aiutui,  33 

Nee  certare  juvat  mero, 

Nee  vincire  novis  tempora  floribus. 

Scd 


1 9.  Mana  prope  U  lacu,.}  The  City  of  Alba  was  bulk 
between  a  Mountain  and  a  Lake,  which  Livy  fays  was  in  a 
large  *oreft.  Horace  p!0mifes  that  Maximus  (hall  ereft  a 
Temple  near  this  Lake,  becaufe  perhaps  he  had  a  Houfe 
there  ;  but  Mr.  Dacier  thinks,  that  the  Promifc  might  have 
been  more  agreeable  to  the  Goddefs,  from  the  Memory  of 
her  Grandfon  Afcanius,  who  had  built  the  City.  As  this 
Particularity  could  not  enter  into  a  Tranflation  with  any 
Grace,  nor  be  with  Eafe  intelligible  to  an  Englift  Reader 
it  is  omitted. 

but  although  Cyprus  "abounded  ».  ^«t,  .9tt  f^Zn 

have  been  Wood  only  proper  for  building  Ships.     On  the 

MounTAtl  Cltr°nfTree,'  Particularly  thft  of  L  Foreft  of 
Mount  Atlas,  was  fo  valuable,  that  it  was  employed  in 
making  the  ncheft  Furniture.  The  Prom ife  therefore  to 
t  ^  a  ^I^'<-  confiderable,  and  yet  it  had  not 
been  the  only  Temple  of  this  Wood  erected  tq  the  Goddefs. 

21.  Plurima  naribus  duces  tbura]  Ducere  is  a(bS*^ 
whatever  we  fwallow,  whether  by  the  Nofe  or  MoEth  The 
SaSfir^R?  ^^"S^^/^enfe  to  Venus,  becaufe  no 
bacnhce  ot  Blood  was  offered  to  her ;  yet  he  does  not  think 
it  fufficient  to  promife  her  a  Statue,  Incenfe,  a^i  Temple, 
4  but 


Od.  i.        THE  ODE'S  OF  HORACE! 
There  fliall  th'  abundant  Incenfe  flame, 
And  Thou  tranfported  quaff  the  rifing  Steam, 

While  all  the  Powers  of  Mufic  join 
To  raife  the  Song  with  Harmony  divine. 

There  (hall  the  Youths  and  Virgins  pay 
To  Thee,  their  grateful  Offerings  twice  a-day,. 

Like  Salian  Priefts  the  Danpe  ftkall  lead, 
t  And  many  a  mazy  Mcafure  round  Thee  tread. 

For  me,  alas  !  thofe  Joys  are  o'er^ 
For  me  the  vernal  Garland  blooms  no  more  ; 

No  more  the  Feats  of  Wine  I  prove, 
Nor  the  delufive  Hopes  of  mutual  Love. 

But 


but  aflures  her  that  her  Temple  {hall  be  filled  with  Wor- 
fhippers,  Mufic  and  Dancing. 

Lyr*gue  &  Berecmthi^  The  Mufic  in  the  Temples  was 
dually  compofed  o'f  a  Voice,  one  Lyre,  one  or  two  Flutes, 
and  a  Flagelet.  There  was  at  Delos  a  Statue  or  Apollo, 
who  held  in  his  left  Hand  his  Bow  and  Arrows,  and  in  his 
right  the  three  Graces,  with  each  an  Instrument  m  her 
Hand.  The  firft  held  a  Lyre,  the  fecond  a  Flagelet,  and 
the  third  a  Flute. 

26  Pueri  cum  virginibus.'}  The  Ancients  had  ^  not  any 
Children  educated  to  fing  in  their  Temples,  nor  employed 
any  Theatrical  Performers,  but  chofe  from  the  beft  Families 
a  certain  Number  of  young  People  of  both  Sexes,  who 
fung  until  others  were  elected  to  iucceed  them. 

32  Nevis  Jlorihts.]  The  Commentators  underftand  by 
wvisfloribus,  Flowers  newly  gathered  for  Crowns  m  their 
Entertainments  ;  but  Mr.  Dacier,  without  condemning  tms 
Explication,  thinks  the  Words  may  be  better  applied  figura- 
tively to  Crowns,  which  were  worn  as  Marks  of  new 
Amours.  Thus  Horace,  by  faying  he  had  quitted  thefe 
Crowns,  would  tell  us  that  he  had  long  ceafed  to  love. 


QlHoRATIlFLACClCARMINUM      Lib.  4. 

Sed  cur,  heu  !  Ligurine,  cur 

Manat  rara  meas  lacryma  per  genas  ? 
Cur  facunda  parum  decoro 

Inter  verba  cadit  lingua  filentio  ? 
No<2urnis  te  ego  fomniis 

Jam  captum  teneo }  jam  volucrem  fequor 
Te  per  gramina  Martii 

Campi ;  te  per  aquas,  dure,  volubiles.  40 

CARMEN 


35-  Cur  fiuunda.]  If  we  could  doubt,  that  Horace  was 


Od.  i".       THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.'  $5 

But  why,  ah  !  Fair-one,  flill  too  dear, 
Steals  down  my  Cheek  th'  involuntary  Tear  ? 

Or  why,  thus  faulter  o'er  my  Tongue 
The  Words,  which  once  harmonious  pour'd  along  ? 

Swift  through  the  Fields,  and  flowing  Streams, 
J  follow  Thee  in  vifionary  Dreams, 

Now,  now  I  feize,  I  clafp  thy  Charms, 
And  now  you  burft,  ah  cruel !  from  my  Arms. 


"-(  160 


:  fj  «xnv  -iO   ^ 

CARMEN  II.    Ad  ANTONIUM  IULUM. 

c*.-u  .s  -.     j  ..-. 

FIND  ARUM  quifqiris  ftudet  smulari,  I- 
ule,  ceratis  ope  !><rdalea 
Nititur  pennts,  vitrco  daturua 
Nomina  ponto. 

Monte 


A  great  Prince,  who  can  reckon  a  great  Poet  among  his 
Subjects,  does  not  need  either  Brals  or  Marble  to  perpetuate 
his  Memory.  Every  Step,  which  he  makes  to  Glory,  (hall 
be  marked  with  a  Monument  as  illuftrious  as  durable.  But 
a  Poet,  who  is  confcious  of  his  own  Abilities,  and  would 
preferve  a  Reputation  of  Integrity,  is  happy  in  finding  a 
Prince,  whom  he  may  praife  without  difhonouring  himfelf. 
Auguftus  and  Horace  equally  enjoyed  thefe  uncommon  Ad- 
vantages. 

This  Emperor  had  been  in  Gaul,  where  his  Prefence  put 
a  Stop  to  the  Progiefs  of  the  Sicambri,  and  fupported  the 
Conqueils  of  Tiberius  and  Drufus  over  the  Khoeti  and 
Vindelici.  He  was  expedited  with  much  Impatience  at 
Rome,  where  a  magnificent  Triumph  was  preparing  for 
Him.  The  Return  of  this  Prince,  after  a  Campaign  fo 
glorious,  gave  occafion  to  our  Poet  to  compofe  four  Odes, 
in  which  we  fee  that  the  Maturity  of  an  advanced  Age  had 
not  lefiened  the  Fire  of  his  earlieft  Youth.  We  are  indebted 
for  the  two  firft  to  Julus  Antonius,  who  had  engaged  him 
to  write  them  ;  and  Auguftus  was  fo  charmed  with  them, 
that  he  propofed  the  Subject  of  the  two  others  himfelf. 

It  is  probable,  that  this  Ode  was  written  the  latter  End 
of  the  Year  740,  when  Auguftus  was  expected  at  Rome ; 
but  the  Affairs  of  Gaul,  Germany,  and  Spain,  obliged 
him  to  defer  his  Return  for  fome  Months. 

Verf.  i.  Pindarum  quifquh.]  This  Charafter  of  Pindar 
particularly  regards  his  Dithyrambks ;  and  the  Judgment  of 

Horace 


ODE  II.     70  ANTONIUS  IULUS. 

'T'TrE,  who  to  Pindar's  Height  attempts  to  rife, 
-LJL  Like  Icarus,    with  waxen  Pinions  tries 
^lis  pathlefs  Way,  and  from  the  venturous  Theme 
Shall  leave  to  azure  Seas  his  falling  Name. 

As 


Horace  is  the  Judgment  of  all  Antiquity.  Plato,  whom  we 
can  hardly  fufpeft  of  flattering  "the  Poets,  acknowledges  in 
Pindar  fomething  above  mortal,  and  Alexander  had  fo  great 
Refpeft  for  his  Memory,  that,  when  he  took  the  City  of 
Thebes,  he  ordered  the  Houfe,  in  which  the  Poet  had 
lived,  to  be  preferved,  and  faved  all  who  remained  of  his 
Family  from  the  general  MafTacre.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Length  of  his  Digreffions,  which  often  makes  him  lofe  Sight 
of  his  Subject,  have  difgufted  fome  modern  Critics  ;  but  as 
we  have  only  ibme  Odes,  which  he  wrote  upon  thofe,  who 
carried  the  Prizes  in  the  folemn  Games  of  Greece,  it  is 
little  furprifmg  that,  in  SubjeSs  fo  confined  and  fo  uniform, 
he  mould  frequently  throw  himielf  into  a  Wandering  upon 
the  Praifes  of  the  Heroes,  from  whom  his  own  are  defcend- 
ed,  and  of  the  Gods,  who  were  Founders  or  Protectors  of 
the  Cities  from  whence  they  came.  Befides,  the  Fables  of 
thefe  Gods  were  as  interefting  to  the  People  then,  as  they 
are  to  us  indifferent.  SAN. 

Verf.  z.  lule.]  Julus  Antonius  was  Son  of  the  Triumvir 
and  Fulvia.  Auguftus  honoured  him  with  the  higheft  Em- 
ployments in  the  State,  and  the  Government  of  feveral 
Provinces.  He  received  him  into  his  Alliance  by  marrying 


him  to  his  Niece,  yet  Antony  ungratefully  violated   the 
Houfe  of  his  Benefactor  by  corrupting  his  Daughte-r  Julia,  and 

gaged  in  a  Confpiracy  againit:  hi:  " 

;  Punifhment  of  chis  Ingratitude 

VOL,  IL  M 


engaged  in  a  Ccnfpiiacy  againit  his  Perfon.    He  prevented 
die  Punifhment  of  chis  In  ratitude  by  a  voluntary  Death. 


1 62   Q^HORATII  FLACQI  CARMINUM  Lib.  4. 
Monte  decurrens  velut  amnis,  imbres  5 

Quern  liiper  notas  aluere  ripas, 
Fervet,  immenfufque  ruit  profundo 
Pindarus  ore  ; 

Laurea  donandus  Apollinari, 

Seu  per  audaces  nova  dithyrambos  10 

Verba  devolvit,  numerifque  fertur 
Lege  folutis : 

Seu  Deos,  rcgefque  canit,  Deorum 
Sanguinem  ;  per  quos  cecidere  jufta 
Morte  Centauri ;  cecidit  tremendae  15 

Flamma  Chimzrae : 

Sive 

5.  Monte  decurrens. ~\  It  were  not  poffible  to  find  a  Com- 
parifon  more  proper  to  figure  to  us  the  Character  of  a  Poet, 
always  great  in  his  Defigns,  fublime  in  his  Sentiments, 
pompous  in  his  Defcriptions,  rapid  in  his  Style,  bold  in  his 
Figures,  and  ftrongin  his  Expreflions.  Horace,  in  drawing 
this  Character  of  rindar,  becomes  a  Pindar  himfelf,  and 
while  he  aflures  us,  that  his  Original  is  inimitable,  he  has 
drawn  the  Copy  with  fo  much  Life,  that  we  are  apt  to  think 
his  Modefty  alone  has  given  the  Preference-  to  the  Grecian. 

SAN. 

7.  Fervet. "]  This  Verb  is  properly  applied  to  the  Agita- 
tion of  Fire,  but  it  is  alfo  ufed  to  exprefs  the  Motion  of 
Waters,  which  feem  to  boil  by  their  Rapidity.  The  Tran- 
flator  hath  endeavoured  to  preferve  his  Author's  Image  by 
the  Word  foaming. 

10.  Audaces  ditbyrambos.~\  We  have  already  fpoken  of  this 
kind  of  Poetry,  which  the  Epithet  atidaces  particularly  cha- 
rafterifes.  The  Dithyrambic  demands  a  greater  Boldnek 
than  any  other  poetical  Compofition,  and  is  indeed  the  only 
one,  in  which  a  Lyric  Irregularity  may  be  happily  indulged. 
This  Irregularity  has  been  fatal  to  modern  Englim  Imitators, 
who  abandoning  themfelves  to  a  Wildnefs  of  Imagination, 
and  a  Licentioulhefs  of  Numbers,  ufually  give  us  a  fantailic 
Confufion  inftead  of  a  noble  Diforder.  Mr.  Sanadon  makes 
the  fame  Remark  upon  French  Poetry, 

Nova  verba.]  Dithyrambic  Poets  had  no  more-  Right  of 
making  Words,  than  any  other  Writers,  but  drey  had  a 

greater 
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As  when  a  River,  fwollen  by  fudderi  Showers 
O'er  its  known  Banks,  from  fome  fteep  Mountain  pours* 
So  in  profound,  unmeafurable  Song 
'The  deep-mouth'd  Pindar,  foaming,  pours  along. 

Well  He  deferves  Apollo's  laurel'd  Crown, 
Whether  new  Words  He  rolls  enraptur'd  down 
Impetuous  through  the  Dithyrambic  Strains, 
Free  from  all  Laws,  but  what  Himfelf  ordains  ; 

Whether  in  lofty  Tone  fublime  He  fings 
The  deathlefs  Gods,  or  God-defcended  Kings, 
With  Death  deferv'd  who  fmote  the  Centaurs  dire, 
And  quench 'd  the  fierce  Ghimaera's  Breath  of  Fire  ; 

Or 


freater  Liberty  of  forming  double  or  compounded  Words, 
/joining  together  thofe  already  known  and   eftablimed. 
Thefe  are  what  Horace  calls  new  Words.  SAN. 

We  may  form  a  Character  of  Dithyrambic  Poets  from 
fome  Expreffions  of  the  Ancients  concerning  them.  Suidas 
tells  us,  they  talk  much  of  Clouds  and  Meteors,  from  whence 
Ariftophanes  fays,  they  are  nourifhed  by  the  Clouds.  Per^ 
haps,  this  Character  gave  Rife  to  the  Proverb,  He,  who 
drinks  Water,  can  never  be  a  good  Ditkyran:bic  Poet.  As  to 
compounded  Words,  the  Greeks  ufed  them  boldly  both  in 
Profe  and  Verfe  ;  the  Latins  were  more  referved,  and  in 
modern  Languages  a  frequent,  or  injudicious  Ufe  of  them, 
is  one  of  the  principal  Sources  of  a  frigid  Style. 

12.  Numeris  lege  fo/utis.']    The  Author  of  an  Epitaph  on 
Plautus  fays,    nuiwri  innumeri  in  the  fame  Senfe.     Thefe 
two  PafTages  had  lefs   perplexed  the  Learned,  if  they  had 
more  Knowledge  of  th,e    ancient,    irregular  Verification. 
The  Dithyrambic  Liberty  difpenfed  with  the  Poet's  follow- 
ing any  uniform  Cadence  ;  however  he  was  not  allowed  to 
make  new  Verfes  by  any  new  Form  of  Meafures,  but  he 
might  ufe  whatever  had  been  already  received,   without 
being  obliged  to  preferve  a  regular  Return  of  Diftichs  or 
Strophes.  SAN. 

13.  Sett  Deos,   regefque  canit.']    After   his   Dithyrambics, 
Horace   mentions   Pindar's  Hymns  to  the  Gods,  and  his 
Panegyrics  on  his  Heroes.  DAC. 

M  2 
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Sive  quos  Elea  domum  reducit 
Palma  coeleftes,  pugilemve  equumve 
Dicit  j  &  centum  potiore  fignis 

Munere  donat :  2O 

Flebili  fponfae  juvenemve  raptum 
Plorat ;  &  vires,  animumque,  morefque 
Aurcos  educit  in  aftra,  nigroque 

Invidet  Oreo. 

Multa  Dircaeum  levat  aura  cycnum,  25 

Tendit,  Antoni,  quoties  in  altos 
Nubium  tra£tus  :  ego,  apis  Matinae 

More  modoque, 

Grata  carpentis  thyma  per  laborem 

Plurimum,  circa  ncmus,  uvidique  30 

Tiburis  ripas,  operofa  parvus 

Carmina  fingo. 

Concines 


18.  Calefies.]  Mr  Dacier  wonders  how  Dr.  Bentlcy  could 
apply  this  Epithet  both  to  the  Horfe  and  the  Hero.     We 
have  heard,  fays  the  Critic,  of  an  Horfe,  that  was  made  a 
Conful,  but  never  of  one,  that  was  ranked  among  the  Gods 
by  the  1  hie  of  calejlis.     However,  we  find  that  the  Horfes 
were  rewarded  with  an  equal  Share  of  poetical  Glory,  nor 
had  any  Reaibn  to  envy  their  Drivers. 

19.  Centum  potiore fgnis]  Perhaps  this  Paflage  alludes  to 
a  Story  of  Pindar,  told  by  his  Scholiaft.     When  Pytheas 
had  conquered  in  the  Nema^an  Games,  his  Friends  dcfired 
Pindar  to  write  an  Ode  upon  his  Viftory.     The  Poet  de- 
manding three  IVlinze  (fomewhat  about  ten  Pounds)  they  t  >ld 
him  they  could  erect  a  Statue  of  Brafs  at  that  Price.    Soaie 
Time  afterwards  they  acknowledged  their  Fault,  and  gave 
him  what  he  aiked,  upon  which  he  began  his  Ode  in  this 
Manner : 

It 
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Or  whom  th'  Olympic  Palm,  victorious  Prize  ! 
Immortal  crowns,  and  raifes  to  the  Skies, 
Wreftler  or  Steed — with  Honours  that  outlive 
The  mortal  Fame,  that  thoufand  Statues  give  : 

Or  mourns  fome  haplefs  Youth  in  plaintive  Lay, 
From  his  fond,  weeping  Bride,  ah  !  torn  away, 
His  Manners  pure,  his  Courage,  and  his  Name, 
Snatch'd  from  the  Grave,  He  vindicates  to  Fame. 

Thus  when  the  Theban  Swan  attempts  the  Skies, 
A  nobler  Gale  of  Rapture  bids  Him  rife ; 
But  like  a  Bee,  which  through  the  breezy  Groves, 
With  feeble  Wing,  and  idle  Murmurs  roves, 

Sits  on  the  Bloom,  and  with  unceafing  Toil 
From  Thyme  fweet-breathing  culls  his.  flowery  Spoil, 
So  I,  weak  Bard  !  round  Tibur's  lucid  Spring, 
Of  humble  Strain  laborious  Verfes  fing. 

'Tis 


It  is  not  mine,  with  forming  Hand 
To  make  a  lifelefs  Image  ftand 

For  ever  on  its  Bafe  ; 
But  fly,  my  Verfes,  and  proclaim 
To  diftant  Realms,  with  deathleis  Fame, 
That  Pytheas  conquered  in  the  rapid  Race. 

25.  Multa  DirceeumJ]  When  Pindar  rifes  into  the  Clouds, 
he  has  always  Force  enough  to  maintain  and  continue  his 
Flight.  When  he  defcends  from  this  Elevation,  it  is  not 
that  his  Strength  fails ;  his  Defcent  has  nothing  of  a  Fall, 
and  he  has  always  Vigour  fufHcient  to  rife  again.  DAC. 

29.  Per  laborem  $lurimnm~\  The  Language  of  Horace  is 
very  different  from  what  is  ufually  fpoken  by  modern  Poets. 
He  acknowledges,  that  his  Poems  had  cofl  him  infinite  La- 
bour j  but  if  we  believe  thefe  Gentlemen,  their  Works  are 
all  extempore.  However,  this  is  certain,  that  we  cannot 
employ  too  much  Time  in  producing  a  good  i  iece,  nor 
too  little  in  compofmg  a  bad  one.  SAN, 

M  3 
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Concines  majore  poeta  ple&ro 

Caefarem,  quandoque  trahet  feroces 

Per  facrum  clivum,  merita  decorus  £$ 

Fronde,  Sicambros  : 
Quo  nihil  majus  meliufve  terris 
Fata  donavere,  bonique  Divi  ; 
Nee  dabunt,  quamvis  redeant  in  aurum 

Tempora  prifcum.  40 

Concmes  Isetofque  dies,  &  urbis 
Publicum  ludum,  fuper  impetrato 
Fortis  Augufti  reditu,  forumque 

Litibus  orbum. 

Turn  meas  (fi  quid  loquar  audiendum)  45 

Vocis  accedet  bona  pars  ;  &  6  fol 
Pulcher,  6  laudajide,  canarn,  recepto 

Csefare  felix. 

^li 

Tumque 


33.  Majore  poeta  p/cffro.]  Antonius  i*  not  only  raifed 
above  Horace,  but  equalled  even  to  Pindar ;  and  that  thefe 
Praifes  are  not  without  Foundation,  is  a  great  Part  of  their 
Value  Antonius  was  a  Poet,  and  in  an  Age  when  Poetry 
was  in  its  liigheft  Honour,  and  Eftimation.  Birth  and  For- 
tune did  not  then  poffefs  the  Place  of  all  Kind*  of  Merit. 
Men  of  Letters  -had  the  Happinefs  of  finding  Erudition 
and  Tafte  among  the  Great,  to  whom  they  prefented  their 
Works.  SAN. 

J6.  Sicambros.']  This  Triumph,  which,  the  Poet  promifes, 
which  was  defigned  for  the  Return  of  Auguftus,  was 
never  can ied  into  Execution.  To  avoid  the  Honours  in- 
tended for  him,  he  entered  Rome  in  the  Night,  without 
informing  the  Senate  of  his  Arri.al  He  went  t3ie  next 
Day  to  the  Capitol,  and  taking  the  Laurels  off  his  Statues 
placed  them  at  the  Feet  of  Jupiter. 

37-  %Ji°  ™kH  rnajus  meliuf'yt.'}  This  Verfe  includes  the 
greateft  Praife  that  can  be  given  to  Princes,  who  never  can 
be  truly  great,  except  they  jqin  Greatntfs  and  Goodftefs 

together. 
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'Tis  thine  with  deeper  Hand  to  ftrilce  the  Lyre, 
For  Cadar's  Glory  (hall  his  Bard  infpire, 
When  He,  with  Laurel  crown'd,  the  Meed  of  War, 
Drags  the  fierce  Gaul  at  his  triumphal  Car ; 

Than  whom  the.  Gods  ne'er  gave,  or  bounteous  Fatd 
To  human  Kind  a  Gift  more  good  or  great, 
Nor  from  their  Treafures  mail  again  unfold, 
Though  Time  roll  backward  to  his  ancient  Gold. 

Be  thine  the  feftal  Days,  the  City's  Joys, 
The  Forum  fllenc'd  from  litigious  Noife, 
The  public  Games  for  Czefar  fafe  reftor'd, 
A  Blefling  oft  with  pious  Vows  implor'd. 

Then,  if  my  Voice  can  reach  the  glorious  Theme, 

Thus  will  I  fmg,  amid  the  loud  Acclaim 

Hail  brighteft  Sun  ;  in  Rome's  fair  Annals  mine, 
Caefar  returns — eternal  Praife  be  thine. 

As 


together.  Auguftus  poffe£ed  thefe  two  valuable  Qualities 
in  an  eminent  Degree,  for  we  mull  not  judge  of  his  Cha- 
racter by  the  firft  Years  of  his  Reign.  The  Cruelties,  which 
he  then  exercifed,  mould  be  imputed  to  the  Neceifiry  of  the 
Times,  that  hindered  him  from  appealing  what  he  really 
was-  Or  if  we  muft  allow  that  his  Exerciie  of  Power  at 
firft  was  that  of  a  Tyrant,  rather  than  of  a  King,  we  may 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  End  of  it  had  more  of  a  God  than 
a  Man.  Seneca  therefore  can  never  be  excufed,  who  calls 
the  Clemency  of  Auguftus,  a  weaned  Cruelty,  lajjam  crude- 
Ltatem.  DAC. 

42.  Super  impetrato.~\  During  the  Abfehce  of  Auguftus, 
Vows  were  made  to  the  Gods  for  his  Return,  which  the 
new  Confuls  repeated  in  741,  by  Decree  of  the  Senate,  as 
appears  by  Medals  and  Infcriptions.  TORR. 

45.  Turn  me.?  Jt  quid.]  The  Poet  now  beholds  the  Return 
of  Auguftus ;  he  fancies  himfclf  in  the  midft  of  the  Feftival ; 
he  can  no  longer  contain  his  Joy,  which  breaks  forth  in 
redoubled  Acclamations.  His  Expreffions  are  {piritecl  and 
natural ;  he  fpeaks  the  Language  of  the  Heart,  and  the 
Heart  is  always  eloquent.  SAN. 
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Tumque  dum  procedit,  16  triumphe 
Non  femel  dicemus,  16  triumphe,  50 

Civitas  omnis  ;  dabimufque  Divis 
Thura  benignis. 

Te  decem  tauri,  totidemque  vaccae  j 

Me  tener  folvet  vitulus,  reli&a1 

Matre  qui  largis  juvencfcit  herbi$  55 

In  mea  vota  : 

Fronte  curvatos  imitatus  ignes 
Tertium  Lunae  referentis  ortum, 
Qua  notam  duxit  niveus  videri, 

Caetera  fulvus.  60 

CARMEN 


49.  Tumque  dum  proceftt.]  The  Manufcripts  read  tuque  or 
tequt  dum  procedis  or  procedit.  Doftcr  Bcntley  has  had  Pa- 
tience  to  refute  all  Explications  of  our  Interpreters ;  fome 
of  which  are  impertinent,  others  trifling,  and  all  unworthy 
of  Horace.  The  Correction  therefore  leems  neceflary,  and 
turn  in  the  preceding  Strophe  ought  naturally  to  have  titm- 
que  in  the  Beginning  of  this.  Such  arc  the  Reafons  with 
which  Mr.  Cuningham  and  Sanadon  fupport  the  Corredlion. 
Procedit  muft  be  applied  to  Csefar. 

57.  Fronte  curt-afos.'}  Horace  admirably  fuccecds  in  De- 
fcription  of  whatever  is  natural,  from  whence  he  loves  thi$ 
Jcind  of  Painting. 


, 
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As  the  Proceflion  awful  moves  along, 
Let  Shouts  of  Triumph  fill  our  joyful  Song  ; 
Repeated  Shouts  of  Triumph  Rome  fhall  raife, 
And  to  the  bounteous  Gods  our  Altars  blaze. 

Of  thy  fair  Herds  twice  ten  fhall  grateful  bleed, 
While  I,  with  pious  Care,  one  Steerling  feed  : 
Wean'd  from  the  Dam,  o'er  Failure's  large  he  roves, 
And  for  my  Vows  his  rifmg  Youth  he  proves  ; 
v  His  Horns  like  Luna's  bending  Fires  appear, 
When  the  third  Night  me  rifes  to  her  Sphere  ; 
And,  yellow  all  the  reft,  one  Mark  there  glows 
jFull  in  his  Front,  and  bright  as  Winter  Snows. 


CARMEN  III.    Ad  MELPOMENEN. 

QUEM  tu,  Melpomene,  femel 
Nafcentem  placido  lumine  videris, 
Ilium  noii  labor  Ifthmius 

darabit  pugilem  j  non  equus  iftipigcr 
Curru  ducet  AchaYo  p 

Vi6brem  ;  neque  res  bellica  Deliis 
Ornatum  foliis  ducem, 

Quod  regum  tumidas  contuderit  minas, 
Oftendet  Capitolio : 

Sed  quae  Tibur  aquz  fertile  przfluunt,  !• 

Et  fpiflae  nemorum  comas, 

Fingent  JEolio  carmine  nobilem. 

Romas, 


If  any  confiderablc  Number  of  Odes  had  ever  been  tran- 
flated  with  a  Spirit  equal  to  this  by  Bifhop  Atterbury,  the 
prefent  Work  had  never  been  attempted.  By  his  Succefs 
we  may  be  convinced  it  is  not  impofiible  to  render  Horace 
into  Englifh  without  any  great  Lofs  of  his  original  Beauties ; 
but  after  fuch  a  Character  of  this  Tranflation,  it  would  be 
very  little  prudent  to  appear  in  Competition  with  that 
learned  and  ingenious  Prelate  by  attempting  it  after  him. 

They,  who  have  Taftc  for  whate\'er  is  delicate  and  na- 
tural in  Poetry  ;  for  whatever  is  noble  and  elegant  in  Style, 
or  flowing  and  harmonious  in  Numbers,  muft  acknowledge, 
that  there  is  not  any  Thing  in  Greek  or  Latin  more  finifhed 
and  complete  than  this  Poem.  Such  is  the  Judgment  of 
all  the  Commentators,  but  Scaliger  is  fo  charmed  with  it, 
that  he  aflures  us  he  would  rather  be  Author  of  it,  than  be 
King  of  Arragon. 

Verf.  i.  Melpomene.']  Horace  thanks  the  Mufes  for  their 
Favours  to  him  even  in  the  Hour  of  Birth,  and  would  thus 

infatuate 
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ODE  III.     ¥0  MELPOMENE. 

HE,  on  whofe  natal  Hour  the  Queen 
Of  Verfe  hath  fmil'd,  fhall  never  grace 
The  Ifthmian  Gauntlet,  or  be  feen 

Firft  in  the  fam'd  Olympic  Race  : 
IJe  fhall  not  after  Toils  of  War, 

And  taming  haughty  Monarchs'  Pride 
With  laurel'd  Brows  confpicuous  far, 
To  Jove's  Tarpeian  Temple  ricje  : 
But  Him,  the  Streams  which  warbling  flow 
Rich  Tibur's  fertile  Vales  along, 

fhady  Groves^  his  Haunts,  {hall  know 
The  Matter  of  th'  ^Eolian  Song. 

The 


Infinuate  to  us,  that  he  had  received,  in  the  firft  Moments 
of  Life,  whatever  diftinguiihed  him  afterwards.  Such  is 
that  Happinefs  of  Genius ;  that  Spirit  of  Poetry,  which 
Art  and  Study  may  improve,  but  which  Nature  alone  can 
give  ;  while  the  happy  PofTefibr  of  thefe  Bleffings  is  infen- 
iible  to  the  Glories  either  of  Peace  or  War,  which  the 
reft  of  Mankind  purfue  with  fo  much  Danger  and  Fatigue. 

SAN. 

4.  Non  equus  zmpiger.~\  The  Commentators  explain  this 
PaiTage  in  two  different  Senfes,  both  of  which  perhaps 
Horace  had  in  View.  It  is  indifferent  to  the  Conftruclion 
whether  we  underftand  the  Chariot,  in  which  the  Victors 
were  carried  home  from  the  Olympic  Games,  or  that  in 
which  they  won  the  Prize.  The  Word  ducet  feems  to  in- 
cline to  the  firft  Meaning,  as  it  is  often  ufcd  to  lignify  a 
proceffional  Pomp. 

9.  Ojtendet  Capitolio.']  The  Word  oflendet  is  borrowed 
from  the  Ceremonies  and  Solemnities,  which  were  made  for 

Pomp 
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Romas,  principis  urbium, 

Dignatur  foboles  inter  amabiles 
Vatum  ponerc  me  chords  ';"  15 

Et  jam  dente-  minus  mordeor  invido. 
O  teftudinis  aureae 

Dulcem  quae  ftrepitum,  Fieri,  temperas  : 
O  mutis  quoque  pifcibus 

Donatura  cycni,  fi  libeat,  fonum  :  afll 

Totum  muneris  hoe  tui  eft, 

Quod  monftror  digito  prastereuntium 
Romanae  fidicen  lyfar. 

Quod  fpiro,  &  placeo,  fi  placeo,  tuum  eft. 

CARMEW 


Pomp  and  Oftentation.  The  Conqueror  was  (hewn  in  liis 
Triumph  in  the  Capital  of  the  Empire,  where  he  received 
the  Homage  of  the  World.  Ofentionalis  miles  fignifies  a 
Soldier  drefled  for  a  Review  ;  OJlentionale  ^vejfimentum  is  the 
Habit  he  wore.  TORR. 

17.  TejIuJims  avre^J]  Horace  ufes  the  Epithet  aureus 
to  fignify  any  thing  bright,  beautiful,  or  lovely,  Copia  au- 
rea,  jidus  anreum,  mediocritas  aurea.  The  Poets  have  in  the 
fame  manner  ufed  the  Words  rcfeiu  and  purfureus,  for  as 
Gold  is  the  moft  precious  of  Metals,  fo  a  Rofe  is  the 
fweeteft  of  Flowers,  and  Purple  is  the  richcfl  of  Colours. 

SAN. 

^18.  Dulcem  qu*  Jlrepitum.']  Strepitus  properly  fignifies  a 
difagreeable  Noife,  but  as  this  was  too  rude  to  exprefs  the 
Sounds  of  the  Mufe's  Lyre,  Horace  hath  foftened  it,  by 
the  Figure  Oxumoron,  with  the  Epithet  dutch  . 

Temperas.']  This  Verb  is  derived  from  tetnpus,  and  holds 
its  firft  Signification  here,  for  tempera  t3  modes  Jiatuere,  to 
regulate  the  Times  and  Cadences  of  Mufic.  SAN. 

'  19.  Mutis  pijcibus.]  The  Commentators  explain  this  Paf- 
fage  as  if  Horace  alluded  to  a  proverbial  Expreffion  among 
the  Greeks,  which  we  have  almoft  tranflated  into  Englifh, 
A  mute  as  a  Fijh.  But  the  Poet,  with  a  better  Spirit,  aflerts 
the  PcJWer  of  the  Mufe,  who  by  forming  the  Lyre  of  the 

Shell 
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The  Sons  of  Rome,  majeftic  Rome  ! 
*    Have  plac'd  Me  in  the  Poet's  Quire, 
And  Envy,  now  or  dead  or  dumb, 
Forbears  to  blame  what  They  admire. 

Goddefs  of  the  fweet-founding  Lute, 

Which  thy  harmonious  Touch  obeys, 
Who  canft  the  finny  Race,  though  mute, 

To  Cygnet's  dying  Accents  raife, 

Thy  Gift  it  is,  that  all,  with  Eafe, 

Me  Prince  of  Roman  Lyrics  own  ; 
That,  while  I  live,  my  Numbers  pleafe, 

If  pleafing,  is  thy  Gift  alone. 


Shell  of  a  Tortoife  (from  thence  called  Tejludo)  had  really 
given  to  a  Fifti  a  Voice  more  harmonious  than  that  of 
Swans.  The  Reader  may  find  a  DifTertation  upon  this  Paf- 
fage,  and  on  the  ancient  Lyre,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Royal 
Society  by  Mr.  Molyneux,  from  whom  this  Note  is  taken. 

21.  Totum  muneris  hoc  tui  eft."]  The  Praifes,  which  Ho- 
race gives  himfelf  in  this  Ode,  are  happily  tempered  by  the 
Correction  Ji  place o,  and  by  his  Acknowledgments,  that  all 
his  poetical  Abilities  are  a  Prefent  from  the  Mules.     We 
fhould  allow  fomething  for  this  Inftance  of  Modefty,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  ufually  a  favourite  Virtue  among  Poets.  SAN. 

22.  Quod  monjiror  digito  prtctereuntiitm.]  This  Mark  of 
Honour  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  is  in  Europe  taken 
for  an  Affront,  and  in  Perila  the  Perfon,  who  mews  the 
Prince  to  another  in  this  Manner,  hath  his  Hand  cut  off 
upon  the  Spot  for  his  Crime.  DAC. 


(  174) 


CARMEN  IV.    DRUSI  LAUDES. 

Q UAL  EM  miniftrum  fulminis  alitem 
(Cui  rex  Deorum  regnum  in  aves  vagas 
Permifit,  expertus  fidelem 

Jupiter  in  Ganymede  flavo) 

Olim  juventas,  &  patrius  vigor  £ 

Nido  laborum  propulit  infcium  ; 
Vcrnifque  jam  nimbis  remotis, 
Infolitos  docuere  nifus 

Vcnti 


Tranflated  by  Dr.  DUNK  IN. 

This  Poem  is  fo  perfectly  finifhed,  that  it  has  difarmed 
even  the  terrible  Criticifm  of  Scalieer,  and  obliged  him  to 
confefs,  that  Horace  excells  himfdif  and  all  Greece  in  this 
whole  Ode.  The  firft  Part  of  it  is  of  a  Strain  almoft  beyond 
Pindaric ;  the  Middle  is  elevated  by  a  noble,  juft,  pathetic 
Morality  :  and  the  Conclufion  is  wrought  with  a  Mafculine 
and  vehement  Eloquence. 

Auguftus  had  demanded  two  Poems  from  Horace  ;  one 
upon  the  Secular  Games  ;  another  on  the  Conqucfts  of 
Drufus  and  Tiberius  in  Pannonia.  He  begins  in  this  Ode 
with  the  Praifes  of  Drufus,  becaufe  it  was  his  firft  Campaign, 
and  becaufe  he  was  more  beloved  by  Auguitus  and  the  Ro- 
mans than  Tiberius, 

The  Viftory  of  Drufus  over  the  Vindelici  was  gained  in 
the  Month  of  Auguft  739  ;  but  it  was  not  celebrated  un- 
til the  Return  of  Auguitus  in  March  741.  Horace  was 
then  fifty-three  Years  of  Age.  SAN. 

Verf.  i.  £>ualem  mimjlrum.'}  The  Beginning  of  this  Ode 
is  a  little  difficult  by  a  long  Parenthefis  which  interrupts  the 
Senfe  down  to  the  feventeenth  Line.  Rb*ti  iff  Vindelici 
viderc  Drufum  fub  Atyibus  bella  gerentem,  (jualtm,  &c. 

Minijlrui*. 


(  '75  ) 


ODE  IV.     *fbe-  Praifes  of  DRUSUS. 

'^-•ji'-'jO 

AS  the  majeftic  Bird  of  towering  Kind, 
Who  bears  the  Thunder,  through  thi*  aetherial 

Space, 

(To  whom  the  Monarch  of  the  Gods  affign'd 
Dominion  o'er  the  vagrant,  feather'd  Race, 
His  Faith  approv'd,  when  to  the  diftant  Skies 
From  Ida's  Top  he  bore  the  Phrygian  Prize) 

Sprung  from  his  Neft,  by  fprightly  Youth  infpir'd, 

Fledg'd,  and  exulting  in  his  native  Might, 
Novice  to  Toils,  but  as  the  Clouds  retir'd, 

And  gentler  Gales  provok'd  a  bolder  Flight, 
On  failing  Wings  through  yielding  Air  explor'd 
Unwonted  Paths,  and  panted  while  he  foar'd  : 

Anon 


Minijirumfulminis.']  Pliny  tells  us,  that  the  Fiftion  of  the 
Eagle's  carrying  Jupiter's  Thunder,  was  founded  upon  an. 
Experience,  that  this  is  the  only  Bird  never  deltroyed  by 
Lightning.  But  this  Experience  is  very  doubtful,  and  the 
Title  feems  rather  to  be  given  it,  for  its  remarkable 
Strength  and  Swiftnefs.  It  was  employed  to  carry  Gany- 
mede to  Heaven,  whom  the  Gods,  as  Xenophon  informs 
us,  thought  worthy  of  Immortality  for  an  Underftanding 
and  Wiidom  far  above  his  Age. 

7.  Vernifque  jam  nimbi s  rcmctis.']  This  PafTage  hath  been 
very  ill-treated.  It  hath  been  altered,  abufed,  defended, 
and  all  without  Neceffity.  The  vulgar  Reading  <verai, 
which  the  Commentators  applied  to  '*venti,  appearing  in  al! 

the 


176   Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM   Lib.  4. 

Vcnti  paventem  ;  mox  in  ovilia 

Demifit  hoftem  vividus  impetus  5  10 

Nunc  in  relu&antes  dracones 

Egit  amor  dapis  atque  pugnae : 
Qualemve  laetis  caprea  pafcuis 
Jntenta,  fulvae  matris  ab  ubere 

Jamjamque  depulfum  leonem,  15 

Dente  novo  peritura,  vidit : 

Videre 


the  common  Editions,  gave  Occafion  to  Scaliger  to  treat 
our  Author  with  too  juit  a  Severity.  An  Eagle,  fays  he, 
does  not  bring  forth  its  Young  until  the  Beginning  of 
Spring ;  it  broods  on  them  during  thirty  Days ;  in  the 
Month  of  Auguft  they  are  fcarce  able  to  fly  for  Prey,  ajid 
are  yet  very  feeble  in  September  ;  the  Poet  therefore  greatly 
miftakes  when  he  fays,  that  a  young  Eagle  is  ftrong  enough 
in  Spring  to  feize  its  Prey,  or  to  fight  with  Dragons. 

Inftead  of  enquiring  how  weakly  Torrentius  and  Mr. 
Dacier  have  defended  their  Poet  againft  the  Critic,  let  us 
corre&  the  Text  according  to  feveral  ancient  Manufcripts, 
and  the  Senfe  will  be  plain  and  juft ;  that  in  the  End  of 
Spring  an  Eagle  leaves  his  Neft  to  try  his  Wings,  to  prove 
his  firft  Flight,  and  attempts  no  more.  SAN. 

g.  Mox  in  (nnlla.  It  may  be  worth  remarking  with  ho>» 
much  Judgement  Horace  hath  formed  thefe  Images.  The 
Eagle  by  an  Impetuofity  rfatural  to  his  Kind,  foon  leaves 
his  Neft  j  but  not  daring  to  venture  far,  he  waits  until  the 
Clouds  are  entirely  difperfed,  and  being  no  longer  appre- 
henfive  of  Storms,  he  abandons  himfclf  by  Degrees  to  the 
Winds,  which  teach  him  to  fly.  Some  Months  afterwards 
finding  his  Pinions  ftronger,  and  receiving  lefs  Nourifhment 
from  thofe,  who  brought  him  forth,  he  is  prefied  by  Hun- 
ger and  his  natural  Impetuofity  to  leek  Mb  Prey,  and  then 
makes  his  firrt  Flight  at  Lambs  and  Sheep.  At  laft,  being 
fatisfied  that  hib  Strength  is  equal  to  his  Courage,  he  dares 
to  attack  the  moft  terrible  of  his  Enemies.  Nothing  can 
be  more  juft  than  this  Gradation,  and  it  is  marked  not  only 
by  the  Actions,  but  by  the  Propriety  of  the  Terms.  Pa- 
trim  -vigor  profulit  -}  <v;,cl'JUj  impetus  tkmijit ;  amor  dafii  atqut 


•    „  / 

Od.  4.  THE  ODES  OF  HORACE. 

Anon  to  ravage  in  the  fleecy  Fold, 

The  glowing  Ardour  of  his  princely  Heart 
Pour'd  the  beak'd  Foe  j  now  more  maturely  bold 

With  Talons  fierce  precipitant  to  dart 
On  Dragons  fell,  reluctant  in  the  Fray ; 
Such  is  his  Third  for  Battle,  and  for  Prey. 
Or  as  a  Lion  through  the  Foreft  ftalks, 

Wean'd  by  the  tawny  Dam  from  milky  Food ; 
A  Goat  defcries  him  from  her  flowery  Walks, 

Firft  doom'd  to  ftain  his  youthful  Jaws  with  Blood : 
So  Drufus  look'd  tremendous  to  his  Foes, 
Beneath  the  frozen  Height  of  Alpine  Snows. 

The 


naturally  divide  thefe  three  Actions,  and  give  to  each  of 
them  its  proper  Time.  DAC. 

II.  In  rcluciantes  draconesJ]  Pliny  defcribes  an  Eagle's 
Combat  with  a  Dragon  as  molt  doubtful  and  dangerous. 
The  Dragon,  by  a  malignant  Avidity,  fearches  for  an  Ea- 

fle's  Eggs,  who  therefore  leizes  him,  wherever  they  meet. 
ut  the  Dragon  rolling  himfelf  round  his  Wings,  they  fre- 
quently fall  down  together  to  the  Earth. 

15.  Jam jamq}'.e.~\  This  Place  is  acknowledged  by  all  the 
Commentators  to  be  faulty,  nor  have  they  fpared  their 
Corrections.  Some  are  divided  between  mare  and  rc£iet 
others  read  !xf:e,  znd/pcKfe.  Neither  of  the  two  firit  Words 
is  preferable  to  the  other,  as  appears  by  the  Refutations  of 
thole  who  diflike  either  of  them ;  besides,  Morning  and 
Night  are  equally  indifferent  to  the  Action  which  the  Poet 
deicribes.  Latte  has  an  Air  of  a  GloiTary,  ex  gkjja  irrepjft, 
fiys  Mr.  Cuningham,  and  fponte  makes  a  manifeft  Contra- 
diction with  dcpulfum.  The  prefent  Correction  jamjamquet 
which  we  owe  to  Mr.  Kufter,  is  received  by  Mr.  Sanadon, 
and  is  of  fufficient  Authority,  fince  it  is  ufed  by  Cicero, 
Seneca,  and  Valerius  Flaccus,  to  expreft  A  Tipie  paft. 

VOL.  II.  N 


178     Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib. 
Videre  Rhoetis  bella  fub  Alpibus 
Drufum  gerentem  Vindelici  ;  quibus 
Mos  unde  deduftus  per  omne 

Tempus  Amazonia  fecuri 
Dextras  obarmet,  quaerere  diftuli  : 
Nee  fcire  fas  eft  omnia.     Sed  diu 
Lateque  vi&rices  catervae 
Confiliis  juvenis  repreffir, 


Senfere 

~     _ 


17.  Rhitiis  lellaful  Alpibus.]  This  Reading  appears  in 
an  ancient  Manufcript,  and  has  been  received  by  all  the 
late  Reformers  of  the  Text  of  Horace.  The  Poet  could 
not  juftly  fay,  that  the  Rhceti  and  Vindelici  both  faw  Dru- 
fus  in  Arms,  for  Velleius  exprefly  tells  us,  that  the  Rhceti 
were  conquered  by  Tiberius.  Alpes  Rbacta:  is  ufed  for  R/.\r- 
ticfg  or  Rhatorum,  as  venena  Colcba,  Maura  jacula,  It  alum 
ccelutn. 

19.  Quibus  mos  untie  JeJu^m.]  The  four  following  Verfe* 
are  entirely  profaic,  and  unworthy  of  this  Poem,  yet  Ho- 
race might  have  had  his  Reafons  for  writing  them,  although 
he  knew  their  Faults.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  a  com- 
mon Qucftion,  arifing  in  Converfation  upon  the  Conqueft  of 
Drufus,  from  whence  the  Vindelici  were  armed  with  Axes 
like  the  Amazons.  Perhaps  thefe  four  Lines  were  written 
in  Ridicule  of  fome  Poet  of  that  Time,  who  in  celebrating 
this  Viclory  of  Drufus  had  amufed  himfelf  in  fearching 
into  the  Origin  of  this  Cuftom,  or  had  given  fome  ridiculous 
Reafons  for  it.  Thefe  arc  but  C'onjeclures,  yet  it  is  bet- 
ter to  have  Recourie  to  Conjecture,  than  to  condemn  a 
great  Post  too  lightly. 

Thus  Mr.  Dacier  endeavours  to  defend  Horace,  who,  in 
Mr.  Sanadon-s  Opinion,  better  defends  himfelf  againlt  this 
impertinent  Parenthefis,  and  all  the  Manufcripts.  This 
Critic  therefore  llrikes  it  out  as  unworthy  of  the  Poet,  and 
ftbfolutely  foreign  to  his  Subjeft.  The  Verb  obarn:a>-e  i» 
unknown  to  ail  Authors  of  pure  Latinity,  and  although  this 
Reafon  alone  were  not  iufficient  for  rejecting  it,  yet  he 
thinks,  that  it  may  juftly  render  it  fufpecled  in  a  PaOagc 
which  is  fb  wholly  liable  to  Sufpicion.  Sed>  which  appears 
at  the  Errd  of  thefe  bad  Verfes,  cannot  agree  with  -vidert 

Dru/vm 


Od.  4.         THE  ODES  or  HORACE." 

The  Rhoetian  Bands  beheld  him  fueh  in  War, 

Thofe  daring  Bandsj  who  with  triumphant  Joy 
Were  wont  to  fpread  their  baneful  Terrors  far, 
Tam'd  by  the  Conduct  of  the  martial  Boy^ 
Felt  what  true  Courage  could  atchieve,  when  led 
By  bright  Example,  and  by  Virtue  bred  j 


Felt 


Drufum  bella  gerentem.  The  Connexion  demands  that  we 
Ihould  read  et,  and  they  who  added  this  Parenthefis,  would 
not  have  changed  it  intoyW  but  to  avoid  ufing  omnia  et,  which 
they  could  not  reconcile  to  the  Verfe.  They  have  like- 
wife  given  themfelves  no  little  Trouble  to  find  by  what  Ad- 
venture thefe  Axes  paffed  from  the  Amazons  to  the  Vinde- 
lici  ;  and  Servius,  or  his  Compilers,  have  formed  an  Alli- 
ance between  thefe  Nations  purely  imaginary,  and  of  which 
there  are  not  any  Traces  in  Hiftory.  It  feems  beyond  all 
Probability*  that  the  Poet  in  one  of  his  boldeft  Flights, 
fiiould  be  phlegmatic  enough  to  write  this  cold  and  ufelels 
Parenthefis,  which  neither  forms  any  Connexion  of  Profody 
with  the  Verfes  preceding  or  following,  and  which  may 
be  wholly  taken  away  without  difordenng  either  the  Mea- 
fures  or  the  Strophe. 

Although  the  prefent  Editor  was  not  bold  enough  to 
ftrike  thele  Lines  out  of  the  original  Text,  yet  the  Gen- 
tleman, who  translated  the  Ode,  did  not  think  them  worth 
tranflating. 

33.  Diu  !ateque.~\  Every  Word  in  thefe  Lines  is  of  Weight, 
and  as  exad  a*  if  they  were  written  in  Coldnefs  of  Under- 
ftanding,  not  in  a  Warmth  of  Imagination.  Drufus  was 
young  j  his  Enemies  were  accuftomed  to  conquer,  and  had 
Ipread  their  Viftories  on  every  Side,  diu  lateque  wicirices 
cater^ee  j  his  Succefs  was  not  an  Effeft  of  an  happy  Te- 
merity, but  of  a  Conduit  equal  to  his  Valour,  ccr.fdiis 
reprefl*.  SAN. 

24.  Repre/fie.]  We  mould  read  neither  re<vinfl<e  nor  re- 
*vicl<e.  The  firft  has  no  Meaning  ;  the  fecond  is  a  Term 
of  Law  never  ufed  in  War.  The  Reading,  which  this  Edi- 
tion follows,  and  which  Mr  Sanadon  received,  appears  in 
feveral  Manufcripts,  and  in  the  Scholiaft,  from  whence 
Doftor  Bentley  firft  altered  the  Text.  It  is  probable,  that 
fome  young  Grammarian,  fond  of  Antithefes  and  the  Play 
of  Words,  fancied  it  was  prettier  to  read  revifla;  in  Op- 
pofttion.  to  *vt'3rictf. 

N  » 


i&o  Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMJNUM     Lib.4. 
Senfere  quid  mens  rite,  quid  indoles  25 

Nutrita  fauftis  fub  penetralibus 
PofTet,  quid  Augufti  paternus 
In  pueros  animus  Nerones. 
Fortes  creantur  fortibus ;  &  bonis 
Eft  in  juvencis,  eft  in  equis  patrum  3<> 

Virtus  ;  nee  imbellem  feroces 

Progenerant  aquilz  columbam. 
Do&rina  fed  vim  promovet  infitam, 
Re&ique  cultus  pe&ora  roborant ; 

Utcunque  defecere  mores,  35 

Dedecorant  bene  nata  culpac. 

Quid 


25.  Mens  rite,  q uid  indoles. ]  The  Poet  unites  the  Quali- 
ties of  the  Underitanding,  mens,  and  the  Qualities  of  the 
Heart,  indoles.  The  firft  is  the  Caufe  of  that  Conduft, 
which,  in  the  preceding  Verfe,  is  called  confilia ;  and  the 
other  is  the  Source  of  Courage.  Rite  is  a  religious  Term, 
and  ufed  here  as  if  the  Palace  of  Auguftus  were  the  Tem- 
ple of  a  God,  from  whence  the  Poet  calls  it  faufla  penetra- 
lia. Penetrale  was  an  Apartment,  in  which  the  Statues  of 
the  domeftic  Gods  were  placed.  DAC. 

27.  ^uid  Jugvjii  patcrniu.]  Tiberius  Nero  died  in  the 
fame  Year  in  which  he  had  yielded  his  Wife  Livia  to  Au- 
guftus, and  by  his  laft  Will  named  that  Prince  not  only  a 
Guardian  of  Tiberius,  who  was  then  four  Years  old,  but 
of  Drufus,  who  was  born  three  Months  after  his  Mother 
was  married  to  Auguftus.  In  this  Manner  the  Emperor 
was  a  fecond  Father  to  both  the  Neroes. 

The  People  fufpected,  that  Auguftus  had  fome  Corre- 
fpondence  with  Livia  while  ihe  lived  with  her  firft  Hufband, 

and 


Od.  4.  THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.  i8r 

Felt  how  Auguftus  with  paternal  Mind 

Fir'd  the  young  Neroes  to  heroic  Deeds. 
The  Brave  and  Good  are  Copies  of  their  Kind 

In  Steers  laborious  ;  and  in  generous  Steeds 
We  trace  their  Sires,  nor  can  the  Bird  of  Jove 
Intrepid,  fierce,  beget  th'unwarlike  Dove. 

Yet  fage  Inftruftions,  to  refine  the  Soul, 

And  raife  the  Genius,  wonderous  Aid  impart, 
Conveying,  inward  as  they  purely  roll, 

Strength  to  the  Mind,  and  Vigour  to  the  Heart : 
When  Morals  fail,  the  Stains  of  Vice  difgrace 
The  faireft  Honours  of  the  nobleft  Race. 

How 


and  had  made  a  Proverb,  Happy  the  Parents  whofe  Children  are 
born  three  Months  after  Marriage.  From  whence  Mr.  Dacier 
thinks,  that  Horace,  to  avoid  the  feeniing  to  mean  this 
fcandalous  Report,  has  made  ufe  of  the  Name  of  Tibe- 
rius, with  that  of  Drufus.  But  perhaps  the  Poet  never 
thought  of  fuch  a  Delicacy. 

30.  EJt  in  juveKcis,  eft  in  equisJ]  The  ufual  Manner  of 
pointing  thefe  Lines  is  Fortes  creantur  fortibus  &  bonis  :  Eft 
injuwnds,  Sec.  The  prefent  Edition  follows  Mr.  Sanadon. 
The  Expreflion  is  more  juft,  and  is  fupported  by  the 
greater  Number  of  Manufcripts,  and  by  the  ancient  Vene- 
tian Edition. 

33.  Doflrina fed  vim.]  Courage  and  Virtue  defcend  to  us 
from  «ur  Anceftors,  but  Education  forms  them  into  Strength 
and  Perfection.  This  Education  the  Poet  expreffes  by  doc- 
trina,  recti  cultus,  and  mores ;  when  they  fail,  utcuvque  de- 
fecere,  this  Happinefs  of  Birth  is  difgraced  and  corrupted 
by  Vice  and  Folly.  BOND. 


FLAGCI  CAB.MINUM 

Quid  debcas,  6  Roma,  Neronibus, 
Teftis  Metaurum  flumen,  &  Afdrubal 
Devichis,  &  oulcher  fugatis 

Hie  dies  Latio  tenebris,  4$ 

Qui  primus  alma  rifit  adorea  ; 
Dirus  per  urbes  Afer  ut  Italas, 
Ceu  flamma  per  taedas,  vel  Hums 
Per  Siculas  equitavit  undas. 

Poft 


-  37.  £>uid  Jeteas,  6  Rtma.]  Our  geometrical,  methodical 
Poets  may  look  upon  thefe  ten  lull  Strophes  as  the  wander- 
ing of  an  irregular  Imagination.  In  ail  the  Sciences  Rea- 
fon  directs  the  Underftanding,  but  leads  us  by  different 
Ways  to  the  End  which  fhe  propofes.  She  dictates  upon 
Parnafius  other  Lcffons,  than  what  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  School  of  Archimedes,  nor  can  we  accufe  the  Lyric 
Poet,  who  fpeaks  in  this  Ode,  of  having  tranfgreffed  the 
Rules  of  his  Art.  After  faying,  that  Drufus  inherits  the 
Valour  of  his  Anceflors,  he  chufes  the  moft  illuftrious  of 
them,  who  had  faved  the  Republic  by  putting  a  Stop  to 
the  Fortune  of  the  moft  dreadful  of  her  Enemies.  He 
dwells  upon  this  Victory  fo  glorious  to  the  Houfe  of  Dru- 

.  fus,  and  yet  takes  care  to  return  to  his  Subjed  in  the  laft 
Strophe.  If  this  be  wandering,  it  is  the  wandering  of 
Reafon.  SAW. 

Neronil>us.~\  Claudius  Nero,  being  encamped  in  Lucania 
in  View  of  Hannibal,  went  with  fix  thoufand  Foot  and  a 
thoufand  Horfe  to  join  his  Collegue  Salinator,  and  oppotc 
the  Pafiage  of  Afdrubal,  who  was  bringing  a  confiderable 
Reinforcement  to  his  Brother.  This  Diligence  preferred 
Italy,  for  Afdrub;il  was  defeated  near  the  River  Metaurus, 
and  Nero,  returning  to  his  Camp  before  the  Carthaginians 
perceived  he  had  been  abfent,  ordered  AfdrubaTs  Head  to 
be  thrown  into  Hannibal's  Camp,  who  cried  out,  Jgnofco 
Fcrtunam  Carlhaginis.  I  acknowledge  the  Fate  of  Car- 
thage. 

Horace  hath  chofen  this  Action,  not  only  becaufe  it  was 
one  of  the  moft  important  performed  by  the  Family,  but 
becaufe  Drufus  ana  Tiberius  were  defcended  from  both 

thofe 


Od.  4.  THE  ODES  OF  HORACE,  i&j 

How  much  the  Grandeur  of  thy  rifmg  State 

Owes  to' the  Neroes,  Rome  imperial,  fay  j    ,o^ 
Witnefs  Metaurus  and  the  difmal  Fate 

Of  vanquifh'd  Afdrubal,   and  that  glad  Day, 
Which  firft  aufpicious,  as  the  Darknefs  fled, 
O'er  Latium's  Face  a  Tide  of  Glory  fhed. 

Through  wide  Hefperia's  towering  Cities,  crufli'd 

With  hideous  Fall  and  Defolation  dire, 
Impetuous,  wild  the  Carthaginian  rufh'd, 

As  through  the  pitchy  Pines  deftructive  Fire 
Devours  its  Courfe,  or  howling  Eurus  raves, 
-And  pofting  rides  the  mad  Sicilian  Waves. 

The 

thofe  Confuls.  Valerius  Maximus,  fpeaking  of  the  Quar- 
rel between  thefe  two  great  Men  during  their  Cenforihip> 
cries  out  with  Reafon.  If  any  God  had  told  them,  that  their 
Blood,  after  having  flowed  through  the  Veins  of  fo  many 
'  jlluftrious  Perfons,  mould  unite  to  form  our  Prince  (Tiberius) 
the-Safety  of  the  State,  they  would  have  renounced  their  Ha- 
tred, and  joined  in  the  ilricleil  Amity,  that  they  might 
leave  to  their  common  Defcendant  their  Country  to  be  pre«- 
ferved,  which  they  tliemfelves  had  preferved.  DAC. 

38.  Metaurum  fiumenJ]  For  the  River  Metaurus,  as  we 
find  in  this  Author  Medumflumen,  and  Rbenum  fiumen . 

40.  Fugatis  Latio  tenebris.~]  This  Day  really  diffipated  the 
Darknefs,  which   covered  Italy.     The  Romans  had  been 
defeated  in  feveral  Battles,  and  if  Afdrubai  had  joined   his 
Brother,  the  Fate  of  Rome   had  been  inevitable.     In  all 

,  Authors  the  Word  Darknefs  figuifies  Misfortune,  Ruin  and 
Perdition  ;  as  the  Word  Light  is  ufed  to  exprefs  Happinefs, 
Vidory  and  Safety.  -  DAC. 

41.  Alma  rifit  adarea^  ddorea  \yas  properly  a  Diftribiition 
of  Corn,  which  was  made  to  the  Soldiers  after  a  ViitQry, 
fro.n  whence  it  was  ufed  for  Viftory  itfelf. 

43.  Equitavit  imd*s,~]  An  Expreffion  moft  bold  and  beaur 
tiful".  We  find  it  frequently  uied  by  the  facred  Writers. 
To  rifle  upon  the  Winds ;  The  Lord  ridctb  upon  the  fa.  if t  Cloud; 
Extol  him  that  rldetb  on  the  Heavens.  From  whence  Shake- 
fpear,  to  ride  on  the  curfd  Clouds ;  and  Milton,  te  r.\^  'tot 
'4ir  in  Whirlwind. 


£-8-4    Q^HQRATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  4- 

Port  hoc  fecundis  ufque  laborious  45 

Romaha  pubes  crevit,  &  impio 
Vaftata  Pcenorum  tumultu 

Fana  Deos  habuere  rectos ; 
Dixitque  tandem  perfidus  Annibal, 
Cervi,  luporum  p/aeda  rapacium,  5« 

Se&amur  ultro,  quos  opimus 

Fallere  &  effugere  eft  triujnphus, 
Gens,  quae  crcmata  fortis  ab  Ilio, 
Ja6tata  Tufcis  aequoribus  facra, 

Natofque,  maturofque  patre*  55 

Pertulit  Aufonias  ad  urbes ; 
Duris  ut  ilex  ton/a  bipennibus 
Nigrae  feraci  frondis  in  Algido, 
Per  damna,  per  caedes,  ab  ipfo 

Ducit  opes  animumque  ferro,  60 

Non 





45.  Secunifis  ufjve  latnribus.']  Horace  might  very  juftly 
fay,  that  the  Roman  Armies,  Rnmana  fnbes,  were  fuccefsful 
af;er  the  Defeat  of  Afdrubal,  for  from  that  Time  they  were 
in  a  Condition  not  only  of  refilling  Hannibal,  but  even  of 
revi  njing  upon  Africa  the  Calamities,  which  the  Cartha- 
ginians had  brought  upon  Italy.     -  TORR. 

46.  Impio  tumu!tu.~\  Impiom,  becaufe  Hannibal  had  never 
fpared  even 'the  Temples   of  the  Gods.     It  has  been  re- 

"  marked,  that  the  Word  tunjulttu  was  ufually  applied  to 
civil  Wars,  and  perhaps  it  is  ufed  here,  becaufe  this  War 
was  in  Italy,  and  tfiat  Hannibal  had  engaged  many  Cities 
and  Provinces  in  his  Party.  DAC. 

48,  Deos  rr«;vw.]  While  the  Carthaginians  carried.  Fire 
and  Sword  through  Italy,  dcflroying  the  Temples,  and 
whatever  \vas>  .molt  facred,  the  Uodi  feerned  overthrown, 
an  J  inlentiUe  to  their  Outrage,  jacelant  Dli,  but  the  YJjlo.ur 
pf  Claudius  Nero"  r'aifed  tncni  "again  to  the  Defence  of 
Italy  and  Rome,  SAW. 
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The  Roman  Youth,  ftill  growing  by  their  Toils,-  - 

Have  reap'd  the  Harveft  of  the  vengeful  Sword,  f 

And  feen  thofe  Temples,  which  were  once  the  Spoils 

Of  Tyrian  Rapine,  to  their  Gods  reftor'd  5 
When  faithlefs  Hannibal  at  length  exprefs'd 
The  boding  Sorrows  of  his  anxious  Breaft  : 

Like  Stags,  of  coward  Kind,  the  deftin'd  Prey 

Of  ravening  Wolves,  we  unproyok'd  defy 
Thofe,  whom  to  baffle  is  our  faireft  Play, 

The  richeft  Triumph  we  can  boafl;,  to  fly ; 
For  mark  that  Race,  from  burning  Troy  which  bore 
Their  Sons  and  Sgges  to  the  Latian  Shore  ; 

That  Race,  long  toft  upon  the  Tufcan  Waves, 

Are  like  an  Oak  upon  the  woody  Top 
.    Of  fhaded  Algidus,  beftrow'd  with  Leaves, 

Which,  as  keen  Axes  its  green  Honours  lop, 
Through  Wounds,  through  Lofies  no  Decay  can  fee], 
Collecting  Strength,  and  Spirit  from  the  Steel. 

Not 


50.  Cervi  luporum  prada.']  This  Eulogium  of  the  Romans 
is  in  itfelf  magnificent,  but  it  becomes  infinitely  more  valua- 
ble in  the  Mouth  of  Hannibal.  It  is  furprifing  that  our 
Poets  know  not  how  to  form  fuch  Harangues  as  this,  which 
arc  ufually  the  moft  beautiful  Parts  of  Horace,  into  thdr 
Lyric  Poems.  Certainly  they  are  fenfibie  of  the  Difficulty, 
arid  unwilling  to  venture  their  Reputation.  SA  N. 

53.  Qua  c rematd  fortis  ab  ///<?.]  The  Trojans  cclleclcd 
Strength  from  their  Misfortunes,  and  the  Poet  fhews,  by 
this  Inftance  of  Hannibal,  that  the  Romans  had  not  de^e- 
jjerated  from  their  Anceilors. 


i86    Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  4. 
Non  Hydra  fe&o  corporc  firmior 
Vinci  dolentem  crevit  irj  Herculem, 

Monftrumve  fubmilere  Colchi 

*  Maius,  Echioniaeve  Thebac. 

Merfes  profundo,  pulchrior  evenit :  6$ 

Lu&ere,  multa  proruit  integrum 
Cum  laude  viclorem,  geritque 
Prcelia  conjugibus  loquenda. 

Carthagini  jam  non  ego  nuntios 
Mittam  fuperbos:  occidit,  occidit  *re 

Spes  omnis,  &  fortuna  noftri 
Nominis,  Afdrubale  ifiteremto. 

Nil 


63.  Monftrumve~\  Two  Prodigies  perfectly  alike  hap- 
pened  in  two  different  Countries.  Jalon  fowed  the  Teejh 
of  a  Dragon  in  Colchis,  and  Cadmus  did  the  £>me  in 
Bceotia  two  hundred  Years  afterwards.  The  Teeth  were 
inftantly  transformed  into  Men,  who  deftroyed  each  other. 
Echion,  with  four  others,  who  remained  of  thofe  fown  by 
Cadmus,  aflifted  him  in  building  the  Walls  of  Thebes, 
from  whence  the  Poet  calls  it  Echioniae  Thebac.  CRUQ^ 

66.  Multa  proruit  integrum.'}  Integer  cither  fignifies  a  Man, 
who  never  fought,  or  who  was  never  conquered,  and  in 
either  Senfe  may  be  applied  to  Afdrubal. 

Proruit .  .  .  geritque.]  This  Reading  is  of  fcvcral  ancient 
Manufcripts,  and' better  agrees  with  evcnit.  SAN. 

68.  Conjugibus  hfueuJa.]  Thefe  Words  will  bear  a  difr 
ferent  Meaning  according  to  their  different  Conduction  j 
either  that  Pleafure,  which  a  Soldier  takes  in  recounting  the 
Particulars  of  his  Wars  to  his  Wife  ;  or  that  thefe  Wars 
fhall  be  a  Subjeft  of  Grief  to  the  Wives,  who  (hall  lament 
the  Death  or  Captivity  of  their  Hufbands,  taken  Prifoners 
or  flain  by  the  victorious  Romans 
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Not  Hydra  ftrongery  when  difraember'd,  rofe 

Againft  Alcmena's  much-enduring  Sofl, 
Grieving  to  find,  from  his  related  Blows 

The  Foe  redoubled,  and  his  Tpil  begun. 
Nor  Colchos  teem'd,  nor  Echionian  Thebes 
A  feller.  Monfter  from  their  burftjng  Glebes. 

In  Ocean  plunge  them,  up  they  buoy  more  bright ; 

At  Arms  oppofe  them,  they  ihall  rout  your  Train 
In  Force  united,  and  approv'd  in  Fight, 

With  total  Ruin  on  the  dufty  Plain, 
And  Battles  wage,  to  be  the  future  Boaft 

Of  their  proud  Conforts  o'er  our  vanquHh'd  Hoft. 
I 

To  lofty  Carthage  I  no  more  fliall  fend 

Vaunts  of  my  Deeds,  and  Heralds  of  my  Fame; 
My  boundlefs  Hopes,  alas  !  are  at  an  En4 

With  all  the  flowing  Fortune  of  our  Name  : 
Thofe  boundlefs  Hopes,  that  flowing  Fortune,  a.li 
Are  dafh'd,  and  bury'd  in  my  Brother's  Fall. 

The 


69.  Carthagini  jam  non  ego,~\  After  the  Battle  of  Cannae, 
Hannibal  fent  his  Brother  Mago  to  Carthage  with  the  News 
of  his  Victory.  He  talked  in  very  pompous  Terms  of  Han- 
nibal's Succefs,  and  ordered  all  the  Rings,  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Roman  Knights,  to  be  thrown  before  the 
Gate  of  the  Senate-Houfe,  that  the  Senators  might  compute 
from  thence  the  Numoer  of  the  Slain.  To  this  Story  the 
.  £oet  alludes.  LAMB. 


i88    Q;  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  4^ 
Nil  Claudiac  non  perficient  manus  ; 
Quas  &  benigno  numine  Jupiter 

Defend! t,  &  curae  fagaces  75 

E^pediunt  per  acuta  belli. 

CARMEN 


73.  Nil  Claudia  non.]  The  Poet  now  refumes  the  Subject 
of  his  Ode,  nor  are  thcfe  Words  to  be  applied   only  to 
Claudius  Nero,  but  to  all  his  Defendants,  particularly  to 
Drufus.  TORR. 

74.  Benigno    numine  Jupiter."]    By   the   firft   Aftions   of 
Drufus  the  Poet  judges,  that  there  was  not  any  Succefs, 
which  the  Romans  might  not  promife  themfelves  from  the 
Valour  of  this  young  Prince.     He  founds   his  Prediction 
upon  the  Protection  of  the  Gods,  who  were  the  peculiar 
Guardians  of  his   Houfe,    and  upon  the   Virtues,    which 
Drufus  had  (hewn  in  fuch  dangerous  Occafions.     Thu*  he 
gives  us  a  noble  Precept  of  Morality,  that  in  Affairs,  in 
which  we  are  beft  afiured  of  the  Afliftance  of  the  Gods, 
'we  ought  not  to  neglecl  whatever  depends  upon  our  own 
Labours  to  procure  Succefs.  &AN. 

76.  Per  acuta  belli.]  Acuta  belli  does  not  fignify  the  Stra- 
tagems and  Arts,  but  the  Dangers  of  War.  The  Metaphor 
is  taken  from  a  Perfon,  who  travels  in  a  Road,  where  the 
Stones  are  fharp  and  pointed.  We  find  interta  belli,  and 
fubita  belli  in  Tacitus  and  Livy.  Negviia  muft  be  undcrftood 
in  all  thefe  Expreflions.  TORR. 
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The  Claudian  Race,  thofe  Favourites  of  the  Skies, 

No  Toil  fhall  damp,  no  Fortitude  withftand  ; 
Superior  they  to  Difficulties  rife, 

Whom  Jove  protects  with  an  indulgent  Hand, 
Whom  cautious  Cares,  preventing  Wiles  afar, 
Guide  through  the  Perils  of  tumultuous  War. 


CARMEN  V.   ^/AUGUSTUM. 

DIVIS  orteboms,  optima  Romulae 
Cuftos  gentis,  abes  jam  nimium  diu  : 
Maturum  reditum  pollicitus  patrum 
Sanclo  concilio,  redi. 

Lucem  redde  tuae,  dux  bone,  patriae ;  £ 

Inftar  veris  enim,  vultus  ubi  tuus 
Affulfit  populo,  gratior  it  dies, 
Et  foles  melius  nitent. 

Ut  mater  juvenem,  quern  Notus  invido 

Flatu  Carpathii  trans  maris  aequora  19 

Cunclantem  fpatio  longius  annuo 

Dulci  diftinet  a  domo, 

Votis, 


We  can  imagine  nothing  more  tender,  than  the  Sentiments 
ofthir.  Ode,  in  which  the  1'oct  not  only  (hews  the  Love 
and  Veneration  of  the  Romans  for  Auguftus,  and  with  what 
Impatience  they  wifh  for  his  Return,  but  tells  him,  why 
they  adore  him,  and  by  this  means  draws  a  beautiful  Pidure 
.of  that  Happinefs,  which  they  enjoyed  under  his  Reign. 

The  fecond  Ode  of  this  Book  was  compofed  upon  the 
Hopes  of  feeing  him  return  to  Rome,  and  this  was  written 
upon  his  Delay.  The  firft  is  animated  with  a  Pindaric  Spi- 
rit of  Joy  and  Triumph  ;  the  fecond  is  filled  with  Senti- 
ments of  Tendernefs  and  Affection.  One  is  the  Fruit  of 
the  Imagination ;  the  other  is  the  natural  Expreffion  of  the 
Heart. 

The  Confuls  of  the  Year  741  made  their  public  Vows  for 
the  happy  Return  of  their  Emperor,  and  perhaps  this  Ode 
was  written  upon  the  Day  of  the  Ceremonies.  SAN. 

Verf.  i.  Di'vis  orte  bonis.~\  Whom  the  propitious  Gods 
have  given  to  human  Kind.  Divis  bonis  is  here  an  Ablative 

abfolute, 


ODE  V.    ¥0  AUGUSTUS. 

PROPITIOUS  to  the  Sons  of  Earth 
(Beft  Guardian  of  the  Roman  State) 
The  heavenly  Powers  beheld  thy  Birth, 

And  form'd  thee  glorious,  good  and  great ; 
Rome  and  her  holy  Fathers  cry,  thy  Stay 
Was  pfomis'd  fhort,  ah  !  wherefore  this  Delay  ? 

0 

Come  then,  aufpicious  Prince,  and  bring, 

To  thy  long  gloomy  Country,  Light, 
For  in  thy  Countenance  the  Spring 

Shines  forth  to  chear  thy  People's  Sight ; 
Then  haften  thy  Return,  for,  Thou  away, 
Nor  Luftre  has  the  Sun,  nor  Joy  the  Day. 

As  a  fond  Mother  views  with  Fear 

The  Terrours  of  the  rolling  Main, 
While  envious  Winds,  beyond  his  Year, 
From  his  lov'd  Home  her  Son  detain  ; 
To  the  good  Gods  with  fervent  Prayer  fhe  cries, 
And  catches  every  Omen  as  it  flies ; 


Anxious 


abfolute,  and  does  not  depend  upon  orte,  which  fome  In- 
terpreters think,  as  if  the  Poet  means  that  Auguftus  was 
descended  from  the  Gods,  from  Venus  and  Cxlar,  whom 
the  Romans  had  deified.  DAC. 

3.  Mafuntm  redditum  fo/Iicitus.]  Auguftus  was  abfent  from 
Rome  about  two  Years  and  an  half,  and  his  Promife  of  a 
fpeedy  Return  made  his  Abfence  more  infupportable.  SAN. 


tgz    Q^HORATII  FXACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  4. 
Votis,  ominibufque,  &  precibus  vocat  j 
Curvo  nee  faciem  litore  demovet : 
Sic  ddlderiis  icta  fidelibus  15 

Quacrit  patria  Casfarem. 

Tutus  bos  etenim  rura  perambulat : 
Nutrit  prata  Ceres,  almaque.Fauftitas  : 
Pacatum  volitant  per  mare  navitae  : 

Culpari  metuit  fides  :  2O 

Nullii 


13.  Votis,  ominibufque,  &  prtciius.]  This  Defcription,  it 
applied  to  Aijguftus,  is  perfedly  true  and  hillorical.  Th« 
Romans  offered  Vows  publicly  and  folemnly  to  the  Gods 
for  his  Return. 

17.  -Tutus  tot  rtenim.']  The  Reafons  of  tha!  Love,  which 
the  Romans  had  for  Auguftus,  were  the  Peace  and  Happi- 
nefs  of  his  Reign  ;  and  however  beautiful  the  Piclure  is,  we 
cannot  fay  there  is  any  Flattery  in  it ;  at  lead,  Hiftorians 
ipeak  in  the  fame  Language,  In  his  twentieth  Year,  fay« 
Velleius,  all  his  Wars,  both  civil  and  foreign,  were  ended. 
Peace  returned,  the  Fury  of  Arms  ceafed,  the  Laws  refumect 
their  Power,  Juftice  recovered  its  Authority,  the  Senate  its 
Majefty.  The  ancient  Form  of  the  Republic  was  reftored, 
the  Fields  began  to  be  cultivated,  Religion  to  be  revered, 
and  every  Man's  Property  fecured. 

Prata  perambulat.}  This  Correction  was  made  by  Lc 
Fevre,  and  is  received  into  the  Text  by  Mr  banadon.  It 
is  confefled,  that  the  Repetition  of  rura  has  a  difagrccablc 
EiFec't,  and  even  makes  the  firil  Phrale  ufelcfs  ba  iitra  per- 
ambulat,  which  is  contained  by  Suppofition  in  nutrit  rura. 
Ceres.  To  fay,  that  Ceres  nourifhes  the  Harvelt,  and 
brings  it  to  Maturity,  is  to  fuppofe  that  the  Earth  has 

been 
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Anxious  fhe  liflens  to  the  Roar 

Of  Winds  that  loudly  fweep  the  Sky  ; 
Nor  fearful  from  the  winding  Shore, 

Can  ever  turn  her  longing  Eye  ; 
Smit  with  as  faithful  and  as  fond  Defires, 
Impatient  Rome  her  abfent  Lord  requires. 

Safe  by  thy  Cares  her  Oxen  graze, 

And  yellow  Ceres  clothes  her  Fields  : 
The  Sailor  plows  the  peaceful  Seas, 

And  Earth  her  rich  Abundance  yields, 
XVhile  nobly  confcious  of  unfullied  Fame, 
Fair  Honour  dreads  th'  imputed  Senfe  of  Blame. 

By 


has  been  cultivated.  Befides,  perambtttare  can  never  fignify 
eny  Labour  fo  fevere  as  the  Plowing  of  Bullocks ;  for  this 
Verbs,  in  its  proper  Signification,  can  only  mean  an  eafy 
Motion,  free  from  Pain  and  Tr cubic. 

1 8.  Alma<iue  Faufiitas.'}  This  Goddefs  was  the  Grace  of 
Heaven,  Fa--ventia  divina  ;  by  which  was  underftood  a  pure 
Air  and  wholefome  Showers  ;  aqua  falubres,  &  Jt<vis  aura, 

LE  FEVRE. 

20.  Culparl  mctult  fides^\  The  Verb  metuere  does  not  mean 
an  Impo^'oil'ity  of  any  Fad,  but  an  attentive  Apprehenflon, 
and  exacl  Circumfpection  that  it  fnall  not  happen.  Gratia 
rixarum  mettiens^  The  Graces,  who  avoid»all  Occaiions  cf 
Quarrels.  Cc.jlitas  metuens 'alterius  viri,'  is  a  conjugal  Fide- 
lity, alarmed  at  whatever  attempts  to  corrupt  it;  and 
Fides  qtue  culpari  metuit,  is  an  Honeliy,  ever  upon  its 
Guard  againil  being  feduced.  SAN. 

VOL.  II.  O 


194   Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMIKUM  Lib.  4. 

Nullis  polluitur  cafta  domus  ftupris  : 
Mos  &  lex  maculofum  edomuit  nefas  : 
Laudantur  fimili  prole  puerperae  : 

Culpam  poena  premit  comes. 

Quis  Parthum  paveat  ?  quis  gelidum  Scythen  ?          25 
Quis,  Germania  quos  horrida  parturit 
p'cetus,  incolumi  Casfare  ?  quis  feras 

Bellum  curet  Iberia?  ? 
Condit  quilque  diem  collibus  in  fuis, 
Et  vitem  viduas  ducit  ad  arbores  :  30 

Hinc  ad  vina  redit  lactus,  &  alteris 

Te  menfis  adhibct  Dcum :     • 

Te 


21.  Nuffis  pcllu .>•/;-.]  Horace  often  complains  of  the  Cor- 
fuption  of  Manners  in  his  Time,  and  attributes  to  the  fre- 
quent Adulteries  thole  Calamities,  with  .which  Italy  was 
afilicled.  Auguftus  by  his  dotneflic  Example  contributed 
greatly  to  correct  the  Licencioufnefs  and  Diforders  of  the 
Romans ;  and  his  Laws  of  Adultery,  Chaftity,  and  Mar* 
riage,  perfected  what  he  had  fo  happily  begun.  DAC. 

23.  Laudantur .]  This  Exprefiion  appears  too  general ;  for 
in  ilrift  Confti  u&ion,  it  muft  fignify  either  that  the  Children 
refembled  their  Mothers,  or  were  like  each  other  :  But  nei- 
ther of  theie  is  the  Poet's  Meaning.  SAN. 

The  Ancients  had  a  good  Opinion  of  a  Woman's  Virtue, 
whofe  Children  refembled  her  Hufband,  and  tRey  pretend- 
ed even  to  know  the  real  Fathers  by  this  Refemblance, 
Hefiod  reckons  it  among  the  Felicities  of  good  Men,  that 
their  Wives  bear  Children  in  their  Likenefs ;  aad  Theo- 
critus imagines  that  the  Child  will  betray  the  Mother's 
Wandering.  We  have  been  long  convinced  that  this  Opi- 
nion is  falfe ;  but  perhaps  our  Women,  fays  Mr.  Dacier, 
are  not  happier  by  the  Difcox*ery ;  for  if  we  do  not  fufpeft 
a  Wife's  Virtue  when  her  Children  arc  not  like  her  Huf- 
band, fo  we  do  not  take  it  as  a  Proof  of  her  Chaftity  that 
they  really  refemble  him. 

25.  Quis  Partbum  pa-veat.']  Auguftus  had  either  fubdued, 
br  reduced  to  Peace  the  whole  Eaft,  North,  and  Weft. 
The  Eaft  is  marked  by  Parthia  j  the  North  by  Scythia  and 
Gennany,  and  the  Weft  by  Spain.  Dion  reckons  the  Re- 
duction 
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By  Thee  our  wedded  Dames  are  pure 

From  foul  Adultery's  Embrace  ; 
The  confcious  Father  views  fecure 

His  own  Refernblance  in  his  Race  : 
Thy  chafte  Example  quells  the  fpotted  Deed, 
And  to  the  Guilt  thy  Punimments  fucceed. 

Who  fhall  the  faithlefs  Parthian  dread, 
The  freezing  Armies  of  the  North* 
Or  the  fierce  Youth,  to  Battle  bred, 

Whom  horrid  Germany  brings  forth  ? 
Who  fhall  regard  the  War  of  cruel  Spain, 
If  Caefar  live  fecure,  if  Caefar  reign  ? 

Safe  in  his  Vineyard  toils  the  Hind, 

Weds  to  the  widow'd  Elm  his  Vine3 
Till  the  Sun  fets  his  Hill  behind, 

Then  haftens  joyful  to  his  Wine, 
And  in  his  gayer  Hours  of  Mirth  implores 
Thy  Godhead  to  protect  and  blefs  his  Stored. 

To 

duflion  of  Spain,  by  fending  Colonies  thither,  to  be  one  of 
the  happieft  Succefies  of  Auguftus  in  this  Expedition.  SAN. 

29  Conciit  qwfque  die~i^\  CoxJere  dtetn,  as  in  Virgil  condere 
foles,  is  properly  to  inter  tbe  Day  ;  to  fnijk  or  pafs  it  en- 
tirely :  for  the  Metaphor  is  taken  from  an  Interment  of  a 
dead  Body.  DAC. 

It  feems  to  be  a  very  hard  Exprefiion,  and  very  unna- 
tural COiHt  gay  Spirit  of  this  Part  of  the  Ode  to  fay,  that 
e<very  Mah  buries  tbe  Day  in  J:is  civ?:  Hills.  This  Tranfla- 
tion  Has  given  the  Words  another  Meaning,  and  perhaps  a 
more  pleafing  and  poetical  Image 

31.  Et  alteris  te  menfes.'}  The  Romans  ufed  t\vo  Tables 
in  their  Entertainments ;  the  firft  for  Meat,  the  fecond  for 
Fruits.  At  the  fecond  Table  they  fung  Hymns,  performed 
their  Libations,  &c.  After  the  Battle  of  Aclium  the  Se-i 
nate  decreed  that  Libations  mould  be  made  to  Auguftus, 
not  only  in  private,  bat  public  Feafts,  and  the  Year  fol- 
lowing they  ordered  that  he  mould  have  a  Place  in  the 
Hymns  among  the  Gods. 

O   2 
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Te  multi  prece,  tc  profequitur  mcro 

Defufo  pateris  ;  &  Laribus  tuum 

Mifgct  numcn,  uti  Graecia  Caftoris  35 

Et  magnt  memor  Herculis. 
Longas  6  utinam,  dux  bone,  fcrias 
Praeftes  Hefperiz,  dicimus  integro 
Sicci  mane  die,  dicimus  uvidi, 

Quum  fol  Oceano  fubelr..  40 

CARMEN 


34.  Et  J.arilus  tuum  mi/cet  nvtr.cn  ]  The    Lares  were  not 
only  the  tutcjary  Deities  of  particular   I  erfons,  but   of  the 
whole  Empire,  and  the   Romans,  by  numbering  Augustus 
among  thele  Gods,  declared  that  each  Pcrfon  acknowledged 
him  to  be  the  Mafter  and  Guardian  of  his  Family.     J^AC. 

35.  L'/i  Grti da  Ca/iortj.]  The  Construction  of  this  Sen- 
tence hat^i  been  greatly  miltaken  by  fome  Interpreters,  who 
join  tner:br  with  lierculh.       Uti  Cnteia'  memor  n.ifitt  Diis 
rumen  Cafioris  &  Herculis.  DAC. 

37.  Longai  o  utinam.']  The  Romans  in  their  prefent 
happy  Condition,  could  only  pray  to  Auguftus  for  a  Con- 
tinuance of  his  Prote&ion,  and  of  their  1  elicity.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  this  Verle  and  half  the  next  are  taken  from 
the  Hymns,  which  were  addrciTed  to  the  Emperor,  as  ma- 
nifeftly  appears  by  ditimm  integro^  &c.  As  this  gives  an 
inexpreflible  Grandeur  and  Ceauty  to  the  Ode,  it  is  fur- 
prifing  that  the  Commentators  never  perceived  it.  DAC. 

31.  Dicimus  integroJ]  The  following  Lines  prove  the 
Remark  in  the  laft  Note  ;  for  it  is  not  Horace  alone,  but 
all  the  Romans  who  join  in  the  Hymn ;  dicimus.  He  adds, 
that  it  was  fung  at  the  Hours  when  they  addrefled  thcm- 
-felves  to  the  Gods:  In  the  Morning  to  demand  their  Af- 
fiftance  for  the  Day  ;  and  in  the  Evening  to  return  Thanks 
for  the  Bleflings  received,  and  to  make  their  Libations. 

DAC. 

Integra  die."]  Integer  dies  is  properly  a  Day  of  which  there 
has  not  -been  one  Moment  ufcd  ;  fuch  as  the  fclidus  £es  in 
..the  firft  Ode.  The  Expreffion  is  remarkable.  DAC. 
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To  Thee  He  chaunts  the  facred  Song, 

To  Thee  the  rich  Libation  pours  ; 
Thee,  plac'd  his  Houfhold  Gods  among, 

With  folemn  daily  Prayer  adores  ; 
So  Caftor  and  great  Hercules  of  old 
Were  with  her  Gods  by  grateful  Greece  enroIFd. 

Gracious  and  good,  beneath  thy  Reign 

May  Rome  her  happy  Hours  employ, 
And  grateful  hail  thy  juft  Domain 

With  pious  Hymns  and  feftal  Joy :      * 
Thus,  with  the  rifmg  Sun  we  fober  pray, 
Thus,  in  our  Wine  beneath  his  fetting  Ray. 


(  j98  ) 


CARMEN  VII.     Ad  TORQJJATUM. 

DIFFUGERE  nives  :  redeuntjam  gramina  cam- 
pis, 

Arboribufque  comae  :  *  ^ 

Mutat  terra  -vices  ;  5c  dccrcfcentia  ripas 

Flumina  praeter  eunt. 
Gratia  cum  Nymphis,  geminifque  fororibus  audet      5 

Ducere  nuda  choros. 

Immortalia  ne  fperes,  monet  annus,  &  almum 
Quae  rapit  hora  diem. 

Frigor^ 


The  Reader  may  find  the  iixth  Ode  in  the  Canncn  Secu/arg. 
Horace  hath  taken  from  Alcaeus  this  Kind  of  Meafure, 
but  has  not  left  us  any  other  Example  of  it.  The  Subjcdl 
of  this  Ode  is  but  little  different  from  the  fourth  of  the  firft 
Book,  except  in  the  manner  of  treating  it.  In  that,  the 
Defcription  of  Spring  is  more  extended  and  more  agreeable  ; 
in  this  it  is  more  lively  and  better  applied.  There  we  do 
not  perceive  the  Poet's  Defign  until  the  End  of  his  Poem  $ 
here  he  (hews  it  in  the  feventii  Lire,  and  fupports  it  through 
the  Remainder  of  the  Piece.  One  is  more  enriched  with 
Figures ;  the  other  more  (lengthened  with  Morality.  They 
have  both  their  Value  feparatcly,  and  they  both  (hew  the 
Fruitfulnefs  of  a  Genius,  which  could  copy  itfelf  without 
Repetitions,  or  rather  knew  how  to  imitate,  without  copy- 
fag  itfelf.  SAN. 

verf.  i.  Difugtrt  nii<es.]  Horace  does  not  amufe  himfclf 
;n  defcribing  the  Spring.  His  Aim  is  to  convince  Torqua- 
tus,  that  every  Thing  round  us,  puts  us  in  mind  of  Death. 
He  fets  before  him  the  various  Changes,  that  happen  in 
Nature,  and  the  Viciffitudes  of  the  Sealbns,  according  to 
the  Precepts  of  a  Philofophy,  which  pretends,  that  a  Re- 
membrance of  Death  is  a  mdft  pre{fing  Motive  to  our  Pur- 
fu.it  of  Pleafure.  This  Doarine  might  be  well  received,  if 
it  weVe  confined  within  its  prop-r  Bounds.  DAC. 
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ODE  VII.     To  TORQUATUS. 

THE  Snow  diffolves,  the  Field  its  Verdure  fpreads, 
The  Trees  high  wave  in  Air  their  leafy  Heads  ; 
Earth  feels  the  Change  ;  the  Rivers  calm  fubfide, 
And  fmooth  along  their  Banks  decreafmg  glide  : 
The  elder  Grace,  with  her  fair  Sifter-Train, 
In  naked.  Beauty  dances  o'er  the  Plain  ; 
The  circling  Hours,  that  fwiftly  wing  their  Way, 
And  in  their  Flight  confume  the  fmiling  Day  ; 
Thofe  circling  Hours,  and  all  the  various  Year, 
Convince  us,  nothing  is  immortal  here. 

In 


3.  Decrefcentia  ripas,  &c.]  Horace  does  not  mean,  that 
the  Rivers  overflow  their  Banks,  nor  that  they  pafs  their 
Banks,  when  they  fink  within  their  Channels ;  but,  that, 
.being  no  longer  fwollen  by  melting  Snows,  they  flow  along 
their  .Banks.  We  muft  read  prtfttr  ettnt  in  two  Words,  find 
jefer  pr<eter  to  rifas,  .  Fhunina  enr.t  pr.-rter  ripas  ;  JJiimina  Jl- 
cundum  fifasjtuttat.  Preeter  cloes  not  fignify  ultra  nor  Intra, 
butjuxta,  prcpe,  KOK  procul.  This  is  the  Senfe  in  which 
Livy  fays,  Philipfus  maxims  idoneum  ad  muniendum  locum  cre- 
didit  e[je  -pr-trter  ai:mcm  Aoum.  SAN. 

6.  Nutla.~\  The  Graces  and  Nymphs  in  the  fourth  Ode 
make  .only   Part  of  the  Equipage   of  Venus.     Here    they 
have    the   whole  Honour   of   the    Seafon.     The    Epithet 
AWa  iliews  a  negligent  Modefty,  for  the  Graces  are  always 
moft  beautiful,  when  they  appear  without  any  foreign  Or- 
naments.    Perhaps,  Gratia   decentes  means  only  the  fame 
Character  in  a  different  Expreffion ;  or  nuda  may  be  under- 
ftood  in  its    proper   Senfe,  as  the  Graces   were  fometimes 
painted  naked.  SAN. 

7.  Monet  annus .]  This  is  a  Kind  of  Proportion,  the  Proofs 
of  which  are  deduced  .through  the  Remainder  of  the  Poem, 
where  the  Poet  mews,  by  all  the  Changes  of  Nature,  that 
every  Thing  is  fubjeft  to  Mortality,  and  that  the  Death  of 
Man  is  inevitable.  O  4  SAN. 
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Frigora  mitefcunt  Zephyris  ;  ver  preterit  sellas, 

Interitura,  fimul  jo 

Pomifer  autumnus  fruges  effuderit  j  &  mox 

Bruma  recurrit  iners. 
Damna  tamen  celcres  reparant  coclcftia  Lunae  : 

Nos  ubi  decidimus 
Quo  pater  /Eneas,  quo  Tullus  dives,  &  Ancus,      15 

Pulvis  &  umbra  fumus. 
Quis  fcit  an  adjiciant  hodiernae  craftina  fummae 

Tempora  Di  fuperi  ? 
Cun&a  manus  avidas  fujient  hcrcdis,  amico 

Quae  dedcris  animo.  20 

Qu  um 


9,  Preterit  <rfai  lnterftura.~\  Thefc  figurative  Expref- 
Cons  are  all  very  ftrong,  and  are  perfectly  beautiful  in  Lyric 
Toetry,  which  permits,  or  rather  demands  this  Boldncfs 
The  Year  is  a  Field  of  Jktde,  Vrhere  tl»e  Seaibns  purfuc, 
and  fight,  and  deftroy  each  other.  At  fijft  they  cor.qixr ; 
afterwards  they  are  vanquished  ;  they  pcrifh  in  their  Tu:n^, 
and  rile  the  next  Year  mutually  to  Jcftroy  one  i;:c:iitr. 

SAN, 

12.  Recurrit  irtfrs.~\  Thefe  two  Words,  which  contain  a 
Contrariety  of  Ideas,  form  a  beautiful  Image  here,  be- 
caufe  it  is  natural.  IJorace  frcqu-.-ntly  ufes  this  Figure,  I  y 
Rhetoiicians  called  Oxumorort,  which  always  awakes  the 
Reader's  Attention  by  an  Appearance  of  Contradiction* 
Amanda  perdere.  fultu  riftt  tKvito.  SjilemiiJe  mendax. 
Lent  to,  vitnium.  DJce  pcriculuw,  &c.  CVN. 

I  3.^  Damna  cfr/fftia.']  '1  his  damna  calcjlia  is  very  difficult, 
for  which  Reafon  the  Commentators  take  no  Notice  of  it. 
Jtiorace  calls  damna  the  Se^fons,  which  follow  and  dcitroy 
each  other,  becaufe  in  Proportion  as  the  Heavens  change, 
they  really  feem  to  fuller  fome  Lofs ;  but  die  Moon  repairs 
this  Lofs,  by  bringing  round  the  Months,  and  haftening 
the  Return  of  the  Seafons.  DAC 

Mr.  Sanadon  thinks,  that  Horace  calls  the  Vicifiitude  of 
«he  Seafons  the  LofTep  of  Heaven,  which  he  ought  rather 
*J  call  damna  temf.ria,  the  Loilcs  of  the  Earth,  fmce  .\*Ian 
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In  vernal  Gales  cold  Winter  melts  away ; 
Soon  waftes  the  Spring  in  Summer's  burning  Ray  : 
Yet  Summer  dies  in  Autumn's  fruitful  Reign, 
And  flow-pac'd  Winter  foon  returns  again. 
The  Moon  renews  her  Orb  with  growing  Light, 
But  when  we  fink  into  the  Depths  of  Night, 
Where  all  the  Good,  the  Rich,  the  Brave  are  laid, 
Our  beft  Remains  are  Afhes  and  a  Shade. 

Who  knows  if  Heaven,  \vith  ever-bounteous  Power, 
Shall  add  To-morrow  to  the  prefent  Hour  ? 
But  know,  that  Wealth,  beftow'd  to  gay  Delight, 
Far  from  thy  ravening  Heir  fhall  fpeed  its  Flight; 

But 


alone  lofes  by  thefe  Changes.  It  is  a  figurative  and  poeti- 
cal Language,  where  the  Caufe  is  taken  for  the  Subjeft  ; 
and  coElejHa  damna  figr.ifies  damna  qu&  oriuntur  a  ccelo,  the 
Lo/fes  that  we  fuffer  by  the  Motion  of  the  Heavens,  which 
take  from  us  fucceflively  the  moft  agreeable  Seafons. 

14.  Noi  ubi  decidimvs.\  The  Seafons  return  and  are  re- 
newed, but  Man  dies  once,  and  for  ever.  There  is  a  beau- 
tiful Paflage  in  the  third  Idyllium  of  Mofcus  upon  the  Deadi 
of  Bion,  which  perhaps  our  Poet  had  in  his  View, 

*A»,  "At,  rai  [Act^ct^xt  pity  lira.';  xezroc,  xavov  ofaiflai 
'fi  rx  x\vf:ct  cre%ja,   T*  i  EfSaAe;  ii'jfav  MY^OV, 
Yrt^w  et.v  ^tijc/m,  xa.t  £t?  STOJ  aA>.o  (fivysrt. 
"  ca  xaigri^ot  vj  crotyoi   av^fj, 

x;,  cuoixcoi  ev  ^6ov<  x.ol'hse. 


Our  Plants  and  Trees  revive  ;  the  breathing  Rofe, 
With  annual  Youth,  in  Pride  of  Beauty  glows; 
But  when  the  Matter-piece  of  Nature  dies, 
Man,  who  alone  is  great,  and  brave,  arid  wife, 
No  more  he  rife&  to  the  Realms  of  Light, 
But  fleeps  unwaking  in  eternal  Night. 

'5- 
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Qtwm  femel  occideris,  &  te  de  fplcndida  Minos 

Fccerit  arbitria, 
Non,  Torquate,  genus,  non  te  facundia,  nen  tc 

Reftituet  pietas. 
Infernis  neque  enim  tenebris  Diana  pudicum  25 

Liberal  Hippolytum  : 
Nee  Lethza  valet  Thefeus  abrumpere  caro 

Vincula  Pirithoo. 

CARMEV 


1 5.  Tullus  JMS.']  Tullus,  third  King  of  the  Romans,  was 
fo  rich,  that  he  divided  a  large  Country,  which  was  a  De- 
maine  of  the  Kings,  among  thofe  who  wanted  Land,  fay- 
ing, that  his  own  Patrimony  w«s  fufticient  for  the  Sacrifices 
and  Expences  of  his  Family.  Certainly  thefe  Riches  of 
Tullus  were  unknown  to  Loclor  Bentley  when  he  would 
change  divei  into  faufer,  or  apply  it  by  a  Comma  to  Axtus. 

SAN. 

17.  Quiffdt.']  This  is  a  fecond  Motive  to  perfuade  Tor- 
quatus,  not  to  negleft  any  Opportunity  of  Pleafure  :  It  is 
even  more  preffing  than  the  fuft  ;  for  to  reprefent  to  a  Man 
that  he  fl.all  certainly  die  hereafter,  is  not  fo  forcible  a 
Manner  of  bidding  him  er  joy  the  prefect  Hour,  as  if  we 
told  him,  perhaps  he  may  die  To-n>orrow.  To  defei  our 
Pleafures  is  probably  to  lofe  them  for  ever,  and  Death  is  2 
Law  which  Nature  publifhes  through  all  her  Works.  DAC. 

20.  Ainin  qutt  aederii  ar.imo.]    To  fpend  our  Fortune  is, 
properly  fpeaking,  to  live  at  the  Expence  of  our  Heirs,  or 
to  be  our  own  Heirs.     Horace  adviles  Torquatus  */  animo 
morem  gtratt  iudulgeat  attimo,    arimo  obfirtuatur ;   for    thefe 
Exprefiions   are  all   fynonymous  to  this  of  Horace.     Vvyjn 
Xu££iff$e.i>  to  be  kind  to  ourfelves  is  a  common  Expreflion 
among  the  Greeks. 

Thefe  Lines  are  the  Conclufion  of  the  Poet's  Reafoning, 
which  is  broken  and  loft,  if  we  conftrue  amlco  animo,  with 
a  liberal  foul.  He  is  by  no  means  recommending  here  the 
Virtue  of  Liberality.  DAC.  SAN. 

21.  £>uum  femel  ocdderh.']   Although  this  comes  after  the 
Conclufion,  yet  it  is  not  ufelefs.     Neither  Orators  nor  Poets 
are  to  be  refrained  to  a  logical  Form,  of  Reafoning,  in 

6  which 
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But  foon  as  Minos,  thron'd  in  awful  State, 
Shall  o'er  thee  fpeak  the  folemn  Words  of  Fate, 
Nor  Virtue,  Birth,  nor  Eloquence  divine, 
Shall  bid  the  Grave  its  deftin'd  Prey  refign  : 
Nor  chafte  Diana  from  infernal  Night 
Could  bring  her  modeft  Favourite  back  to  Light  j 
And  hell-defcending  Thefeus  ftrove  in  vain 
To  break  his  amorous  Friend's  Lethaean  Chain. 


which  the  Conclufion  methodically  follows  the  Proofs. 
Horace  here  adds  a  new  Argument  to  confirm  his  Conclu- 
fion  ;  that  our  Death  lhall  prove  perpetual  and  without  Re- 
fource.  Neither  Eloquence,  Nobility,  Riches,  Piety,  Friend- 
fhip,  nor  Innocence  of  Manners,  (hall  be  able  to  recall  us 
from  the  Grave.  SAN. 

22.  Splendida  arlitria.']  Never  was  there  a  Tribunal, 
whofe  Decrees  were  more  folemn,  than  thofe  of  the  Pagan 
Hell.  It  was  a  Tribunal  of  the  whole  Univerfe.  All  Man- 
kind appeared  without  Diftindtion ;  Judgement  was  pro- 
nounced upon  every  Action  of  their  Lives,  and  Sentence 
inftantly  executed  without  Appeal.  Such  is  the  Force  of 
the  Epithet  fplendida.  The  ancient  Interpreter  underftands 
ttrbitria  fylendzda  for  Judgements  in  which  Truth  is  fully 
difplayed,  ai»d  where  there  is  no  Place  for  Diiguife  and 
Falfhood.  The  firft  Senfe  is  more  natural,  and  the  Idea 
more  great.  SAN. 

26.  Hippolytum.']  What  the  Poet  fays  of  Hippolytus  con- 
tradi&s  the  Fable  ;  and  what  he  adds  of  Theteus  and  Peri- 
thous  deftroys  his  Reafoning  ;  fince,  although  Thefeus  could 
not  bring  Parithous  from  Hell,  yet  Hercules  delivered  The- 
feus. Horace  through  this  whole  Ode  fpeaks  like  an  Epi- 
curean, and  according  to  Epicurus,  all  the  popular  Opinions 
concerning  Hippolytus,  Thefeus,  Perithous,  and  many 
others,  were  all  pure  Chimjeras  and  Fables.  SAN. 


CARMEN  VIII.     Ad  CENSORINUM. 

r~ 

DONAREM  pateras,  grataque  commodus, 
Cenforine,  meis  aera  fodalibus  : 
Donarem  tripodas,  praemia  fortium 
Graiorum  :  neque  tu  peflima  munerum 
Ferres,  divite  me  fciHcet  artium  5 

Quas  aut  Parrbafms  protulit,  aut  Scopas  j 
Hie  faxo,  liquidis  ille  coloribus 
Solers  nunc  hominem  ponere,  nunc  Deum. 
Sed  non  haec  mihi  vis  ;  non  tibi  talium 
Res  eft,  aut  animus  deliciarum  egens.  !• 

Gaudes  carminibus  ;  carmina  pofiumus 

Donare,  &  pretium  dicere  muneri. 

Non 


This  Ode  was  written,  either  in  the  Time  of  the  Satur- 
nalia, (when  it  was  cullomary  among  the  Romans  to  fend 
Prefents  to  their  Friends)  or  in  Return  for  fomething  valua- 
ble, which  Horace  had  received  from  Ccnforinus,  and  for 
xvhich  he  fends  him  a  Copy  of  Verfes.  Such  has  been  the 
Poet's  Manner  in  all  Ages  of  paying  his  Debts  of  Gratitude 
to  his  Friends. 

Verf.  i.  CommoJuj.]  Ovid  hath  afed  this  Word  for  magni- 
ffust  utilis,  which  feems  to  be  the  proper  Senfe  of  it  here. 
Mr.  Dacier  joins  it  with  donarem,  and  Mr.  Sar.adon  with 
fadallbus.  Coninodus  Jortarem,  &f.  or  tionarrm  pateras  &  <rra, 
commodus  meij  fodalibut.  Mr  Dacier  tranflates  it  'willing  or 
tbearful. 

z  -  Cenforine  "\  There  were  two  of  this  Name  in  Rome, 
Father  and  Son,  at  the  fame  Time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine to  which  of  them  this  Ode  was  writtten.  Velleius 
gives  this  amiable  Character  of  the  Son,  that  he  was  born 
to  ferve  and  oblige  Mankind. 

6.  Parrbajius.]  Pliny  fays  of  him,  that  he  firft  gave  a  Sym- 
metry and  juft  Proportion  to  Painting;  and  that  even  by  the 

Confeffion 
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ODE  VIII.     fa  CENSORINUS. 

WITH  liberal  Heart  to  every  Friend 
A  Bowl  or  Cauldron  would  I  fend  ; 
Or  Tripods,  which  the  Grecians  gave, 
As  rich  Rewards,  to  Heroes  brave : 
Nor  fhould  the  meaneft  Gift  be  thine, 
If  the.  rich  Works  of  Art  were  mine, 
By  Scopas,  or  Parrhafius  wrought, 
With  animating  Skill  who  taught 
The  fhapelefs  Stone  with  Life  to  glow, 
Or  bad  the  breathing  Colours  flow, 
To  imitate,  in  every  Line, 
The  Form,  or  human  pr  divine. 

But  I  nor  boafr.  the  curious  Store, 
And  you  nor  want,  nor  wifli  for  more  j 
'Tis  yours  the  Joys  of  Verfe  to  know, 
Such  Joys  as  Horace  can  beftow, 
While  I  can  vouch  my  Prefent's  Worth, 
And  calls  its  every  Virtue  forth. 


Nor 


fcHion  of  Matters  he  deferved  the  Prize  for  designing  elegantly 
and  corredly.  Prixius  jymmelriam  picivrts  dcdit,  &  ccnfef- 
jiane  artificum  in  lineis  extrexiis  fa/mam  aJeftus. 

Protullt.']  Expcfed  to  the  Public.  Such  was  the  Cuftrn  of 
Painters  and  Sculptors,  when  they  had  finilhed  their  Works. 

10.  Ant  ammus.}  Cenforinus  was  rich  enough  to  purchaie 
Curiofities  of  this  kind,  nor  was  he  of  a  Spirit  meanly- 
avaricious  of  more.  The  Poet  therefore  promifes  him  a 
Prefent,  which  fhould  not  be  lefs  pleafing  to  his  Tafte,  and 
for  the  Value  of  which  he  could  pronounce  wich  Certainty, 
Pretiiim  dicere  muneri. 
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Non  incifa  notis  marmora  publicis, 

Per  quse  fpiritus  &  vita  redit  bonis 

Poft  mortem  ducibus  :  non  celeres  fugar*  1$ 

Reie&aeque  retrorfum  Annibalis  minac  : 

Non  incendia  Carthaginis  impias ; 

Ejus,  qui  domita  nomen  ab  Africa 

Lucratus  rediit,  clarius  indicant 

Laudes,  quam  Calabrae  Pierides  j  neque,  tt 

Si  charfce  fileant,  quod  bene  feceris, 

Mercedem  tuleris.     Qjiid  foret  Ilise  • 

Mavertifque  puer,  fi  taciturnitas 

Obftaret  mcritis  invida  Romuli  ? 

Ercpturn 


13.  Not*.']  Are  properly  Abbreviations,  but  ere  ufed 
here  for  Infcriptions  ;  fuch  as  S.  P.  Q^R.  for  Scnatust  Po- 
fulufque  Romanus.  TORR. 

15.  Non  tcltresfug/r.']  Thefc  Words  were  probably  taken 
from  the    public  Infcriptions    on  die  Monuments   erefted 
to  Scipio  after  his  Death,  for  he  would  ntrvcr  fufter  any 
to  be  raifed  for  him  during  his  Life.'  PAC. 

1 6.  Rejeflffqut  retrcrfuw  mintc."]  The  Threats  of  Hanni- 
bal driven  back  from  Italy,  when  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to 
the  Defence  of  Carthage.  BOND. 

17.  Non  incendia.']    Mr.  Cuningham    and  Sanadon  have 
altered  the  Text ;  and  read  impcndia,  fince  it  is  certain  thaC 
Scipio,  whom  Ennius  celebrates,  was  not  the  Dcftroyer  of 
Carthage ;  nor  is   it   poffiblc  that  Horace   could  be  mif- 
taken  in  fuch  a  Fail. 

1 8.  Nomen  ab  Jifricd  lucratiuJ]    Scipio  was    the  firft  of 
the   Romans,    who    was    honoured  with  the  Name  of  a 
conquered   Country.      Sempronius  Gracchus   muft  be  an 
unfufpeaed  Witnefs  to  his  Character.     He  fays,  that  he 

fubdued 
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Nor  Columns,  which  the  Public  raife, 
Engrav'd  with  monumental  Praife, 
By  which  the  Breath  of  Life  returns 
To  Heroes  fleeping  in  their  Urns ; 
Nor  Hannibal,  when  fwift  he  fled, 
His  Threats  retorted  on  his  Head, 
Nor  impious  Carthage  wrapt  in  Flame, 
From  whence  great  Scipio  gain'd  a  Name, 
Such  Glories  round  him  can  diffufe 
As  the  Calabrian  Poet's  Mufe  j 
And  mould  the  Bard  his  Aid  deny 
Thy  Worth  (hall  unrewarded  die. 

If  envious  Silence  left  unfung 
The  Youth  from  Mars  and  Ilia  fprung, 
How  had  we  known  the  Hero's  Fame 
From  whom  the  Roman  Empire  came  ? 

The 


fubdued  Africa ;  defeated  in  Spain  four  of  the  moft  famous 
Generals ;  took  Syphax  Prifoner  in  Numidia ;  vanquifhed 
Hannibal;  rendered  Carthage  tributary  to  Rome,  and  ob- 
liged Antiochus  to  retire  on  the  other  Side  of  Mount  Tau- 
rus. TORR. 

Ennius,  who  celebrated  the  A&ions  of  this  Hero,  was 
born  in  Calabria,  from  whence  this  Expreffion  the  Calabrian 
Mufet.  We  have  fome  Fragments  of  his  Works,  which 
fhew  a  ftrong  and  mafculine  Spirit,  but  rude  and  unculti- 
vated. 
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Ereptum  Stygiis  flu&ibus  /Eacum  25 

Virtus  &  favor,  &  lingua  potentiuna 

Vatum  divitibus  confecrat  infulis. 

Dignum  laude  virum  Mufa  vetat  mori ; 

Coelo  Mufa  beat.     Sic  Jovis  intereft 

Optatis  epulis  impiger  Hercules  ;  30 

Clartfm  Tyndaridae  fidus  ab  infimis 

Q^iafTas  eripiunt  aequoribus  rates  ; 

Ornatus  viridi  tempera  pampino 

Liber  vota  bonos  dxcit  ad  exitus. 

CARMEN 


24,  Ereptum  Stjgiis  flutfilui  jEacum.']  Poetry  hath  1,01 
only  a  Power  of  making  our  Names  immortal,  but  of  re- 
calling Heroes  from  their  Tombs,  and  ranking  them  among 
the  Gods.  Poets  have  given  to  yEacus  that  honourable 
Employment,  which  he  holds  in  the  Elyfiati  Fields.  Sy 
Poetry,  Hercules  is  placed  at  the  Table  of  Jupiter. 
tor  and  Pollux  are  able  to  protecl  the  Mariner  in  a  Storm, 
and  Bacchus  hears  the  Prayers  of  his  Votaries.  From  hence 
we  may  fee  what  Horace,  and  all  wifer  Heathens,  thought 
of  the  Stories  and  Fables  of  their  Mythology.  DAC. 

In  the  firft  Epiflle  of  the  fecond  Book,  Horace  afferts 
the  Power  of  Poetry  in  perpetuating  the  Memory  of  the 
brave  and  virtuous. 


Nee  magis  exprej/i  wilts  per  aer 

Quam  per  *vatis  ofui  mores  ammiqiie  'virorum  •      '•  '.% 

Clarorum  apparent. 

Moulded  in  Brafs,  with  lefs  Expreflion  fhines 
The  Hero's  Face,  than  in  the  Poet's  Lines  • 
His  Life  and  Manners. 

26.  77r/w.]  The  Power  of  Verfe,  Virtus  ;  the  Credit  of 
Poets,  Favor,  and  the  Harmony  of  their  Language,  Lingua, 
have  eftablifhed  yEacus  as  a  God  in  the  Eiyiian  Fields, 
which  Horace  calls  the  happy  Iflands,  and  in  another  Place, 
ItetasfultS)  the  blifsful  Manfions.  The  Xatins  frequently 
ufe  Jives  and  beetiu  in  the  fame  Scnfc.  TOUR. 
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The  Poet's  Credit,  Voice  and  Lays, 
Could  .rEacus  immortal  raife, 
Snatch'd  from  the  Stygian  Gulphs  of  Hell, 
Among  the  blifsful  Ifles  to  dwell. 

The  Mufe  forbids  the  Brave  to  die, 
The  Mufe  enthrones  Him  in  the  Sky  ; 
Alcides,  mid  the  ftarry  Pole, 
Thus  quaffs  with  Jove  the  ne£b.r'd  Bowl ; 
Thus,  Vine-crown'd  Bacchus  with  Succefs 
His  jovial  Votaries  can  blefs, 
And  the  Twin-Stars  have  Power  to  fave 
The  mattered  Veflel  from  the  gulphy  Wave* 


34.  Vota  beros  dttcit  ad  exitiu.']  The  Poet,  inftead  of  fay- 
ing that  Bacchus  is  a  God,  tells  us,  He  crowns  the  Prayers 
of  his  Votaries  with  Succefs.  But  perhaps  Bacchus,  as 
God  of  Wine,  is  in  a  peculiar  Manner  willing  to  relieve 
his  Worlhippers,  from  whence  a  Grecian  Orator  calls  him, 
the  Friend  of  all  Times  and  Fortunes.  DA.£> 


VOL.  II. 


CARMEN  IX.    Ad  LOLLIUM. 

NE  forte  credas  intcrritura,  quae 
Longe  fonantem  natus  ad  Aufidum 
Non  ante  vulgatas  per  artes 
Verba  loquor  focianda  chordis. 


Non, 


I^orace  in  this  Ode  cclc-brates  the  Character  of  an  Hero; 
a  Man  of  Integrity,  of  difintereftcd  Honefty,  and  a  Lover 
of  his  Country'  ;  Vet  the  Subjed  of  all  thcfe  Praifes  was 
a  Coward,  a  Villain,  a  Mifer  and  a  Traitor.  Lollius  had 
an  Appearance  of  Virtue,  nor  fhould  we  wonder,  that  he 
had  irnpofod  upon  Horace,  fmce  even  Auguitus  was  long 
deceived  by  him.  They,  who  arc  acquainted  with  Courts, 
are  convinced  that  fuch  Characters  are  not  uncommon. 

TORR.  SAN. 

Verf.  I.  Nefortf  cnJas.']  The  Poet  hath  divided  this  Ode 
into  three  P;irts.  Jn  the  firlt,  which  confiils  of  three  Stro- 
phes, he  comradicls  thofe  popular  Prejudices,  which  are 
equally  unjuit,  and  injurious,  to  Authors  ;  that  the  Merit  of 
a  Poet  is  to  be  judged  byrche  Country  where  he  was  born, 
and  that  they  alone  are -^worthy  of  our  Efteedi,  Who  'have 
attained  to  the  Perfection  of  their  Art.  Nothing  can  be 
more  falfe  than  thefe  Opinions.  Every  Country  hath  forne 
excellent  Spirits,  and  in  an  Inequality  of  Abilities  we  may 
find  very  different  Degrees  and  Kinds  of  Merit,  which 
yet  are  all  worthy  of  oar  Regard.  SAN. 

2.  Nctus  ad  dufidum,}  Our  Poet's  Country  was  anciently 
wild  and  uncultivated,  where  neither  Poet  nor  Poetry  had 

ever 


ODE  IX*     fo  LotLius* 

WHILE  with  the  Grecian  Bards  I  vye* 
And  raptur'd  tune  the  focial  String, 
Think  not  the  Song  fhall  ever  die, 

Which  with  no  vulgar  Art  I  ling, 
Though  born  where  Aufid  rolls  his  founding  Stream, 
In  Lands  far  diilant  from  poetic  Fame. 


What 


ever  appeared.  Horace  therefore  mentions  it  as  Matter  cf 
peculiar  Honour  to  his  Worksj  that  they  fhould  live  for 
ever,  although  produced  in  a  Country  unknown  to  Apollo 
and  the  Mufes.  DAC. 

This  Example  alone  were  fufficient  to  prove  that  the 
Genius  of  Mankind  depends  rather  upon  Culture  and  Edu- 
cation, than  the  Climates  where  there  are  born.  Bceotia 
had  her  Philofophers,  Poets  and  Heroes.  Abdera,  a  City 
of  Thrace,  which  Juvenal  in  Contempt  calls  vervecum  pa- 
tria,  produced  feveral  Perfons,  who  were  Ornaments  of 
the  T  ime  in  which  they  lived. 

3.  No  a  ante  vulgatas  per  artes.]  Horace  does  not  fay, 
that  he  was  the  molt  excellent  Poet  of  his  Age.  Such  Ar- 
rogance were  unpardonable,  and  perhaps  his  Title  might 
have  been  djfputed.  He  only  means,  that  he  had  intro- 
duced a  kind  of  Poetry,  by  his  Imitation  of  the  Grecisn 
Lyric  Writers,  until  then  almoft  unknown  to  the  Romans. 

JDAC.  SAK. 
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Non,  ft  priores  Maeonius  tenet  5 

Sedes  Homerus,  Pindaricae  latent, 

Cezeque,  &  Alcaei  minaces 

Stefichorique  graves  Camenae : 
Ncc,  ft  quid  olim  lufit  Anacreon, 
Delevit  aetas.     Spirat  adhuc  amor,  10 

Vivuntque  commiili  calores 

JEolix  fidibus  puellze. 
Non  fola  comtos  arfit  adulteri 
Crines,  &  aurum  veflibus  illitum 

Mirata,  rcgalefque  cultus  15 

Et  comites,  Helene  Lacaena  ; 

Primufve 


6.  Pindaric*  Cair.en*]  The  great  Idea,  which  Horace 
had  of  Pindar,  did  not   hinder   him  from  allowing  the  Su- 
periority of  Homer ;  and  on  the  contrary,  the  great  Vene- 
ration, which   he  had  for  Homer,  did   not  prejudice  him 
againft  the  real  Merit  of  Pindar.  DAC. 

7.  Cc<t  Camm*.}  Of  all  the  Tragedies,  Odes,  Elegies 
and  Epigrams,    by  which  Simonidcs  acquired   fo  great  a 
Reputation,    we  have    only  fome    Fragments   remaining. 
D^onyfiusHalicarnaflenfis  and  Quintilian  thought  him  fupe- 
rior  to  Pindar,  and  to  all  other  Poets,  by  a  peculiar  Talent 
of  moving  Compaflion. 

The  Reader  mr».y  find  the  Charafter  of  Alcseus  and  his 
Writings  in  the  thirty-fecond  Ode  of  the  firft  Book,  and  in 
the  thirteenth  of  the  fecond. 

8.  StcJtcboriJ]  The  Poet  was  thus  called,   from  having 
fixed  the  Manner  of  dancing  to  Mufic,  and  regulated  the 
Chorus  upon  the  Stage.     His  Character  by  Quintilian  may 
be  worth  tranflating. — His  Force  of  Genius  appears  even 
in  the  Subjects  which  he  chofe ;  for  he  celebrated  the  great- 
eft  Wars,    and  the   greateft   Commanders,    fuftaining  the 
*hole  Weight  of  the  Epic  Poem  with  his  Lyre.     He  made 
his  Heroes  aft  and  fpeak  with  all  the  Dignity  of  their  Cha- 
raftersj  and   if  he  had  known  how   to    preferve  himfclf 
within  the  Bounds  of  Moderation,  he  might  have  been  the 
heareft  Imitator  of  Homer j  but  he  is  redandajit  and  dif- 

fufive, 
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What  though  the  Mufe  her  Homer  thrones 

High  above  all  th'  immortal  Quire, 
Nor  Pindar's  Rapture  fhe  difowns, 

Nor  hides  the  plaintive  Caean  Lyre  ; 
Alcaeus  ftrikes  the  Tyrant's  Soul  with  dread, 
Nor  yet  is  grave  Stefichorus  unread. 

Whatever  old  Anacreon  fung, 

However  tender  was  the  Lay, 
In  fpite  of  Time  is  ever  young, 

Nor  Sappho's  amorous  Flames  decay ; 
Her  living  Songs  preferve  their  chaiming  Art, 
Her  Love  ftill  breathes  the  Paffions  of  her  Heart. 

ft-  Z'3    " 

Helen  was  not  the  only  Fair, 

By  an  unhappy  Paffion  fir'd, 
Who  the  lewd  Ringlets  of  the  Hair 
Of  an  adulterous  Beau  admir'd ; 
Court  Arts,  Gold  Lace,  and  Equipage  have  Charms 
To  tempt  weak  Woman  to  a  Stranger's  Arms. 

Nor 


fufive,  and  although  thefe  be  really  Faults,  yet  they  are 
Faults  of  too  great  an  Abundance. 

9.  Lujif  Anacreon, .]  This  is  whole  Anacreon  at  one  Stroke. 
No  Poet  better  knew  to  fport  and  trifle  with  a  natural  Ele- 
gance and  Delicacy.  His  Poems  are  inftant  Productions  of 
Imagination,  rather  than  of  Reflexipn,  and  we  can  only 
wilh,  that  he  had  more  Refpeft  to  Modpfty  in  the  Pictures, 
which  he  has  drawn  of  hie  Pleafures.  S^N. 

13.  Nonfola  comtos.]  The  following  eight  Verfes  form  the 
fecond  part  of  the  Ode,  in  which  the  Poet  (hews,  tha;  the 
greateft  Aftions,  if  not  prefervcd  by  the  Mufes,  mu$  fall 
into  Oblivion.  Helens  Lacuna  non  fola  arjtt,  mirata  comtos 
crir.es.  Sec.  Such  rouft  be  the  Conftru&ion.  DAC.  84 s, 
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Primufve  Teucer  tela  Cydonio 
Direxit  arcu  :  non  femel  Ilios 
Vexata  :  non  pugnavit  ingens 

Idomeneus,  Sthenelufve  folus  j>O 

Dicenda  Mufis  prcelia  :  non  ferox 
Hector,  vel  acer  Deiphobus  graves 
Excepit  i&us  pro  pudicis 

Conjugibus  puerifque  primus. 

Vixere  fortes  ante  Agamemnona  2£ 

Multi ;  fed  omnes  Ulacrymabiles 
Urgentur,  ignotique  longa 

No&e,  carent  quia  \ate  facro, 
Paulum  fepultae  diftat  inertiae 

Celata  virtus.     Non  ego  te  meis  30 

Chartis  inornatum  filebo ; 
Totve  tuos  patiar  labores 

Impune, 


14.  Et  aurum  wjlibus  ill! turn.']  The  Phrygians  were  the 
Inventors  of  embroidering  with  Gold.  Embroiderers  were 
therefore  called  Pbrygiottes ;  their  Art,  Ars  Pbrygionia,  and 
embroidered  Clothes,  we/let  acu  pi3<f,  ve/les  Pbrygionite. 

DAC. 

1 6  Helens  tacccr.a."]  The  Poet  by  this  Epithet  explains 
the  Surprife  and  Admiration  of  Helen  ;  nor  was  it  unnatu- 
ral, that  the  Magnificence  of  an  Afiaric  Prince  fhould  ftrike 
with  Wonder  a  Princefs  of  Lacaedarmon,  whofe  People 
were  educated  in  the  Simplicity  of  the  firft  Ages.  DAC. 

18.  Non  fenel  Ilios  vexata.]  Troy  had  been  twice  be- 
fieged  before  the  Reign  of  Priam ;  firft  by  Hercules,  and 
afterwards  by  the  Amazons.  SERVIUS. 

24..  Conjugibus  puerifque .]  This  Expreflion  can  only  mean 
Wives  and  Children  in  general,  for  Deiphobus  never  had 
any  other  Wife  than  Helen,  who  could  hardly  deferve  the 
Title  of  chafte,  nor  had  he  any  Children  by  her.  DAC. 

26  Illacrymabiles.']  Horace  ufes  this  Word  in  a  pafTjve 
Senfe  here,  and  in  an  aclive  in  the  fourteenth  Ode  of  the 
fecond  Bonk.  DAC. 


Qd.'p*        THE  ODES,  OF  HORACE. 
Nor  firft  from  Teucer's  vengeful  Bow 
The  feather'd  Death  unerring  flew. 
Nor  was  the  Greek  the  fmgle  Foe, 

Whofe  Rage  ill-fated  Ilion  knew  ; 
Greece  had  with  Heroes  fill'd  th' embattled  Plain, 
Worthy  the  Mufe  in  her  fublimeft  Strain. 

-  .  Nor  Hedlor  firft  tranfported  heard 

With  fierce  Delight  the  War's  Alarms, 
Nor  brave  Dei'phobus  appear'd 

Amid  the  tented  Field  in  Arms, 
With  glorious  Ardour  prodigal  of  Life, 
To  guard  a  darling  Son  and  faithful  Wife. 

Before  great  Agamemnon  reign'd, 

Reign'd  Kings  as  great  as  He,  and  brave; 
Whofe  huge  Ambition's  now  contain'd 

In  the  fmall  Compafs  of  a  Grave  j 
In  endlefs  Night  they  fleep,  unwept,  unknown, 
No  Bard  had  They  to  make  all  Time  their  own. 

In  Earth  if  it  forgotten  lies, 

What  is  the  Valour  of  the  Brave  ? 
What  Difference,  when  the  Coward  dies, 

And  finks  in  Silence  to  his  Grave  ? 
Nor,  Lollius,  will  I  not  thy  Praife  proclaim, 

But  from  Oblivion  vindicate  thy  Fame. 

Nor 


29.  Sepu!t<e]  In  this  Line  has  the  fame  Senfe  as  celata  in 

the  next.     Cowardice   endeavours  to  bury  and  conceal  it- 

felf,  but  Courage  would  gladly  appear  in  open  Day.     Yet 

if  the  Valour  of  the  Hero  fnould  be  loll  in  the  Forgetfuhiefs 

P4  of 
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Impune,  Lolli,  carpere  lividas 
Qbliviones.     Eft  animus  tibi 

Rerumque  prudens,  &  fecundis  35 

Temporibus,  dubiifque  re&us  ; 
Vindcx  avarac  fraudis,  &  abftinens 
Ducentis  ad  fe  cun&a  pecuniz  j 
Confulque  non  unius  anni, 

Sed  quoties  bonus  atque  fidus  -  * 

Judex  honeftum  praetulit  utili, 
Rejecit  alto  dona  nocentium 
Vultu,  per  obftantes  catervas 
Explicuit  fua  vi&or  arma. 

Non  poffidentem  multa  vocaveris  45 

Re&e  beatum  ;  reclius  occupat 
Nomen  beati,  qui  Deorum 
A/£uneribus  fapienter  uti, 

Duramquc 


of  Time,  it  ftiall  be  then  confounded  with  the  Coward's 
Infamy,  when  they  mall  be  both  equally  loft  to  Remem- 
brance. SAN. 

30.  Non  tgo  te  with.]  The  third  Part  of  the  Ode  begins 
here  with  the  Praifes  of  Lollius.  Mr.  Sanadon  thinks  him- 
felf  obliged  to  confefs,  that  the  Poet  ought  fooncr  to  have 
introduced  his  Hero,  and  that  he  has  made  us  wait  too. 
long  for  his  Character  ;  but  we  fhall  be  well  rewarded,  fays 
the  Critic,  for  waiting,  fmce  this  is  the  nobleft  1'urt  of  die 
Poem. 

33.  Totme  tuos  patiar  labora.]  Lollius  commanded  the 
Roman  Legions  in  Germany,  Thrace  and  Galacia.  In  the 
German  War  he  loft  the  Eagle  of  the  fifth  Legion,  and 
his  Defeat  was  called  the  Lollian  Slaughter,  lolliana  cltuks ; 
but  he  foon  revenged  the  Affront,  and  obliged  the  Ger- 
mans to  repafs  the  Rhine,  to  demand  a  Peace,  and  deli- 
ver Hoftages. 

39-  C-ovfuIoue  no*  unius  aani.']  This  perpetual  Confulfhip 
is  a  noble  Compliment  to  Lollius.  The  wife  and  virtuous, 
accordipg  to  the  Stoics,  always  enjoy  the  higheft  Employ- 
ments, independanj  of  the  Suffrages  of  the  People.  Nature, 
fays  Plutarch,  hath  marked  a  good  Man  for  Magiftracy,  for 
J>erpetual  Magiitracy. 
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Nor  fhall  its  livid  Power  conceal 

Thy  Toils — how  glorious  to  the  State  ! 
How  conftant  to  the  public  Weal 

Through  all  the  doubtful  Turns  of  Fate  ! 
Thy  fteady  Soul,  by  long  Experience  found 
Erect  alike,  when  Fortune  fmil'd,  or  frown'd. 

Villains,  in  public  Rapine  bold, 

Lollius,  the  juft  Avenger,  dread, 
Who  never  by  the  Charms  of  Gold, 

Shining  Seducer  !  was  mifled  ; 
Beyond  thy  Year  fuch  Virtue  fhall  extend, 
And  Death  alone  thy  Confulate  fhall  end. 

Perpetual  Magiftrate  is  He, 

Who  keeps  ftrift  Juftice  full  in  Sight; 
With  Scorn  rejeds  th'  Offender's  Fee, 

Nor  weighs  Convenience  againft  Right ; 
Who  bids  the  Croud  at  awful  Diftance  gaze, 
And  Virtue's  Arms  viclorioufly  difplays. 

Not  He,  of  Wealth  immenfe  pofleft, 
Taftelefs  who  piles  his  mafly  Gold, 
Among  the  Number  of  the  Bleft 

Should  have  his  glorious  Name  enroll'd  j 
He  better  claims  the  glorious  Name,  who  knows 
With  Wifdom  to  enjoy  what  Heaven  beftows  : 

Who 


The  Reader  may  find  this  Expreffion,  Eft  animus  tibi 
Conful,  defended  againft  the  Criticifm  of  Torrentms,  and 
Mr.  Dacier,  in  the  Notes  on  the  fourth  Ode  of  the  third 


218    Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  4. 
Duramque  callet  pauperiern  pati 

Pejufque  fcto  flagitium  timet  j     ,  53 

Non  ille  pro  caris  ;atnicis, 
Aut  patria  tiraidqs  mori. 

CARMEN 
_ _ 

43.  Per  obfi  ante ^  catfrvasJ]  That  Croud  of  Flatterers,  by 
whom  the  Great  .are  continually  furrounded,  and  againft 
whom  an  honeft  -Magiftrate  oppofes  his  Reafon,  -Integrity, 
and  Courage;  thole  Arms,  with  which  Virtue  conquers 
our  Paffions.  DAC. 

51.  Non  ille  pro  caris  ami fis.]  Gratitude  to  our  Friends, 
and  Love  to,  our  Country,  are  the  firmett  Bonds  of  human 
Society ;  and  he,  who  feels  the  Shame  of  a  difhonourable 
Adlion  more  fenfibly  than  he  fears  Death,  mall  not  be  afraid 
to  die  in  their  Defence. 

Such  was  the  Character,  which  Loilius  deferred,  or 
feemed  to  deferve,  when  the  Poet  wrote  this  Ode.  So  great 
an  Opinion  had  Auguftus  of  his  Abilities  and  Integrity, 
that  he  confided  to  him^iis  Grandfon  Caius  Cafer's  Eluca- 
tion  in  the  Art  of  .War.  He  waited  on  the  young  Prince 
in  his  Expedition  to  the  Eaft,  where  he  amaflcd  'immenfe 
Riches  by  abufing  the  Authority  of  his  Employment.  He 
fupported  the  Q,uarrel  between  Caius  and  Tiberius,  and  be- 
trayed the  Councils  of  his  Prince  to  Phraates.  When  his 
Treafon  was  publickly  difcovercd,  he  put  an  End  to  an  in- 
famous Life  byPoifon,  and  hath  left  this  Moral  toPofterity, 
that  we  {hould,  »o  more  pronounce  a  Man  peifcdly  virtuous, 
than  perfectly  happy,  before  he  dies.  C.  RUQ^ 
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Who  knows  the  Wrongs  of  Want  to  bear, 

Even  in  its  loweft,  laft  Extreme  ; 
Yet  can  with  confcious  Virtue  fear, 

Far  worfe  than  Death,  a  Deed  of  Shame  ; 
Undaunted,  for  his  Country  or  his  Friend,  : 
To  facrifice  his  Life— O  glorious  End-! 


(    220   ) 


CARMEN  X.    Ad  LIGURINUM. 

Ocrudelis   adhuc,  &  Veneris  muneribus  potens, 
Infperata  tuae  quum  veniet  bruma  fuperbiae, 
Et  quae  nunc  humeris  involitant,  deciderint  comae, 
Nunc  &  qui  color  eft  puniceo  flore  prior  rofae, 
Mutatus,  Ligurine,  in  faciem  verterit  hifpidam  ;         5 
Dices,  heu  !  (quoties  te  fpeculo  videris  alterum) 
Quae  mens  eft  hodie,  cur  eadem  non  puero  fuit  ? 
Vel  cur  his  animis  incolumes  non  rcdeunt  genae  ? 

CARMEN 


To  be  vain  of  his  perfonal  Beauty  is  fuch  a  Folly  in  a 
Man,  as  even  Cuftom  can  never  reconcile  to  us.  Ligurinus 
was  young,  well-made,  and  handfome  ;  yet  he  ruined  all 
thefe  Advantages  of  Nature  by  a  ridiculous  Infolence, 
which  the  Poet  attempting  to  correft,  reprefents  an  old,  in 
Oppofition  to  the  young  Ligurinus.  He  (hews  him,  that 
all  this  Beauty,  of  which  he  is  now  fo  vain,  mall  foon  fall 
a  Prey  to  Time  and  Age.  SAN. 

Verf.  2.  Brutna.']  The  Commentators  are  greatly  divided 
about  the  Meaning  of  the  common  Reading  pluma.  All  our 
elder  Interpreters  think  it  fienifies  a  Beard,  although  the 
Metaphor  of  a  Feather  for  a  Beard  was  never  ufed  by  any 
of  the  Poets.  But,  befides  the  difagreeable  Repetition,  the 
downy  Beard  in  this  Line  becomes  ftrangely  rough  hifpidam 
in  almoft  the  next.  Mr.  Dacier,  who  reads  p/uma,  fays  it 
is  an  Expreffion,  in  Imitation  of  the  Greeks  and  Orientals, 
to  fignify  any  Thing  which  is  ready  to  take  its  Flight ; 
twbenyour  Pride  Jhall  fy  away  :  but  he  has  declined  produc- 
ing his  Authorities,  although  challenged  to  it  by  Doftor 
Bentley.  The  different  Ages  of  Life  have  ever  been  com- 
pared to  the  different  Seafons  of  the  Year,  and  Bruma  natu- 
rally reprefents  the  Winter  of  Age. 

The  Remainder  of  the  Ode  is  a  Continuation  of  the  Me- 
taphor, in  which  deciderint  coma  and  fades  bifpida  are 

equally 


.ODE  X.    70  LIGURINUS. 

O  cruel   ftill,  and  vain  of  Beauty's  Charms, 
When  wintry  Age  thy  Infolence  difarms  ; 
When  fall  thofe  Locks,  that  on  thy  Shoulders  play, 
And  Youth's  gay  Rofes  on  thy  Cheeks  decay  ; 
When  that  fmooth  Face  fhall  Manhood's  Roughnefs 

wear, 

And  in  your  Glafs  another  Form  appear, 
Ah  !  why,  you'll  fay,  do  I  now  vainly  burn, 
Or  with  my  Wifties,  not  my  Youth  return  ? 


equally  applicable  to  Winter  and  old  Age.  This  conjeftu- 
ral  Correction  was  propofed  by  Doftor  Bentley,  is  approved 
of  by  Mr.  Cuningham,  and  taken  into  the  Text  by  Mr. 
Sanadon. 

5.  Ligurine.~\  They,  who  read  Ligurinum,  fhould  have  re- 
marked that  dices  and  videris,  according  to  their  Conftru&ion, 
want  a  Nominative  Cafe,  and  that  Ligurinus  may  be  a  dif- 
ferent Perfon  from  him  to  whom  the  Poet  writes.  Befides, 
color  vet-tent  Ligurinum  in  faciem  bifpidam  is  ftrangely  hard  and 
unintelligible,  but  verterit  for  fe  verterit  or  verfus  fusrit  is 
pure  Latin. 

The  Correction  is  authorifed  by  two  very  ancient  Manu- 
fcripts,  and  is  received  by  all  the  late  Editors  except  Mr. 
Baxter,  who  feems  to  have  rejedled  it,  only  becaufe  he 
thought  it  was  propofed  by  Doftor  Bentley.  Jf  the  Reader 
fhall  think  it  juft,  he  is  obliged  for  it  to  Torrentius 

7.  S>u<e  mens  eft  bodie.']  Horace  feems  to  have  imitated  a 
Paflage  in  Terence,  where  an  old  Woman  fays  to  a  young  one : 

*  .     Eheu,  me  miferam !  Cur  non  out  heec  mibi 
jEtas  &  forma  eft,  ant  tibi  k&c  fententia  ? 

Alas !  unfortunate  that  I  am  !  Why  have  I  not  your  Youth 
and  Beauty,  or  why  have  not  You  my  Judgement. 


(    122    ) 


CARMEN  XL     Ad  PHYLLIDEM. 

EST  mihi  nonum  fuperantis  annum 
Plenus  Albani  cadus  ;  eft  in  horto, 
Phylli,  neftendis  npium  coronis  ; 

Eft  hedera;  vis 

Multa,  qua  erines  religata  fulges  :  £ 

Ruler  argento  domus  :  ara  caftis 
Vindta  vcrbenis  avet  immolato 
Spargier  agno  : 

Cun&a  feftinat  manus  :  hue  &  illuc 
Curfitant  mjftae  pueris  pucllae  :  .  19 

Sordidum  flamma:  trcpidant  rotantes 
Vertice  fumum. 

Uc 

Xranflated  by  Dr.  DUNK  IN. 

The  Commentators  think,  that  Phyllis,  to  whom  this  Ode 
is  addrefied,  was  a  young  Slave  whom  Xanthias  afterwards 
married.  The  Poet  invites  her  to  celebrate  'his  Patron's 
Birth-day  with  iiim,  and  endeavours  to  difiuade  her  from 
indulging  a  Paflion  for  Tclephus,  who  was  otherwifc  en- 


gaged. 
.    Verf. 


2.  jiltajuj]  There  were  two  Sorts  of  Albanian 
Wine  ;  a  fweet  Kind  and  a  rough.  The  firft  acquired 
Strength  by  Age;  the  fecond  Smoothnefs.  At  nine  Year* 
old  either  of  them  might  probably  have  come  to  their  Per- 
feftion.  SAN. 

z.  £/f  in  harts.]  The  Commentators  find  it  difficult  to 
aflign  a  Reafon  why  Parfly,  which  was  an  Herb  uibd  in 
Jr-'uncrals,  and  confequently  of  unlucky  Omen,  fhould  be 
employed  in  Feftivals,  and  Entertainments  of  Pleafure.  The 
Ancients  believed,  that  it  had  a  Virtue  to  expel  the  Vapours 
of  Wine,  and  the  Verdure  of  it,  from  whence  Horace  calk 
it  <v:<vax,  made  it  pleahng  to  the  Eye.  But  as  there  were 
different  Kinds  of  it,  particularly  that  mentioned  by  Pliny, 
which  was  of  a  poifonoos  Nature,  it  might  have  been  diffe- 
rently employed,  upon  Occafions  either  qf  Mirth  or  Sadueis. 


(    223    ) 


ODE  XL     2o  PHYLLIS. 

PHYLLIS,  this  Alban  Cafe  is  fhme, 
Mellow'd  by  Summers  more  than  nine. 
And  in  my  Garden,  for  thy  Head 
My  Parfly-Crowns  their  Verdurje  fpread  : 
For  Thee  the  creeping  Ivy  twines, 
With  Plate  my  chearful  DweJJjflg  femes  : 
With  Vervain  chafte  an  Altar  bound, 
Now  thirfts  for  Blood  ;  the  Victim's  cYown'd. 
All  Hands  employ 'd^  my  Girls  and  Boys, 
With   bufy  Hafte,  prepare  cttir  Joys ; 
Trembling  the  pointed  Flames  arife, 
Their  Smoke  rolls  upward  to  the  Skies. 

But 

6.  Ridet  argento  dmus.]    Horace  frequently  boafts  of  the 
Neatnefs  and  Elegance  of  his  Houfe,  and  of  his  Content  in 
very  moderate  Circumftances  of  Fortune.     This  is  the  firft 
Inftance  of  his  Wealth,  and  we  ought  not  perhaps  to  under- 
ftand  him  too  literally,  or  that  he  means  any  more  than  his 
having  employed  his  brighteft  and  richeft  Furniture  to  cele- 
brate this  Feftival.  SAN. 

7.  Verlenh.~\  This  Name  was  given  to  all  Kinds  of  Hexbs, 
and   Leaves  of  Trees,    gathered   in   confecratcd  Ground. 
Their  firft  and  principal  Ufe  was  to  make  Crowns  for  He- 
ralds, when  they   were  fent-to  offer  Peace,  .or  denounce 
War.     They  were  afterwards  employed  in  all  Ceremonies 
of  Religion.  LAMB. 

9.  Cunciafeftlnat  mama."]  There  is  a  kind  of  Emulation, 
between  the  Mafter  and  his  Servants,  to  fiiew  who  mail  beft 
diftinguifh  their  Zeal  for  Mxcerias,  and  the  Poet  hath  in 
this  Strophe  well  exprefled  the  domeftic  Hurry  of  fuch  an 
Entertainment.  SAN. 

ii.  Rotantes  vertice  /umxm.~]  The  Romans  -made  their 

Fires 


224   Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  GARMINUM    Lib.  4: 
Ut  tamen  noris  quibus  advoceris 
Gaudiis  ;  Idus  tibi  funt  agenda? ; 
Qui  dies  menfem  Veneris  marinae  15 

Findit  Aprilem: 

Jurefolennis  mihi,  fan£tiorque 
Pene  natali  proprio ;  quod  ex  hac 
Luce  Maecenas  metis  affluentes 

Ordinal  annos.  20 

Telephum,  quern  tu  petis,  occupavit, 
Non  tuae  fortis  juvenem,  puella 
Dives  &  lafciva ;  tenetque  grata 
Compede  vin&um. 

Terret  ambuftus  Phaethon  avaras  15 

Spes :  &  exemplum  grave  praebet  ales 
Pegafus,  terrenum  equitem  gravatus 
Bellerophontem , 

Semper 


Fires  in  the  middle  of  their  Rooms,  with  an  Opening  above 
to  let  out  the  Smoke,  which  is  here  defcribed  rolling  to 
the  Top  of  the  Houfe.  DAC. 

15.  Menfem  Venerh~\  April  was  called  the  Month  of 
Venus,  becaufe  her  grand  Feftival  began  on  the  firft  Day 
of  that  Month.  SAIT. 

2£.  4mbujius.~\  Horace  ufes  this  Word  in  Raillery, 
for  it  properly  fignifies  a  Man,  who  had  been  ftruclc  with 

Thunder, 
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But  why  this  bufy,  feftal  Care  ? 

This  Invitation  to  the  Fair  ? 

This  Day  the  fmiling  Month  divides, 

O'er  which  the  Sea-born  Queen  prefides  $ 

Sacred  to  Me,  and  due  to  Mirth, 

As  the  glad  Hour  that  gave  me  Birth  ; 

For  when  this  happy  Morn  appears, 

Maecenas  counts  a  Length  of  Years 

To  roll  in  bright  Succeffion  round, 

With  every  Joy  and  Blefling  crown'd; 

Gay  Telephus  exults  above 
The  humble  Fortunes  of  thy  Love, 
And  a  rich,  buxom  Maid  detains 
His  captive  Heart  in  willing  Chains. 

The  Youth,  deftroy'd  by  heavenly  Fire* 
Forbids  Ambition  to  afpire, 
And  Pegafus,  who  fcorn'd  to  bear 
His  earth-born  Rider  through  the  Air, 


Thunder,  but  not  killed  by  it.  The  Family  of  the  Fabii 
in  Rome  were  called  Ambufti*  becaufe  one  of  their  Ancef- 
tors  had  been  marked  with  Lightning.  DAC. 

27.  Pegafus  terrenum  equitem  gravatusJ]  The  Poets  are  not 
unapt  to  abufe  the  Fables  of  their  Mythology.  The  Rea- 
fon  why  Pegafus  would  not  carry  Bellerophon,  was  not  be- 
caufe he  was  mortal  ;  but  becaufe  Jupiter  had  fent  a  Fly 
to  fting  Him,  and  oblige  him  to  throw  off  his  Rider,  who 
attempted,  with  an  impious  Curiofity,  to  ride  to  Heaven' 


VOL.  II, 


2i6    Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM    Lib.  4. 
Semper  ut  te  digna  fequare  :  &,  ultra 
Quam  licet  fperare,  nefas  putando,  3» 

Difparem  vites.     Age,  jam  meorum 

Finis  amorum, 

(Non  enim  pofthac  alia  calebo 
Foemina)  condifce  modos,  amanda 
Voce  quos  reddas.     Minuentur  atr*  3S 

Carmine  curae. 
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A  dread  Example  hath  fupply'd 
To  check  the  Growth  of  human  Pride, 
And  caution  my  prefumptuous  Fair 
To  grafp  at  Things  within  her  Sphere. 

Come  then  my  lateft  Love  (for  I 
Shall  never  for  another  die) 
Come  learn  with  me  to  newer  Lays 
Thy  Voice  of  Harmony  to  raife. 
The  foothing  Song,  and  charming  Air, 
Shall  leflen  every  gloomy  Care. 


(    228    ) 


CARMEN  XII.     Ad  VIRGILIUM. 

JAM  veris  comites,  quae  mare  temperant, 
Impellunt  animae  lintea  Thraciae  : 
Jam  nee  prata  rigent,  nee  fluvii  ftrepunt 

Hiberna  nive  turgidi : 

Nidum  ponit,  Ityn  flebiliter  gemens,  £ 

Infeltx  avis,  &  Cecropise  domtis 
Sternum  opprobrium  ;  quod  male  barbaras 
Regum  eft  ulta  libidines  : 

Dicunt 

This  is  the  fecond  Ode  which  Horace  hath  addrefled  to 
Virgil.  In  the  firft  he  endeavoured  to  comfort  him  for  the 
Lofs  of  their  common  Friend  Quin&ilius  ;  and  in  this  he  pro- 
poles  a  Party  of  Pleafure  to  Him.  The  Spring,  which  gave 
Occafion  of  writing  it,  is  reprefented  in  all  its  Graces, 
and  forms  the  moil  beautiful  Part  of  the  Ode.  SAN. 

V  erf.  i.  Veris  comites.]  The  Commentators  agree  that 
thefe  Companions  of  the  Spring  are  the  Zephyrs ;  but 
probably  the  Poet  means  thofe  Winds  which  Pliny  calls 
Ur;iitbi<e  or  Cbelidonia-,  The  Bird  or  Swallow- Winds.  They 
umaily  rife  towards  the  Middle  of  February.  They  blow 
from  Thrace  to  Italy,  bringing  the  Swallows  with  them, 
which  agrees  perfectly  well  with  this  Ode ;  and  although 
they  b<:  generally  thought  rather  cold  than  warm,  yet  this 
may  not  be  true  of  all  Countries,  particularly  of  Rome, 
where  the  Heat  is  violent  even  at  the  End  of  February.  SAN. 

2.  Anim<e  Th-fici*.]  The  Winds  frequently  caufcd  confi- 
derable  Ravages  in  Thrace,  from  whence  the  Poets  ima- 
gined  that  they  lived  in  a  great  Cavern  there,  out  of  which 
they  fprcad  themfelves  over  all  the  Countries  of  the  Uni- 
vcrfe.  Homer  makes  both  Zephyrus  and  Boreas  blow  from 
Thrace,  which  would  be  inexplicable  without  this  Suppo- 
fition.  Horace  might  therefore  fpealc  correctly  in  calling 
the  Zephyrs  anima-  ihrt.cirr,  although  they  did  not  blow 
from  Thrace  to  Italy.  This  Name  in  general  may  fignify 
all  the  Winds,  and  when  the  Poet  adds,  veris  comitej,  qum 
marc  temperant,  he  fpeaks  particularly  of  the  Winds  which 
calm  the  Seas  in  Spring.  This  Remark  is  neceflary  to 

i          "  our 


(    229    ) 


ODE  XII.     ?o  VJRGIL. 

A>(OMPANtONS  of  the  Spring,  the  Thracian  Winds 
\Jl  With  kindly  Breath  now  drive  the  Bark  from  Shore; 
No  Froft,  with  hoary  Hand,  the  Meadow  binds, 

Nor  fwollen  with  Winter  Snow  the  Torrents  roar. 
The  Swallow,  haplefs  Bird  !  now  builds  her  Neft, 

And  in  complaining  Notes  begins  to  fmg, 
That,  with  Revenge  too  cruelly  pofleft, 

Impious  fhe  punifh'd  an  inceftuous  King. 

Stretch'd 


our  underftanding  many  Paflages  in  the  Poets,  when  they 
fpeak  of  the  Winds ;  nor  is  it  an  ufelefs  Obfervation,  that 
the  Ancients  have  not  always  diftinguifhed  thofe  which  they 
call  Cbelidonirt,  Fa<vonii,  Eteft*,  and  Ornithiee,  for  theie 
Names  often  fignify  only  the  Winds  of  Spring  in  general. 
We  find  in  Lucretius  Eteji<f  flabra  Aqtulenttm,  becaufe  the 
fame  Winds  called  jfytulones  in  Winter,  took  the  Name  of 
Etejia  in  Summer.  TORR.  SAN. 

6.    Infelix  avis.]     The   Mythologifts   have    fpoken    of 
Progne  and   Philomela   in  a  Manner  very  little  uniform. 
The  generally  received  Opinion  at  prefent  is,  that  Progne 
was  changed  into  a  Swallow,  and  Philomela  into  a  Night- 
ingale ;  but  the  Diversity  of  Opinions  among  the  Ancients 
hath  given  the  Poets  a  right  of  varying  the  Fable.     Virgil 
jn  the  fixth  Eclogue  changes  Philomela  into  a  Swallow,  and 
in  the  fourth  Book  of  his  Georgics  he  makes  her  a  Night- 
ingale. TORR. 
Cecropia?  domus!]  Cecrops  was  Founder  and  firft  King  of 
Athens.     From   him   his  Succeffors,  although    not  of   his 
Family,  took   the  Title   of  Cecrofldee.     Horace  therefore 
ufes  the  Houfe  of  Cecrops  for  the  Kings  of  Athens  in   gene- 
ral.    Thus  we  fay  the  Ptolemies  for  the  Kings   of  JEgypt, 
and  the  Catfars  for  the  Emperors  of  Rome.     TORR.  DAC. 
8.  Regum.~\  Is  the  Plural  for  the  Singular.     Progne,  too 
feverely  punifhed,  male  ulta  eft,  the  Brutality  of  Tereus,  by 
killing  her  own   Son ;  ^or  male   may    fignify  fcelejie,  impie. 
She  wickedly  and  irnpioufly,  &c-     We   are  not  permitted 
|o  revenge  one  Crime  by  another.                  DAC.  BAXTER, 
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Dicunt  in  tenero  gramine  pinguium 

Cuftodes  ovium  carmina,  fiftula  IO 

Deleftantque  Deum,  cui  pecus  &  nigri 

Cplles  Arcadiae  placent. 
Adduxcre  fitim  tempora,  Virgili : 
Sed  prefTum  Calibus  ducere  Liberum 
Si  geftis,  juvenum  nobilium  cliens,  i^ 

Nardo  vina  merebere : 
Nardi  parvus  onyx  eliciet  cadum, 
Qui  nunc  Sulpiciis  accubat  horreis, 
Spes  donare  novas  largus,  amaraquc 

Curarum  eluere  efficax.  23 

Ad  quac  fi  properas  gaudia,  cum  tui 
Velox  merce  veni  :  non  ego  te  meis 
immunem  meditor  tingere  poculis, 

Plena  dives  ut  in  domo. 

Verum 


15.  Juvenum  nobilium  cliens.']  Cliens  is  here  ufed  in  a  lar- 
ger Senfe,  than  what  it  originally  bears,  to  fignify  a  Perfon, 
who  is  a  Favourite  of  the  Great.     The  Youth,  who  were 
fo  happy  as  to  love  and  efteem  this  great  Poet,  were  Dru- 
fus,  Tiberius,    Marcellus,    and  perhaps,    in  Imitation  of 
them,  all  the  young  Men  of  Quality  in  Rome. 

1 6.  Nardo  <vina  mcrebere!}  Torrentius,  from  this  PafTage, 
very  whimfically  fancies,  that  Virgil  was  a  Perfumer,  or  at 
leaft  that  the  Perfon,  to  whom  this  Ode  is  written,  was  of 
that  Trade.     Nardus  was  an  Indian  Plant,  whofe  Root  was 
black;  its  Leaves  large  and  pointed.     An  Oil  or  Eflence 
of  a  very  agreeable  Smell  was  extracted  from  it.     The  La- 
tins wcaffantm  in  the  Feminine  Gender  to  fignify  the  Plant, 
and  Narditm  in  the  Neuter)  for  its  Oil. 

17.  Onyx.]  The  Ancients  gave  this  Name  to  two  Kinds 
of  Stone ;  the  firft,  otherwife  called  Alabaftritt^  came  from 
the  Quarries  of  Carmania  in  Perfia,  ana  from  the  Moun- 
tains  of  Arabia.     It  was  ufed  at  firft  to  make  Phials  for 
Effences,  and  Cups  for  drinking,  but  it  was  afterwards  found 

large 
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Stretch'd  on  the  fpringing  Grafs  the  Shepherd  Swain 

His  reedy  Pipe  with  rural  Mufic  fills  ; 
The  God,  who  guards  his  Flock,  approves  the  Strain, 

The  God,  who  loves  Arcadia's  gloomy  Hills. 

Virgil,  'tis  thine,  with  noble  Youths  to  feaft, 
Yet,  fince  the  thirfty  Seafon  calls  for  Wine, 

Would  you  a  Cup  of  generous  Bacchus  tafte, 
Bring  you  the  Odours,  and  a  Cafk  is  thine. 

Thy  little  Box  of  Spikenard  fliall  produce 
A  mighty  Cafk,  that  in  the  Cellar  lies  ; 

Big  with  large  Hopes  fhall  flow  th'  infpiring  Juice, 
Powerful  to  footh  our  Griefs,  and  raife  our  Joys. 

If  Pleafures  fuch  as  thefe  can  charm  thy  Soul, 
Bring  the  glad  Merchandife,  with  Sweets  replete  ; 

Nor  empty-handed  fhall  you  touch  the  Bowl, 
Nor  do  I  mean,  like  wealthy  Folk,  to  treat. 

Think 


large  enough  for  encrufting  Walls,  and  making  Columns. 
The  other  Kind  was  a  precious  Stone,  with  tranfparent 
Veins  of  a  Colour  refembling  the  Nail  of  a  Man's  Hand. 
Our  Poet  fpeaks  of  the  firft  Sort.  SAN. 

1 8.  Sutpiciis  borreis.~\  In  the  Year  633,  the  Romans  be- 
gan to  drink  old  Wine,  and  built  feveral  public  Houfes 
where  it  was  fold.  Thefe,  which  Horace  mentions,  either 
belonged  to  Sulpicius,  or  perhaps  were  built  upon  his 
Eftate.  Salpicia  for  Suliiciana  horrea.  SAN. 

22.  Cum  tua  merce.~\  The  Poet  considers  the  Part  every 
Perfon  furnifhes  towards  an  Entertainment  as  a  kind  of 
Merchandife,  which  Partners  in  Trade  throw  into  a  com- 
mon Stock,  that  they  may  divide  the  Profits.  SAN. 

24.  Plena  dives  ut  in  domo.']  Thefe  Words,  and  thofe  of  the 

next  Line,  fiuttium  lucri,  muft  be  explained  byjuvenum  nobi- 

Q  Hum 
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Verum  pone  moras  &  ftudium  lucri  ;  ^5 

Nigrorumque  memor,  dum  licet,  ignium, 
ftultitiam   confiliis  brevem. 
Duke  eft  defipere  in  loco. 

CARMEN 


Hum  client.  Virgil  was  well  received  by  the  great  Families 
of  Rome,  and  probably  made  large  Additions  to  his  For- 
tune by  their  Friendfhip.  SAN. 

We  may,  with  Mr.  Dacier  underftand  thefe  Words  as 
fpoken  in  Raillery  to  Virgil,  as  if  He  were  ftudious  of  no- 
thing but  making  his  Fortune,  and  wrote  Verfes  only  for 
Money. 

Z7-  M'fct  Ji'.ltitiam.']  Horace  defires  Virgil  to  interrupt 
his  grave  and  fevere  ftudies  wkh  fome  ehcarful  Moments  of 
Gaiety  and  f  leafure,  which  he  calls  Folly,  Stultitia. 
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Think  on  the  gloomy  Pyle's  funereal  Flames, 

And  be  no  more  with  fordid  Lucre  blind  ; 
Mix  a  mort  Folly  with  thy  labour'd  Schemes  j 

'Tis  joyous  Folly,  that  unbends  the  Mind. 


C  234) 


CARMEN  XIII.     In  LYCEN. 

AUDIVERE,  Lyce,  Dl  meavota;  Di 
Audivcre,  Lyce  :  fis  anus,  &  tamen 
Vis  formofa  vitieri ; 

Ludifque  &  bibis  impudens  : 

Et  cantu  tremulo  pota  Cupidinem  jg 

Lentum  folicitas.     Ille  virentis  & 
Doftae  pfallere  Chise 

Pulchris  excubat  in  genis. 

Importunus  enim  tranfvolat  aridas 
Quercus,  &  refugit,  te  quia  luridi  IO 

Denies,  te  quia  rugae 

Turpant,  &  capitis  njves. 

Nee 


This  Ode  is  a  Proof  that  Wit  and  Honour  are  not 
always  Companions.  Lyce  had  in  her  Youth  refufed  our 
Poet's  Addreffes,  and  he  now  infults  her  in  a  cruel,  outra- 
gious  Manner  upon  the  Approach  of  Age  and  Uglinefs. 
The  Piece  is  animated  ;  its  Allegories  juft  ;  the  Verification 
harmonious,  and  Expreffion  exadl ;  the  great  Poet  every 
where  appears,  but  we  fcarch  in  vain  and  with  Concern  for 
the  Man  of  Honour  His  Interpreters  have  endeavoured 
to  excufe  Him  for  a  Conduct  which  Politenefs  and  Morality 
equally  condemn ;  but  without  examining  the  Validity  of 
their  Excufes,  it  were  better  that  Horace  did  not  need  their 
Juftification.  "  SAN. 

Verf  z.  dudi-vere.]  This  Repetition  has  much  Strength 
and  Spirit.  It  (hews  with  what  Ardour  the  Poet  made  hi« 
Vows,  and  with  what  Pleafure  he  fees  them  accomplimed. 

Fij  anus,  £5*  tamen  vis  formofa  vidiri. 

May  you  live  to  be  old,  and  yet  defire  to  be  thought  hand- 
fome,  was  probably  the  Form  of  his  WUh.  DAC. 
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ODE  XIII.     ft  LYCE. 

THE  Gods,  the  Gods  have  heard  my  Prayer, 
See,  Lyce,  fee  that  hoary  Hair, 
Yet  You  a  Toaft  would  mine  : 
You  impudently  drink  and  joke. 
And  lewd  with  broken  Voice  provoke 
Defires  no  longer  thine. 

Cupid,  who  joys  in  dimple  fleek, 
Now  lies  in  blooming  Chia's  Cheek, 

Who  tunes  the  melting  Lay  ; 
From  blafted  Oaks  the  Wanton  flies, 
Scar'd  at  thy  Wrinkles,  haggard  Eyes, 

And  Head  fnow'd  o'er  with  Grey. 

Nor 


5.  Et  cantu  tremulo.~\  Mr.  Dacier  thinks  that  Horace  does 
not  mean  a  Voice  trembling  with  Age,  but  with  Wanton- 
hefs  and  Effeminacy. 

7.  Pfallere.']  Neither  French  nor  Englifh  can  exprefs  in 
one  Word  the  pfallere  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins.  Jt  prq- 
perly  fignifies  a  Perfon  who  fings  and  plays  upon  an  Inftru- 
ment  at  the  fame  Time. 

9.  ImportunusJ]  Amor  tranf<volat  arldas  quercus,  quilui  eft 
intern pejlww.  Cicero  ufes  the  Word  imp&rtunus  in  the  fame 
Senfe.  SAN. 

Mr.  Dacier  conftrues  it,  unquiet ;  always  in  Motion. 
12.  Capitis  nivesJ]    From  a  Remark  of  Quintilian,  too 
carelefsly  confidered,  Mr.  Dacier  condemns  this  Expreffion, 

the 
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Nee  Coae  referant  jam  tibi  purpura?, 
Nee  clari  lapides  tempora,  quae  feme! 

Notis  condita  faftis  x - 

Inclufit  volucris  dies. 

Quo  fugit  Venus  ?  heu  I  quo  color  ?  hcu  !  decens 
Quo  motus  ?  quid  habes  illius,  illius, 
Quae  fpirabat  amores, 

Quae  me  furpuerat  mihi,  20 

Felix  poft  Cynaram,  notaque  &  artium 
Gratarum  fades  ?  Sed  Cynarz  breves 
Annos  fata  dederunt, 
Servatura  diu  parera 

Cornicis 


f  !TZ5  °J  n  M  '  alJth°Ugh  he  wodd  dlow>  ***  S»™> 
oj  old  Age  QuintiUtn  does  not  mean,  that  fuch  Expref- 
fions  ought  to  ^e  abfolutely  condemned,  but  that  Orators 
muft  not  indulge-to  themfelves  thofe  Liberties  of  very  diitant 
Metaphors  wh,ch  are  pardonable  in  Poets.  If  a?Omor 
is  apprehenfive  that  he  is  venturing  upon  any 
or  Expreffion  too  hazardous,  he  moulcf  guar/ 


a  KLC7  p"r^r^  Mr"  Dacier  thi^s,  that  Horace  means 
CC,  1  K  a  ParrenV,PUrple  V'ei1'  made  in  thelflandof 
Romr  ln^^lyrta  by  the  common  Women  of 

s 


Performs 
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Nor  glowing  Purple,  nor  the  Blaze 
Of  Jewels,  can  reftorfe  the  Days  ; 

To  Thee  thofe  Days  of  Glory, 
Which,  wafted  on  the  Wings  of  Time, 
Even  from  thy  Birth  to  Beauty's  Prime, 

Recorded  ftand  in  Story,, 

Ah  !  whither  is  thy  Venus  fled  ? 

That  Bloom,  by  Nature's  Cunning  fpread  ? 

That  every  graceful  Art  ? 
Of  Her,  of  Her,  what  now  remains, 
Who  breath'd  the  Loves,  who  charm'd  the  Swains, 

And  fnatch'd  me  from  my  Heart  ? 

Once  happy  Maid  !  in  pleafing  Guiles 
Who  vied  with  Cynara  in  Smiles, 

Ah  !   tragical  Survival  ! 
She  glorious  died  in  Beauty's  Bloom, 
While  cruel  Fate  defers  thy  Doom 

To  be  the  Raven's  Rival, 


That 


Perfon's  Age,  Name  and  Family.  Horace  therefore  tells 
Lyce,  that  not  all  her  Arts  of  appearing  young  can  recall 
the  Years  which  were  once  commitred  to  the  public  Records* 
and  which  they  very  faithfully  preferve.  TORR. 

17.  Venus]  This  word  fignines  all  the  Charms  of  Beauty, 
fuch  as.thefe  which  the  Poet  particularly  mentions  j  a  Viva- 
city of  Complexion,  Color,  and  ctecens  w.otus,  the  Graces  of 
SJiape,  Mien,  and  Behaviour.  SAN. 

Quo  color  ?  heu  /]  We  read  in  the  common  Editions,  quo--ve 
color  detens.  Chabotius  and  Cerutus  began  the  Reformation 
of  the  Text,  in  referring  decent  to  motus,  and  not  to  color > 
which  Doftor  Bentley  not  only  received  but  juftified.  Mr. 
Cunlngham  finifhed  the  Correction,  and  Mr.  Sanadon  hath 
publifhed  it  in  his  Edition. 

1 8.  Quid  hates  illius,.  &c.]    Horace,  here  ufes  fades  not 

only 
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Cornicis  vetulz  teroporibus  Lycen  :  2$ 

Poflent  ut  juvenes  vifere  fervidi, 
Multo  non  fine  rifu, 

Dilapfam  in  cineres  facem, 

CARMEN 


only  for  the  Face,  bat  for  the  whole  outward  Appearance, 
as  in  one  of  his  Satires,  $>uali  fit  facie.  When  he  fays, 
fades  nota  gratarum  artium,  he  (peaks  in  the  fame  Senfe  as 
when  he  lays,  Proculeius  notus  animi  paterni ;  or  as  notus 
form<et  ttotus,  militite,  praftans  animi,  notus  oferum  in  other 
Poets.  All  thefe  figurative  Exprefllons  are  fo  many  Ellipfes, 
where  fome  Words  muft  be  underftood.  Here  the  entire 
Conltruftion  muft  be,  fades  nota  ob  prtfftantiam  gratarum 
artium,  or  gratarum  artium  causa.  Laftly,  by  artes  we  muft 
underltand,  as  the  Scholiaft  hath  well  explained  the  Word, 
thofe  graceful  Motions,  thofe  delicate  Endearments  which 
pleafe  and  engage  us.  drtium  gratarum  fades  didtur,  qv<t 
oculii,  nutu  fuperdliorum,  eervids  njolubilitatt t  capitis  gratiat 
tot  Jus  dtHi^ut  carports  motu  placet.  SAN. 
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That  Youths,  in  fervent  Wifhes  bold, 
Not  without  Laughter  may  behold 

A  Torch,  whofe  early  Fire 
Could  every  Breaft  with  Love  enflame, 
Now  faintly  fpread  a  fickly  Gleam, 

And  in  a  Smoke  expire. 


(  240  ) 


CARMEN  XIV.    Ad  AUGUSTUM. 


QU^E  cura  Patrum,  quaeve  Quiritium, 
Plenis  honorum  muneribus  tuas, 
Augufte,  virtutes  in  aevum 

Per  titulos  memorefque  faftos 

JEttmet  ?  6,  qua  Sol  habitabiles  5 

Uluftrat  oras,  maxime  principumj 
Quern  legis  expertes  Latins 
Vindelici  didicere  nuper 

Quid 


Auguftus  had  commanded  our  Poet  to  celebrate  the  Victo- 
ries of  Drufus  and  Tiberius,  over  the  Rhoeti  and  Vindelici ; 
and  as  Tiberius  might  have  been  difpleafed  that  he  had  not 
been  mentioned  in  the  fourth  Ode  of  this  Book,  he  is  here 
diftinguiftied  in  a  particular  Manner.  The  Praifes  of  Drufus 
are  confounded  with  thofe  of  other  Heroes  in  the  Claudian 
Family,  but  Tiberius  is  affociated  with  Auguftus.  The  two 
Pieces  are  of  the  fame  Character,  and  equally  animated  by 
a  Grcatnefs  of  Sentiments,  a  Sublimity  of  Style,  and  all 
other  Beauties  of  Poetry.  SAN. 

Verf.  i.  Qua  cura  PatrumJ]  When  Horace  wrote  this 
Ode,  the  Senate  and  People  had  granted  all  Honours  to 
Auguftus,  which  could  be  decreed  not  only  to  a  Man,  but 
to  a  God ;  yet  Horace  demands  by  what  new  Cares,  by 
what  new  Dignities,  they  mail  etcrnife  his  Virtues,  and 
aflure  to  him  that  Immortality,  which  he  had  merited. 
There  is  fomewhat  infinitely  noble  in  this  Demand,  and 
Horace  alone  feems  capable  of  adding  whatever  was  yet 
wanting  to  the  Glory  of  Auguftus.  DAC. 

*.  P/m't 


ODE  XIV.     70  AUGUSTUS. 

HOW  fhall  our  holy  Senate's  Care, 
Or  Rome  with  grateful  Joy  prepare 
Thy  monumental  Honours  big  with  Fame, 
And  in  her  feftal  Annals  eternife  thy  Name  ? 
O  Thou^  where  Sol  with  kindly  Rays 
The  habitable  Globe  furveys, 
Greateft  of  Princes,  whofe  vindictive  War, 
Firft  broke  th'  unconquer'd  Gaul  to  thy  triumphal  Car, 


For 


2.  Plenit  bonoritm  muneribus]  Munera  fignifies  in  general 
the  public  Monuments,  Statues,  Infcriptions,  Decrees,  and 
whatever  Honours  a  grateful  People  could  pay  a  Prince, 
by  whofe  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom  they  enjoyed  a  perfedt 
Felicity.  Thefe  Honours  are  particularly  fpecified  by  77- 
tulos  and  Fa/?os,  the  firft  of  which  fignifies  all  public  In- 
fcriptions upon  Statues,  Columns,  faV.  In  the  Fafti  or  pub- 
lic Regifters,  were  preferred  all  the  Aclions  of  Auguftus  ; 
the  Days  upon  which  he  gained  his  Victories ;  his  Returns 
to  Rome  ;  the  Decrees,  which  ordered  Festivals,  Altars, 
Hymns,  and  divine  Honours  to  him,  b°<r.  DAC. 

7.  Quern  hgis  expert  et  Latin*.'}  The  Conftruftion  is  re- 
markable, £>uem  Vindelici  didicere  quid  Marte  pojjes.  An 
Hellenifm  not  ill-placed  in  a  Pindaric  Ode.  It  was  a  Year 
and  half  fince  Drufus  had  conquered  this  People,  who  ne- 
ver had  been  fubdued  before  to  the  Roman  Power.  SAN. 

VOL.  II.  R, 


142    Q^HORATII  FLACCI  CARMINUM  Lib.  4. 
Quid  Marte  pofles.     Milite  nam  tuo 
JDrufus  Genaunos,  implacidum  genus,  jo 

Breunofque  veloces,  &  arces 

Alpibus  impofitas  tremenclis 
Dejecit  acer  plus  vice  fimplici. 
Major  Neronum  mox  grave  prcelium 

Commifit,  immancfque  Rhoctos  15 

Aufpiciis  pepulit  fecundis, 
Speclandus  in  certamine  Martro, 
Devota  morti  pe&ora  libene 
Quantis  fatigaret  minis  : 

Indomitas  prope  quails  uixlas  '  2<7 

Exercet 


9.  Millie  na.-r.  tuoDrufus.']  Although  the  Poet  had  written 
a  particular  Ode  upon  the  Victories  of  Drufus,  yet  he 
mentions,  bjoi  again,  to  fhew,  that  his  Conquefts,  as  well 
as'thofe  of  Tiberius  were  due  to  the  Aufpices  of  Auguftus, 
and  that  they  oniy  executed  hi*  Commands.  This  Thought 
is  afterwards  more  ftrong'.y  exprefied.  Te  tsfia.-,  te  fbnjt- 
l.uin,  et  tuos  fr*!>ente  Dii><,s.  SAN, 

.10.  ImplaciAim  gcxus.]  Strabo  fpeaking  of  the  Crnelty  of 
this  People,  tells  us,  that  when  they  had  taken  a  Toun  in 
War,  they  were  not  contented  to  put  to  the  Sword  all  the 
Men,  who  were  capable  of  bearing  Arm  ,  but  killed  all 
male  Children,  and  even  Women  b?g  with  Child,  if  their 
•Prieft  aflured  them  it  was  a  Boy.  Velleius  calls  them  fe- 
ritatc  truces.  DAC. 

13.  Plus  vijce  fat  lid.]  HoVace  would  defcribe  two  diffe- 
rent Aftions  of  Drufus  in  the  fame  Campaign.  In  the  firft 
he  gained  a  Yiftory  over  the  Virsdelici,  and  covered  Italy 
from  their  Incurious.  Tiberius,  who  win-  at  that  !  i:r.j 
with' Au^uftus,  was  fent  to  fupport  his  Brother,  who  then 
•pufhcd  his  Conquefts  againd  the  Vinddici,  the  Rrcuni,  and 
Genauni,  when  the  t\va  Brothers,  uniting  their  Forces, 
entirely  fubdued  the  Barbarians.  -  -  S(A*. 
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For  when  thy  Legions  Drufus  led, 
How  fwift  the  rapid  Breuni  fled  ! 
The  rough  Genauni  fell,  and,  rais'd  in  vain 
Tremendous  on  the  Alpes,  twice  overwhelm'd  the  Plain 

Their  haughty  Towers*     With  juft  Succefs 
While  the  good  Gods  thy  Battle  blefs, 
Our  elder  Nero  fmote  with  deep  Difmay 
The  Rhoetians,  huge  of  Bulk,  and  broke  their  firm 
Array. 

Confpicuous  in  the  martial  Strife, 
And  nobly  prodigal  of  Life, 
With  what  prodigious  Ruins  he  oppreft 
For  glorious  Liberty  the  death-devoted  Breaft  ! 

As 


Velleius  relates  the  Story  in  another  Manner.  But  Dru- 
fus was  then  dead,  Tiberius  was  Emperor,  and  Velleius 
was  a  moft  fhamelefs  Flatterer  to  a  moft  execrable  Tyrant. 

1 7.  Speftandus  in  certamine*  Sec.  There  is  here  an  Expref- 
fion  hardy  and  proper  for  the  moft  fublime  Lyric  Poetry, 
fatigare  minis  pettora  de<ucta  morti  liberte.  The  fame  Bolcl- 
nefs  appears  in  the  Conftruclion.  SpeRavdus  quantis  fali- 
gafet  ruinif,  for  fpefiandus  turn  quum  inagnis  minis  fatigarct. 
The  fecond  Line  of  this  Strophe  is  of  great  Beauty,  nor  is 
it  pofiible  in  fewer  Words  to  unite  more  Noblenefs  of  Senti- 
ment and  more  Vivacity  of  Aftion,  than  appear  in  this 
Defcription  of  Men,  who  never  turned  their  Backs  upon 
an  Enemy  ;  who  were  refolved  either  to  conquer,  or  fall  in 
Liberty. 

20.  Indcmitas  exercet  undas.~\  It  muft  be  acknowledged^ 
that  Horace  compofed  this  Ode  in  the  true  Genius  and 
Spirit  of  Pindar,  nor  in  any  other  hath  he  ufed  a  greater 
Number  of  ftrong  Terms,  and  hardy  Conftrudlions.  The 
South  Wind  is  reprefented  contending  with  the  Waves,  en- 
'deavourihg  to  fubdue  their  untameable  Spirit,  and  tsking 
Pleafwe  in  tormenting  and  fatiguing  them.  SAN. 

Jt  .* 
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Exercet  Aufter,  Pleiadum  choro 
Scindente  nubes  ;  impiger  hoftium 
Vexare  turmas,  &  frementem 

Mittere  equum  medios  per  igncs. 

Sic  tauriformis  volvitur  Aufidus,  45 

Qui  regna  Dauni  praefluit  Appuli, 
Quum  faevit,  horrendamque  cultis 
Diluviem  meditator  agris ; 

Ut 


2 1 .  Pleiadum  choro.}  This  Pklure  of  the  PleTades,  who 
fife  dancing  out  of  the  Oce^n,  and  rend  the  Clouds  in 
performing  their  Circuit,  hath  fomething  inexpreflibly 
jMeaiing  and  noble.  The  Pie:ades  are  a  Conftellatioa  of 
(even  Stars  in  the  Head  of  the  Bull,  not  in  his  Tail,  as 
Piiny  believed.  They  are  fabled  to  have  been  the  feven 
Daughters  of  Atlas  'King  of  Mauritania,  from  whence 
V  itgil  calls  them  Atlantiiia. 

24.  Mtula  ffi-  iynesj]  Some  Interpreters  undcrftand  the 
Word  Igr.ti  ngunitively  for  the  Heat  of  Battle,  pugn*  fcr<vo- 
rem ;  but  it  probably  alludes  to  fome  particular  A&ion  of 
Tiberius,  no  lor.gcr  hncv.n.  He  might  either  have  forced 
his  Way  through  Fires,  which  were  kindled  to  oppofe  his 
Paifage  ;  or  he  might  have  attacked  the  Rhcetians  at  Night 
in  their  Camp,  w  here  it  \\  u:>  a  Part  of  military  Difcipline 
to  kindle  Fires*.  In  the  tenth  Ode  of  the  firft  Book,  Priam 
ij  defcribed  paifmg  unieen  through  the  Fires  of  the  The*Ta- 
lian  Camp. 

^5.  Tauriformis.']  This  might  be  tranflatcd  Bull-formed, 
but  luch  a  compound  Epithet  would  be  difagreeable  and 
haifn  in  Englifli.  Rivers  were  frequently  reprcfented  by 
the  Ancients  with  Horns  ;  becau.e,  according  to  Feflus, 
they  v.'cre  as  fierce  as  Bulls,  quad funt  atrtcia  tit  tauri  ;  but 
more  probably  from  their  Noife  and  Roaring,  or  rather 
fiom  their  branching  into  different  Channels,  and  winding 
like  the  Horns  of  that  Eeall.  Thus  Rivers  in  general  are 
by  the  Greeks  called,  The  Horns  rf  tie  Ocean,  Kif»T*  'iljuats; 
and  thus  Virgil  calh  the  Rhine  />icoraij  double  horned,  be- 
caufe  in  his  Time  i-  was  divided  or.ly  into  two  Channels. 
.Drums  Gamanicus  afterwards  opened  a  third. 

Perhaps, 
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As  when  the  Pleiads  rend  the  Skies 
In  myftic  Dance,  the  Winds  arife, 
And  work  the  Seas  untam'd  j  fuch  was  the  Force, 
With  which,  through  fpreading  Fires,  he  fpurr'd  his 

foaming  Horfe. 

So  branching  Aufidus,  who  laves 
The  Daunian  Realms,  fierce  rolls  his  Waves, 
When  to  the  golden  Labours  of  the  Swain, 
He  meditates  his  Wrath,  and  deluges  the  Plain, 

As 


Perhaps,  from  Images  of  this  Kind,  Horns  became  ufual 
Emblems,  in  all  Languages,  of  Power,  Dignity,  Terror 
and  Plenty ;  as  Rivers,  when  raifed  by  an  accidental  Flood, 
carry  Defolation  and  Ruin  through  the  Countries  where 
they  flow,  with  Fruitfulnefs  and  Wealth  when  confined 
within  their  natural  Channels. 

Vcfoitur  Aiifidus,'}  Horace  hath  reverfed  his  Comparifon, 
for  inftead  of  comparing  1'iberius  to  the  River,  he  hath 
compared  the  River  to  his  Hero,  and  by  this  means  given 
us  a  greater  Image  of  him,  while  the  Language  becomes 
more  iublime.  To  be  well  affured  of  the  Truth  and  Im- 
portance of  this  Remark,  we  need  only  reduce  the  Com- 
parifon to  its  natural  Order  by  putting/*-  into  the  Place  o  f 
ut,  and  we  fhall  clearly  fee  the  Difference  between  them. 

Ut  tauriformis  wok/itur  Aufidus,  &C. 

Sic  barbarorum  Claudius  agmJna.  DAC. 

27*  $)uum  fffuitJ]  Nothing  can  be  more  animated  than 
this  Defcription,  in  which  the  Paver  enters  in  his  Fury  ; 
collecls  a  Deluge  of  Waters ;  forms  his  Defign  of  Defola- 
tion, and  executes  his  dreadful  Purpofe.  His  Rags  parti- 
cularly threatens  the  {landing  Corn,  which  makes  the 
Comparifon  perfect,  by  reprefenting  Tiberius  mowing  down 
the  Ranks  of  War  j  and  to  complete  his  Hero's  Character, 
the  Poet  fays,  that  all  this  Execution  is  performed  without 
any  confiderable  Lofs. 
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Ut  barbarorum  Claudius  agmina 

Ferrata  vafto  diruit  impetu,  30 

Primofque  &  extremes  metendo, 

Stravit  humum,  fine  clade  victor  ; 
Te  copias,  te  confilium,  &  tuos 
Praebente  Divos  :  narri  tibi,  quo  die 

Portus  Alexandria  fupplex  35 

Et  vacuam  patefecit  aulam, 
Fortuna  luftro  profpera  tertio 
Belli  fecundos  reddidit  exitus, 
Laudcmque  &  optatum  peractis 

Imperils  decus  arrogavit.  40 

Te  Cantaber  non  ante  domabilis, 
Medufque,  &  Indus  ;  te  profugus  Scythes 
Miratur,  6  tutela  praefens 
Italiac,  dominaeque  Romas  j 

Tc, 


34.  Tuos  fr*I)cr.tc  Dit'os."]  Horace  will  not  prove,  in  the 
common  Method,  that  the  Gods  of  Auguflus  had  given 
this  Victory  to  Tiberius,  becaufe  he  was  that  Emperor's 
Lieutenant,  and  fought  under  his  Aufpices ;  but  fincc  the 
Rhatians  were  defeated  upon  the  fame  Day  in  which  Au- 
guftus  entered  Alexandria  fifteen  Years  before,  the  Poet 
concludes,  that  the  fame  Gods  had  crowned  both  Expe- 
ditions with  Succefs.  Thus  by  this  happy  Circuuiitance 
he  transfers  rhe  Glory  of  Tiberius  to  the  Emperor,  and 
recalls  to  his  Remembrance  a  Day,  which  made  him  Maf- 
ter  of  the  World  by  ending  the  civil  Wars.  As  it  is  im- 
poffible,  that  Horace  could  be  miftaken  in  fuch  a  Circum. 
itance,  fo  it  is  equally  unreafonable  to  believe,  he  ihould 
dare  to  alien,  in  Impudence  of  Flattery,  a  Faa,  which 
the  public  Rcgifters  could  contradict ;  for  the  Senate  had 
decreed,  that  the  Day  upon  which  Alexandria  was  taken, 
fhould  be  numbered  among  their  facrcd  Ftftivals.  This 
Day  was  probably  the  2gth  of  Auguft,  724.  DAC.  SAK. 
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>  t-     As  Claudius,  with  impetuous  Might, 

Broke  through  the  iron  Ranks  of  Fight  ; 
From  Front  to  Rear  the  bloodlefs  Vi6lor  fped, 
Mow'd  down  th' embattled  Field,  and  wide  the  Slaugh. 
ter  fpread. 

Thine  were  his  Troops,  his  Counfels  thine, 

And  all  his  guardian  Powers  divine : 
For  fmce  the  Day,  when  Alexandria's  Port 
Open'd,  in  Suppliance  low,  her  defolated  Court, 

When  thrice  five  Times  the  circling  Sun 
His  annual  Courfe  of  Light  had  run, 
Fortune  by  this  Succefs  hath  crown'd  thy  Name, 
Confirm'd  thy  Glories  paft,  and  rais'd  thy  future  Fame. 

Dread  Guardian  of  th'  imperial  State, 
Whofe  Prefence  rules  thy  Country's  Fate, 
On  whom  the  Medes  with  awful  Wonder  gaze,  • 
Whom  unhous'd   Scythians  fear,    unconquer'd  Spain 
obeys  j 


Nil 


us. 


39.  Qptatum  perahis,  &c.  The  Senfe  of  this  Pa/Tage, 
wlrcli  hath  fo  much  perplexed  the  Commentators,  will  be 
perfectly  clear,  as  foon  as  we  underftand  the  Terms,  dr- 
rogar?,  fignifies  to  give  or  attribute.  Optatu?n  dccus  is  the 
Victory  gained  by  Tiberius,  than  which  Rome  had  nothing 
more  to  defire,  fmce  by  the  L'efeat  of  the  Rhoeti  and  Vin- 
delici  me  poffefied  the  World  in  Peace.  Perafta  imperia, 
are  all  the  Victories,  which  .Auguftus  had  before  obtained, 
either  in  his  own  Perfon,  or  by  his  Lieutenants,  for  Im£e- 
rlum  properly  fignifies  the  Charge  of  General.  DAC. 

41.  Cantaber  non  ante  domabilis^  This  Epithet  may  be 
extended  to  Medes  and  Indians,  for  although  thefe  Nations 
had  been  often  defeated,  yet  they  were  never  entirely  fub- 
dued  until  the  Year  734,  when  they  were  conquered  by 
Agrippa.  DAC. 

43.  Mi  rater."]  Signifies  to  behold  with  Veneration  and 
Awe.  To  worihip.  Virgil  hath  ufed  the  Word  admirari, 
io  fignify  Refpeft  and  Submiflion.  Toaa. 

R4 
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Te,  fontium  qui  eel  at  origines  4.5 

Nilufque,  &  Ifter,  te  rapidus  Tigris, 
Tc  belluofus  qui  remotis 

Obftrepit  Oceanus  Britannis ; 

Te  non  pavcntis  funera  Galliae,  50 

Duraeque  tellus   audit  Ibcriae  j 
Te  cxde  gaudentcs  Sicambri 
Compofitis  veuerantur  armis. 

CARMEN 


46.  Kilui.'}  Some  Pottuguefe  Jefuits  have  at  length  dif. 
covered  the  Source*  of  the  Nile,  which  fo  many  Ages  had 
e.ndeavogred  to  f.nd.  Properly  fpeaking  this  River  has  but 
two  SourvCi,  which  are  f.vo  Fountains  round  and  extremely 
deep,  oa  the  Top  of  a  Mountain  called  Dengla.  The 
River,  which  is  iormed  ty  thefe  Fountains,  at  fome  Dif- 
tancc  from  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains,  takes  its  Courfe  to- 
wards the  Eail,  receives  three  little  Streams,  then  turns  to 
the  South  for  twelve  Leagues,  and  afterwards  advances  to 
the  Weft  about  twenty-five  Leagues.  At  laft,  flowing 
through  ^Egypt,  it  discharges  itfelt  into  th$  Mediterranean 
by  two  Mouths  SAN. 

49.  Non  fa<venti>  futiera  Galli*.']  Caefar  and  Lucan  attri- 
bute this  Intrcpidiry  of  the  Gauls  to  the  Doclrine  of  the 
JUetempfycofis,  v.-.^ich  their  Druids  taught.  D  tiideinpn- 
f»is  hoc  ict'urt  f>.--?i<aderf,  nnn  interire  anim"),  Jed  ab  aliis  foil 
mcrtem  tra^Jirt  au  ulim ;  atqut  hoc  tr.axime  ad  •virtutem  exit* 
tari  putant,  tnetu  i,:o.  t:s  ncglecfo. 

51.  Audt-^  Is  a  Term  of  Kefpect  and  SubmilSon,  auJ  rt 
;  to  hear,  to  ob^y.  DAC. 
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Nil  us,  who  hides  his  fevenfold  Source, 
The  Tigris,  headlong  in  his  Courfe, 
The  Danube,  and  the  Ocean  wild  that  roars 
With  Monfter-bearing  Waves,  round  Britain's  rocky 
Shores, 

The  fearlefs  Gaul  thy  Name  reveres, 
Thy  Voice  the  rough  Iberian  hears, 
With  Arms  compos'd  the  fierce  Sicambrians  yield, 
Nor  view,  with  dear  Delight,  the  Carnage  of  the  Field. 


<  *5®  ) 


vjfc..!  *"    ..•':'!  "i-  A  <*    •'•  [i^ji^^kiT^          <nW 

CARMEN  XV.     AUGUSTI  LAUDES. 

T)  HOE  BUS  volentem  proelia  me  loqui, 
A     Vidlas  &  urbes,  increpuit  lyrd  ;' 
Ne  parva  Tyrrhenum  per  aequor 
Vela  darem.     Tua,  Caefar,  jctas 

Fruges 


The  military  Virtues  of  a  King  are  his  lead  Virtues ; 
for  Sovereigns,  to  fpeak  juftly,  are  not  neceflary  to  the 
World,  but  for  making  their  Subjects  happy.  In  die  pacific 
Qualities  of  Auguflus  we  find  the  moft  lolid  Foundation  of 
his  real  Glory,  becaufe  by  them  he  formed  the  Happinefs  of 
the  Univcrfe.  His  Reign  was  indeed  fcldom  free  from  War. 
The  Neceflity  of  confirming  a  rifmg  Monarchy  obliged  him 
to  coHtinue  his  Armies,  and  he  willingly  ieized  the  lealt 
Pretext  for  employing  them.  Yet  as  thefe  Wars  were  on 
the  Extremities  of  the  Empire,  Italy,  Rome,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces  enjoyed  the  Bleffings  of  Peace.  Thus 
while  the  Prince  fubdued  the  Enemies  of  the  State  abroad, 
he  made  his  Government  beloved  at~nome,  nor  did  he  ncg- 
led  any  thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  Felicity  of  his 
Subjects.  Never  were  wifer  Laws  cftablifhcd  for  the  Regu- 
lation of  Manners ;  never  was  there  fuch  Expence  in  public 
Ediiices,  or  fuch  Magnificence  in  Shows ;  never  was  Com- 
merce more  liourilhing  ;  n«ver  were  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
greater  Honour.  Thefe  may  not  be  the  molt  dazling  Ac- 
tions, yet  they  give  the  moft  laiting  real  Pleafure  to  the 
Heart  of  a  generous  Prince,  and  moft  powerfully  engage 
the  Affeftions  of  a  People  fcnfible  to  their  own  Happineis. 
Such  are  the  Adions,  that  Horace  celebrates  in  this  Ode, 
which  is  equally  worthy  of  the  Hero  and  of  the  Poet. 

In 


ODE  XV.     T0  AUGUSTUS. 

I  Would  have  fung  of  Battles  dire 
And  mighty  Cities  overthrown, 
When  Phoebus  fmote  me  with  his  Lyre, 
And  warn'd  me  with  an  angry  Tone, 
Not  to  unfold  my  little  Sail,  or  brave 
The  boundlefs  Terrours  of  the  Tyrrhene  Wave. 

Yet 


In  the  latter  End  of  Spring  744,  Auguftus  fhut  the  Temple 
of  Janus  for  the  third  and  laft  time,  which  probably  gave 
Occafion  to  this  Ode.  SAN, 

Verf.  i.  Pbazbus  <vo!entem.~\  Horace  could  not  flatter  Au- 
guftus more  agreeably,  than  by  reprefenting  Apollo  inte- 
refting  himfelf  for  his  Glory,  and  forbidding  the  Poet  to  at- 
tempt his  military  A&ions,  fmce  it  was  impoffible  to  cele- 
brate them  with  a  Dignity  equal  to  the  Subject.  This  Ad- 
drefs  will  appear  more  delicate  and  artful,  if  we  remember 
how  anxious  Auguftus  was,  to  have  it  believed  that  Apollo 
was  his  Father,  and  Protedlor ;  particularly  that  he  fought 
for  him  at  the  Battle  of  Aftium. 

A&ius  h<ec  cerneni  arcum  intendelat  Apollo 

Defuper,  Virg.  SAN.. 

3.  Ne  par<v a  Tyrrhenum. ]  To  attempt  with  his  feeble  Ge- 
nius to  ftng  the  Viftories  of  Auguftus,  is  to  venture  in  a 
little  Bark  on  "abroad,  tempeftuous  Ocean.  The  Metaphor 
is  beautiful ;  the  Sentiment  modeft,  and  the  Compliment 
to  Auguftus  appears  with  equal  Truth  as  Dignity,  for  it  is 
iL  Compliment  paid  by  a  God. 
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Fruges  &  agris  retulit  uberes  ;  5 

Et  figna  noftro  reftituit  Jovi, 
Derepta  Parthorum  fuperbis 

Poftibus  }  &  vacuum  duellis 
Janum  Quirini  claufit  j  &  ordinem 
Rectum  evaganti  fraena  licentiae  xe 

Injecit,  emovitque  culpas, 
Et  veteres  revocavit  artes, 

Per 


6.  Signa  reftituit~\  The  Reader  may  find  an  Account  of 
this  Reduction  of  Parthia  in  the  ninth  Ode  of  the  fecond 
Book  ;  nor  ihould  we  be  furprifed,  that  Horace  numbers  it 
among  the  pacific  A&ions  of  Auguflus,  fince  it  was  ob- 
tained without  Blood.     1  he  fole  Apprehennoii  of  his  Ap- 
proach diiarmed  and  held  in  Obedience  all  the  People  of 
the  Eaft.     Velleius  gives  us  a  glorious  Piclure  of  him,  when 
he  reprefents  him  carrying  round  to  all  the  Nations  upon 
Earth  the  Blefiings  of  his  Peace. 

Kojlro  Jo<vi.  ]  The  Standards,  which  Phraates  refigned  to 
Auguftus,  were  carried  .-.to  the  Capitol.  The  admirable 
Structure  of  this  Edifice ;  thofe  Embellishments,  with  which 
it  was  enriched;  the  Prefents  fent  by  conquered  Provinces, 
and  Kings,  who  were  in  Alliance  with  the  Romans,  ren- 
dered it  one  of  the  mod  auguil  and  magnificent  Buildings 
in  the  World.  It  had  four  Fronts,  each  of  them  two 
hundred  aud  twenty  Foot.  There  were  three  Chappels  in 
the  lower  Part  of  the  Temple  ;  that  of  Jupiter  in  the  mid- 
dle ;  that  of  Minerva  upon  the  Rieht,  and  that  of  Juno  on 
the  left  Side.  SAN. 

7.  Derepta.}  Horace,  in  Compliment  to  Auguftus,  would 
rcprefcnt  thefc  Enfigns,  as  if  they  had  been  torn  from  the 
Parthian  Temples  by  torce  of  Arms  ;  or  perhaps  he  would 
mew,  wiih  how  much  Violence  to  their  own  Inclinations, 
the  Parthians  had  determined  to  refign  thcfe  glorious  Marks 
of  the  Victory  which  they  had  obtained.    Such  is  the  Force 
6f«rrt£te.  DAC. 

9.  'Janum  S^uirini.]  This  Temple  was  built  by  Romulus, 
from  whence  Horace  calls  it  Janum  Quirini.  His  Succeflbr 
Numa  put  two  Gates  to  it,  which  were  flmt  in  Peace  and 
opened  in  War.  They  had  been  twice  (hut  before  the  Time 
of  Auguftus,  and  thrice  during  his  Government.  Virgil  has 

given 


QcL  15.        THE  ODES  OF  HORACE.       *     253 
Yet  will  I  fing  thy  peaceful  Reign, 

Which  crowns  with  Fruits  our  happy  Fields, 
And  rent  from  Parthia's  haughty  Fane 
To  Roman  Jove  his  Eagles  yields ; 
Auguftus  bids  the  Rage  of  War  to  ceafe, 
And  {huts  up  Janus  in  eternal  Peace. 

Reftrain'd  by  Arts  of  ancient  Fame, 
Wild  Licence  walks  at  large  no  more, 

Thofe  Arts,  by  which  the  Latian  Name, 

The  Roman  Strength,  th'  imperial  Power, 
With  awful  Majefty  unbounded  fpread 

To  rifmg  Phoebus  from  his  weftern  Bed. 

While 


given  a  noble  Defcription  of  the  Rage  of  War  fitting  in  his 
Temple,  like  a  Fur)',  upon  an  Heap  of  Arms,  and  bound 
with  Chains  of  Brafs.  Perhaps  there  was  really  a  Statue  of 
this  Kind  placed  in  the  Temple  of  Janus. 

dir<e  ferro  et  compagibus  arflis 

Claudentur  belli  portee  ;  Furor  impius  intut 
Stfuafedens  fuper  arma,  et  centum  vinfius  abenis 
Pojl  tergum  nodis,  f remit  korridus  ore  crutnto. 

The  direful  Portals  of  tumultuous  War 

Shall  then  be  {hut  with  ever-during  Bar  : 

Perch'd  on  fell  Arms,  and  bound  with  Brafs  behind 

An  hundred  Fold  !  fhall  impious  Fury  grind 

His  baleful  Teeth,  and,  through  the  dreary  Dome 

Loud-gnaming,  bathe  his  bloody  Jaws  with  Foam.  D. 

1 1 .  Emovitque  culpasJ]  Is  the  Reading  of  almoft  all  the 
Manufcripts,  and  is  much  ftronger  than  the  common  amo*vit. 
Emovere  properly  fignifies  to  root  out,  to  extirpate.   TORR, 

12.  Veteres  artei  J    Thefe  Arts  are  an  exact  Obfervance 
of  Religion  ;    a  Difcipline  of  Manners ;    the  Culture  of 
Sciences ;  a  Liberty  of  Commerce ;  and  all  the  Virtues, 
which  had  made  the  Romans  Mailers  of  the  World,  and 
which  Auguftus  had  the  Glory  of  rcftoring  to  their  ancient 
Splendour.  TORR* 
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Per  quas  Latinum  nomen  &  Italae 
Crevere  vires,  famaque,  &  imperi 

Porrecla  majeftas  ad  ortum  15 

Soils  ab  Hefperio  cubili. 

Cuftode  rerum  Caefare,  non  furor 
Civilis,  aut  vis  exiget  otium  ; 
Non  ira,  qune  procudit  enfes, 

Et  miferas  inimical  urbes.  :20 

Non  qui  profundum  Danubium  bibunt, 
Edi&a  rumpent  Julia  ;  non  Getae, 
Non  Seres,  infidive  Pcrfae, 

N*on  Tanaim  prope  flumen  ortj. 

Nofquc  &  profeftis  lucibus  &  facris,  fcj 

Inter  jocofi  munera  Liberi, 

Cum  prole  matronifque  noftris, 
Rite  Deos  prius  apprccati, 

Virtutc 


i  5.  Maje/tas.')  The  Romans,  in  that  Spirit  of  Liberty  al- 
molt  peculiar  to  them,  would  not  fufter  the  Name  of  Najejly 
to  be  applied  in  any  other  manner  than  to  the  Dignity  of 
the  People.  Majeftas  tjl  /'/.«  imperio  atque  in  omni  populi  Ro- 
mam  di^nitnte.  CICERO.  They  were  equally  jealous  of  the 
Word  Empire ;  for  all  Power  and  Dominion,  next  to  that 
of  the  immortal  Gods,  was  thought  to-refide  wholly  in  the 
People;  and  a  Crime  againft  their  Majefty  was  efteemcd 
ne.vt  to  that  of  Sacrilege. 

1 7.  Cuflodc  rerun  Crrfare.']  Nothing  can  agree  better  to 
the  Date,  which  we  have  given  to  this  Ode.  In  the  four- 
teenth of  the  third  JJook  the  Poet  fays,  Ego  nee  tutnultum, 
nee  mori  per  vim  iKCtuam,  tenente  C.i  tare  terrtu,  where  we 
find  the  fame  Thought  in  almoft  the  fame  Exprefiion  ;  and 
ns  the  firft  of  thefe  Pieces  was  compofed  upon  the  fecond 
{hatting  the  Temple  of  Janus,  this  feemb  to  have  been 
written  after  the  third.  Upon  each  of  thefe  Occafions  Au- 
guttus  had  fnbdued  all  the  Enemies  of  the  Roman  Empire  ; 
banifticd  the  Alarms  of  War,  and  given  Peace  to  the  Uni- 
verfe.  SAN. 

2  18. 
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While  watchful  Cfcfar  guards  our  Age, 

Nor  civil  Wrath,  nor  loud  Alarms 
Of  foreign  Tumults,  nor  the  Rage, 

That  joys  to  forge  deftruftive  Arms, 
And  ruin'd  Cities  fills  with  hoftile  Woes, 

Shall  e'er  difturb,  O  Rome,  thy  fafe  Repofe. 

^.  ..._....._.     .....  __,,  .  .      /    i 

Nations,  who  quaff  the  rapid  Stream, 

Where  deep  the  Danube  rolls  his  Wave  5 
The  Parthians,  of  perfidious  Fame, 

The  Getae  fierce,  and  Seres  brave, 
And  they,  on  Tanai's  who  wide  extend, 
Shall  to  the  Julian  Laws  reluctant  bend. 

Our  Wives,  and  Children  {hare  our  Joy, 

With  Bacchus'  jovial  Bleffings  gay  ; 
Thus  we  the  feftal  Hours  employ, 

Thus  grateful  hail  the  bufy  Day ; 
But  firft,  with  folemn  Rites  the  Gods  adore, 
And,  like  our  Sires,  their  facred  Aid  implore  ; 

Then 


1 8.  ExigetJ]  This  is  the  Reading  of  many  excellent  Ma- 
aufcripts,  and  efpecially  of  the  Sholiaft.  Eximet  has  not 
Force  enough  to  anfwer  to  Furor  and  Vis.  BENT.  SAN. 

2O.  Inimicat.~\  Serencfis  dejidits  miferas  urbes  efficit.  This 
is  one  of  the  Words  with  which  Horace  boafted  he  had 
enriched  the  Latin  Tongue  ;  at  lead  it  is  not  found  in  any 
Author  before  his  Time.  DAC. 

25.  NsJ'que  &  prof  eft  is .]  We  have  here  a  beautiful  Oppo- 
fition  between  the  Romans  and  the  Nations  which  they 
had  fubdued.  Thefe  lalt  were  rcftrained  by  Fear  from 
violating  the  Laws  of  Auguflus ;  but  the  Romans  thought 
they  could  not  fufficiently  witnefs  their  Love  and  Gratitude 
to  their  Emperor,  but  by  fmging  his'Praifes  in  their  public 
Feftivals,  and  blefGng  him  in  their  domeftic  Entertainments. 

When 
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Virtute  fun&os,  more  patrum,  duces, 
Lydis  remifto  carmine  tibiis,  30- 

Trojamque,  &  Anchifen,  &  almae 
Progeniem  Veneris  canemus. 


When  we  fee  them  thus  employed  and  furrounded  by  their 
Wives  and  Children,  it  is  a  Pidure  of  Tendernefs  and  Af- 
fection, which  muft  have  been  very  pleafmg  to  Auguftus, 
who  knew  that  the  real  Glory  of  a  Sovereign  confifts  in 
poflelling  the  Hearts  of  his  People.  DAC.  SAN. 

30.  Lyd'n  rtmijlo  carmine  tibiit.]  In  the  Time  of  Terence 
the  Romans  had  Flutes,  which  might  be  properly  called 
Phrygian  and  Lydian.  They  were  different  in  their  Tones 
and  Number  of  Stops.  The  Lydian  had  but  one  Stop,  and 
confequently  was  of  a  deep  Tone  ;  the  Phrygian  had  two, 
which  gave  a  fliriller  Sound,  from  whence  Varro  calls  it 
liqHidam  •vocem.  But  in  the  Time  of  Horace,  all  their  Flute* 
had  many  Stops,  and  they  called  them  Phrygian  or  Lydian, 
according  to  the  Mcafures  in  which  they  played  j  for  what- 
ever Change  was  made  in  the  Inftrument,  they  always  plavcd 
in  the  ancient  Meafures.  Thus  the  fame  Flute  was  called 
Phrygian,  when  they  played  the  Phrygian  Meafure,  and 
Jjecame  Lydian,  when  it  took  the  Lydian  Meafure.  This 
lalt  was  better  fuited  to  the  Voice,  and  as  it  was  of  a  Tone 
more  loud  and  lively,  it  was  proper  for  Mirth  and  Festivals, 
from  whence  Plato  calls  it  'Agpwiar  wpo-ortaor,  a  feftal 
Harmony.  DAC. 

32.  Progeniem  Vtntrii.}  We  may  underftand  thefe  Words 
of  Auguilus  alone.  SA*. 
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Then  vocal,  with  harmonious  Lays, 

To  Lydian  Flutes  of  chearful  Sound, 
Attemper'd  fweetly,  we  (hall  raife 

The  valiant  Deeds  of  Chiefs  renown'd, 
Old  Troy,  Anchifes,  and  the  godlike  Race 
Of  Venus,  blooming  with  immortal  Grace. 


END  of  the  FOURTH  BOOK. 
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Q.  HORATII  FLACCI 

E    P    O    D    O    N 

LIBER. 

EPODE  I.     Ad  MJECENATEM. 

IBIS  Liburnis  inter  alta  navium, 
Amice,  propugnacula, 
Paratus  omne  Czfaris  periculum 

Subire,  Maecenas,  tuo. 

Quid 


It  were  a  Shame  to  repeat  the  Conjectures  of  the  Gram- 
marians upon  the  Meaning  of  the  Word  ERODES,  but 
that  their  Weaknefs  may  convince  us  how  unjullly  the  Tide 
Jiath  been  given  to  this  Book.  Leviafantfunt,  &  bujttf- 
msdi  uf-n:dlo  negolio  reft  Hi  quean!.  MURET.  Some  imagine, 
that  this  fsarn*  was  given  to  the  whole  Book,  becaule  in 
the  firft  ten  Odes  a  Ihorter  Verfc  is  regularly  placed  after  a 
longer.  This  Reafon  would  include  fcveral  other  Odes, 
and  the  third  Book  might  as  jultly  have  been  called  Al- 
caic,  fmce  the  firil  fix  Odes  are  written  in  that  Meafure. 
Others  fay,  that  as  the  Grecian  Ej-o^e  clofed  the  Song,  fo 
in  Latin  Poetry  a  morter  Verfe,  which,  following  a  lon- 
ger, clofes  the  Senfe  and  ends  the  Period,  mould  be  called 
Epode.  Buc  this  is  a  Suppofal  of  what  is  not  true  in  Faft, 
for  the  Senfe  does  not  always  end  with  each  Diftich ;  nor 
indeed  have  the  Latins  an/  juft  Right  to  the  Word.  The 
Grecians  from  whom  they  received  it,  ufed  it  to  fignify  the 
third  and  laft  PJUC  of  au  Ode  divided  into  Strophe,  Anti- 

ftrophc, 
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EPODE  I.     T0  MAECENAS. 

WHILE   you,  Maecenas,  deareft  Friend, 
Would  Casfar's  Perfon  with  your  own  defend, 
And  Antony's  high'tower'd  Fleet, 
With  light,  Liburnian  Gallies  fearlefs  meet, 

What 


ftrophe,  and  Epode  ;  and  fince  the  Latins  have  not  any 
Odes  of  fuch  Form,  they  have  consequently  no  Right  to 
the  Name.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  it  did  not  appear  in 
the  Times  of  pure  Latinity,  and  was  not  introduced  into 
Poetry,  until  the  third  Century,  which  are  not  Reafons  fuf- 
ficient  for  continuing  it. 

A  late  Commentator,  who  treats  all  his  Brethren  as  well-  - 
meaning  People,  boni  homines,,  has  found  that  this  Book 
hath  its  Name,  becaufe  it  contains  a  Number  of  lewd,  im- 
modeft  Pieces.  Surely  not  enough  to  give  it  fuch  an  infa- 
mous Title.  The  belt  Account  of  the  Difpute  feems  to  be, 
that  thefe  Odes  were  collected  after  our  Poet's  Death,  and 
being  added  to  thofe,  which  he  himfelf  had  publiflied, 
were  called  Epodes,  or,  The  Book  after  the  Odes.  From 
hence  we  may  conclude,  that  fome  of  them  pofiibly  were 
not  written  by  our  Poet,  fince  they  are  greatly  unworthy 
of  his  Reputation  j  or  at  leaft,  that  he  would  never  have 
S  2  jsubliflied 
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Quid  nos  ?  quibus  te  vita  fit  fuperftite  5 

Jucunda;  fi  contra,  grayis  : 
Utrumne  jufli  perfequemur  otium 

Non  dulce,  ni  tecum  fimul  ? 
An  hunc  laborem  mente  laturi,  decet 

Qua  ferre  non  molles  viros  ?  20 

Feremus  :  &  te,  vel  per  Alpium  juga, 

Inhofpitalem  &  Caucafum, 
Vel  Occidentis  ufque  ad  ukimum  finum 

Forti  fequemur  pe&ore. 

Roges, 


publifhed  them  Ilim.felf.  Murnius  a,fl'ure<  us,  he  had  feen 
an  ancient  Manufcript,  \\hich  called"  this  Book,  QUINTUS 
ODARUM.  LIRER,  The  fifth  jfcok  of  the, Odes.  - 

.Verf.'i.  His.}  As  foon  as  M;ecenas  had  received  Orders 
to  hold  hhrfelf  in  Rcadinefs  to  go  aboard  the  Fleet  of 
Odavius,  He  imparted  the  News  to  Horace,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  declared  to  him,  that  he  would  not  permit  him 
to  make  this  "Voyage  \vfth  him.  This  Declaration  mom - 
fled  oar  I'oet,  who  had  attended  him  to  the  Sicilian  Wars 
againft  Pompey,  and  would  have  gladly  mared  the  fame 
Dangers  with  him  in  an  Action,  which  had  fixed  the  At- 
tention of  the  whole  World,  and  which  was  to  give  a 
Mailer  to  the  Roman  Empire.  Maecenas  probably  wai  un- 
willing to  expofc  his  Favourite's  Life  ;  or  perhaps  he  was 
afraid,  the  Fatigues  of  the  Voyage  and  the  War  might 
impair  his  Health,  which  was  very  delicate. 

This  Ode  was  written  in  723,  and  it  fhews,  through  the 
Whole,  a  difmterelled  Affection  and  Gratitude.  SAN. 

Liburnis.']  Plutarch,  fpeaking  of  this  Battle,  fays,  that 
when  one  of  Antony's  Ships  was  furrounded  by  four  or  five 
Liburnian  Gallics,  it  looked  like  an  AfTault  of  a  Town. 
Floras  defcribing  the  Veffels  of  Antony,  fays,  that  they 
hid  from  fix  to  nine  Rowers  to  every  Oar  j  that  they  car- 
ried Towers  and  Bridges  of  fuch  prodigious  Height,  as  to 
Ibok  like  Caftles  and  Towns ;  that  the  Seas  groaned  be- 
neath their  Weigh^  and  the  Winds  laboured  to  pufh  them 
forward.  Horace  calls  thefe  Towers,  Propugnacula  navium, 
and  Virgil  calls  the  VcfleL,  which  bore  them,  Twites  fuf- 
fcft  Towered  Ships.  2 
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What  fhall  forfaken  ferace  do, 
Whofe  every  Joy  of  Life  depends  on  You  ? 

With  Thee,  'tis  Happinefs  to  live, 
And  Life,  without  Thee,  can  noPleafure  give. 

Shall  I  th'  unkind  Command  obey, 
And  idly  wafte  my  joylefs  Hours  awayj 

Or,  as  becomes  the  Brave,  embrace 
The  glorious  Toil,  and  fpurn  the  Thoughts  of  Peace? 

I  will  ;  and  over  Alpine  Snow, 
Or  favage  Caucafus  intrepid  go  ; 

Or  follow,  with  undaunted  Breaft, 
Thy  dreadful  Warfare  Co  the  fartheft  Weft. 
_  _  _  You 

ce^   Horace  had  been  eight  Years  a  Favourite  and 
2S'  haVfng  bCen  Prefented  to  him  i«  "he 
We  are  not 


*  neA"ars'        e  are  not  m«ch  acquained 

with  iMascenas  under  a  military  Charafter,  but  he  Lm  to 
have  fuffered  unjuftly  in  that  Refpeft.  The  Battle  of  4f 
urn  was  the  fixthm  which  he  fought  for  Oaavk°  in  the 
Spaceof  twelve  \ears;  and  fince  Horace  had  affilted  Fn 
two  of  thele  Aclions,  he  could  fpeak  of  his  Patron'  Cou 


7-  Juffi  ptrfequemur   otium^    The  ancient   Coinmen^or 
fays,  that  Augullus  himfelf  had  commanded  Horace  S  to 
follow  him  to  this  War,  and  that  the  Poet  was  the  only  Vr 
fon  excufed  from  making  the  Campaign.     From  whence  he 
got  a  Tradition  fo  particular,  is  hard  to  tell,  but  probably 

C      ad 


When 


Po  ons   h        If  SS1     °UraSe'  an 

roet  reckons   himfelf   among  the  molles   <viros, 

as;ne?'^e  ™*«™    uP°n  the  Article   of 
greatsll  Dangers  of  a  military  Life. 
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Roges,  tuum  labore  quid  juvem  meo,  15 

Imbellis  ac  firmus  parum  ? 
Comes  minore  fum  futurus  in  metu, 

Qui  major  abfentes  habet : 
Ut  affidens  implumibus  pullis  avis 

Serpentium  allapfus  timet  2d 

Magis  reliefs  ;  non,  ut  adfit,  auxili 

Latura  plus  praefentibus. 
Libenter  hoc  &  omne  militabitur 

Bcllum  in  tuz  fpem  gratiae  : 
Non  ut  juvencis  illigata  pluribus  25 

Aratra  nitantur  mea  ; 
Pecufve  Calabris  ante  fidus  fen'idum 

Lucana  mutet  pafcuis : 
Nee  ut  fuperni  villa  candcns  Tufculi 

Circaea  tangat  mcenia.  30 

Satis 


19.  Ut  ajfideni  pullis  avis.]  Is  not  a  Bird  aftually  fitting  on 
her  Young,  as  Scaliger  and  fome  other  Critics  underftand 
it,  but  a  Bird  that  has  Young,  for  whom  She  is  more 
alarmed,  when  ihe  leaves  vhem,  than  when  She  is  with 
them  in  their  Neft.  DAC. 

21.  Ut  adfit  ]  Although  She  were  willing  and  earneft  to 
afiiii  them.  <%uc.mvis  parata  fit  ad  ferendam  opem.  The 
Poets  frequently  ufe  the  Vero  adejjt  in  this  Senfe.  Mr. 
Dacier  conftrues  it,  ^uawvij  prtrfer.i  Jft,  and  thinks  it  a 
poetical  Pleonafm.  SAN. 

26.  Aratra  nitantur  mca.]  The  Conftrudion  is  reverfed,  IV 
araira  illigata  nitantur  ]>luri!-us  juvenrii,  for  Ut  plures  juvenci 
arairis  illigati  nitar.tur.  The  Verb  ttiti  fignifics,  to  exert 
our  whole  Strength,  and  ftrongly  marks  the  very  painful 
l-abour  of  Tillage.  Cr.ro^ 

.     27.  Ptcufrt  Cdalrit.'}  The  v.-cal:hier  Romans  had  diffe- 
rent 
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You  afk,  what  Aid  can  I  afford, 
A  puny  Warrior  j  Novice  to  the  Sword  ; 

Abfence,  my  Lord,  increafes  Fear ; 
The  Danger  leffens  when  the  Friend  is  near  ; 

Thus,  if  the  Mother-Bird  forfake 
Her  unfledg'd  Young,  fhe  dreads  the  gliding  Snake, 

With  deeper  Agonies  afraid, 
Not  that  her  Prefence  could  afford  them  Aid. 

With  chearful  Heart  will  I  fuftain, 
To  purchafe  your  Efteem,  this  dread  Campaign, 

Not  that  my  Plows,  with  heavier  Toil, 
Or  with  a  larger  Team,  may  turn  my  Soil  i 

Not  that  my  Flocks,  when  Sirius  reigns, 
May  browze  the  Verdure  of  Lucania's  Plains  ; 

Not  that  my  Villa  fhall  extend 
To  where  the  Walls  of  Tufculum  afcend. 

Thy 


rent  Failures  for  Summer  and  Winter.  The  poorer  Sort 
fent  their  Flocks  into  the  public  Failures,  paying  a  certain 
Rent  to  the  Farmers  of  the  Revenues.  Thus  Calabria  was 
chofen  for  its  Warmth  and  Temperature  in  Winter ;  and 
Lucania  for  its  Coolnefs  and  Verdure  in  Summer,  occa- 
fioned  by  its  Mountains.  But  the  Difficulty  of  the  Sen- 
tence depends  upon  the  Conftruftion,  which  muft  be  di- 
reflly  contrary  to  the  Poet's  Arrangement  of  the  Words  ; 
mutat  Lucana  Calabris  pafeuis  for  mutat  Calabra  pafcua  Lu- 
canis.  In  the  fame  Manner  in  the  firft  Book,  mutai  Lucre, 
tilem  Lyc&o,  for  mutat  Lyceum  Lucretili.  AnciEMT.  SCHOL. 

29.  Neque  ut  fuperni,  &C.J  Neque  ut  cartdens  'villa  tangat 
Circ&a  Tufculi  mania  is  the  Conftru&ion  of  thefe  two  Lines. 
Our  Poet's  Villa  was  more  than  five  and  twenty  Miles  from 
Tufculum,  which  was  founded  by  Telegonus,  the  Son  of 
Ulyfles  and  Circe,  from  whence  its  Walls  are  called  Cir- 
csan.  SAN. 

84 


264        Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 

Satis  fuperque  me  bentgnitas  tua 

Ditavit :  baud  paravcro, 
Quod  aut,  avarus  ut  Chremes,  terra  premam  ; 

Difcinchis  aut  perdam  ut  nepos. 

EPODE 


33.  l^uod  auf  ararus.]  Horace  hath  learned  Content  from 
his  Epicurean  Philofophy,  and  he  was  too  honeft  a  Man  to 
be  either  prodigal  or  avaricious. 

34.  DiJciaZus   refos.']    As   Grand -Children    a.re    ufually 
treated  by  their  Grand-Fathers  with  too  indulgent  a  Fond- 
nefs,  they  frequently  become  Rakes  and  Prodigals ;  from 
whence  the  Word  Nepot  came  to  fignify  aay  you,ag  ftjlan  of 
a  vicious  anu  irregular  Life.     Horace  adds   an    Epithet, 
which  determines  the'  Meaning.     The  Romans  u fed  to  col- 
lecl  their  Robes  with  a  Girdle  upon  any  Occafion,  which 
required  Aftion ;  and  not  to  ufc   this  Girdle,  or  to  wear 
their  Robes  loofe  and    flowing,  was  efteemed  a  Mark  of 
Luxury  and  Effeminacy.  ANCIENT.  SCHOL. 

Mr.  Sanadon  remarks,  that  the  Poet  ought  to  have  va- 
ried his  Expreffion  in  the  latter  F*art  of  this  Ode,  and  par- 
ticularly that  he  hath  ufed  the  Word  Ut  fix  Times  without 
either  Beauty  or  Neceffity. 
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Thy  Bounty  largely  hath  fupplied, 
Even  with  a  lavifh  Hand,  my  utmoft  Pride  5 

Nor  will  I  meanly  wifh  for  more, 
Taftelefs  in  Earth  to  hide  the  fordid  Store, 

Like  the  old  Mifer  in  the  Play, 
Or  like  a  Rake  to  fquander  it  away. 


266 


EPODE  II.     VITJE  RUSTICS  LAUDES. 

BE  AT  US  ille,  qui  procul  n«gotiis, 
Ut  prifca  gens  mortalium, 
Paterna  rura  bobus  exercet  fuis, 
Solutus  omni  foenore : 

Nee 


The  Satire  of  this  Ode  is  of  a  particular  Chara&er.  We 
do  not  find  in  it  any  of  thofc  bloody  Strokes,  which  are  not 
aimed  with  an  Intention  to  wound,  but  to  mangle  and  de- 
flroy.  The  Cenfure  here  is  delicate,  and  corredls  with  De- 
cency and  Good-humour.  The  Poet,  to  (hew  with  how 
much  Difficulty  a  Mifer  can  difengage  himfelf  from  his 
Love  of  Riches,  fuppofes  that  an  Ufurer,  who  is  perfuaded 
of  the  Happinefs  and  Tranquility  of  a  Country-Life,  hath 
formed  a  Defign  of  retiring  into  the  Country,  and  re- 
nouncing his  unworthy  Trafhck.  He  calls  in  his  Money, 
breaks  through  all  Engagements,  and  is  ready  to  depart, 
when  his  favourite  Pafiion  crolles  his  Paffage,  and  fubdues 
him  at  the  firft  Aflault.  Thcfe  Reflections  fo  natural,  thefc 
Projects  fo  reafonable,  thefe  Ideas  fo  flattering,  of  a  pure 
and  conftant  Felicity,  vaniih  at  once,  and  the  Ufurer  be- 
comes again  enflaved  to  a  miferable  Avarice.  The  Poet's 
.Art  is  admirable.  He  leaves  his  Reader  to  find  the  Moral, 
xvhich  naturally  rifes  from  the  Tale  he  relates  ;  nor  does  he 
difcover  the  Pe'rfon,  who  fpeaks,  until  the  End  of  the  Ode. 
A  Length  of  pleafing  Scenes,  where  Nature  appears  in  her 
rural  Simplicity,  yet  without  any  thing  ruftic,  amufes  the 
Imagination,  and  condufts  it  inlenfibly  to  an  unexpected 
Conclusion  of  the  Piece.  In  no  other  Ode  hath  Horace 

preferved 


EPODE  II.    THE  PRAISES  OF  A  COUNTRY- 
LIFE. 

LIKE  the  firft  Mortals  bleft  is  He, 
From  Debts,  and  Mortgages,  and  Bufinefs  free, 
With  his  own  Team  who  plows  the  Soil, 
Which  grateful  once  confefs'd  his  Father's  Toil. 

The 


preferved  a  greater  Elegance  of  Expreffion,  Harmony  of 
Numbers,  and  Eafinefs  of  Conftrudlion. 

Verf.  2.  Uf  prifca  gens  mart a/turn.']  The  firft  Race  of 
Mankind  were  either  Labourers  or  Shepherds ;  but  perhaps 
the  Poet  does  not  mean  an  Antiquity  fo  diftant,  and  rather 
fpeaks  of  the  ancient  Romans,  fuch  as  Cincinnatus  Fabricius, 
who  cultivated  their  own  Lands.  The  greateft  Praife,  which 
could  then  be  given  to  a  Roman,  was  to  call  him  a  good 
Farmer  ;  but  to  diftinguim  him  from  the  Perfon,  who  paid 
Rent  for  the  public  Demaine,  the  Poet  fays,  he  cultivates 
his  own  paternal  Eftate.  DAC. 

4.  So/utus  omni  fcenore.  A  Perfon  free  from  all  Kinds  of 
Ufuty  ;  <u>bo  neither  lends  nor  borrows.  The  ancient  Romans 
thought  an  Ufurer  fo  much  a  more  dangerous  Member  of 
Society,  than  a  Thief,  that  he  was  condemned  to  a  double 
Punifhment.  One  of  the  Laws  of  the  twelve  Tables  forbad 
a  greater  Intereft  than  one  per  Cent,  but  this  Intereit  was 
only  for  a  Month,  and  was  equal  to  twelve  per  Cent,  with 


2~6S       Q^  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON        Lib. 
Nee  excitatur  claflico  miles  truci, 

Nee  horret  iratum  mare  ; 
Forumque  vitat,  &  fuperba  civium 

Potentiorum  Jimina. 
Ergo  aut  adulta  vitium  propaglne 

Altas  maritat  populos  j 
Inutilefve  falce  ramos  amputans, 

Feliciores  inferit ; 
Aut  in  reduda  valle  mugientium 

Profpeclat  errantes  greges ; 
Aut  prefla  puris  mella  condit  amphoris  }  ,5 

Aut  tondet  infirmas  oves. 

VeL 


lenhbly  the  Difficulties  of  his  own  Profeffion      He  h-ith  al 
Mercena^          '      d  a  Coartler  »  a'^»g,  flattering  fcn-ile 


thlthemJv,1,vc-the"w'ft"wn"lrCp,itS 

Kits 
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The  Sounds  of  War  nor  break  his  Sleep, 
Nor  the  rough  Storm,  that  harrows  up  the  Deep  ; 

He  fhuns  the  Courtier's  haughty  Doors, 
And  the  loud  Science  of  the  Bar  abjures. 

Sometimes  his  marriageble  Vines 
Around  the  lofty  Bridegroom  Elm  he  twines, 

Or  lops  the  vagrant  Boughs  away, 
Ingrafting  better  as  the  old  decay  ; 

Or  in  the  lengthening  Vale  furveys 
His  lowing  Herds,  fafe-wandering  as  they  graze ; 

Or  careful  ftores  the  flowing  Gold, 
Preft  from  the  Hive,  or  fheers  his  tender  Fold  ; 

Or 


tells  us,  high  Trees  give  a  richer  Wine,  and  lower  Trees  a 
greater  Quantity.  Raife  your  Vines  as  high  as  poffible, 
lays  Cato,  Quam  altffimam  <vineam  fadto  ;  and  Varro  gives 
a  Reafon  for  the  Precept :  A  Vine,  when  in  its  Growth, 
does  not  require  Water,  as  it  does  when  in  the  Cup,  but 
Warmth  and  Sun.  Cyneas,  alluding  to  thefe  Trees,  plea- 
fantly  faid  of  a  bad  Wine,  that  its  Mother  was  very  juftly 
hanged  upon  fo  high  a  Gibbet.  Merita  tnatrem  ejus  pendere 
in  tarn  a/fa  cruce.  DAC. 

1 1 .  Inutilefvc.']  Thefe  two  Verfes,  which  are  placed  in 
many  Editions  after  the  following  Diftich,  are  here  reftored 
to  their  natural  Order.  Such  Disorders  are  frequent  in  the 
Manufcripts,  and  the  Correction  hath  been  received  by 
ahnoft  all  the  raoft  learned  Editors  of  our  Author,  except 
Doctor  Bentley. 

16.  Aut  tondet  injirmas  oves."]  Infirmas  does  not  fignify 
difeafed  or  fickly,  but  naturally  feeble  and  delicate.  For, 
befides  that  it  is  not  cuftomary  to  fheer  a  Sheep,  when  it  is 
difeafed,  fuch  a  Reprefentation  would  fpoii  the  Beauty  of 
this  rural  Picture.  DAC. 


Q-*  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON     .     Lib. 
Vel,  quum  decorum  mitibus  pomis  caput  ' 

Autunmus  an' is  extulit, 
Ut  gaudet  infitiva  decerpens  pyra, 

Certantem  &  uvam  purpurae,  20 

Qua  muneretur  te,  Priape,  &  te  pater 

Silvane,  tutor  finium  ! 
Libet  jacere  modo  fub  antiqua  ilice, 

Modo  in  tenaci  gramine : 
Labuntur  altis  interim  rivis  aquae  ;  25 

Queruntur  in  filvis  aves  ; 
Fontefque  Jymphis  obftrepunt  manantibus, 

Somnos  quod  invitct  leves. 
At  quum  tonantis  annus  hibernus  Jovis 

Imbres  nivefque  comparat ;  30 

Aut  trudit  acres  hinc  &  hinc  multa  cane 

Apros  in  obftantcs  plagas  ; 

Aut 


17.  Decorum  mitibus  pomis.']  Autumn  is  pictured  like  a 
God,  riimg  out  of  the  Earth  crowned  with  all  Kinds  of 
ripe  Fruits.  DAC. 

"19.  Injiti<va.}  There  feems  by  this  Epithet  a  greater 
Plcafure  in  pulling  engrafted  Fruits,  than  thole  of  natural 
Growth,  becaufe  they  are  at  once  the  i  roducc  and  the  Re- 
ward of  Art  and  Labour.  DAC. 

22.  'tutor  Jinium  ]  The  Antients  acknowledged  three  Gods 
whom  they  called  Sylvani,  and  it  may  be  Matter  of  Curio- 
ficy  to  fee  an  ancient  Form  of  Invocation  or  Prayer  to  one 
of  thefe  Deities.  O  Father,  I  entreat  and  conjure  you, 
tiiat  you  will  be  propitious  and  gracious  to  me,  and  to  my 
Houfe  and  Family ;  that  you  will  difperfe,  forbid,  and  re- 
pel all  Maladies  known,  and  unknown,  Barrennefs,  Morta- 
lity, Calamities,  and  Peftilence  ;  that  you  will  give  Increafe 

to 
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Or  when  with  various  Fruits  p'erfpread 
The  mellow  Autumn  lifts  his  beauteous  Head, 

His  grafted  Pears,  or  Grapes  that  vye 
With  the  rich  Purple  of  the  Tyrian  Dye, 

Grateful  he  gathers,  and  repays 
His  Guardian  Gods  on  their  own  feftal  Days. 

Sometimes  beneath  an  ancient  Shade, 
Or  carelefs  on  the  matted  Grafs  he's  laid, 

While  glide  the  Mountain  Streams  along, 
And  Birds  in  Forefts  chaunt  their  plaintive  Song  j 

Murmuring  the  lucid  Fountain  flows, 
And  with  its  Murmurs  courts  him  to  Repofe. 

But  when  the  Rain  and  Snows  appear, 
And  wintry  Jove  loud  thunders  o'er  the  Year, 

With  Hounds  he  drives  into  the  Toils 
The  foaming  Boar,  and  triumphs  in  his  Spoils : 

Or 


to  my  Fruits,  Corn,  Vines  and  Trees  ;  that  you  will  pre- 
ferve  my  Shepherds  and  their  Flocks,  and  give  Health  and 
Safety  to  us  all. 

27.  Fontefque  lymphis  obftrepttnt .]  This  laft  Word  is  not  to 
be  joined  to  avibvs,  as  if  the  Fountains  made  a  Concert 
with  the  Birds,  but  it  mull  be  applied  to  jacenti,  by  a 
Figure  frequently  ufed  by  our  Poet.  Fontes  objJrepunt  quod 
ir.<uitet  fornnos,  for  Fo fifes  edunt  Jlrepitum,  qui  fomnos  concllitt. 
Thefe  two  Ideas  feem  perfe&ly  oppofite,  for  Noifc  naturally 
drives  away  Sleep.  SAN. 

31.  Multd  cane.~\  Singulars  are  always  more  noble,  than 
Plurals  ;  multo  milite,  for  multis  militibus.  When  the  Latins 
fpeak  of  Hunting-Dogs,  they  generally  ufe  Cam's  in  the 
Jbcminine  Gender.  TORR. 


272        Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON        Lib. 
Aut  amite  levi  rara  tendit  retia, 

Turdis  edacibus  dolos ; 
Pavidumve  leporem,  &  advenam  laqueo  gruerh,       35 

Jucunda  captat  praemia. 
Quis  non  malarum,  quas  amor  curas  habct, 

Haec  inter  oblivifcitur  ? 
Quod  fi  pudica  mulier  in  partem  juvans 

Domum  atque  dulces  liberos  4.0 

(Sabina  qualis,  aut  perufta  folibus 

Pernicis  uxor  Appuli) 
Sacrurrt  vetuftis  exftruat  lignis  focum, 

Laffi  fub  adventum  viri  ; 
Claudenfque  textis  cratibus  lattum  peetfcj  45 

Diftcnta  ficcof  ubera  ; 
Et  horna  dulci  vina  promens  dolin, 

Dapcs  inemtas  apparet  \ 
Non  me  Lucrina  juverint  conchylia, 

Magifve  rhombus,  aut  fcari,  ,  50 

Si  quos  Eois  intonata  flu£libus 

Hiems  ad  hoc  vertat  mare  : 

Non 


35.  £/  adienam  gritem."]  Cranes  came  to  Italy  and  Greece 
in  Winter  for  the  Warmth  of  the  Climate  ;  from  whence 
Pliny  calls  them  Hyemis  advtnas,  the  Strangers  of  Winter 

LAMB. 

3g.  Juvans]  This  Correction  has  the  Authority  of  an 
ancient  Manufcript,  and  has  been  received  by  feveral  Edi- 
tors. The  Thought  is  better  followed,  and  the  Conftrudlion 
more  eafy.  They,  who  readyaarr,  ought  to  add  &?  in  the 
forty -third  Line,  facrum  Cif  <vetuj!is. 

41.  Saiiiia  qualis.]  The  Sabines  poflefled  the  middle  of 
Italy.  They  were  a  frugal  and  laborious  Pceple.  Their 
Wives  were  remarkable  for  ChaAity  and  Modefty  j  domeftic 
Houfewifery,  and  conjugal  Fidelity.  CRUO^ 

43.  Sacrum  vttufij  extruat  ]  The  Conftrudlion  is  reverfed ; 
Extruere  lignis  fu(umt  for  extruere  ligna  in  face,  or  fufcr 

fact. 
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Or  for  voracious  Thrufhes  Jays 
JTis  Nets,  and  with  delufive  Baits  betrays  ; 

Or  artful  fets  the  fpringing  Snare, 
To  catch  the  ftranger  Crane,  or  timorous  Hare. 

Thus  happy,  who  would  ftoop  to  prove 
The  Pains,  the  Wrongs,  and  injuries  of  Love  ? 

But  if  a  chafte  and  virtuous  Wife 
Aflift  him  in  the  tender  Cares  of  Life, 

Of  Sun-burnt  Charms,  but  honeft  Fame 
(Such  as  the  Sabine,  or  Apulian  Dame) 

If,  ere  her  wearied  Spoufe  return  > 
The  facred  Fire  with  good  old  Timber  burn  5 

Or  if  {he  milk  her  fwelling  Kine, 
Or  in  their  Felds  his  happy  Flocks  confine  ; 

^f  unbought  Dainties  crown  their  Feaft, 
And  lufcious  Wines  from  this  Year's  Vintage  preft  j 

No  more  (hall   curious  Oyfters  pleafe, 
Or  Fifh,  the  Luxury  of  foreign  Seas, 

When  Eaftern  Tempefls,  thundering  o'er 
The  wintry  Wave,  (hall  drive  them  to  our  Shore  ; 

Nor 


^f>>ro.  This  Fire  was  called  facred,  becaufe  it  was  confe- 
crated  to  Vefta  and  the  Houmold  Gods,  whofe  Statues 
were  placed  round  it.  CRUQ^ 

47.  Horna.]  Wine  of  one  Year  old  feems  excellent  to  this 
frugal  and  laborious  Villager ;  fuch  is  the  Force,  according 
to  the  French  Commentators,  of  dulci  dolio  ;  but  perhaps 
the  Poet  only  means  the  Lufciouinefs  and  Muft  of  new 
Wines. 

49.  Lucrina  lonchylia.'}  Concbylia  is  a  general  Word  for 
all  Kinds  of  Shell-Fiui.  The  Romans  at  firft  loved  the 
Oyfters  of  the  Lucrine  Lake  ;  afterwards  they  preferred 
thofe  of  Brundufium  and  Tarentum  ;  at  length  all  others 
Were  infipid  to  them  except  thofe  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

VOL.  II.  T  A3 


274       Q^HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 
Non  Afra  avis  defcendat  in  ventrcm  meum, 

Non  attagen  lonius 
Jucundior,  quam  lecla  de  pinguiffimis  55 

Oliva  ramis  arborum, 
Aut  herba  lapathi  prata  amantis,  &  gravi 

Malvse  falubres  corpori, 
Vel  agna  feftis  caefa  Tcrmiiialibus, 

Vel  hoedus  ereptus  lupo.  60 

Has  inter  epulas,  ut  juvat  paftas  oves 

Videre  properantcs  domum  ! 
Videre  fcflbs  vomercm  inverfutn  boves 

Collo  trahentes  languido ; 
Pofitofquc  vernas,  ditii  cxamen  domus,  65 

Circum  rcnidentes  Lares  ! 


As  thefe  Expences  became  exceflive,  the  Ccnfors  were  ob- 
liged to  forbid  cither  Fowl  or  Shell-fifh.  to  be  brought  from 
Countries  fo  diilant.  DAC. 

50.  Rhombus.]  We  cannot  with  Certainty  determine 
what  iheRbombui,  Searut,  or  Attain  were.  Athenzus  tells 
us,  that  the  ttariu  was  tender  and  delicate.  Enoius  wildly 
tails  it  the  Brain  of  Jupiter. 

53.  Defceudat  in  veatrem.]  Is  a  Grecian  Phrafe,  and  was 
probably  much  in  Ule  among  People  of  Luxury.  DAC. 

55.  Lrfla  oli-va.]  Olives  ought  to  be  gathered.  There 
was  an  ancient  Law,  which  forbad  that  the  Tree  ihould  be 
lhakcn,  or  the  Fruit  beaten  down.  O.tatu  tie  Jtringito, 
utvi  werbirato.  DAC. 

50.  Jgnaffjiiscafa  terrninaKbus.^TliePoct  does  not  abfo- 
lutely  mean,  that  his  Farmer  eats  Meat  only  once  in  a  Year, 
on  the  Feilival  of  Terminus,. Celebrated  the  twenty-firft  of 
February;  01  w«cn  a  Kid  was  accidentally  preferved  from 

th« 
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Nor  Wild-Fowl  of  delicious  Tafte, 
From  diftant  Climates  brought  to  crown  the  Feaft, 

Shall  e'er  fo  grateful  prove  to  me, 
As  Olives  gather'd  from  their  unctuous  Tree, 

Or  Herbs  that  love  the  flowery  Field, 
And  chearful  Health  with  pure  Digeftion  yield  ; 

Or  Fading  on  the  feftal  Day, 
Or  Kid  juft  refcued  from  fome  Beaft  of  Prey. 

Amid  the  Feaft  how  joys  he  to  behold 
His  well-fed  Flocks  home  hafting  to  their  Fold  ! 

Or  fee  his  labour'd  Oxen  bow 
Their  languid  Necks,  and  drag  th'  inverted  Plow, 

At  Night  his  numerous  Slaves  to  view 
Round  his  domeftic  Gods  their  Mirth  purfue  ! 

The 


the  Wolf.     He  would  only  defcribe  in  general  the  Fruga- 
lity of  his  Table.  TORR. 

66.  Circurn  renidentes   LaresJ]  The  Lares  are  in  poetical 
Language  not  unjuftly  ufed  for  the  Fire,  round  which  their 
Statues   were   placed  ;    and   they  are  reprefented   fmiling, 
(renidentes  perhaps  fignifying  ridentes)  and  rejoicing  to  fee 
themfelves  furrounded  by  lo  numerous  a  Family.          SAN. 

67.  Heec  ut  locutus.']    Until   thefe  Words,    the  Reader 
imagines  that  Horace  himfelf  fpeaks,  and    probably  thefe 
were  his  own  Sentiments ;  but  by  giving  them  to  this  Ulu- 
rer,  he  furpriies  his  Reader  agreeably,  and  mews  the  whole 
Ode  in  a  pleaimg  and  ftronger  Light.     Columella  mentions 
Alphius,  as  a  remarkable  Ufurer,  vvhofe   favourite  Maxim 
was,  that  the  belt  Debts  become  bad,  when  we  fuffer  them 
to  reft.  DAC. 


T  2 


Q.  HORATII  FiACCi  tpODoif         Lib. 

Haec  ut  locutus  fcenerator  Alphius, 

Jam  jam  futurus  rufliciis, 
Omncm  rclegit  Idibus  pccuiii.im  ;    , 

Quoeri't  Ciuendis  ponore.  7$ 


69.  r.f'e^'t -Ml'tit  fffiiuJaf: "]  Mr.  ]"«*x::er  nnderftands  by 
this  I" a/Inge,  t!)at  when  Alphim  \\Ar\  cnlTcil  in  his  Money  on 
the  Itle«.  or  '^ftcendi  -{Jay  of  the  Month,  he  put  it  out  fa 
Jntertrt  again  imntcdiatciy;  pnd  that  he.  was  not  lucb  an 
ignor:int  Ufurer  as  to  let  his  Money  lie  ufclcfs  to  the  fend 
of  the  Month.  I5at  this  Explaration,  fays  Mr,  S^padon. 
ofrcr?  Violence  to  the  Text,  and  if  it  v/erf,  the  .Scntirnent 
of  Horace,  h;  otrfcht  to  h.irp  cxprcfftd  'it  otherwrfe.  The 
Coniaaaioais  tUei;une  in  rcitgii  lH'l>u-t  as  in  point  (.alendi^ ; 
if  therefore  the  fir!'  i- .\r*reflion  mean,  that  Alphius  called 
in  his  Mono  wpoii  the  liicv.  th«-  ii-roud  ought  to  fignify 
that  IK-  did  not  give  ir  f».:t  it  Inttrul  until  the  L'alendb  Ibl- 
lowii.g. 


Epod.  2.      THE  EPODES  OF  HORACE.          277 
The  Ufurer  fpoke  ;  determin'd  to  begin, 

A  Country-Life,  he  caUs.his  Money  in, 
But,  ere  the  Moon  was  in.  her  Wane, 

The  Wretch  had  put  it  out  to.Ule  again. 


EPODE  II.     Ad  MJECENATEM. 

PARENTIS  olim  fi  quis  impia  manu 
Senile  guttur  fregerit  ; 
Edit  cicutis  allium  nocentius. 

O  dura  meflbrum  ilia  ! 
Quid  hoc  veneni  faevit  in  praccordiis  ? 

Num  viperinus  his  cruor 
Incodus  herbis  me  fefellit  ?  an  malas 
Canidia  traftavit  dapes  ? 


Ut 


Horace,  when  he  fupped  with  Maecenas,  had  eaten  Gar- 
lick,  which  made  him  violently  fick,  and  here  he  takes  his 
full  Revenge  on  the  wicked  Weed.  It  is  reprelented  as  a 
fufficient  Punifhment  for  the  blacked  Crimes.  It  is  always 
predominant  in  the  ftrongeft  Poifons,  and  no  Fires  cither 
natural  or  artificial  have  any  Thing  fo  burning.  The 
Verfes  of  this  Ode  are  full  of  Force,  and  their  Cadence 
approaches  nearly  to  that  of  Iambics  in  Tragedy.  SAN. 

Verf.  i.  O/r'w/.J  This  Word  is  taken  indifferently  either 
for  the  Paft  or  Future.  The  latter  Senfe  feenis  more  natu- 
ral here.  SAN. 

2.  Senile  gutter."]  This  Epithet  augments  the  Cruelty   of 
the  Aftion.  To  murder  a  Father  is  a  moft  unnatural  Crime ; 
but  to  morten  thofe  Days,  by  a  violent  Death,  which  loon 
muft  end  by  the  regular  Courfe  of  Nature,  is  a  Deed  full  of 
Horjrours  TORR.  SAN. 

3.  Edit."]  The  Antients   ufed  edim  for  eJata,  as  duim  for 
Jem.     Thus  we  form  the  Verbs,  velim,  Km,  faxim.     How- 
ever,   Mr.  Sanadon   thinks   it  an  obfolete  Word,  and  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  Genius  of  Horace  ;  yet  Horace  ufes  it  a- 
gain  in  the  eighth  Satire  of  the  feconil  Book,  even  in  Mr, 
Sanadon's  Edition,  ^uamji  cum  lumb'u  yuh  edit.  In  the  pre- 
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EPODE  III.     70  MAECENAS. 

IF  Parricide  ever,  in  Horrours  moft  dire, 
With  impious  right  Hand  mall  ftrangle  his  Sire, 
On  Garlick,  than  Hemlock  more  rank,  let  Him  feed  : 
O  Stomachs  of  Mowers  to  digeft  fuch  a  Weed  ! 
W^hat  Poifon  is  this  in  my  Bofom  fo  glowing  ? 
Have  I  fwallow'd  the  Gore  of  a  Viper  unknowing  ? 
Canidia  perhaps  hath  handled  the  Feaft, 
And  with  Witchery  hellifh  the  Banquet  hath  dreft. 

With 


fent  Paflage  the  Critic  would  have  us  read  edat,  which  he 
tells  jis  is  the  Reading  of  Lambinus  and  Cruquius  ;  although 
both  thefe  Commentators  not  only  read  edit  in  the  Text, 
but  fupport  it  in  their  Notes. 

This  Miftake  is  not  mentioned  here  with  Defign  to  in- 
jure Mr.  Sanadon's  very  juft  Reputation,  or  in  any  mean 
Sufpicion  of  his  Veracity  ;  but  to  convince  us,  that  we 
ought  willingly  to  pardon  the  Faults  of  meaner  Authors, 
when  fo  judicious  and  accurate  a  Writer  could  commit  iuch 
an  apparent  Miftake.  This  alone  is  the  Ufe  we  ought  to 
make  of  the  Faults  of  others. 

8.  Canidia]  The  old  Commentator  fays,  Canidia  is  a 
fuppofed  Name,  and  that  Horace  means  a  Woman  of  Na- 
ples called  Gratidia,  famous  for  Drugs  and  Poifons.  His 
Aflertion  is  founded  upon  a  Law  of  the  twelve  Tables, 
which  forbad,  that  any  Perfon  mould  be  mentioned  by  their 
Names  in  a  fatirical  Writing.  But  this  does  not  feem  a 
fufficient  Proof,  fmce  Horace  himfelf  tells  us,  that  me  was 
the  Daughter  of  Albutius,  as  if  he  were  afraid  She  might 
not  be  fuflicientlv  known  by -her  own  Name.  DAC. 
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Ut  Argonautas  praeter  omnes  candidum 

Medea  mirata  eft  ducem,  10 

Ignota  tauris  illigaturum  juga, 

Perunxit  hoc  lafonem  : 
Hoc  delibutis  ulta  donis  pcllicem, 

Serpente  fugit  alite. 
Nee  tantus  unquam  iiderum  infedit  vapor  15 

Siticulofse  Apuliae  : 
Nee  munus  humeris  efficacis  Herculis 

Inarfit  aeftuofms. 
At,  fi  quid  unquam  tale  concupiveris, 

Jocofe  Maecenas,  precor  20 

Manum  puella  fuavio  opponat  tuo, 

Extrema  &  in  fponda  cubet. 

ERODE 


12.  Perunxit.]  Here  Scaliger  afks  how  fuch  different  Ef- 
fefts  could  proceed  from  the  fame  Caufe  :  How  Garlick 
fhould  be  a  Prefer/ativc  to  Jafon  when  he  went  to  tame  the 
Bulb,  which  breathed  Fire,  and  whofe  Feet  were  armed 
with  Erafs,  fmce  in  the  next  Verfc  it  proves  fatal  to  the 
Daughter  of  Creon.  when  the  Crown  and  nuptial  Robe, 
fent  to  her  by  Medea,  fet  her  on  Fire.  This  Objection  is 
more  plaufible  than  jurt,  for  Horace  muft  neceflarily  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Witch  gave  her  Lover  an  Antidote  againft 
Garlick  in  this  perilous  Adventure :  Or  perhaps  the  Poet 
would  in  this  Inftance  prove  the  Strength  of  it,  sa>  he  after- 
wards defcribes  its  violent  Heat  by  the  following  Compari- 
fons. 

17.  Munus  humeris  rjf.cacis  Hercu/is.~\  This  Gift  was  the 
Robe  which  Dejanira  fent  to  Hercules,  after  having  dipped 
it  into  the  Blood  of  Nefius  ;  and  the  Epithet  given  to  Her- 
cules (hews  thofe.  hardy  linttrpriies,  which  he  had  under^ 
taken  and  executed  in  the  Courfe  of  his  twelve  Labours. 

1 8  s€jivcfius .]  Mr.  Dacier  think?  it  probable  that  thefe 
Robes  were  befmeared  with  a  liquid  Bitumen,  called  Naph- 
tha ;  of  fo  fubtle  a  Nature,  that  it  is  innammable  by  the 
Ifaft  Degree  of  Heat.  Alexander  made  Trial  of  it  upon  a 
Jioy,  who  was  almoft  deftroyed  by  the  Experiment. 
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With  this  did  Medea  her  Lover  befmear, 
Young  Jafon,  beyond  all  his  Argonauts  fatr ; 
The  Stench  was  fo  ftrong,  that  it  tam'd  to  the  Yoke 
The  Brafs-footed  Bulls  breathing  Fire  and  Smoke. 
On  the  Gown  of  Creufa  its  Juices  She  fhed, 
Then  on  her  wing'd  Chariot  in  Triumph  me  fled. 
Not  fuch  the  ftrong  Vapour,  that  burns  up  the  Plains, 
When  the  Dog-ftar  in  Anger  triumphantly  reigns ; 
"Not  the  Shirt  of  Alcides,  that  well-labour'd  Soldier, 
With  Flames  more  envenom'd  burn'd  into  his  Shoulder, 

May  the  Girl  of  your  Heart,  if  ever  You  tafte. 
Facetious  Maecenas,  fo  baleful  a  Feaft, 
Her  Hand  o'er  your  Rifles,  Oh,  may  She  befpread, 
And  lie  afar  off  on  the  Stock  of  the  Bed. 
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E  P  O  D  E       IV. 

L  UP  IS  &  agnis  quanta  fortito  obtigit, 
Tecum  mihi  difcordia  eft, 
Ibericis  peruftc  funibus  latus, 
Et  crura  dura  compede. 

Licet 


The  Efteem  or  Hatred  of  an  excellent  Poet  mould  not  be 
indifferent  to  Peribns  who  value  their  Reputation  ;  for  with 
the  fame  Pen  he  immortalizes  the  Hero's  Glory,  and  the 
Scoundrel's  Infamy.  As  long  as  the  Works  of  Horace  (hall 
fubfiit,  fo  long  (hall  the  Prailes  of  Auguftus,  Maecenas  and 
Agrippa  continue  ;  but  Canidia  (hall  be  known  only  by  her 
Sorceries ;  Masvius  by  his  Naftinefs ;  Caflius  Severus  by  his 
Slanders,  and  Caflius  of  Momentum  by  his  Debaucheries. 
To  thefe  we  might  add  Menas  or  Menodorus,  if  it  were 
certain,  that  he  is  the  Perfon  aimed  at  in  this  Ode.  But 
whoever  he  was,  the  Poet  has  the  Advantage  of  being  In- 
terprettr  of  the  public  Sentiments,  in  Revenge  for  the  Con- 
tempt and  Infolence  of  a  Coxcomb,  vain  of  his  Wealth  and 
Equipage.  The  Ode  is  written  in  the  violent  Spirit  of 
Satire ;  and  the  Gall  of  Indignation  flows  through  all  the 
Verfes,  which  are  not  Icfs  nervous  in  their  Cadencies,  than 
acrimonious  in  their  Expreffions. 

The  Manufcripts  infcribe  this  Ode  in  Menam  llbertum. 
Sextus  Menas  was  a  Freeman  of  Cneius  Pompeius,  and 
during  rive  or  fix  Years  of  the  Triumvirate  had  made  him- 
felf  confiderablc  both  to  Oftavius  and  Pompey,  by  betraying 
each  of  them  in  their  Turn,  from  whence  Appian  calls 
him  The  double  Betrayer. 

In  714,  He  commanded  Pompey's  Fleet ;  ravaged  the 
Borders  of  Tufcany,  took  Sardinia,  and  reduced  Rome  to 
fuch  Extremity,  by  (hutting  up  the  Sea,  that  he  compelled 
the  Romans  to  demand  a  Peace  from  Pompey.  In  716 
Menas  became  fufpeded  by  Pompey,  who  commanded  him 
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E  P  O  D  E       IV. 

AS  Wolves  and  Lambs  by  Nature  difagree, 
So  is  my  Hatred  firm  to  Thee ; 

Thou  Wretch,  whofe  Back  with  flagrant  Whips  is  torn  j 
Whofe  Legs  with  galling  Fetters  worn  ; 

Though 


to  give  an  Account  of  his  Adniniftration.  He  refufed  to 
obey  ;  put  the  Perfons  to  Death  whom  Pompey  had  fent, 
and  furrendered  himfelf  to  Oclavius  with  his  Ships,  his 
Troops,  and  the  Iflands  of  Corfica  and  Sardinia.  The 
Triumvir  received  him  with  open  Arms,  and  put  him  on 
board  his  Fleet  in  Quality  of  Lieutenant  to  Calvifms  Sabinus. 
He  there  behaved  himfelf  with  fo  much  Courage  and  Con- 
duft  in  the  Expeditions  of  the  following  Year,  that,  en- 
flamed  with  his  Succefs,  and  angry  that  he  had  not  the 
fupreme  Command,  he  returned  to  Pompey. 

Jn  718,  difcontented  that  he  was  not  regarded  equally  to 
his  Merit,  he  ranged  himfelf  with  a  large  Number  of  Veflels 
on  the  Side  of  Odlavius,  who  had  made  him  fome  advan- 
tageous Offers,  yet  never  employed  him  afterwards  but 
with  much  Referve.  He  was  killed  the  following  Year  in 
a  Sea-fight. 

Such  is  the  Pifture  drawn  by  Hiftorians  of  this  bad  Man,in 
which  there  are  feveral  Features  relembling  the  Perfoa 
againft  whom  this  Ode  is  written,  yet  there  are  many  others 
that  have  not  the  leaft  Likenefs. 

Firft,  The  Military  Tribunefhip  of  Menas  appears  per- 
fedlly  imaginary.  None  of  the  Hiftorians  mention  it ;  nor 
is  it  probable,  that  a  Perfon,  who  had  divided  with  Pompey 
the  Command  of  an  Army,  would  accept  of  fuch  an  incon- 
fiderable  Employment  from  Odtavius.  Diftinguilhed  among 
the  Officers  of  the  Marine  by  his  Valour  and  Experience, 
yet  his  Pride  was  greater  than  his  Merit.  His  Defire  of 
commanding  in  Chief  made  him  look  upon  any  Subordina- 
tion as  an  Injury ;  even  an  Equality  offended  him,  and  his 
Ambition  was  the  principal"  Caufe  of  his  Perfidy. 

The 
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Licet  fuperbus  ambules  pecunia,  5 

Fertuna  non  mutat  geiuis. 
Videfne,  facram  metiente  te  viam 

Cum  bis  ter  ulnarum  toga, 
Ut  ora  vertat  hue  &  hue  euntium 

Liberrima  indignatio  ?  10 

£ectus  flagellis  hie  tnumviralibus 

Praeconis  ad  faftidiurn, 
Arat  Falerni  mille  fundi  jugera, 

Et  Appiam  manru's  terjt  j 

SedilibuftjuQ 


The  Scholiaft  has  indeed  found  a  Way  to  fatisfy  this 
Ambition,  by  making  him  Commander  of  Oftavius  his 
Fleet.  But  we  may  a(k  where  the  Scholiaft  got  the  Know- 
ledge of  a  Fad  three  or  four  hundred  Years  after  it  muft 
have  happened,  which  had  efcaped  all  the  liiftorians, 
Menas  quitted  the  Party  of  O&avius  the  firft  Time,  becaufe 
he  was  obliged  to  ferve  under  Sabinus ;  and  after  his  Re- 
turn to  him  he  never  could  recover  his  Confidence.  In 
which  of  thefe  Times  may  we  fupppfe  that  this  very  confir 
derable  Employment  was  given  to  him  ? 

Laftly,  the  Poet  defcribes  a  Perfon  vain  of  hi«  Riches  j 
fond  of  mewing  himfelf  in  Pviblic ;  taking  the  firft  Place  at 
til  Entertainments,  and  crowding  the  Streets  with  his  Equi- 
page when  he  went  to  the  Country.  Thefe  Particulars  are 
not  only  irreconcilcablc  to  the  military  Character  of  Menas, 
but  alfo  to  any  Part  of  his  Life,  which,  after  his  fcril  En- 
gagements with  Odavius,  appears  to  have  been,  entirely 
employed  in  foreign  Expeditions.  Beftdes,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
affign  a  Time  when  Horace  could  dare  to  treat  a  Perfon  cf 
this  Ccnfequcnce  with  fo  much  Severity  ;  or  to  five  a  Rea- 
ibn  why  he  never  reproaches  him  with  that  Ambition  and 
Perfidy,  which  appears  in  all  his  Conduct.  SAN, 

Verf.  I.  Sorfito.]  Naturally;  n<turali  fatorum  ntceffitate. 
Nature  gives  to  Animals  thefe  violent  Averfions  for  each 
other ;  or  at  leaft  we  call  by  that  Name  a  Power,  which 
produces  any  Efrefts,  to  us  unaccountable. 

3.  Ibericisfknibus.'}  A  Spanim  Herb,  called  Sfarlum,  had 
Fibres  fo  pliant  and  ftrong,  that  Ropes  were  made  of  it  j 
from  whence  a  Spanim  Cord  became  a  general  Name. 
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Though  Wealth  thy  native  Infolence  enflame, 

A  Scoundrel  ever  is  the  fame. 
While  You  your  twice  three  Ells  of  Gown  difplay, 

And  ftalk  along  the  Sacred  Way, 
Obferve  the  free-born  Indignation  rife, 

Mark  !  how  they  turn  away  their  Eyes  ; 
This  Wretch,  they  cry,  with  public  Laming  flay'd, 

'Till  even  the  Beadle  loath'd  his  Trade, 
Now  plows  his  thoufand  Acres  of  Demaine, 

And  wears  the  Pavement  with  his  Train ; 

Now 


7.  Metiente  viamJ]  Stalking  in  his  Pride,  as  if  he  mea- 
fured  his  Seeps.    They,  who  frequently  walked  in  the  facred 
Street,  were  pleafantly  called  Sacravifufes. 

8.  Cum  bis  trium,  <Scc.j    In  Latin  Authors  we  often  find 
Toga  prsetexta,  inrllis,  Candida,    pitfa,    purpurea,  but  never 
Toga  laticlavia.    Mr.  Sanadon  therefore  thinks,  that  Horace 
fpeaks  of  the  Tunic,  not  of  the  Toga,  as  other  Commenta- 
tors underitand  him,  and  that  this  Slave  not  only  wore  the 
Tunica  laticla«jia  like   the  Tribunes,  but  infolently  diftin- 
guimed  himfelf  even  from  the  Tribunes  by  the  boundlefa 
Length  of  his  Toga. 

10.  Liberrima  indtgnatio.]  The  ancisnt  Commentator  very 
well  remarks,  that  thefe  are  the  Words  of  the  People,  who 
thus  exprefs  their  Indignation. 

1 1 .  Xttfus   fagtlln    triumviraliius.']    There   were   three 
Judges  in  Rome,  wiio  took  Cognizance  of  all  petty  Crimes, 
and  who  ordered  Slaves  and  7  hieves  to  be  chaftiied  in  their 
Prcfence.     The  Perfon,  againft  whom  this  Ode  was  written, 
had  gone   through  this  Difcipline,  until   the  Beadle,  who 
ufed  to  proclaim  the  Fault  for  which  the  Criminals   were 
punifhed,  was  tired  of  his  Cffice.     Pr^ccms  ad  fajlidium. 

13.  Arat  Falerni,  &c.]  Here  are  two  Reafons  for  this 
popular  Indignation,  that  this  Fellow  mould  poffefs  a  thou- 
fand Acres  of  Land*  when  the  ancient  Laws  allowed  a 
Roman  Citizen  no  more  than  feven  ;  and  that  thefe  thoufand 
Acres  mould  lie  in  fuch  a  Country  as  Campania  ;  a  Country 
fo  fertile,  that  Bacchus  and  Ceres  were  faid  to  have  difputed 
the  Pofleiiion  of  it.  TORR.  DAC- 
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Othone  contemto,  fedet. 
Quid  attinet  tot  sera  navium  gravi 

Roftrata  duci  pondere 
Contra  latrones  atque  fervilem  manum, 

Hoc,  hoc  tribuno  militum  ?  20 

EPODE 


ic.  SeMlibus  in  primis  magnus  egues.]  To  underftand  this 
PaiYage  we  muft  diflinguifh  two  Degrees  of  Roman  Knights  ; 
thofe  by  Birth,  and  thofe  advanced  for  their  Fortune  or 
Servico*.  The  Poet  therefore  fays,  that  this  Slave,  info- 
ler.tly  and  in  Contempt  of  Otho's  Laws,  ufed  to  fit  on  the 
firft  of  the  fourteen  Benches,  appointed  for  them,  who  were 
born  Knights,  quafi  ejjet  magnus  eques.  The  Tribunes  had 
not  any  Right  of  fitting  upon  thefe  Benches,  and  the 
Scholiaft  firft  granted  them  that  Privilege ;  but  he  is  de- 
ceived, and  has  deceived  others.  SAN. 

1 6.  Othone  contemto.~\    Rofcius  Otho  carried  a  Law,  by 
which  the  Knights  had  fourteen  Benches  in  the  Circus  al- 
figned  to  them  feparated   from  the  People  ;    but  even  this 
Law  diftinguifhed  the  Knights  of  Birth,  by  giving  them  a 
Right  of   fitting   upon  the  firrt  Seats,  preferably  to  thofe, 
who  were  advanced  to  that  Dignity  cither  by  their  Fortunes 
or  Services.  Horace  therefore  attributes  this  Fellow's  afium- 
ing  this  Prerogative  to  his  Contempt  of  Otho's  Laws.    SAN. 

17.  Tot  <era  navium.     Three  great  Clitics,  Dr.  Bentley, 
Mr.  Cuningham,  and  Mr.  banadon  have  argeed  that  the 
Text  is  faulty,  and  the  common  Reading  unintelligible,  or 
at  leaft  u'ith  Difficulty  to  be  undcritood.     Doctor  Bentley 
reads  <fra  \  Mr.  Cuningham  propofes  tot,  oro,  navium  ;  and 
Mr  Sanadon,  with  greater Bohlnels,  doubly  alters  the  Paflage, 
Rijira   navium   ftrata.     The  firll  Correction  fcems  to  offer 
the  leaft  Violence  to  the  Text,  and  we  find  in  Virgil  fomc 
Expreflioni  not  unlike  it.     &rat<r  pror<e,  and  ara  navium. 

19.  Contra  latronei.]  After  the  Deat  of  Brutus  and  Cailius, 
Pompey  received  all  the  Slaves  and  Pirates,  who  would  enter 
into  his  Service  ;  and  Suetonius  informs  us,  that  Augultus, 
in  the  Year  718,  manumifed  twenty  thoufand  Slaves;  from 
whence  we  may  conclude  that  this  Ode  muft  have  been 
written  before  that  Year ;  othcrwife  Horace  muft  have  been 
very  imprudent  to  have  reproached  Pompey  with  an  Action, 
which  muft  have  been  equally  criminal  in  Auguftus. 
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Now  on  the  foremoft  Benches  fits,  in  fpite 

Of  Otho,  an  illuftrious  Knight. 
From  Slaves  and  Pirates  to  aflert  the  Main, 

Shall  Rome  fuch  mighty  Fleets  maintain, 
And  fliall  thofe  Fleets,  that  dreadful  rule  the  Sea, 

A  Pirate  and  a  Slave  obey  ? 


(  28$  ) 


EPODE- V.     In  CANIDIAM* 

AT  6  Deorum  quidquid  in  Ccfelo  regit 
Terras  &  humanum  genus, 
Quid  ifte  fert  tumultus  ?  ccquid  omniuni 

Vultus  in  unum  rne  truces  ? 
Per  liberos  te,  fi  vocata  partubus  [J 

Lucina  veris  adfuit, 
Per  hoc  inane  purpurae  decus  precor, 
Per  imbrobaturum  hcc  Jovem  j 

Quid 


The  Belief  of  Witches  and  Witchcraft  has  in  all  Ages 
been  a  melancholy  Proof  of  the  Weaknefs  and  Credulity  of 
Mankind.  But  the  Scheme  of  Witchcraft  among  Chriftians, 
who  have  afcribed  its  Wonders  to  the  Power  of  the  Devil, 
is,  if  poflible,  more  abfurd  than  that  of  the  Heathens,  who 
thought  they  were  performed  by  natural  Means.  In  this 
Ode  our  Poet  defciibes  the  Ceremonies  of  one  of  their  Af- 
feinblies,  in  which  Canidia  is  the  principal  Aftrefs.  She 
prepares  a  Love-Potion,  capable  of  recalling  an  inconilanr 
Lover  to  her  Arms,  who  is  artfully  named  and  expofed  to 
all  the  Ridicule  of  the  Ode  without  any  fceming  Intention 
of  the  Poet. 

Verf.  i .  At.]  The  Scene  opens  in  a  very  pathetic  Manner, 
reprefenting  a  Boy  furrounded  by  Wicthes,  who  fix  their 
Eyes  upon  him,  and  terrify  him  by  their  Looks.  He  con- 
jures them  to  have  Compalfion  on  him  by  his  Birth  and  In- 
nocence ;  by  the  Tendernefs  of  Mothers  for  their  Children, 
and  by  the  Juitice  of  the  Gods.  The  Vivacity,  with  which 
the  Poem  opens,  gives  us  a  Pain  to  know  the  Speaker ;  th« 
Sufpenfion  increafes  our  Surprife,  and  the  Difcovery  awakens 
our  Indignation.  Mr.  Dacier  observes,  that  the  Particle  At 
gives  Force  and  Spirit  to  the  Expreffion,  preparing  the 
Reader  for  fomething  new  and  furprifmg,  and  that  thefe  litdc 
Strokes  are  to  be  rcligionfly  prcfcrved  by  a  Tranflator. 

z  3,  7*. 


EPODE  V.     "On  the  Witch  CANIDIA. 

BUT  oh  !  ye  Gods,  whofe  awful  Sway 
Heaven,  Earth  and  human  Kind  obey, 
What  can  this  hideous  Noife  intend, 
On  me  what  ghaftly  Looks  they  bend  ? 

If  ever  chafte  Lucina  heard 
Thy  Vows  in  Hour  of  Birth  prefer'd  ; 
Oh  !  by  this  Robe's  impurpled  Train 4 
|ts  purple  Pride,  alas  !  how  vain  ; 


By 


3.  TumultusJ]  This  Word,  in  a  moral  Senfe,  carries  al- 
ways an  Idea  of  a  criminal  Confpiracy.  The  Boy  fees  a 
Sentence  of  Death  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Witches.  TORR. 

ij.  Si  njocata  partul/us,~\  If  you  lucre  a.  blather  ;  if  you  ever 
truly  feh  a  Mother  s  TenJ.crnefs.  The  Commentators  ima- 
gine, with  art  ill  judg'd  Refinement,  th^t  the  Boy  fecretly 
reproaches  Canidia  with  Barrennefs  ;  with  her  pretending  to 
be  with  Child,  that  me  might  educate  Children,  without 
Sufpicion,  for  her  horrid  Sorceries.  But  a  Boy's  Under- 
Handing  can  neither  be  fuppj;cd  capable  of  kno.ving  f.::h 
Things,  nor  is  it  probable,  that  he  mould  dare  to  pro.oke 
Canidia,  while  he  was  implying  her  Companion.  TORR. 

7.  Per  hoc  inane  ficr^ur^e  decus.~\  Children  of  Quality  wore* 
a  Robe  bordered  with  Purple,  until  they  they  were  fifteen 
Tears  of  Age.  The  Boy  therefore  conjures  Canidia  by 
this  Robe,  which  mewed  his  Youth  and  Quality ;  which 
was  in  itielf  eftecrn^d  facred,  and  ihould  therefore  proteiit 
him  from  Danger.  The  Romans,  with  regard  to  this 
Robe,  ufed  the  Expreffiori  Majejtas  pueritite,  the  Majefty  of 
Childhood.  TORR.  DAC. 

VOL.  II.  U 
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Quid  ut  noverca  me  intueris,  aut  uti 

Petitaferro  bellua  ?  !• 

Ut  hzc  tremente  queftus  ore,  conftitit 

Infignibus  raptis  puer, 
Impube  corpus,  quale  poflet  impia 

Moll  ire  Thracum  pe&ora  : 
Canidia  brevibus  implicata  viperis  Ij 

Crines  &  incomtum  caput, 
Jubet  fepulcris  caprificos  erutas, 

Jubet  cupreflus  funebres, 
Et  un6la  turpis  ova  ranae  fanguine, 

Plumamque  nofturnae  ftrigis,  2f 

Hcrbafquc,  quas  lolcos,  atque  Iberia 

Mittit  vcnenorum  ferax, 
Et  ofla  ab  ore  rapta  jejunae  canis, 

Flammis  aduri  Colchicis. 

At 


12.  Conjlttit  infigHilm  raptis."]  His  Robe  and  Bulla  which 
was  made  of  Gold  or  Silver  in  the  form  of  an  Heart,  and 
hung  round  his  Neck,  are  by  the  Poet  called  Infignia.  Thefe 
the  Witches  tear  off,  while  he  is  fpeaking,  and  he  is  naked 
when  he  has  ended  his  Prayer. 

1 7.  "Jubet  jtpulcri)  caprijicos  erutas.]  Kere  Canidia  call> 
for  the  Drugs,  that  Witches  were  fuppofed  to  ufe  in  com- 
pofmg  their  Philtres.  She  commands  the  wild  Fig-Tree  t« 
be  brought,  becaufe  it  bears  neither  Fruit,  nor  Flower,  and 
is  efteemed  unlucky  and  ill-omen'd.  To  make  the  Charm 
more  powerful,  it  muft  grow  in  a  Burying-Place,  and  be 
torn  up  by  the  Roots. 

10.  Et  uncla  turpis,  &c.]  The  Grammatical  Order  of 
thefe  two  Veries  is,  Et  plumam  £ff  ova  noflurmt  ftrigis  vnQa 
j'angiiint  turpis  ratio:.  Thefe  Defcriptions  of  Witchcraft 
mull  have  been  very  pleafing  to  ancient  poets,  fmce  they  dwell 
upon  them  fo  frequently.  But  furely  fuch  Objects  have  fo 
much  Horror  in  them,  that  they  cannot  be  prefented  with 
tod  much  Rapidity  to  the  Imagination.  SAN. 
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By  the  unerring  Wrath  of  Jove, 
Unerring  fhall  his  Vengeance  prove  ; 
Why  like  a  Step-Dame  do  you  look, 
Of  Tygrefs  fell,  by  Hunter  ftruck  ? 

Thus,  while  his  facred  Robes  they  tear, 
The  trembling  Boy  prefers  his  Prayer  ; 
Then  naked  ftands,  with  Charms  to  move 
An  impious  Thracian  Witch  to  Love. 
Canidia,  crown'd  with  writhing  Snakes 
DimevelPd,  thus  the  Silence  breaks, 

*  Now  the  magic  Fire  prepare, 

*  And  from  Graves  uprooted  tear 

*  Trees,  whofe  Horrours  gloomy  fpread 

*  Round  the  Manfions  of  the  Dead  j 
'  Bring  the  Eggs,  and  Plumage  foul 

*  Of  a  midnight  mrieking  Owl ; 

*  Be  they  well  befmear'd  with  Blood 

*  Of  the  blackeft-venom'd  Toad  ; 

*  Bring  the  choiceft  Drugs  of  Spain, 
'  Produce  of  the  poifonous  Plain  ; 

*  Then  into  the  Charm  be  thrown, 

*  Snatch'd  from  famim'd  Bitch,  a  Bone  ; 
c  Burn  them  all  with  magic  Flame, 

%<  Kindled  firft  by  Colchian  Dame/ 

Now 


23.  Jejuna  cants. "\  The  Breath  and  Saliva  of  famifhed 
Animals,  efpecially  of  Dogs,  was  thought  to  have  a  kind 
of  Poifon,    that    communicated   itfelf  to  the  Bones   they 
gnawed.  DAG. 

24.  AduriJ]  Canidia  boils  all  thefe  Ingredients  together, 
to  make  a  Philtre  capable  of  compelling  her  Lover  to  return; 

U  2  for 
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At  expedita  Sagana  per  totam  domum  25 

Spargens  Avernales  aquas, 
Horret  capillis,  ut  marinus,  afperis, 

Echinus  aut  furens  aper. 
Aba&a  nulla  Veia  confcientia, 

Ligonibus  duris  humum  39 

Exhauriebat,  ingemens  laboribus  ; 

Quo  poffet  infoflus  puer 
Longo  die  bis  tcrque  mutafce  dapis 

Incmori  fpectaculo  ; 
Quum  promineret  ore,  quantum  extant  aqua  35 

Sufpenfa  mento  corpora, 
Exfucca  uti  medulla,  &  aridum  jecur 

Amoris  eflet  poculum  j 
Interminato  quum  femel  fixse  cibo 

Intabuiflent  pupulas.  49 

Non 


for  the  Word  aduri  cannot  be  literally  underftood,  as  if  fh» 
really  burned  them.  DAC. 

In  the  Original  the  Poet  tells  us,  Canidia  gave  her  Or- 
ders that  theie  Ingredients  fhould  be  prepared  ;  in  the 
Tranflation  the  Witch  is  made  the  Speaker,  and  the 
Numbers  are  changed  to  give  her  Speech  the  Air  of  In- 
cantation. If  thefe  be  Faults  they  are  not  very  confiderable, 
and  perhaps  not  unpardonable. 

28.  Jut  furens  aper.]  The  vulgar  Editions  which  read 
furrens  aper  mull  certainly  be  faulty,  fince  a  Boar  does  not 
raile  his  Briillcs  in  the  Chace,  but  when  he  is  obliged  to 
flop  and  defend  himfelf.  Dr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Sanadon 
have  received  a  conjeclural  Correction  of  Hcinfius,  Laurent 
aper,  as  if  the  Poet  intended  to  fliew  the  Fiercenefs  of  this 
Boar  by  naming  the  Woods  in  which  he  was  bred.  The 
Scholiall  Acron  explains  current  by  furens,  or  it  feems  ra- 
ther to  have  been  a  various  Lcdion,  and  it  is  here  re- 
ceived upon  his  Authority. 


Epod.  5.     THE  ERODES  OF  HORACE.  293 

Now  Sagana,  around  the  Cell 

Sprinkled  her  Waters  black  from  Hell ; 

Fierce  as  a  Porcupine,  or  Boar, 

In  frightful  Wreaths  her  Hair  fhe  wore, 

Veia,  whc  never  knew  Remorfe, 
Uplifts  the  Spade  with  feeble  Force, 
And  breathlefs  with  the  horrid  Toil, 
Deep-groaning  breaks  the  guilty  Soil, 
Turns  out  the  Earth,  and  digs  a  Grave 
In  which  the  Boy  (as  o'er  the  Wave 
A  lufty  Swimmer  lifts  his  Head) 
Chin-deep  finks  downward  to  the  Dead, 
O'er  Dainties,  chang'd  twice  thrice  a-day, 
Slowly  to  gaze  his  Life  away, 
That  the  foul  Hags  an  amorous  Dofe 
Of  his  parch'd  Marrow  may  compofe, 
His  Marrow,  and  his  Liver  dry'd, 
The  Seat  where  wanton  Thoughts  refide, 
When  fix'd  upon  his  Food  in  vain, 

His  Eye-balls  pin'd  away  with  Pain. 

Naples, 


33.  Longo  diel\  At  length.  This  Boy  might  pofiibly  have 
.lived  three  or  four  Days  in  this  Condition,  and  therefore 
the  Poet  fays,  the  Witches  changed  his  Meat  frequently, 
that  the  Steam  might  provoke  his  Appetite.  DAC. 

Bis  terque^  Which  appears  in  all  the  Manufcripts,  is 
different  from  bis  ter-Tti,  wnich  fome  Editions  have  re- 
ceived. The  firft  fsgnifies  often;  the  fecond  fddom. 

37.  Exfucca.']  Of  feven  different  Readings,  which  ap- 
pear in  the  Manufcripts  and  Editions,  this  feems  rnoft  na- 
tural, and  beft  agrees  with  the  Epithet,  which  Horace  gives 
to  "Jecur.  Mr.  (Juningham  and  Mr.  Sanadon  have  taken  it 
into  the  Text. 

39.  Inttriuinato  cils,']  ForUJJsn  Food.  If  Scaliger  had 
U  knovvrt 


Q^HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib, 

Non  defuifle  mafculae  libtdinis 

Ariminenfem  Foliam, 
Et  otiofa  credidit  Neapolis, 

Et  omne  vicinum  oppidum  } 
Quse  fidera  excantata  voce  Theflali  45 

Lunamque  coelo  deripit. 
Hie  irrefedum  faeva  dente  livido 

Canidia  rodens  pollicem, 
Quid  dixit  ?  aut  quid  tacuit  ?  O  rebus  meis 

Non  infideles  arbitrae,  5* 

Nox,  &  Diana,  qua  filentium  rcgis, 

Arcana  quum  fiunt  facra  ; 
Nunc,  nunc  adefte  :  nunc  in  hoftiles  domes 

Iram  atque  numen  vertite. 
Formidolofis  dum  latent  filvis  ferae,  55 

Dulci  fopore  languidae, 
Senem,  quod  omncs  rideant,  adultcrum 

Latrent  Suburanae  canes, 
Nardo  perunftum,  qualc  non  perfcclius 

Meae  laborarint  roanus.  69 

Quid 


known  the  regular  Conftruftion  of  this  Sentence,  he  would 
not  have  infulted  our  Poet  with  a  violent  and  ill-judged 
Criticifm.  Qutun  pupul*  fix*  cibo  interminato  intabuij/ent 
femel.  D*c- 

41.  Mafcul*  lllidlnii^  Lil'ido  robufia,  indomita.  Thus 
our  Poet  calls  Sappho  mafcula,  high-fpirited,  couragious ; 
and  Perfms  ufes  ma/atla  bilis  to  exprefs  vebemfntior  and 
acricr  bilis.  SAN. 

43.  Otiofa  Neapolit.']  Naples,  by  the  Advantages  of  its 
Situation,  and  Temperature  of  its  Climate,  was  always  re- 
garded as  the  Seat  of  Idlenefs  and  Pleafure.  Either  this 
fiorrid  Fadl  muft  have  been  generally  known,  or  Horace 

hath. 
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Naples,  for  Idlenefs  renown'd, 
And  all  the  Villages  around, 
Believe  that  Folia  fhar'd  their  Rites, 
She  who  in  monftrous  Lufts  delights, 
Whofe  Voice  the  Stars  from  Heaven  can  tear, 
And  charm  bright  Luna  from  her  Sphere. 

Here,  with  black  Tooth,  and  livid  Jaws, 
Her  unpar'd  Thumbs  Canidia  gnaws, 
And  into  hideous  Accents  broke, 
In  Sounds,  how  direful !  thus  fhe  fpoke, 

Ye  Powers  of  Darknefs  and  of  Hell, 
Propitious  to  the  magic  Spell, 
Who  rule  in  Silence  o'er  the  Night, 
While  we  perform  the  myftic  Rite, 
Be  prefent  now,  your  Horrours  fhed, 
In  hallow'd  Vengeance,  on  his  Head. 

Beneath  the  Foreft's  gloomy  Shade, 
While  Beafts  in  Slumbers  fweet  are  laid, 
Give  me  the  Lecher,  old  and  lewd, 
By  barking  Village-Curs  purfued, 
Expos'd  to  Laughter,  let  him  mine 
In  Eflence — ah  !  that  once  was  mine. 

What! 


hath  taken  a  pleafant  Manner  of  proving  it,  by  calling  Na- 
ples and  all  the  neighbouring  Villages,  as  Witneffes  of  it. 

45.  Voce  Thc/pda.]  The  Thefialjans  are  always  repre- 
fented  as  a  wild,  uncultivated  Nation,  and  confequently  they 
jnuft  have  been  equally  credulous  and  fuperftitious.  Their 
Sorcerers  were  in  high  Reputation,  as  perhaps  there  are 
pot  more  fltilfui  Witches  at  prefent  in  the  World  than  in 
Lapland. 


tg6       Q.  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 

Quid  accidit  ?  cur  dira  barbarae  minus 

Venena  Medeae  valent, 
Quibus  fuperbam  fugit  ulta  pellicem 

Magni  Creontis  filiam, 
Quum  palla,  tabo  munus  imbutum,  novam  65 

Incendio  nuptam  abftulit  ? 
Atqui  ncc  herba,  nee  latens  in  afperis 

Radix  fefellit  me  locis. 
Indormit  unclis  omnium  cubilibus 

Oblivione  pellicum.  7$ 

Ha,  ha !  folutus  ambulat  vcncficas 

Scientioris  carmine. 

Non 


51.  Filentlum  rrgis.~\  The  Ancients  confidered  the  Stars  as 
a  kind  of  Circle,  in  which  the  Moon  prefided  in  Silence  as 
their  Queen.  DAC. 

50.  Nardo  perunfiun.']  Canidia  reprcfents  her  faithlefs 
Gallant  perfumed  with  Eflenccs,  which  flic  herfelf  had 
made,  tne<e  elabornrlnt  manus.  Nor  is  it  unreafonable  to 
believe  that  Canidia,  who  was  accuftomed  to  compofe  fo 
many  Drugs,  ftiould  make  Perfumes  for  her  own  Ufe.  She 
had  probably  made  a  Prefent  of  a  Box  df  Eflences  to  Va- 
rus,  oefore  rtie  fufpefted  his  Inconftancy,  but*he  ungrate- 
fully and  perfidinufly  ufes  them  to  perfume  his  Perfon  for 
fome  other  Miltrelij  a  very  fufiicient  Reatbn  for  Rcfent'- 
ment  and  Jealoufy.  SAN. 

61.  $>u<d  ateidit  ?]  In  her  magical  Tranfports  Canidia 
perceives,  that  the  Drugs  (he  had  given  to  Varus,  to  break 
his  new  Chains  are  witTiout  Effeft.  She  imagines  that  flic 
fees  him  going  to  her  Rivals,  in  Contempt  of  her  Charms; 
and  (he  promifes  herfelf  that  the  Philtre,  which  foe  is  now 
preparing,  mall  bring  him  back  to  his  former  Engage- 
ments. SAN. 

Mr.  Dacier  fancies,  that  Canidia  had  formed  a  little 
waxen  Image,  to  reprefent  her  old  Gallant ;  that  (he  be- 
fmeared  it  with  a  Mixture,  which  flie  calls  Eflence,  NarJo 
ferunfium;  and  that  (he  now  perceives,  by  fome  Gefturc 
and  Motion  of  it,  that  her  Inchantments  are  ineffectual. 
•  *  Thi» 
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What !  do  my  ftrongeft  Potions  fail, 
Or  than  Medea's  lefs  prevail  ? 
For  the  fair  Harlot,  proud  of  Heart? 
Deep  felt  the  Vengeance  of  her  Art ; 
Her  Gown,  with  powerful  Poifons  dyed, 
In  Flames  enwrap'd  the  guilty  Bride. 
But  every  Root  and  Herb  I  know, 
And  on  what  fteepy  Depths  they  grow, 
And  yet,  with  Efience  round  him  fhed, 
He  fleeps  in  fome  bold  Harlot's  Bed, 
Qr  walks  at  large,  nor  thinks  of  me, 
By  fome  more  mighty  Witch  fet  free. 

But 


This  Remark  is  confirmed  by  her  telling  the  Poet  in  the 
feventeenth  Epode,  that  his  impertinent  Curiofity  was  con- 
vinced me  could  animate  an  Image  of  Wax, 
An  qu<r  mo<vere  cereas  imagines, 
(Ut  ipfe  nojii  curiojus.) 

68.  Fefellit.']  She  is  well  afiured,  that  me  has  not  been 
miftaken  in  the  Choice  of  her  Herbs,  nor  forgotten  any 
thing  neceiTary  for  her  Portion. 

6§.  Indormit  unflisJ]  The  Conftru£hon  is  perplexed  and 
obfcure,  Indormit  omnium  pellicum  (mcarum)  cubiiibus  unttis 
oblivione  mei.  Thefe  Harlots  have  fpread  fome  Charms 
round  his  Bed,  and  anointed  it  with  Eilences  proper  to  in- 
fpire  a  Forgetfulnefs  for  Canidia  ;  or  is  it  rather  a  Metaphor 
to  mew,  that  theie  new  Engagements  had  made  him  forget 
his  Paflion  for  Ca'nidia.  The  Word  unfits  alludes  perhaps 
to  a  Cuftom  among  Courtifaas  of  anointing  their  Beds 
with  ElFences.  DAC. 

71.  Ha,  ha!]  At  laft  fhe  difcovers.  that  Varus  had  pre- 
vented or  dellroyed  the  Effects  of  her  Enchantments,  by 
the  Charms  of  another  Witch  more  fkilful.  She  therefore 
now  prepares  a  Potion  made  of  the  Liver  and  Marrow  of 
the  Boy,  which  (he  calls  an  unufunl  Beverage,  non  ufjtatas 
potzones,  either  becaufe  (he  was  Inventrefs  of  this  deteftable 
Remedy,  or  becaufe  me  never  ufed  it  but  upon  extraordinary 
Pccafions.  However,  fo  well  allured  is  me  of  their  Effect, 
that  fhe  already  threatens  him,  as  if  he  were  in  her  Power, 
Q  mult  a  jieturum.  caput.  DAC. 
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Non  ufitatis,  Vare,  potionibus 

(O  multa  fleturum  caput  f) 
Ad  me  recurres ;  ncc  vocata  mens  tua  75 

Marfis  rcdibit  vocibus. 
Majus  parabo,  majus  infundam  tibi 

Faftidienti  poculum  j 
PriuTque  coelum  fidet  inferius  mari, 

Tejlure  porre&a  fuper,  gt 

Quam  non  amore  fie  mci  flagre*,  uti 

Bitumen  atris  ignibus. 
Sub  hzc  puer,  jam  non,  ut  ante,  mollibug 

Lenire  verbis  impias  j 
Sed  dubius  unde  rumpcret  filentium,  85 

Mifit  Thyefteas  preces. 
Venena,  magnum  fas  nefafque,  non  valent 

Convertere  humanam  viccm. 
Dins  agam  vos;  dira  deteftatio 

Nuila  expiatur  vi£Uma,  ^ 

Quin, 


76.  Marfa  voctbu,.-}  TheMarfians  had  the  fame  Charter 
of  Witchcraft  m  Italy,  as  the  Thefl'alians  had  in  Greece.  ' 
But  they  particularly  owed  their  Reputation  to  Marfus  the 
Founder  of  their  Nation,  who  was  the  Son  of  Circe 

Si.  Ut,  kttumen  atris  farffo.]  Saying  thefe  Words  Cani, 
dia  throw,  a  Lump  of  Pitch  into  the  Fire,  which  Hie  calls 
dark  or  gloomy,  either  becaufe  this  might  have  been  a  gene- 
ral Epithet  for  magical  Fires,  which  were  made  of  ill- 

mee        '?   "'  ^  "  YCW»  C>Trefs'  3nd  wild  **•«<*  • 

u  was  darkened  by  the  Smoke  of  the  Pitch. 

3  87. 
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But  foon  the  Wretch  my  Wrath  fliall  prove, 

By  Spells  unwonted  taught  to  love, 

Nor  fliall  even  Marfian  Charms  have  Power, 

Thy  Peace,  O  Varus,  to  reftore. 

I'll  fill,  to  bend  thy  haughty  Soul, 

With  ftronger  Drugs  a  larger  Bowl. 

Sooner  the  Seas  to  Heaven  fliall  rife, 

And  Earth  fpring  upwards  to  the  Skies, 
-Than  you  not  burn  in  fierce  Defire* 

As  melts  this  Pitch  in  fmoaky  Fire. 

The  Boy,  with  lenient  Words  no  more, 

Now  ftrives  their  Pity  to  implore ; 

With  Rage  yet  doubtful  what  to  fpeak, 

Forth  from  his  Lips  thefe  Curfes  break— 

Your  Spells  may  Right  and  Wrong  remove, 

But  ne'er  fhall  change  the  Wrath  of  Jove, 

For  while  I  curfe  the  direful  Deed, 

In  vain  fliall  all  your  Viaims  bleed. 

Soon 


87.  Venena  magnum  fas  nefafque]  Venena  <valent  conwrtere 
mavnumfas  13  net  as,  fed  non  v'alent  convert  ere  humanam  vicem. 
The  Power  of  Witchcraft  may  change  the  natural  Order 
of  Things  in  this  World,  or  confound  whatever  is  eiteemed 
riffht  and  wrong,  good  and  evil,  in  the  common  Courfe  of 
Nature,  but  (hall  never  be  able  to  alter  the  future  Lot  of 
human  Kind ;  the  Rewards  and  Punilhments  ordained  by 
the  Gods  for  Innocence  and  Guilt.  To  repeat  the  various 
Opinions  of  the  Commentators  upon  this  Paffage  would 
only  perplex  the  Reader,  or  perhaps  might  render  dark  and 
difficult  what  is  in  itfelf  open  and  eafy. 
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Quin,  ubi  pcrire  juflus  exfpiravero, 

Noclurnus  occurram  furor ; 
Pctamque  vultus  umbra  curvis  unguibus  ; 

(Quae  vis  Deorum  eft  Manium) 
Et  inquietis  affidens  praecordiis,  95 

Pavore  fomnos  a'uferam. 
Vos  turba  vicatim  hinc  &  hinc  faxis  petens, 

Contundet  pbfcoenas  anus. 
Poft,  infepulta  membra  different  lupi 

Et  Efquilinae  alites  ;  I0t 

Neque  hoc  parentes,  heu  !  mihi  fuperftites, 

Effugerit  (pedtaculum. 

EPODE 


100.  Efquilliue  alites. ]  The  Efquilian  Hill  was  a  Place  of 
public  Executions,  and  the  Poor  of  Rome  were  buried 
there,  in  Ditches  called  Puticuli.  The  Birds,  that  came  to 
this  Hill  to  prey  upon  Carcafes  of  the  Criminals,  are  called 
Efquilin<e  allies.  CRUQ^ 

io>i.  Hcu!~\  The  Boy's  lad  Thoughts  are  tenderly  employ- 
id  in  reflecling  upon  the  Grief  of  his  Parents ;  yet  he  feems 
to  comfort  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  confirm  the  Truth 
of  his  Prediction  by  that  Confolation,  which  they  fhall  re- 
ceive in  the  Death  of  thefe  Witches. 
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Soon  as  this  mortal  Spirit  dies, 

A  midnight  Fury  will  I  rife : 

Then  mail  my  Ghoft,  though  form'd  of  Air, 

Your  Cheeks  with  crooked  Talons  tear, 

Unceafing  on  your  Entrails  prey, 

And  fright  the  Thoughts  of  Sleep  away  j 

Such  Horrours  fhall  the  Guilty  know, 

Such  is  the  Power  of  Gods  below. 

Ye  filthy  Hags,  with  Showers  of  Stones 
The  vengeful  Croud  mall  crufh  your  Bones  j 
Then  Beafts  of  Prey,  and  Birds  of  Air, 
Shall  your  unburied  Members  tear, 
And,  while  they  weep  their  favourite  Boy, 
My  Parents  fliall  the  vengeful  Sight  enjoy. 
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EPODE  VI.    In  CASSIUM  SEVFRUM. 

QUID  immerentcs  hofpites  vexas,  cams, 
Ignavus  adversum  lupos  ? 
Quin  hue  inanes,  ft  potes,  vertis  rninas, 

Et  me  remorfurum  petis  ? 
Nam,  qualis  aut  Moloflus,  aut  fulvus  Lacon,  5 

Arnica  vis  paftoribus, 
Agam  per  altas  aure  fublati  nivcs, 

Quaecunquc  praecedet  fera. 
Tu,  quum  timenda  v*ce  complefti  ncmus, 

Proje&um  odoraris  cibum.  ;• 

Cave,  cave  ;  namque  in  malos  afperrimus 

Parata  tollo  cornuaj 
Qualis  Lycambre  fpretus  infido  gcner, 

Aut  acer  hoftis  Bupalo. 
An,  fi  quis  atro  dente  me  petiverit,  15 

Inultus  ut  flebo  pucr  ? 

EPODB 

Tranflated  by  Dr.  D u N KI N. 

The  Manufcripts  and  Scholiafts  agree  that .  this  Ode  was 
written  againft  Caflius  Severus ;  a  Man  of  bafe  Birth,  and 
fcandalous  Life ;  but  of  confiderable  Abilities,  which  he 
largely  indulged  in  public  Accufations  as  an  Orator,  and  in 
Satires  and  Libels  as  a  Writer.  His  Character  is  thus  drawn 
by  Quintilian  ;  If  we  read  him  with  Judgement  we  (hall 
find  many  Things  in  him  worthy  of  Imitation  ;  and  if, 
with  all  the  great  Qualities  of  an  Orator,  which  he  poffeflcd, 
he  had  given  a  Colouring  and  Gravity  to  his  Orations,  ht 
might  juilly  be  numbered  among  the  molt  eminent :  for  he 
hath  great  Strength  of  Genius ;  a  pleafing  Severity  of 
Manner,  and  a  Raillery  delicate  and  eafy  ;  but  he  allowed 
more  to  his  natural  Spleen,  than  to  his  Judgement. 

Verf.  I.  Imtrentes  hofpitts.']  It  is  natural  enough  to  believe 
that  Horace  entered  into  d»is  Quarrel,  in  Defence  of  fome 

of 


(  303  ) 


EPODE  VI.     70  CASSIUS  SEVERUS. 

WHY  doft  Thou,  fearful  to  provoke 
The  Wolf,  attack  offencelefs  Folk  ? 
Turn  hither,  if  you  dare,  your  Spite, 
And  bark  at  Me,  prepar'd  to  bite. 
For  like  a  Hound  or  MaftifFe  keen, 
That  guards  the  Shepherd's  flocky  Green, 
With  Ears  erect,  and  eager  Hafte, 
Through  Snows  I  drive  each  ravening  Beaft ; 
But  You,  when  with  your  hideous  Yelling 
You  fill  the  Grove,  at  Crufts  are  fmelling. 

Beware,  beware ;  for,  fharp  as  Spurs, 
I  lift  my  Horns  to  butt  at  Curs  ; 
Fierce  as  Archilochus  I  glow  ; 
Like  Hipponax  a  deadly  Foe. 
If  any  Mungrel  fhall  aflail 
My  Character  with  Tooth  and  Nail, 
What !  like  a  Truant  Boy,  fhall  I 
Do  nothing  in  Revenge — but  cry  ? 


of  his  Friends,  whom  Caffius  had  injured  by  his  Calumnies, 
The  Poet  compares,  him  to  a  Dog,  that  barks  at  an  inno- 
cent Traveller  or  Gueft,  but  dares  not  attack  a  Wolf.  It 
is  true,  that  Caffius  had  been  bold  enough  to  accufe  fome 
Perfons  of  DiftincHon,  but,  when  Horace  wrote  this  Ode, 
the  Reputation  of  this  declaiming  Satiriit  was  fo  loft,  that 
he  could  be  dreadful  only  to  the  meaneft  of  the  People. 

DAC.  SAN. 

9.  Complefti.]  Mr.  Dacier  well  obferves  that  Horace  by 
the  Cadence  of  this  Verfe,  and  the  Choice  of  Words,  has 
happily  reprefented  the  Openings  of  Hounds  in  a  Foreft. 

10.  Projefium   cibum.~\    Caffius  is  here  reproached    with 
fufFering  himfelf  to  be  corrupted  with  Money,  as  a  Dog  is 
with  a  Cruft.     His  Silence  and  his  Eloquence  were  equally 
venal.  TORR. 
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EPODE  VII.    Ad  POPULUM  ROMANUM* 

QU  O,  quo,  fcelefti,  ruitis  ?  aut  cur  dexteris 
Aptantur  enfes  conditi  ? 
Parumnc  campis  atque  Neptuno  fuper 

Fufum  eft  Latini  fangulnis  ? 
Non  ut  fuperbas  invidse  Carthaginis  5 

Romartus  arces  ureret ; 
Inta&us  aut  Britannus  ut  defcenderet 

Sacra  catenatus  via ; 
Scd  ut,  fecundum  vota  Parthorum,  fua 

Urbs  haec  periret  dextcra.  !• 

Nequc 


After  the  Defeat  of  Brutus  and  Caffius,  the  Death  of 
Sextus  Pompeius,  and  the  Refignation  of  Lepidus,  Oftavfus 
and  Antony  alone  remained  in  a  Condition  of  difputing  the 
Ibvereign  Power.  Sometimes  Oftavia  j  fomctimes  their 
common  Friends  reconciled  them  ;  but  at  length  they  came 
to  an  open  Rupture  in  the  Year  722,  when  all  the  Forces 
of  the  Republic  were  armed  to  give  the  laft  Stroke  to  Ro- 
man Liberty.  During  thefe  Preparations,  Horace  compofed 
five  or  fix  Odes  upon  this  Subject.  His  Defign  here  is  to 
reprefent  to  both  Parties  the  Horrours  of  their  criminal  Dif- 
fenfions,  which  threatened  their  common  Country  with  total 
Ruin.  He  was  not  ignorant  that  the  Ambition  of  the  two 
Chiefs  was  the  fole  Catifo  of  thefe  Misfortunes  ;  but  he 
fpeaks  with  Referve,  nor  does  he  declare  for  either  of  them, 
that  he  might  not  expofe  himfelf  (fince  the  Event  of  the1 
War  was  yet  uncertain)  to  the  Refentment  of  the  Con- 
queror. SAN. 

Verf.  2.  Enfes  «»<//>/.]  Peace  had  (heathed  their  Swords 
ever  fmce  the  Death  of  Sextus  Pompoms,  that  is,  for  more 
than  two  Years.  SAN. 
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EPODE  VII.     TQ  the  ROMAN  PEOPLE. 

TI/-HITHER,  Oh !  whither  do  Ye  madly  run, ' 
The  Sword  unfheath'd,  and  impious  War  be- 


gun? 


Has  then  too  little  of  the  Latian  Blood 

Been  pour'd  on  Earth,  or  mix'd  with  Neptune's  Flood? 

'Tis  not  that  Romans  with  avenging  Flame 

Might  burn  the  Rival  of  the  Roman  Name, 

Or  Britons,  yet  unbroken  to  our  War, 

In  Chains  fhould  follow  our  triumphal  Car, 

But  that  the  Parthian  fhould  his  Vows  enjoy, 

And  Rome,  with  impious  Hand,  Herfelf  deftroy. 

The 

7.  IntaOus  Eritannus]  Julius  Cxfar  was  the  firft  of  the 
Romans,  who  carried  his  Arms  into  Britain,  and  althoueh 
Suetonius  tells  us  that  he  obliged  the  Britons  to  give  H?f 
tages  and  impofed  Tributes  upon  them,  yet  we  may  fav 
that  he  rather  opened  a  Way  for  his  Succeilbrs  into  the 
Ifland,  than  that  he  conquered  it ,  or  perhaps  it  was  never 
totally  fubdued  by  the  Romans,  In  the  Time  of  Horace 
the  Reduction  of  this  People  was  confidered  as  a  new  Con- 
queft  referved  for  the  Arms  of  Auguftus,  from  whence 
the  Poet  calls  them  Intaai.  He  always  mentions  them 
with  Epithets  of  Terror,  which  reprefent  them  as  a  Na- 
tion formidable  to  the  Romans,  even  in  the  higheft  Strength 
and  Glory  of  their  Republic. 

7.  Defcenderet.-}  From  the  Top  of  the  facred  Street  They 
went  downward  to  the  Forum,  and  the  Way  from  thence 
afcended  to  the  Capitol.  This  Afcent  was  called  CK^us 
Lapitohnus.  LAMB 

9.  Partborum.'}  From  the  Defeat  of  CrafTus  Jn  the  Year^ 
701,  the  Parthians  were  continually  engaged  in  Wars  with 
the  Romans,  who  by  their  civil  Diffenfions  confirmed,  and 
in  iome  fort,  perpetuated  the  Viclory  of  their  Enemies  SAN 
VOL.  II.  X 
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Neque  hie  lupis  mos,  nee  fiiit  leonibus  ; 

Nunquam,  nifi  in  difpar,  fcris. 
Furorne  caecos,  an  rapit  vis  acrior, 

An  culpa  ?  Refponfum  date. 
Tacent:  &  albus  ora  pallor  inficitj  15 

Mentcfque  perculfi  ftupent. 
Sic  eft :  acerba  fata  Romanes  agunt, 

Scelufque  fraternae  neci* » 
Ut  immcrentis  fluxit  in  terram  Real 

Sacer  nepotibus  cruox.  $o 

EPOD* 


ii.  Neque  bit  lupis  mos.']  Our  Poet's  Reafoning  may  look: 
fpecioufly  enough  in  Poetry,  but  fuch  Topics  of  Morality, 
drawn  from  the  Aftions  of  fieaits,  can  have  nothing  cop- 
clufive  againft  the  Nature  of  Man.  They  may  be  eluded 
by  Pleafontry,  or  dire&ly  oppofed  by  contrary  Examples. 

SAN, 

13.  Furertu  ciecosJ}  C<ecos  rapit  is  to  be  referred  in  com- 
mon to  Furor,  to  Vis  airier  and  to  Culpa.  The  Poet  attri- 
butes the  Blindnefs  of  the  Romans  to  an  Excefs  of  Fury, 
which  tranfports  them ;  to  an  Afccndant  of  JDciliuy  which 
governs  them ;  or  to  the  Vengeance  of  the  GocU  which  pur- 
foes  them.  He  is  cautious  of  afcribing  the  civil  Waro  to 
their  true  Caufe  i  to  the  Ambition  of  O&aviu$  and  An- 
tony. SAN. 

Ij.  Aliut  ora  pallor  inficit.]  The  ordinary  Reading  is 
Ora  pallor  albus  inficit.  The  Difference  is  only  in  the  Ar- 
rangement of  the  Words,  which  however  renders  the  Verfie 
more  harmonious  and  elegant.  It  appears  in  three  Manu- 
fcripts,  and  has  been  received  by  all  our  later  Editors. 

17.  Sic  eft.'}  After  a  pathetic  Paufe,  Horace  adheres  to 
the  two  lait  Caufcs  he  had  mentioned  He  therefore  im- 
putes the  civil  Wars  to  the  Deftinies,  dcrrba  fata,  and 
to  the  Death  of  Remus,  Prater n<e  ntds  fctlui,  a>  if  the  Pe- 
ftinies  had  condemned  the  Romans  to  expiate  the  Fratri- 
cide of  that  Prince  by  deiboying  each  other.  This  was 
looking  a  great  Way  back,  that  he  might  remove  the  Jdeas 
of  the  real  Caufe  of  the  prefent  Calamities.  SAN. 


Epod.  7.       THE  ERODES  OF  HORACE:          go 

The  Rage  of  Wolves  and  Lions  is  confin'd  j 
They  never  prey  but  on  a  different  Kind. 
Anfwer,  from  Madnefs  rife  thefe  Horrours  dire  ? 
Does  angry  Fate,  or  Girilt  your  Soak  infpire  ? 
Silent  they  ftand  ;  with  ilupid  Wonder  gaze, 
While  the  pale  Cheek  their  inward  Guilt  betrays. 
'Tis  fo — The  Fates  have  cruelly  docresd, 
That  Rome  for  ancient  Fratricide  irtuft  bleed  ; 
The  Brother's  Blood,  which  ftain'd  ear  i-ifing  Walls, 
On  his  Defcendants,  loud^  for  Vengeanefe  Calls. 
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EPODEDC.    Ad  MJECENATEM. 

QUANDO  repoftum  Czcubura  ad  feftas  dapes, 
Viclore  hetus  Caefare, 
Tecum  fub  alt*  (fie  Jovi  gratum)  domo, 

Beate  Maecenas,  bibam, 
Sonante  miflum  tibiis  carmen  lyra,  5 

Hac  Dorium,  illis  Barbarum  ? 
Ut  nuper,  a&us  quum  freto  Neptunius 

Dux  fugit  uflis  navibiw, 

Minatus 


Before  the  general  Battle  of  Adium,  there  were  feveral 
fmall  Engagements  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  between  fome 
Parties  of  both  Armies,  in  which  the  Troops  of  Odavius 
had  always  the  Advantage.  At  laft  the  two  Fleets  failed, 
and  all  the  Forces  prepared  for  a  decifive  Adion.  Cleo- 
patra, alarmed  by  the  Danger,  immediately  fled,  when  An- 
tony, meditating  a  fccure  Retreat,  and  abandoning  to  his 
Generals  the  Glory  and  Hazard  of  the  Battle,  followed 
her.  When  this  firft  Succefs  was  known  at  Rome,  Anxiety 
was  inflantly  changed  into  Hope  j  Fortune  feemed  to  hav'e 
declared  for  Odavius,  and  a  Detail  of  a  complete  Vidory 
was  every  Hour  expeded.  Horace  could  not  be  infenfiblc 
to  fuch  happy  Prefages,  and  impatient  to  fhew  his  Joy,  he 
wrote  inflantly  to  Maecenas,  who  was  then  at  AdHum  with 
Odavius,  and  who  had  commanded  the  Liburnian  Fleet 
in  that  Adion.  The  Turn  of  this  Ode  is  natural ;  the 
Poetry  animated  by  the  Sentiment,  and  the  Sentiment  va- 
ried by  the  Poetry.  The  Date  of  this  Piece  cannot  be  dif- 
puted,  fmce  the  Battle,  which  is  the  Sabjed  of  it,  was 
fought  on  the  i  zth  of  September  72*.  "  SAN. 

Verf.  c.  Sonaatt  tnijlum.}  This  Paflage  hath  its  Difficul- 
ties. The  principal  confilb  in  knowing  how  two  Inltru- 

mentj, 
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EPODE  IX.     To  MAECENAS.  ,,11^  \ 

WHEN  (hall  we  quafF,  myLord,  the  flowingWine, 
Referv'd  for  pious  Feafts,  and  Joys  divine  ? 
Csefar  with  Conqueft  comes,  and  gracious  Jove, 
Who  gave  that  Conqueft,  fhall  our  Joys  approve  : 
Then  bid  the  Breath  of  Harmony  infpire 
The  Doric  Flute,  and  wake  the  Phrygian  Lyre ; 
As  late  when  the  Neptunian  Youth,  who  fpurn'd 
A  mortal  Birth,  beheld  his  Navy  burn'd. 

And 


mcnts,  which  play  in  different  Keys  can  agree  together  in 
the  fame  Concert.  Mr.  Dacier  not  only  confefles  his  own 
Ignorance,  but  affures  us,  that  ancient  Mufic  is  entirely 
loft.  Mr.  Sanaclon  thinks  his  Countryman  fhould  only 
have  profeffed  his  own  Ignorance,  and  that  he  had  not 
an  Authority  to  anfwer  for  the  Public. 

Let  us  firft  explain  the  Words.  Carmen  fignifies  an 
Air,  fince  Horace  muft  fuppofe  a  Symphony  of  Inftru- 
ments.  Miflum  fhews  that  the  Lyre  and  the  Flutes  played 
together  in  Concert ;  the  Lyre  in  the  Doric  Key,  the  Flutes 
in  the  Phrygian  or  Barbarian  ;  and  that  in  this  Manner 
they  formed  an  agreeable  Harmony.  We  cannot  fuppofe, 
that  thefe  Inftruments  played  the  fame  Air  upon  different 
Keys  at  the  fame  time,  for  this  could  never  produce  Har- 
mony. It  is  fufficient  to  explain  our  Poet,  that  they  fuc- 
ceeded  alternately  to  each  other,  which  is  not  difiicult  to 
comprehend. 

Let  us  fuppofe  an  Air  in  which  the  leffer  Third  pafles 

on  to  the  Greater.     The  Lyre  may  then  play  in  the  Tone 

X  3  of 
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Minatus  urbi  vincla,  quae  detraxerat 

Servis  amicus  pcrfidis.  10 

Kbmanus,  (eheu  !  pofteri  negabitis) 

Emancipatus  fceminae 
Fert  vallum  &  anna  miles,  &  fpadonibus 

Servirc  rugofis  potcft  : 
Ihterque  figna  turpe  militariu  15 

Sol  a  I  pic  it  conopcum. 
Ad  hoc  frementes  verterunt  bis  mille  equos 

Galli,  canentes  Czfaremr ; 
Hoftiliumque  nayium  portu  latent 

Puppes  finiftrorfum  citae.  20 

lo 


of  the  leflcr  Third ;  the  Flutes  may  take  the  Tone  of  the 
greater  Third,  and  the  Lyre  (hall  end  in  returning  to  the 
leflcr  Third.  In  this  Suppofnion,  although  they  play  in 
different  Keys,  yet  the  Air  is  common  to  both  Inflrumentj, 
which  is  iuHicient  to  explain  the  mijlum  fcu-niai. 

If  the  Reader  coniuk  an  Edition  of  Ptolemy,  publifhed 
at  Oxford  in  the  Year  1682.  lie  may  find  that  our  Half  or 
lefler  Third  agrees  with  th*  Doric  Tone ;  aud  our  full  and 
greater  Third  with  the  Phrygian.  Thu^  the  Lyre  and  the 
Flutes  may  alternately  piny  the  fame  Air,  and  thus  change 
and  vary  the  Pafliono.  A  full  Tone  raifes  our  Paffions  to 
their  utmofl  Height  of  Pride  and  Pleafure  ;  the  half  Tone, 
which  is  an  imperfect  Sound,  checks  thefe  rifing  Paffion!>, 
and  leaves  a  Languor  of  Grief,  Sadnefs,  or  Defpair,  upon 
the  Hearer.  This  feems  to  be  Nature's  Difference  be- 
tween Perfectiott  and  Imperfection  in  Mufic. 

7.  Ut  nuper.']  Horace  artfully  mentions  the  Viclory  of 
Oftavius,  by  which  Sextus  Pompeius  was  oppreileJ  with 
the  whole  Weight  of  War  in  the  Sicilian  Sea,  and  was  ob- 
liged to  fly  into  Afia.  To/a  rtu/e  belli  in  Siculo  freto  Ju'venis 
oppreffitt  f/i.  Enflamed  by  his  Succefs  in  a  former  Engage- 
ment with  the  Fleet  of  Oftavius,  he  perfuaded  himfelf  that 
he  was  the  Son  of  Neptune.  H«  put  on  an  azure  Robe, 
and  offered  Sacrifices  to  that  God. 
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And  fled  affrighted  through  his  Father's  Waves, 
With  his  perfidious  Hoft ;  his  Hoft  of  Slaves, 
Freed  from  thofe  Chains,  with  which  his  Rage  defign'cf, 
Impious  !  the  free-born  Sons  of  Rome  to  bind. 

The  Roman  Troops  (Oh  !  be  the  Tale  denied 
By  future  Times)  enflavM  to  Woman's  Pride> 
And  to  a  wither'd  Eunuch's  Will  fevere 
Bafely  fubdued,  the  Toih  of  War  couH  bear. 
Amidft  the  Roman  Eagles  Sol  furvey'd, 
O  Shame  !  th'  Egyptian  Canopy  difplay'd  ; 
When  twice  a  thoufand  Gauls  aloud  proclaim, 
Indignant  at  the  Sight,  great  Caefar's  Name, 
And  a  brave  Fleet,  by  juft  Refentment  led, 
Turn'd  their  broad  ProwS,  and  to  our  Havens  fled. 

Come, 


10.  Ser<uus  d~mfcvs  perfidis.~\  Pompey  received  all  the  Slaves 
who  would  enter  into  his  Service,  and  the  Defercion  was  fo 
great  through  Italy,  that  the  Veftals  ottered  Sacrifices  and 
Prayers  to  prevent  the  Continuance  of  it.  SAN. 

\z.  Emancipates. .]  This  compounded  Word  is  Wronger 
than  the  limple  mancipaius;  thus  emirari,  for  tjalde  mirari; 
and  in  Virgil  e*vtrbttari,  for  valde  verttrari.  Cleopatra 
had  fo  perfectly  fubdued  Antony  and  his  Soldiers,  that  he 
frequently  followed  her  Chariot  on  Foot,  while  the  Ro- 
mans thought  themfelves  honoured  by  being  her  Guards, 
and  bearing  on  their  Shields  the  Name  of  Cleopatra. 

DAC.  SAN. 

17.  dd  hocJ]  Enraged  at  fuch  a  Sight.  Galli  frementes 
ad  hoc  fpe£tacalum.  Amyntas,  King  of  the  Gallogrseci, 
quitted  the  Party  of  Antony,  and  went  over  to  (Mavius. 
Rex  Amyntas  maxima  Cff  praciplti  periculo  tranfmijit  ad  Caja- 
rem.  VELL.  Therefore  Mr.  Sanadon  thinks,  that  thefe  are 
the  People  whom  the  Poet  calls  Galli,  fince  the  Gauls, 
properly  fo  named,  are  never  mentioned  by  any  Hiilorian, 
in  the  Battle  of  Adium.  Titus  Livius  oftener  calls  this 
Nation  Galli,  than  Gallogreeci, 

X  ^  The 
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16  triumphe  j  tu  moraris  aureos 

Currus,  &  inta&as  boves. 
Id  triumphe  ;  nee  Jugurthino  parem 

Bello  reportaiti  ducem  ; 
Ncque  Africanum,  cui  fuper  Carthaginem  25 

Virtus  fepulchrum  condidit. 
Terra  marique  viclus  hoftis,  Punico 

Lugubre  mutavit  fagum : 
Aut  ille  centum  nobiJem  Cretam  urbibus 

Ventis  iturus  non  fuis,  o0 

Exercitatas  aut  petit  Syrtes  Noto, 

Aut  ft'rtur  incerto  mari. 

Capaciores 


The  old  Commentator  prettily  remarks,  that  to  make  the 
Romans  more  infamous,  the  Poet  fays,  Even  the  Gauls 
difdaiued  to  ferve  under  the  Command  of  a  Woman  and 
her  Eunuchs. 


19.  Hojl,lium<i*e  navium.'}  There  is  indeed  fome  Per- 
rlexity  in  the  Text,  but  not  Icfs  in  the  Explications  of  our 
Interpreters.  Let  us  range  the  Sentence:  Puppet  bojlilium 
fta-vium  cit*  Jinijirorfum  latent  in  portu.  By  Puppes  we  may 
fimply  underitand  kofllles  nmes,  and  clt*  may  fignify  mot* 
or  *#*•,  from  the  Verb  tin.  Before  the  general  Engage- 
ment, and  even  at  the  Beginning  of  it,  feveral  Troops  by 
Sea  and  Land  went  over  to  the  Party  of  Csefar.  Horace 
fpeaks  of  this  double  Befertion  in  thcfe  two  Diftichs.  The 
Fleets  were  in  the  Gulph  of  Ambrafia;  that  of  Antony  on 
K»ght  Hand  along  the  Southern  Coaft,  that  of  Odla- 
vms  on  the  Left,  along  the  North  Shore.  On  this  Situa- 
tion depends  the  fecond  Diftich.  The  Veffels,  which  a- 
bandoned  Antony,  had  no  other  Courfe  to  fteer  into  the 
Ports  poflefled  by  Oftavius,  but  from  the  Right-fide  of  the 
Gulph  to  the  Left. 

_  The  Poet  afcribes  thefe  Defertions  to  the  Conduft  of 
Cleopatna,  who  was  not  arnamcd  to  difplay  her  Luxury 
evenmthemidftof  aCamp;  his  whole  Indignation  falU 
upon  th.s  Phncefs  j  nor  does  he  fay  any  thing  which  can 
be  perfonally  applied  to  Antony.   'HC  only  defcribes  him 
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Come,  God  of  Triumphs,  bring  the  golden  Car,   * 
The  untam'd  Heifers,  and  the  Spoils  of  War, 
For  He,  whofe  Virtue  rais'd  his  awful  Tomb 
O'er  ruin'd  Carthage,  ne'er  return'd  to  Rome 
So  great  and  glorious,  nor  did  Lybia's  Field 
To  Thee,  O  Triumph,  fuch  a  Leader  yield. 

Purfued  by  Land  and  Sea,  the  vanquifh'd  Foe 
Hath  chang'd  his  Purple  for  the  Garb  of  Woe  ; 
With  Winds,  no  more  his  own  ;  with  fhatter'd  Fleet, 
He  feeks  the  far-fam'd  hundred  Towns  of  Crete  ; 
To  tempeft-beaten  Lybia  fpeeds  his  Way, 
Or  drives  a  Vagrant  through  th'  uncertain  Sea. 

Boy, 


in  general  by  calling  him  the  Roman  Soldier,  and  the  con- 
quered Enemy.  Romanus  mi/es,  *ui£hu  hoftis.  SAN. 

21.  I'6  triumphe.]  Horace  addrefles  his  Prayes  to  Triumph, 
as  to  a  God,  and  upon  the  News  of  Antony's  and  Cleopatra's 
Flight,  without  waiting  for  the  Decree  of  the  Senate,  he 
declares  that  O&avius  had  deferred  the  Honours  of  a  Tri- 
umph. SAN. 

25.  Africanum]  Appears  in  feveral  Manufcripts  and  an- 
cient Editions,  and  has  been  received  by  all  later  Editors. 
The  Commentators  are  divided  in  their  Judgement,  and  in- 
deed with  very  fpecious  Arguments  on  both  Sides,  whether 
Horace  intended  the  great  Scipio,  or  his  adopted  Grandfon 
Scipio  ^milianus,  who  ruined  Carthage.  Torrentius  and 
Mr.  Dacier  think,  that  the  Poet  had  in  view  a  remarkable 
Circumftance  in  the  firft  Scipio's  Hiftory.  Having  defeated 
Hannibal,  he  was  baniftied  by  the  Ingratitude  of  his 
Country  to  Linternum,  where  he  died  and  was  buried  with- 
out Pomp  or  Ceremony  by  his  Wife.  His  Virtue,  fays  Ho- 
race, erefted  a  more  magnificent  Tomb  to  him  in  Carthage, 
which  he  had  fubdued,  than  the  Romans  could  have  railed 
to  preferve  his  Memory,  if  they  had  been  lefs  unjuft  and 
ungrateful. 


<i  HORATH  FLACCI  EPODOH        Lib. 
Capacities  affer  huc»  piie/*  fcyphoe, 

Et  CM*  tina  aut  Lelbifc  j, 
Vel,  quod  fluei*«i»  naufeam  coilfceat*  |^ 

Metire  nobie  CaecufcuHfc 
Curam  metum(jue  Cafaris  reium  j»vat 
Dulci  Lyaeo- iblvete* 

EPODE 


33.  Capariorts  alftr  jr&boi .]  Our  Poet's  Joy  was  too  lively 
to  watt  the  Return  of  Mzecenas.  He  celebrates  the  Viftory 
of  Oftavius  die  Moment  ho  rrcrivr;  rfie  News,  and  he 
thinks  his  Apprcheniionv  for  tlir  Safety  of  that  Prince  ought 
to  ceafc,  becaufe  it  was  not  known  at  Rome  that  he  in- 
tended to  complete  hi->  Conquell  by  purfuing  Antony,  and 
expofuig  ftmiclf  to  new  Danger";.  DAC. 
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Boy,  bring  us  larger  Bowls,  and  fill  them  round 
With  Chianv  or  the  Lefbian  Vintage  crown'd, 
Or  rich  Csecubian,  which  may  befl  reftrain 
Thefe  fickening  Qualms,  and  fortify  the  Brain. 
Th'  infpiring  Juice  mall  the  gay  Banquet  warm, 
Nor  Caefar's  Danger  fhall  our  Fears  alarm. 


EPODE  X.     In 


MALA  foluta  navis  exit  alite 
Kerens  olentem  Maevium. 
Ut  horridis  utrumque  verberes  latus, 

Aufter,  memento  flue~Hbus  : 
Niger  rudentes  Eurus,  inverfo  mari,  5 

Fra&ofque  remos  differat  : 
Infuigat  Aquilo,  quantus  altis  montibus 

Frangit  trementes  ilices  ; 
Nee  fidus  atra  nocte  amicum  appareat, 

Qua  triftis  Orion  cadit  ;  I* 

Quietiore  nee  feratur  aequore 

Quam  Graia  vi&orum  manus  ; 
Quum  Pallas  ufta  vertit  iram  ab  Ilio 

In  impiam  Ajacis  ratem. 

O  quantus  inftat  navitis  fudor  tuis,  15 

Tibique  pallor  luteus, 

Et 


Maevius  appears  to  be  one  of  the  Perfons,  who  are  brought 
upon  the  Stage  of  the  World  by  Nature  to  be  the  Sport  of 
Fame.  The  two  greateft  Poets  of  the  Auguftan  Aee  have 
handed  him  down  to  latuft  Pofterity  ;  but  furely  iuch  an 
Immortality  is  far  lefs  valuable  than  perfect  Oblivion.  His 
Name  has  p.ifled  into  a  Proverb,  which  joins,  in  one  Idea, 
a  wretched  Verfificator,  and  a  sloven.  It  does  not  appear 
in  what  Manner  he  had  offended  Virgil  and  Horace  ;  pro- 
bably by  prefuming  to  think  himfelf  their  Equal ;  or  per- 
haps by  writing  Verfes  againft  them.  SAN. 

Veri.  4.  Aujier.~\  It  ,is  remarkable  that  Horace  mentions 
thofe  Winds  alone,  which  were  contrary  to  the  Voyage  of 
this  unfortunafe  Rhymer.  He  even  m^kes  a  Difference  be- 

tweea 


(  3-7  ) 
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Ct  '  .    '~.  -    •'•  f  ••;•!)»••  oJ««Vf 

WHEN  filthy  Msevius  hoifts  the  fpreading  Sail, 
Each  lucklefs  Omen  ftiall  prevail. 
Ye  Southern  Winds,  invert  the  foamy  Tides, 

And  bang  his  labouring  Veflel's'  Sides  j 
Let  Eurus  roufe  the  Main  with  blackening  Roar, 

Crack  every  Cable,  every  Oar. 
May  Northern  Storms  rife  dreadful  o'er  the  Floods, 

As  when  they  break  the  Mountain- Woods, 
And  while  Orion  fets  in  watry  Light, 

Let  not  a  Star  fhine  through  the  Night. 
Mayft  Thou  no  kinder  Winds,  O  Masvius,  meet, 

Than  the  victorious  Grecian  Fleet, 
When  Pallas  turn'd  her  Rage  from  ruin'd  Troy, 

The  impious  Ajax  to  deftroy. 
With  Streams  of  Sweat  the  toiling  Sailor  glows, 

Thy  Face  a  muddy  Palenefs  {hows, 

Nor 


tween  them,  and  addreffes  himfelf  particularly  to  the  South, 
for  its  Power  over  thofe  Seas,  efpecially  the  Entrance  into 
the  Gulf  of  Venice.  The  Weft  Wind  could  not  juftly  be 
mentioned,  fmce  it  muft  have  been  favourable  to  his 
Voyage.  SAN. 

13.  Quum  P 'alias. ,]  The  Goddefs  might  have  inftantly  re- 
venged this  Affront,  but  the  Infult  Sprette  injuria  form<s 
offered  to  her  by  Paris,  was  nearer  to  her  Heart,  and  Ajax 
was  fuffered  to  depart  in  Safety,  while  She  was  burning 
Troy.  Thus  our  Poet,  fays  Mr.  Dacier,  would  inhnuate, 
(hat  when  Beauty  and  Chaftity  are  equally  offended,  Beauty 
always  demands  the  firft  Reparation. 

15.  O  quantus  injlat.]  Horace  is  not  contented  with  load- 
ing Maevius  with  Imprecations,  but  promiicb  himfelf  tLar 
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Et  ilia  non  virilis  ejulatio, 

Preces  &  averfum  ad  Jovem  ; 
lonius  udo  quum  renmgiens  finu* 

Noto  carinam  ruperit  !  19 

Opima  quod  fi  praeda  curvo  litorc 

Porre&a  merges  juveiis  | 
Libidinofus  immolabitur  caper* 

Et  agna  tempcftutibus. 


they  fhall  take  Effeft.  He  already  behold:,  him  ftruggling 
againft  the  Tempeft,  and  fuvrounded  by  the  Tcrroiws  of 
Death.  His  Vengeance  is  not  latisfied  even  here,  but  ex- 
tends  to  the  Carcafs  of  this  Unfortunate.  Surely  (hjs  wejre 
too  violent  againft  a  Man  only  for  being  a  Sloven.  SAN. 

1  8.  Preces  &  arverfum]  Horace  does  n*t  fay,  that  Prayers 
to  the  Gods  are  Inftances  of  our  Cowardice  in  Time  of 
Danger  ;  but  pleafantly  reprefents  Maeviqs  ufelefsly  addreff- 
ing  his  Vows  to  Jupher,  who  difdains  to  hear  him.  The 
Indignation  of  this  God  necefiarily  fuppofcs  that  Mzvius 
was  guilty  of  fomc  enormous  Crimes,  for  his  flpvenly 
Filthinefs  alone  could  not  juftly  Occafion  his  Shipwreck. 

SAW. 

21.  Opima  pr*J*.]  We  may  conclude  from  this  Expref- 
fion  that  Mzvius  was  exceflively  fat,  which  mufl  have  ren- 
dered all  bad  Scents  about  him  more  infupportable.  Per- 
haps the  Poet  alludes  to  Vi&ims  fattened  for  Sacrifice. 

•*  TORR. 

<).  Immolaliitur  tapar.~\  Sacrifices  were  offered  to  Tem- 
pefts  to  turn  away  their  Rage,  or  to  make  them  ceale  ;  but 
Horace  promifes  a  Victim  to  them  to  increafe  their  Violence 
againft  this  unfortunate  Maevius.  He  makes  the  firft  Vows, 
that  their  Godfhipa  might  remember  they  were  in  Honour 
engaged  to  him,  and  ought  not  to  liften  to  the  Cries  of 
Maevius  in  his  Diilreft.  A  Goat  was  not  ufually  facrificed 
to  Tempefts,  but  our  Poet  feems  to  chufe  it,  becaufe  it  has 
of  all  Animals  the  moft  offenftve  Ranknefs  of  Smell,  as 
Mjcvius  had  of  all  Mankind  fomc  natural  Scents  moft  dif- 
agrceable.  Perhaps  by  the  Epithet  libidinofus  Horace  in- 
tended the  Debaucheries  of  Mxvius,  which  might  have  con- 
tributed to  this  Naftinefs  of  his  Perfon.  MARCH.. 

Et  agna.']  The  Greeks  facrificed  a  black  male  Lamb  to 
the  Tempefts,  whom  they  worihipped  as  Gods  ;  the  Romans 
offered  them  a  black  Ewe,  as  to  Goddcfles,  Tcmpeftates. 


Epod.  10.     THE  EPODIS  #F  HORACE, 
Nor  fliall  thy  vile,  unmanly  Wailings  move 

The  Pity  «f  avenging  J«v«'. 
While  watry  Winds  the  bellowing  Qcean  (hake, 

I  fee  thy  luddefs  VdTel  b^?k, 
But  if  thy  Carcafs  reach  the  winding  Shore, 

And  Birds  the  pamper'd  Prey  devour, 
A  Lamb  an4  luiiful  Goat  fliall  thank  the  Storm, 

And  I  the  Sacrifice  perform. 


C<  J£0   ) 
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EPODE  XI.    dd  PETTIUM. 

PETTI,  nihil  me,  ficut  antea,  juvat 
,  Sphere  verficulos,  amore  pcrculfiun  gravi ; 
Amore,  qui  me,  przter.omnes>  expetit 

Mollibus  in  pueris,  aut  in  puellis  were. 
Hie  tertius  Pecember,  ex  quo  diftiti 

Inachia  furere,  fdvis  honorem  decutit. 
Heu  !  me,  per  Urbem  (nam  pudet  tanti  mail) 

Fabula  quanta  fui  !  Conviviorum  ut  poenitet, 
In  queis  amantem  if  languor  &  filendum 

Arguit,  &  latere  petitus  imo  fpiritus  \  ,^ 

Contrane  lucrum  nil  valere  candidum 

Pauperis  ingenium,  querebar,  applorans  ti^i, 
Simul  calentis  inverecundus  Dcus 

Fervidiore  mero  arcana  promorat  loco. 
Quod  fi  meis  inseftuet  praccordiis  ,  * 

Libera  bilis,  ut  hacc  ingrata  vends  dividat 

Fomenta, 


Horace  m  this  Ode  complains  that  Advice  of  Friends 
Pnde  of  Refentment,  and  all  Regard  for  public  Reputation* 
are  ufeleft  m  Matters  of  Love  ;  for  as  foon  as  he  has  difen- 
gaged  Himfelf  from  one  Intrigue,  he  enters  into  another 
^rom  hence  he  pleafantly  recounts  the  Story  of  his  Paffion 

*  °f  Which  ScaU«er  ^ould  IWc  have 

ly  5ronounces  ^  rude,  difagreeable. 
* 


d,        ^      ri  nounces     rue,      agreeale. 

and  unworthy  of  being  read.  j)AC* 


(  321  ) 


EPODE  XL     30  PETTIUS. 

SINCE  cruel  Love,  O  Pettius,  pierc'd  my  Heart, 
How  have  I  loft  rny  once-lov'd  Lyric  Art  ? 
Thrice  have  the  Woods  their  leafy  Honours  mourn'd, 
Since  for  Inachia's  Beauties  Horace  burn'd. 
How  was  I  then  (for  I  confefs  my  Shame) 
Of  every  idle  Tale  the  laughing  Theme  ? 
Oh  !  that  I  ne'er  had  known  the  jovial  Feaft, 
Where  the  deep  Sigh,  that  rends  the  labouring  Breafl, 
Where  Languor,  and  a  gentle  Silence  fhows, 
To  every  curious  Eye,  the  Lover's  Woes. 

Pettius,  how  often  o'er  the  flowing  Bowl, 
When  the  gay  Liquor  warmM  my  opening  Soul, 
When  Bacchus,  jovial  God,  no  more  reftrain'd 
The  modeft  Secret,  how  have  I  complain 'd, 
That  wealthy  Blockheads,  in  a  Female's  Eyes, 

From  a  poor  Poet's  Genius  bear  the  Prize  ? 

But 


Lambinus  firft  divided  the  fecond  Yerfes  of  this  Ode, 
t»pon  Authority  of  feme  Manufcripts ;  but  Doctor  Bentley 
has  largely  proved,  that  fuch  a  Divifion  not  only  contra- 
di£ts  all  ancient  Writers  upon  the  Meafurcs  of  Lyric  Verfef, 
but  allures  us,  that  it  is  riot  found  in  the  beft  Mannfcripts. 

Verf.  13.  Inwreeundus  Dens.]  This  Pafiage  hath  been  ex- 
plained in  the  twenty  feventh  Ode  of  the  hril  Bcok. 

i6.  Ingrata  foment 'a. .]  Horace  calls  Tears,  Complaints, 
Sighs,  and  Silence,  Fo>/;<::;ta,  fmce  they  really  encourage 
bur  Palfions  and  give  them  new  Force, 

Vol.  IL  Y 
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Fomenta,  vulnus  nil  malum  levantia ; 

Definet  imparibus  certare  fummotus  pudor. 
Ut  hare  feverus  te  palam  laudaveram, 

Juflus  abire  domum,  ferebar  incerto  pede  20 

Ad  non  amicos,  heu  !  mihi  poftes,  &  hcu  ! 

Limina  dura  ;  quibus  lumbos  &  infregi  latus. 
Nunc,  gloriantis  quamlibct  mulicrculam 

Vincere  mollitic,  amor  Lycifci  me  tenet ; 
Unde  expedire  non  amicorum  queant  25 

Libera  confilia,  nee  contumeliae  graves  ; 
Sed  alius  ardor,  aut  puellae  Candidas, 

Aut  teretis  pueri,  longam  renodantis  comam. 

EPODE 


1 8.  Imperious  certttre.]  Puder  fummnttu  define*  cert  are  for 
ita  fummwebltur  ut  definat.     The  frit  Reflexion  made  by  a 
Man  of  Spirit,  who  has  been  ill-treated  by  his  Miftrefs  is, 
that  it  is  onlv  not  diflionourable  to  yield  her  to  an  unwor- 
thy Rival,    but  that  it  would  be  fnameful  to  difpute  the 
Pofleflion  of  her.     Horace  means  by  im/wct  thofe  Rivals, 
who  carry  away  the  Prize  of  Beauty  by  the  Power  of  Gold. 

DAC. 

19.  Laudfi-ijernmJ]  This  Verb  in  good  Authors  often  fig- 
nifics  to  Ipeak,  to  declare.    We  may  alfo  underftand  it  here, 
When  Hofaif  bad  '  i^audtd  bimfelf  for  tLnt  gallant  Refolution. 
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But  if  a  generous  Rage  my  Breaft  fhould  warm, 
I  fwore — no  vain  Amufements  e'er  mall  charm 
M*  aching  Wounds.     Ye  vagrant  Winds  receive 
1  he  Sighs,  that  footh  the  Pains  they  mould  relieve 
Here  mall  my  Shame  of  being  conquer'd  end, 
Nor  with  fuch  Rivals  will  I  more  contend. 

When  thus,  with  folemn  Air,  I  vaunting  faid, 
Ihfpir'd  by  thy  Advice  I  homeward  fped, 
But  ah  !  my  Feet  in  wonted  Wanderings  {tray, 
And  to  no  friendly  Doors  my  Steps  betray, 
There  I  forget  my  Vows,  forget  my  Pride, 
And  at  her  Threftiold  lay  my  tortur'd  Side. 


V    2 


EPODE  XIII.     Ad  AMICUM. 

HORRIDA  tempeftas  ccelum  contraxit :  &  imbrcs 
Nivefque  deducunt  Jovem  : 
Nunc  mare,  nunc  fyliize 
Threicio  Aquilone  fonant.     Rapiamus,  amice, 

Occafioncm  de  die  j  5 

Dumque  virent  genua, 
Et  decet,  obdu£ta  folvatur  fronte  fenedtus, 
Tu  vina  Torquato  move 

Confule  prefla  meo. 

Cstera  mitte  loqui.     Deus  haec  fortafle  beaigna        !• 
Reducet  in  fedem  vice. 
Nunc  &  Achaemenio 
Perfundi  nardo  juvat,  &  fide  Cyllenea 
Levare  duris  peftora 

Solicitudinibus :  I 5 

Nobilis 


One  of  our  Poet's  Friends  had  probably  received  fome 
bad  News,  in  which  his  Fortune  was  deeply  interefted. 
Horace  employs  his  Mufe  to  comfort,  and  advife  him,  in 
the  Spirit  of  Epicurean  Philofophy,  to  fweeten  his  Cares 
with  Mufic,  Wine  and  a  Companion.  To  give  a  greater 
Authority  to  his  Moral,  he  takes  it  from  the  Mouth  ef 
Chiron,  who  utters  his  Maxims  to  young  Achilles  with  as 
awful  an  Air,  as  if  he  were  pronouncing  the  Oracles  ct* 
Wifdom.  This  Turn  is  plcafant,  ingenious,  well  chofen, 
aud  artfully  conduded.  Perhaps,  the  graveft  Precepts  of 
•tW: 'Stoical  School  could  not  have  been  more  happily  em- 
'  ployed.  SAN. 

Verfe  i.  £»/»»  entrant.]  When  the  Clouds  are  colleft- 
ed,  the  Sky  fcems  contrafted  When  they  dilperle,  it  ap 
pears  open  and  expanded.  Such  is  the  Force  of  the  Verb 
csntrabere.  DAC. 

7.    Obdufle  fohatur  fronte  fuieXm.']     The   Poet   fays, 
imtflus,    qu<r  tft    oM»8a  fronte,  folvatur,   inftead  of  front 
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SEE  what  horrid  Tempefts  rife, 
And  contract  the  clouded  Skies  ; 
Snows  and  Showers  fill  the  Air, 
And  bring  down  the  Atmofphere. 
Hark  !  what  Tempefts  fweep  the  Floods  ! 
How  they  fhake  the  ratling  Woods ! 

Let  us,  while  its  in  our  Power, 
Let  us  feize  the  fleeting  Hour ; 
While  our  Cheeks  are  frefh  and  gay, 
Let  us  drive  old  Age  away, 
Let  us  fmooth  its  gather'd  Brows, 
Youth  its  Hour  of  Mirth  allows. 

Bring  us  down  the  mellow'd  Wine, 
Rich  in  Years,  that  equal  mine ; 
Prithee  talk  no  more  of  Sorrow, 
To  the  Gods  belong  To-morrow, 
And,  perhaps,  with  gracious  Power, 
They  may  change  the  gloomy  Hour, 
Let  the  richeft  Eflence  fhed 
Eaftern  Odours  on  your  Head, 
While  the  foft  Cyllenian  Lyre 
Shall  your  labouring  Breaft  infpire. 

To 


qualis  fjl  feneftutis,  fd<vatur.  Thus  frons  okdufla 
fignii'es  triftitia,  and  fo/vatur  means  amandetur.  They, 
who  are  converfant  in  the 'Language  of  Poets,  know  that 
fuch  Tranipolitions  are  familiar  to  them.  SAN. 

10.  Cetera."]  Every  Thing  that  does  not  encourage  Good- 
humour,  every  Thing,  that  can  dilturb  oar  Pleaiures.  BOND. 
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Nobilis  ut  grandi  cecinit  Centaurus  alumno  j 
Invidle  moitalis,  Dea 
Nate  pUer  Thetide, 

Te  manct  AfTaraci  tellus,  quam  frigida-  parvi     r 
Findunt  Scamandri  flumina,  2O 

Lubricus  &  Simois  r 

Unde  tibi  reditum  curto  fubtcmine  Parcae 
Rupere ;  nee  mater  domum 

Caerula  te  revehet. 

Illic  omne  malum  vino  cantuque  Icvato,       ,  25 

Deformis  asgrimoniae  ac 

Dulcibus  alloquiis. 

EPODE 


r.uxn  :          v-      •:;  pen** 

Deui  btrcforta/e.]  This  God,  in  the  Religion  of  Epi- 
cureans, was  Fortune  ;  but  in  Stoical  Principles,  the  firft 
Mover  and  Mafter  of  the  Univerfe,  which  he  rules  and 
conduds  by  his  Providence.  TORR. 

22  Curto.]  This  Correction,  which  only  changes  a  fin- 
gle  Letter,  is,  in  Mr.  Sanadon's  Opinion,  one  of  the  hap- 
pit-ft,  that  the  Criticifin  of  Doctor  Bentley  hath  produced. 
The  ufual  Reading  ccrto  fubtcmint  is  hardly  to  be  under- 
ftood,  and  ambiguous,  if  not  ricious,  in  the  Conftruftion. 
If  the  Fates  had  granted  Achijles  an  happy  Return,  Horace 
might  equally  have  faid  Pare*  tibi  reditum  duxert  eerto  fub- 
temine.  This  Epithet  is  therefore  too  general  ;  nor  does  it 
well  agree  with  rupere.  But  in  faying,  Pare*  tibi  reditum 
rupere  curto  jultemine,  his  Phrafe  is  clear  from  all  Perplexity, 
and  his  Thought  perfectly  ope.n.^  Heinfius  obferves,  in  his 
Notes  upon  Ovid,  that  the  Copyifls  frequently  quarrel  with 
the  Word  curtus,  which  they  fometimes  change  into  curuut, 
and  fometimes  into  ceivus. 
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To  his  Pupil,  brave  and  young, 
Thus  the  noble  Centaur  fung  ; 
Matchlefs  Mortal  !  though  'tis  thine, 
Proud  to  boaft  a  Birth  divine, 
Yet  the  Banks,  with  cooling .  Waves   jr.2 
Which  the  fmooth  Scamander  laves ; 
And  where  Simois  with  Pride 
Rougher  rolls  his  rapid  Tide, 
Deftin'd  by  unerring  Fate, 
Shall  the  Sea-born  Hero  wait. 
There  the  Sifters,  fated  Boy, 
Shall  thy  Thread  of  Life  deftroy,.  : 
Nor  {hall  azure  Thetis  more 
Waft  Thee  to  thy  natal  Shore  j 
Then  let  Joy  .and  Mirth  -be  thine,  ; 

Mirthful  Songs,  and  joyous  Wine, 
And  with  Converfe  blithe  and  gay, 
Drive  all  gloomy  Cares  away. 


lth   ah;/; 
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EPODE  XV.    Ad 

NOX  crat,  &  ccelo  fuJgebat  Luna  fereno 
Inter  minora  fidera, 
Quum  tu  magnorum  numen  laefura  Deorurn 

In  verba  jurabas  mea, 
Arc"lius  atque  edera  procera  aftringitur  ilex,  $ 

Lends  adhaerens  brachus  ; 
Dum  pecori  lupus,  &  nautis  infeftus  Orion 

Turbaret  hibernum  mare, 
Intonfofque  agitaret  Apollinis  aura  capillos, 

Fore  hunc  amorem  nmtuum.  10 

O  dolitura  mea  multum  virtute,  Neaera  : 

Nam  ft  quid  in  Flacco  viri  eft, 
Non  ferct  aiHduas  potion  te  dare  nodes  ; 

Et  quaeret  iratus  parem  : 
Nee  femel  offenfae  cedet  conftantia  formae,  1 5 

Si  certus  intrant  dolor. 

At 


This  Ode  hath  a  Simplicity,  which  perhaps  made  it  ap- 
pear little  valuable  to  the  Interpreters  ;  for  whatever  is  moil 
natural  is  leaft  ftriking  in  Works  of  this  Kind.  However, 
we  lhall  find  this  Poem  full  of  Paflion,  and  warm  Expref- 
fions  of  Nature,  that  really  fpeak  the  Language  of  the 
Heart.  DAC. 

Verf.  i.  Nsx  erat.~\  A  I  .over  loves  to  be  very  circum- 
ftantial  upon  all  Occalions,  which  he  remembers  with 
Pkafore.  Yet  Horace  does  not,  for  this  Reafon  alone, 
recount  thefe  little  Particularities.  He  would  raife  the 
Confufion  of  Neaera,  by  bidding  her  recoiled,  that  the 
Night  and,  the  Moon  were  Witnefles  of  thofe  Vows,  which 
She  was  determinod  to  violate,  even  while  She  was  mak- 
Jng  them.  Dtoruaf  nunun  Lr/ura.  DAC. 


(  3*9) 


EPODE  XV. 

CLEAR  was  the  Night,  the  Face  of  Heaven  ferene. 
Bright  {hone  the  Moon  amidft  her  {tarry  Train, 
When  round  my  Neck  as  curls  the  Tendril- Vine— — 
(Loofe  are  its  Curlings,  if  compar'd  to  thine) 
'Twas  then,  infulting  every  heavenly  Power, 
That,  as  I  dictated,  You  boldly  fwore ; 
While  the  gaunt  Wolf  purfues  the  trembling  Sheep ; 
While  fierce  Orion  harrows  up  the  Deep  ; 
While  Phoebus'  Locks  float  wanton  in  the  Wind, 
Thus  fhall  Neaera  prove,  thus  ever  kind. 

But,  if  with  aught  of  Man  was  Horace  born, 
Severely  {halt  Thou  feel  his  honeft  Scorn, 
Nor  £hall  He  tamely  bear  the  bold  Delight, 
With  which  his  Rival  riots  out  the  Night, 
But  in  his  Anger  feek  fome  kinder  Dame, 
Warm  with  the  Raptures  of  a  mutual  Flame, 

Nor 


7.  Dum  pecori  luposJ]  This  was  probably  the  Form  of  the 
Path,  which  Horace  di&ated  to  Nesera,  and  by  which  he 
would  infinuate  that  Earth,  Air  and  Skies  fhould  be  Avengers 
of  her  Perjury,  as  they  were  Witneffes  of  her  Oath.  TORR. 

ic.  Seme!  ojfenf<e •.]  The  ancient  Commentator  juftly  re- 
marks, that  this  Epithet  ojfenfte  is  a  paffive,  with  an  a&ive 
Signification.  Offenfa  forma  therefore  fignifies  Forma,  quee 
me  offendit. 

16.  Si  cert  us  intrdrit  dolor. ~\  When  Horace  writes,  Si  certus 
intrarit  dolor,  he  does  not  mean  intrarit  me,  for  the  con- 
ditional Si  would  deftroy  the  following,  Et  qu&ret  iratus 
farem.  Nor  does  he  defign  to  {often  his  Menaces  againft  his 

Miftrefs, 


33®      Q:  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON          Lib. 
At  tu,  quicunque  es  felicior,  atque  meo  nunc 

Superbus  incedis  malo  ;  • 
Sis  pecore  &  multa  dives  tellure  licebit, 

Tibique  Pa&olus  fluat,  20 

Nee  te  Pythagoras  fallant  arcana  renati, 

Formaque  vincas  Nirea  ;  5^/ 

Eheu  !  tranflatos  alio  moerebis  amores  : 

Aft  ego  viciffim  rifero. 

EPODE 


Miftrefs,  but  continues  to  threaten  her,  that  not  all  her 
Beauty  (hall  be  able  to  vanquiih  his  Refcntments,  even 
though  (he  fhould  be  really  concerned  for  having  offended 
him.  Si  is  ufed  for  etiam/f,  and  te  muft  be  underftood, 
etiamji  certtu  dolor  intrant  te.  We  are  obliged  for  this  Ex- 
planation of  the  Pailage  to  Monfieur  Chevreau. 

21.  Nee  te  Pytbagorsf.]  Horace  may  mean  natural  Philo- 
fophy,  of  which  Pythagoras  was  nonfordidus  auSar  ;  or  par- 
ticularly his  Doftnne  of  the  Metempfycofis,  from  whence 
' 


22.  Formdque  vincas  Nirea.~\  Our  Poet  reckons  three 
Things  extremely  neceflary  in  Affairs  of  Love  ;  Wit,  Beauty, 
and  Riches.  A  Perfon  as  handfome  as  Nireus  muft  have 
been  a  dangerous  Rival  to  Horace,  who  certainly  was  not 
very  comely.  D^C« 
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Nor  fliall  thy  Rage,  thy  Grief,  or  angry  Charms 

Recall  the  Lover  to  thy  faithlefs  Arms. 

And  Thou,  who-e'er  Thou  art,  who  joy  to  (hine, 

Proud  as  Thou  art,  in  Spoils,  which  once  were  mine, 

Though  wide  thy  Land  extends,  and  large  thy  Fold, 

Though,  Rivers  roll  for  Thee  their  pureft  Gold, 

Though  Nature's  Wifdom  in  her  Works  were  thine, 

And  Beauties  of  the  human  Face  divine, 

Yet  foon  thy  Pride  her  wandering  Love  (hall  mourn, 

While  I  fhall  laugh,  exulting  in  ray  Turn. 


(332  ) 


EPODK  XVI.     Ad  ROMANOS. 

ALTER  A  jam  teritur  bellis  civilibus  aetas, 
Suis  &  ipfa  Roma  viribus  ruit. 
Quam  neque  finitimi  valucrunt  perdcre  Marfi, 

Minacis  aut  Etrufca  Porfena?  manus  ; 
jSEmula  nee  virtus  Capuae,  nee  Spartacus  accr,  5 

Novifque  rebus  infidelis  Allobrox  ; 
Ncc  fera  carrulea  domuit  Germania  pube, 

Parentibufque  abominatus  Annibal, 
Impia  perdemus  devoti  fanguinis  atas  ? 

Ferifque  rurfus  occypabitur  folum  ?  JQ 

Barbarus  heu  !  cineres  infiftet  viftor,  &  urbem, 

Equcs  fonante  vcrberabit  ungula  ? 
Quasque  carent  ventis  &  folibus  ofla  Quirini, 

(Nefas  vidcre)  diffipabit  infolens  ? 

Forte, 

The  Republic  had  been  engaged  in  civil  Wars  almoft 
fixty  Years,  and  the  Quarrel  between  Odavius  and  Antony 
threatened  her  with  a  general  Liillblation.  ,Rome,  the 
eentre  of  Empire,  was  divided  between  the  two  Chiefs ; 
the  Adriatic  was  covered  with  more  than  feven  hundred 
Veflels ;  a  Battle  was  expedled,  and  that  Battle  was  to  decide 
the  Fate  of  the  Univerfe.  So  interefting  an  Event  ingroflcd 
the  Minds  of  all  Mankind.  An  Incertitude  of  the  Succefs 
alarmed  them,  and  a  Remembrance  of  the  preceding  Wars 
collected  into  one  Point  of  View  all  the  Horrours,  which 
they  had  produced. 

Horace,  amid  ft  thefe  Scenes  of  Terrour,  compofed  this 
Ode  m  which  he  propofes  to  the  Romans  a  Defertion  of 
then-Country,  and  a  Retreat  into  the  fortunate  I  Hands,  where 

TU-   n  Promifed  them  a  Lif«  more  peaceful  and  happy. 

h  Th  "w  T'  f  the  °pini°n  °f  Mr"  Sanadon,  appears  to 
be  the  Work  of  a  great  Poet,  whether  we  conf.der  it  with 
regard  to  the  Circumftances  in  which  it  was  compofed,  or  the 

Manner 
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EPODE  XVI.     T<?  the  ROMANS. 

IN  endlefs,  civil  War,  th'  imperial  State 
By  her  own  Strength  precipitates  her  Fate. 
What  neighbouring  Nations,  fiercely  leagu'd  in  Arms, 
What  Porfena,  with  infolent  Alarms 
Threatening  her  Tyrant  Monarch  to  reftore>$ 
What  Spartacus,  and  Capua's  rival  Power ; 
What  Gaul,  tumultuous  and  devoid  of  Truth, 
And  fierce  Germania,  with  her  blue-eyed  Youth  ; 
What  Hannibal,  on  whofe  accurfed  Head 
Our  Sires  their  deepeft  Imprecations  fhed, 
In  vain  attempted  to  her  awful  State, 
Shall  we.  a  Blood-devoted  Race,  compleat  ? 
Again  fliall  favage  Beafts  thefe  Hills  poffefs  ? 
And  fell  Barbarians,  wanton  with  Succefs, 
Scatter  our  City's  flaming  Ruins  wide, 
Or  through  her  Streets  in  vengeful  Triumph  ride, 
And  her  great  Founder's  hallow'd  Aflies  fpurn, 

That  fleep  uninjur'd  in  their  facred  Urn  ! 

But 


Manner  in  which  it  is  condufted.  Mr.  le  Fevre  thinks  it  a 
Performance  of  a  young  Poet,  and  Scaliger  calls  it  an  im- 
pertinent, ridiculous,  impudent  Attempt  of  perfuading  three 
hundred  thoufand  Romans  to  quic  their  Country. 

Verf.  i.  Belli*  ci'vilibus.}  The  civil  Wars  between  Marios 
and  Sylla,  which  began  in  666,  were  never  perfectly  extin^ 
guimed  until  the  Death  of  Antony,  724.  Horace  therefore 
fays,  that  this  was  the  fecond  Age  of  thofe  Wars,  becaufe 
they  had  commenced  in  the  preceding  Century. 

Auguftus  did  not  love  to  hear  thefe  Wars  called  civil  Wars ; 
but  Horace  gives  them  their  univerfal  and  real  Name  ;  nor 

did 


334       <i.HoRATii  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 
Forte,  (quod  expcdiat)  communiter  aut  melior  pars,  15 

Mails  carere  quseritis  laborious. 
Nulla  fit  hac  potior  (ententia  (Phocaeorum 

Velut  profugit  execrata  civitas  ; 
Agros  atque  lares  patrios,  habitandaque  fana 

Apris  reliquit  &  rapacious  lupis)  20 

Ire  pedes  quocunque  ferent,  quocunque  per  undas 

Notus  vocabit,  aut  protervus  Africus. 
Sic  placet  ?  an  melius  quis  habet  fuadere  ?,  Secunda 

Ratem  occupare  quid  moramur  alite  ? 
Sed  juremus  in  haec  :  funul  imis  faxa  renarint          25 

Vadis  levata,  ncc  redire  fit  nefas  ; 
Neu  converfa  domum  pigeat  dare  lintea,  quando 

Padus  Matina  laverit  cacumina  j 
In  mare  feu  celfus  procurrerit  Apenninus  j 

Novaque  monftra  junxerit  libidine  30 

Mirus  amor  ;  juvet  ut  tigres  fubfidere  cervis, 

Adulteretur  &  columba  miliio ; 
Credula  ncc  ravos  timeant  armenta  Icones, 

Ametque  falfa  levis  hircus  asquora. 


did  he  think  himfelf  obliged  to  prefcrve  fo  much  Delicacy 
to  a  Pcrfon,  whole  Succels  was  yet  doubtful ;  who  was  ab- 
fent,  and  who  had  not  Leifure  to  attend  to  inch  a  Minute- 
nefs-  CRVQ.  SAN. 

6.  Infdtlit  Ailolrex]  The  Commentators,  in  «eneral, 
here  underftanu  the  Germans,  but  Mr.  Dacier  confefies,  that 
the  Charatter  better  agrees  with  the  Gaulifh  Nation,  who 
were  ever  inconftant,  faithlcls,  -and  Lovers  of  Change. 

15.  $*odexpectiat.~\  *W  profit ;  tjvod  bcne  vert  at,  were 
Forms  of  Law,  and  ufed  in  Confultations.  The  Reading 
quid  expediat  has  thrown  our  Interpreters  into  inexplicable 
Perplexities.  Rutgeriius,  by  the  Change  of  a  fmgle  Letter, 

has 
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But  fome,  perhaps,  to  fhun  the  rifmg  Shame 
(Which  Heaven  approve)    would    try   fome   happier 

Scheme. 

As  the  Phocaeans  oft  for  Freedom  bled, 
At  length,  with  imprecated  Curfes,   fled, 
And  left  to  Boars  and  Wolves  the  facred  Fane, 
And  all  their  Houfhold  Gods,  adpr'd  in  vain, 
So  let  us  fly,  as  far  as  Earth  extends, 
Or  where  the  vagrant  Wind  our  Voyage  bends. 

Shall  this,  or  (hall  fome  better  Scheme  prevail  ? 
Why  do  we  ftop  to  hoift  the  willing  Sail  ? 
But  let  us  fwear,  when  floating  Rocks  mall  gain, 
Rais'd  from  the  Deep,  the  Surface  of  the  Main  ; 
When  lowly  Po  the  Mountain-Summit  laves, 
And  Apennine  mail  plunge  beneath  the  Waves  ; 
When  Nature's  Monfters  meet  in  ftrange  Delight, 
And  the  fell  Tygrefs  fhall  with  Stags  unite  ; 
When  the  fierce  Kite  fhall  wooe  the  willing  Dove, 
And  win  the  Wanton  with  adulterous  Love  ; 
When  Herds  on  brindled  Lions  fearlefs  gaze, 
And  the  fmooth  Goat  exults  in  briny  Seas, 
Then,  and  then  only,  to  the  tempting  Gale 
To  fpread  repentant  the  returning  Sail. 

But 


has  let  in  Light  upon  the  Pafiage,  by  which  we  can  difcover 
its  true  Meaning. 

1 8.  Execrata.]  The  Phocaeans,  being  befieged  by  Harpa- 
gus,  General  of  the  Persians,  demanded  one  Day's  Truce  to 
deliberate  upon  the  Propofmons  he  had  fent  to  them,  and 
defired,  that  he  would  draw  off  his  Army  from  their  Walls. 
As  foon  as  Harpagus  had  confented,  they  carried  their  molt 

valuable 
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Haec,  &  quae  poterunt  reditus  abfcindere  dulces,        35 

Eamus  omnis  execrata  civitas  j 
Aut  pars  indocili  melior  grege  :  mollis  &  exfpes 

Inominata  perprimaiit  cubilia. 
Vos,  quibus  eft  virtus,  muliebrem  tollite  lu£him, 

Etrufca  prater  &  volate  litora.  4^ 

Nos  manet  Oceanus  circumvagus  :  arva,  beata 

Petamus  arva,  divites  &  infulas ; 
Reddit  ubi  Cererem  tellus  inarata  quotannis; 

Et  imputata  floret  ufque  vinea  } 

Gefminat 


valuable  Effefts,  their  Wives  and  Children  aboard  their  Ships. 
Then  throwing  a  Mafs  of  glowing  Iron  into  rhe  Sea,  they 
bound  themfelves  by  Oath  never  to  return  to  their  Country 
until  that  Mafs  mould  rife  to  the  Surface  of  the  Water. 
from  hence  a  Grecian  Proverb,  As  long  at  the  Pho«can  Mafs 
oflronjhall  continue  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Octati.  Their  Story 
ii  told  by  Herodotus  and  Strabo. 

31.  Juvet  at  tigrei.']  Mr.  Dacier  not  injudicioufly  remarks, 
that  if  there  be  any  Characters  of  a  young  Poet  in  this  Ode, 
they  appear  in  the  Number  of  ImpoflibiHties,  which  are 
collected  here  When  we  write  upon  fo  melancholy  a  Sub- 
jeft  as  this,  or  on  a  Project  fo  difficult  of  Execution,  we 
fhould  not  thus  indulge  our  Wit  in  wandering  through  all 
Nature  for  Images  and  Comparifons.  If  this  Liberty  were 
allowed  to  us,  yet  we  ought  to  conceal  it ;  for  a  real  Grief 
would  expvefs  itfelf  in  another  Manner.  Horace  mould  have 
imitated  the  Phocaeans,  who,  throwing  their  Mafs  of  Iron 
into  the  Sea,  fwore  never  to  return  until  it  mould  float  again. 
They  departed  immediately;  nor  amufed  themfelves  in  find- 
ing other  Impoihbilities,  or  forming  other  Images. 

33.  Rui'os.]  Four  Mamifcripts  have  prefervcd  this  Read- 
ing, which  our  late  Editors  have  received  inftead  of  jiauosi 
orfee-vos,  that  appear  in  common  Editions. 

35.  Reditus  dulces. ,]  So  powerful  is  the  Love  of  our  Country, 
that  no  Vows  and  Imprecations  can  be  too  ftrong  to  engagd 
us  never  to  return.  Perhaps,  the  Poet  had  the  Example  of 
the  Phooeans  in  View,  the  greater  Part  of  whom,  touched 

with 
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But  to  cut  off  our  Hopes  ;  thofe  Hopes  that  charm 

Our  Fondnefs  home,  let  Us  with  Curfes  arm 

Thefe  high  Refolves,  '  Thus  let  the  Brave  and  Wife, 

Whofe  Souls  above  th'  indocile  Vulgar  rife ; 

And  let  the  Croud,  who  dare  not  hope  Succefs, 

Inglorious,  thefe  ill-omen'd  Seats  pofiefs. 

~  But  Ye,  whom  Virtue  warms,  indulge  no  more 
Thefe  female  Plaints,  but  quit  this  fated  Shore  ; 
For  Earth-furrounding  Sea  our  Flight  awaits, 
Offering  its  blifsful  Ifles,  and  happy  Seats, 
Where  annual  Ceres  crowns  th'  uncultur'd  Field, 
And  Vines  unprun'd  their  bluming  Clufters  yield  ; 

Where 


with  Companion  for   their   City,  violated  all  their  Oaths, 
and  returned  to  their  Country. 

41.  Nos  ntanetJ]  Thefe  Lines  will  bear  a  different  Inter- 
pretation according  to  the  Pointing.     Almoll  all  our  Edi- 
tions place  a  Stop  after  circum<vagu>  ar~a  ;  but   this  Epithet 
feems  to  prefent  an  Idea  too  vail  to  be  confined  fo  any  par- 
ticular Sea,  which  might  encircle  thefe  blifbful  Llands. 

42.  Divites  mfulas\    Thefe  Words    are  not  fynonymous 
with  arnja  beata.     The  firft  mew  the  Temperature  of  the 
Climate  ;  the  fecond  the  Fruitfulnefs  of  the  Soil.     Horace 
indeed  hath  feparately  ufed  thefe  Expreffions   in  the  fame 
Senfe ;  but  when  he  unites  them,  he   gives   them  different 
Significations.     •  SAN. 

The  Difficulty  of  this  Paflage  is  to  know  where  thefe 
happy  Countries  lie,  of  which  the  Poet  hath  given  fo  luxu- 
riant a  Deicription.  Mr.  Dacier  thinks  them  the  two  little 
Spanifh  I/lands  near  Andaluiia,  but  this  was  a  Retreat  too 
narrow  to  entertain  fo  great  a  Number  of  PvOman  Citizens, 
according  to  fome  Computations  amounting  almoft  to  three 
Millions.  Others  believe  tiwfe  fortunate  Ifiar.ds  to  have 
been  the  Canaries,  in  the  Weft  of  Afric. 

43.  RedditJ]  Shews  the  Fidelity  of  the  Seafons ;  for  Corn 
is  a  Kind  of  Pledge  intraibd  to  Earth,  which  it  annually 
reftores.  DAC. 

VOL.  II.  Z 


3,8        C^HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 
Germinal  &  nunquam  fallentis  termes  olivae,  45 

Suamque  pulla  ficus  ornat  arborem  ; 
Mella  cava  manant  ex  ilice  :  montibus  altis 

Levis  crepante  lympha  defilit  pcde. 
Illic  injuflx  veniunt  ad  mul&ra  capelbe, 

Refertque  tenta  grex  amicus  ubera  ;  5® 

Nee  vefpertinus  circumgemit  urfus  ovile, 

Nee  intumefcit  alta  viperis  humus  ; 
Plurima  Felices  mirabimur  ;  ut  ncque  largis 

Aquofus  Eurus  ar\'a  radat  imbribus  j 
Pinguia  nee  ficcis  urantur  femina  glcbis,  55 

Utrumque  rege  temperante  Ccelitum. 
Non  hue  Argoo  contcndit  remige  pinus, 

Neque  impudica  Colchis  intulit  pcdem : 
Non  hue  Sidonii  torferunt  cornua  nautae, 

Laboriofa  nee  cohors  Ulyflei.  60 

Nulla 


46.  Suam  arborem.]  The  natural  not  ingrafted  Tree. 
All  Things  grow  without  Art  in  the  fortunate  Iflands.  BOND. 

48.  Crepante  petit.]  Poets  animate  all  Nature,  and  have 
given  Feet  to  running  Waters,  becaufe  they  advance  fuc- 
celiively  from  Place  to  Place,  as  if  they  were  marching. 

SAN. 

fonani  liquido  fedt  lalitur  tmd*. 

•          liquido  pedt  detulit  uvdai. 

Let  not  the  Tranflator  appear  too  bold  in  attempting  to 
prefcrve  the  Beauties  of  his  Author,  even  in  Expreflions 
yet  unknown  to  the  Englifh  Tongue. 

51.  Nee  fefpertintts.]  After  having  defcribed  the  Riches 
•f  thi»  happy  Country,  our  Poet  now  pafies  to  thofe  Evils, 

from 
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Where  Olives,  faithful  to  their  Seafon,  grow, 
And  Figs  with  Nature's  deepeft  Purple  glow. 
From  hollow  Oaks  where  honey'd  Streams  diftill, 
And  bounds  with  noify  Foot  the  pebbled  Rill  ; 
Where  Goats  untaught  forfake  the  flowery  Vale, 
And  bring  their  fwelling  Udders  to  the  Pail ; 
Nor  evening  Bears  the  Sheep-fold  growl  around, 
Nor  mining  Vipers  heave  the  tainted  Ground  ; 
Nor  watry  Eurus  deluges  the  Plain, 
Nor  Heats  exceffive  burn  the  fpringing  Grain. 

Not  Argo  thither  turn'd  her  armed  Head  ; 
Medea  there  no  magic  Poifon  fpread  ; 
No  Merchants  thither  plow  the  pathlefs  Main, 
For  guilty  Commerce,  and  a  Thirft  of  Gain  j 
Nor  wife  Ulyfles,  and  his  wandering  Bands, 
Vicious,  through  brave,  e'er  knew  thefe  happy  Lands, 

O'er 


from  which  it  is  exempt.  It  is  fecure  from  the  Infults  of 
Foreigners.  Corruption  of  Manners  and  Breach  of  Faith 
have  not  fpread  their  Infection  there.  The  Paffions,  which 
debafe  Mankind  to  Brutes,  are  there  unknown,  nor  have 
Difeafes  and  Peftilence  committed  their  dreadful  Ravages 
in  thefe  blifsful  Seats.  SAN.  * 

57.  Non  hue  Argoo.]  The  Tranfiator  hath  chofen  to  il- 
luftrate  and  open  the  Senfe  of  Horace,  by  following  his 
Reafoning  and  Sentiments,  rather  than  to  be  too  punctual  to 
his  Expreffions.  The  Argonauts  never  touched  this  happy- 
Shore  for  Plunder  and  Piracy ;  Medea  never  fpread  her  Poi- 
fons,  or  praftifed  her  Witchcraft  here ;  the  Sidonians,  re- 
markable for  Merchandife  and  Want  of  Probity,  never  in- 
troduced the  bad  Arts  of  Commerce ;  and  the  Compani- 
ons of  Ulyffes,  equally  known  by  their  Vices  and  by  their 
Labours,  never  landed  here  in  all  their  Wanderings. 

Z    2 
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Nulla  nocent  pecori  contagia,  nullius  aftri 

Gregem  aeftuofa  torret  impotentia. 
Jupiter  ilia  piae  fecrevit  litora  genti, 

Ut  inquinavit  aere  tempus  aureum. 
jErea  dehinc  ferro  duravit  fecula  j  quorum  65 

Piis  fecunda,  vate  me,  datur  fuga. 

EPODK 


61.  Nulla  nocent  pecori  J]  Thefe  two  Lines,  if  fo  bold  an 
Alteration  were  pardonable,  might  better  be  placed  after 
the  fifty-fecond  Verle,  where  the  Poet  mentions  the  nega- 
tive Bleflings  of  thefe  Ifles.  He  is  here  fpeaking  of  thofe 
Advantages,  which  their  Inhabitants  enjoy,  with  regard  to 
Foreigners. 

65.  jErtaJ]  Mr.  Cuningham  has  reftored  this  Reading 
from  five  or  fix  excellent  Manufcripts.     The  Conftruftion  is 
more  natural  and  eafy.     Quorum  is  referred  to*  the  two  lad 
Ages  of  Brafs   and  Iron.     Mr.  Dacier  remarks,  that  Ho- 
race does  not  mention  the  Silver  Age,  bccaufe  that  and  flxe 
Golden  feem  to  be  the  fame.  SAN. 

66.  Vate  me.}  The  Poet,  in   Quality  of  Apollo's  Prieft, 
declares   himfelf  infpired  by  the  Gods,  that  he  may  add 
more  Weight  to  the  Advice  he  has  given.  SAM. 


Epod.  16.     THE  EPODES  OF  HORACE.         341 

O'er  the  glad  Flocks  no  foul  Contagion  fpreads, 
Nor  Summer  Sun  his  burning  Influence  flieds. 

Pure  and  unmix'd  the  World's  firft  Ages  roll'd, 
But  foon  as  Brafs  had  ftain'd  the  flowing  Gold, 
To  Iron  harden'd  by  fucceeding  Crimes, 
Jove  for  the  Juft  refer v'd  thefe  happy  Climes, 
To  which  the  Gods  this  pious  Race  invite, 
And  bid  me,  raptur'd  Bard,  direct  their  Flight. 


EPODE  XVII. 

JAM  jam  efficaci  do  manus  fcientiz, 
Supplex  &  oro  regna  per  Proferpinae, 
Per  &  Dianae  non  movenda  numina, 
Per  atque  libros  carminum  valentium 
Refixa  coelo  devocare  fidera,  5 

Canidia,  parce  vocibus  tandem  facris, 
Citumque  retro  folve,  folve  turbinem. 
Movit  nepotem  Telephus  Nereium, 
In  quern  fuperbus  ordinarat  agmina 
Myforum,  &  in  quern  tela  acuta  torferat  :  10 

Luxerc 


If  Canidia  be  ranked  in  Company  with  Medea,  Circe, 
and  the  moil  famous  Witches  of  Antiquity,  me  is  indebted 
to  Horace  for  the  Obligation.  She  now  appears  the  fecond 
Time  upon  the  Stage,  and  with  all  the  Splendours  of  a 
Triumph.  The  Force  of  her  Art  is  acknowledged,  and 
Homage  is  paid  to  her  Power.  She  is  no  longer  an  infa- 
mous Sorcerefs,  but  a  Goddefs,  who  fubdues  all  Nature  to 
her  Empire ,  to  whom  Prayers  are  addrefted,  and  Sacri- 
fices promifed. 

Canidia,  more  infolent  than  comp.iffionate  by  thefe  Sub- 
mifiions  of  a  vanquimed  Enemy,  prepares  to  make  him 
feel  the  moft  dreadful  Effecls  of  her  Indignation."  Yet  all 
thefe  Submiflions,  and  all  thefc  Menaces  are  Irony  and  Sa- 
tire, fo  much  more  fevere  and  violent,  as  they  are  more 
difguifed.  SAN. 

Verf.  7.  Citumqut  rttro.]  Propertius  and  Martial  mention 
*  magical  Machine  called  Rbomhus.  Theocritus  and  Lucian 
tsll  us,  that  it  was  made  of  Brafs,  and  Ovid  fays,  it  was 

turned 
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EPODE  XVII.     To  CANIDIA. 

CANIDIA,  to  thy  matchlefs  Art, 
Vanquifh'd  I  yield  a  fuppliant  Heart  i 
But  oh  !  by  Hell's  -extended  Plains, 
Where  Pluto's  gloomy  Confort  reigns  j 
By  bright  Diana's  vengeful  Rage, 
Which  Prayers,  nor  Hecatombs  alluage, 
And  by  the  Books,  of  Power  to  call 
The  charmed  Stars,  and  bid  them  fall, 
No  more  pronounce  the  facred  Scrowl, 
But  back  the  magic  Circle  roll. 

Even  ftern  Achilles  could  forgive 
The  Myfian  King,  and  bid  Him  live, 
Though  proud  he  rang'd  the  Ranks  of  Fight, 
And  hurl'd  the  Spear  with  daring  Might. 

Thus 


cs  ^  frAi^l-sr  5 
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Luxere  matres  llix  addichim  feris 

Alitibus  atque  canibus  homicidam  He&ora, 

Poftquam  reli&is  moenibus  rex  procidit, 

Heu  !  pervicacis  ad  pedes  Achilla. 

Setofa  duris  exuere  pellibus  jr 

Laboriofi  remiges  Ulyflci, 

Volente  Circe,  membra  :  tune  mens  &  fonus  .y  lo 

Relapfus,  atque  notus  in  vultus  honor. 

Dedi  fatis  fuperque  pcenarum  tibi, 

Amata  nautis  mujtum  &  inftitoribus.  •  20 

Fugit  juventas,  &  verecundus  color 

Reliquit,  ofla  pelle  ami£b  lurida  : 

Tuis  capillus  albus  eft  odoribtis. 

Nullum 


who,  fcraping  his  Lance,  poured  the  Filings  into  his  Wound. 
Pliny  mentions  a  Figure,  in  which  Achilles  was  painted 
performing  the  Cure.  LAMB. 

1 1 .  Luxere. j  This  Reading  is  of  more  than  ten  Manu- 
fcripts,  and  has  been  received  by  our  beft  Editions.  The 
Copyifts.  who  read  mxere,  did  not  refledl  that  the  Body  of 
Heftor  was  wafned  and  perfumed, '  before  it  was  carried  to 

BFNT.  CUN. 

19.  Dcdi  fails  fupcrqut  ]  This  whole  laft  Part  is  all  Dif- 
guife.     It  opens  \vich    Irony,  continues  with  Fiction,  and 
ends  in  Faimood.     Horace   would   perfuade   Canidia,  that 
he   is  violently   tormented  by   her  Enchantments  ;  but  the 
moft  fenfible  Pleafantry  is  attributing  the  Whitenefs  of  his 
Hair  to  the  Force  of  her  Drugs,  which  he  calls  Odours 
Foifons     hrrve     been    frequently    conveyed    in    Perfumes, 
Flowers,  Gloves,  kY.  yAN 

20.  Ammo,  nautis.1  The  Poet  here   ufes   Words  of  an 
ambiguous   and  doubtful  Meaning.     Nauta  is  properly  a 
Sailor  ;  but  it  alib  fignifies  a  Merchant,  of  rich  and  extenfive 
Commerce.   It  appears  by  a  Number  of  Infcriptions,  that 
t&Nait*  formed  a  Corporation,  of  which  the  Magiftrates 

and 
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Thus,  when  the  murderous  Hector  lay 

Condemn'd  to  Dogs,  and  Birds  of  Prey, 

Yet  when  his  royal  Father  kneel'd, 

The  fierce  Achilles  knew  to  yield, 

And  Troy's  unhappy  Matrons  paid 

Their  Sorrows  to  their  He&or's  Shade. 

UlyfTes'  Friends,  in  Labours  try'd, 
So  Circe  will'd,  threw  off  their  Hide, 
Aflum'd  the  human  Form  divine, 
And  drop'd  the  Voice,  and  Senfc  of  Swine. 

O  Thou,  whom  Tars,  and  Merchants  love, 
Too  deep  thy  vengeful  Rage  I  prove, 
Reduc'd,  alas  !  to  Skin  and  Bone, 
My  Vigour  fled,  my  Colour  gone. 
Thy  fragrant  Odours  on  my  Head 
More  than  the  Snows  of  Age  have  fhed. 

Days 


and  Knights  of  Rome  were  frequently  Members.  Inftitor 
not  only  Signifies  a  Perfcn  employed  by  Taylors  fo  fell  Clothes 
for  them  in  the  Streets,  but  a  Factor  or  Merchant- Adven- 
turer, fuch  as  Horace  calls  pretiofus  cmtor.  Since  a  Tranfla- 
tion  cannot  pref~rve  both  thefe  A'ieanings,  it  rnuft  chufe 
that,  which  feems  moft  proper  to  continue  the  Deceit,  and 
.  impofe  upon  Canidia.  SAN. 

21.  Verecundus  color  reliquit  ^\  Reliquit  is  governed  by  me 
undei flood.  Thus  in  Plautus  vires  reliauere,  and  in  Virgil 
cum  li-tr.ine  <vita  reliquit.  This  Paflage,  through  Inattention, 
has  been  unjuftly  criticifed  by  Scaliger,  weakly  defended  by 
Mr.  JJacier,  and  ill  corrected  by  Doctor  Bentley.  Such 
EUipfes  are  frequent  in  Horace,  and  we  have  another  In- 
ftance  of  them  in  the  next  Line,  offa  pelle  amifla  lurida, 
muft  be  underftood.  CUN.  SAN. 
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Nullum  a  labore  me  reclinat  otium  : 

Urget  diem  nox,  &  dies  no&em  ;  neque  eft  25 

Levare  tenta  fpiritu  prsecordia. 

Ergo  negatum  vincor  ut  credam  mifcr> 

Sabella  pe&us  increpare  carmina, 

Caputque  MarsS  diflilire  natnia. 

Quid  amplius  vis  ?  6  mare  !  6  terra  !  ardco,  30 

Quantum  neque  atro  dclibutus  Hercules 

Neffi  cruore,  nee  Sicana  fervida 

Furens  in  JEtnz  flamma  :  tu,  donee  cinis 

Injuriofis  aridus  ventis  ferar, 

Cales  venenis  officina  Colchicis.  35 

Quae  finis  ?  ecquod  me  manet  ftipendium  ? 

EfFare  :  juflas  cum  fide  po»nas  luam  ; 

Paratus  expiare,  feu  popofceris 

Centum  juvencis,  five  mcndaci  lyra 

Volas  fonari :  tu  pudica,  tu  proba  4$ 

Perambulabis  aftra  fidus  aurcum. 

Infamis 


35.  OJpcina.]  The  ancient  Scioliaft  has  well  explained 
this  PafTage,  if/am  Canidiam  officinam  venenorum  diftrte  dixitt 
Horace  calls  his  Witch  a  Shop  of  Poifons. 

39.  Centum  juvencis. ~\  This  Reading,  inftead  of  jievtneos, 
hath  been  reftojed  from  an  ancient  Manufcript,  and  received 
by  our  late  Editors.  It  is  an  elegant,  poetical  Manner  of 
{peaking,  and  has  been  ufed  by  our  Poet  in  the  fourth  Ode 
of  the  firft  Book. 

Mendati  lyra.]  We  have  here  another  Ambiguity.  Horace 
would  have  Canidia  believe,  that  he  gives  this  Epithet  to 

his 
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Days  prefs  on  Nights,  and  Nights  on  Days, 
Yet  never  bring  an  Hour  of  Eafe, 
While  gafping  in  the  Pangs  of  Death, 
I  ftretch  my  Lungs  in  vain  for  Breath. 

Thy  Charms  have  Power  ('tis  now  confeft) 
To  fplit  the  Head,  and  tear  the  Breaft. 
What  would  you  more,  all-charming  Dame? 
O  Seas,  and  Earth  !  this  fcorching  Flame  ! 
Not  fuch  the  Fire  Alcides  bore, 
When  the  black-venom'd  Shirt  he  wore  ; 
Nor  fuch  the  Flames,   that  to  the  Skies 
From  ^Etna's  burning  Entrails  rife  ; 
And  yet,  Thou  Shop  of  Poifons  dire, 
You  glow  with  unrelenting  Fire, 
'Till  by  the  rapid  Heat  ca!cin'd, 
Vagrant  I  drive  before  the  Wind. 

How  long—  ?  What  Ranfom  (hall  I  pay  ? 
Speak — I  the  ftern  Command  obey. 
To  expiate  the  gui  'ty  Deed, 
Say  mall  an  hundred  Bullocks  bleed  ? 
Or  ftia  1  I  to  the  lying  String 
Thy  Fame  and  fpotlefs  Virtue  flng  ? 
Teach  Thee,  a  golden  Star,  to  rife, 
And  death  lefs  walk  the  fpangled  Skies  ? 

When 


his  Lyre,  for  the  Satire,  which  he  had  compofed  againft 
her  ;  but  his  concealed  Meaning  is,  that  it  is  a  lying  Inftra- 
xient,  if  it  ihall  fing  her  Praifes. 


348        Q^HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON        Lib. 

Infamis  Helenae  Caftor  offenfus  vicem, 

Fraterque  magni  Caftoris,  vi£H  prece, 

Ademta  vati  reddidere  lumina. 

Et  tu  (potcs  nam)  folve  me  dementia,  45 

O  nee  paternis  obfoleta  fordibus, 

Nee  in  fepulcris  pauperum  prudens  anus 

Novendiales  difllpare  pulveres. 

Tibi  hofpitale  pectus,  &  purae  manus : 

Tuufque  venter  partumeius  ;  &  tuo  50 

Cruore  rubros  obftetrix  pannos  lavit ; 

Utcunque  fortis  exfilis  puerpcra. 

CANIDUC 


42.  Offenfus  vicem.']  Proffer  vicem  Helen*.  This  Reading 
is  of  fevcral  Manufcripts,  and  Doftor  Bentley  has  proved, 
that  it  was  an  ufual  Manner  of  E.xprcflion  among  the  Latins, 
both  in  Verfe  and  Profe. 

46.  Patents  fordibiu}    The  Poet,  according  to  the  old 
Commentator,  reproaches  Canidia  with  being  born  in  Adul- 
tery, the  moft  criminal  of  all  unlawful  Commerce. 

47.  Sepulcris  pauperum.~\   Acron   well   remarks,  that  Ho- 
race only  means  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Poor,  fmce  thofe  of 
the  Rich  were  furrounded  with  Walls,  to  protect  them  from 
the  Sacrilege  of  Sorcerers. 

48.  Novendiah i  pulveres.'}  Scrvius,  in  his  Notes  upon  the 
fifth  Book  of  Virgil's  ^Eneid,  fays,  that  a  dead  Body  was 
preferved  feven  Days,  burned  on  the  eighth,  and  interred 
on  the  ninth  ;  and  that  Horace  intended  thefe  Ceremonies 
in  the  prefent  Pa/Tage.     This  Explication,  although  contra- 
dided  by  Acron,  has  been  received  by  our  ableft  Commen- 
tators ;  yet  there  is  little  Probability,  that  fuch  Ceremonials 
were  oblerved  in  the  Funerals  of  poor  People,  of  whom 
alone  the  Poet  fpeaks  here.     He  leems  rather  to  mean,  that 
thefe  Witches  dug  up  the  Afties  of  the  Dead,  nine  Days  after 

.they  were  interred  ;  and  perhaps  the  Number  nine. might 
have  had  fomewhat  myfterious  in  it,  which  was  thought  to 
give  Force  to  their  Enchantments.  The  Laws  of  the  twelve 

Tables 
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When  Helen's  Virtue  was  defam'd, 
Her  Brothers,  though  with  Rage  enflam'd, 
Yet  to  the  Bard  his  Eyes  reftor'd, 
When  fuppliant  He  their  Grace  implor'd. 
Oh  !  calm  this  Madnefs  of  my  Brain, 
For  you  can  heal  this  raging  Pain. 
You  never  knew  the  Birth  of  Shame, 
Nor  by  thy  Hand,  all-fkilful  Dame, 
The  poor  Man's  Ames  are  upturn'd, 

Though  they  be  thrice  three  Days  inurn'd. 

Thy  Bofom's  bounteous  and  humane, 

Thy  Hand  from  Blood  and  Murder  clean; 

And  with  a  blooming  Race  of  Boys* 

Lucina  crowns  thy  Mother- Joys. 


Tables  had  nothing  determined  concerning  the  Number  of 
Days,  which  a  Corps  mould  be  kept  before  it  was  to  be 
carried  out  to  Burial.  SAN. 


CANIDI^E  RESPONSIO. 

QUID  obferatis  auribus  fundis  preces  ? 
Non  faxa  nudis  furdiora  navitis 
Neptunus  alto  tundit  hibernus  falo. 
Inultus  ut  tu  riferis  Cotyttia 

Vulgata,  facrum  liberi  Cupidinis  ?  5 

Et  Efquilini  Pontifex  venefici 
Impune  ut  urbem  nomine  impleris  mco  ? 
Quid  proderit  ditafle  Pelignas  anus 
Velociufve  mifcuiflc  toxicum  ? 

Sed  tardiora  fata  te  votls  manent.  IO 

Ingrata 


Canidia  was  provoked  by  the  pretended  Penitence  of  the 
Poet.  She  had  difcovered  all  the  Difguife  of  it,  and  boafted 
that  (he  would  have  open  Vengeance  for  this  new  Affront. 
Horace  thought  he  could  not  better  (hew  his  Contempt  of 
her  Menaces,  than  by  putting  them  into  Verfe.  The  prin- 
cipal Ridicule  of  this  Anfwer  confifts  in  Canidia's  never 
attempting  to  prove  the  Falfity  of  that  deteftable  Execution, 
with  which  (he  is  charged  in  the  fifth  Epode,  as  if  (he  thought 
it  more  prudent  to  be  filent  concerning  a  Facl,  whofe  Noto- 
riety did  not  give  a  Poffibility  of  her  Juftification.  SAN. 

Verf.  4.  Rijeris  Cotyttia  vulgata.']  Citjttia  wulganda  ridenda 
propofueris.  Cotys,  or  Cotytto,  was  the  Goddefs  of  Impu- 
rity, and  although  (he  did  not  prefide  over  Afiemblies  of 
Witches,  yet  as  there  were  many  vile  and  infamous  Cere- 
monies praftifed  in  them,  the  Poet  fatirically  makes  Canidia 
call  them  the  Fealts  of  Cotys.  Better  to  explain  his  Defign, 
he  adds,  lil>eri  Cupidinis  facrum,  Myfteries  of  a  licentious  and 
unbounded  Love.  A  Roman  Proverb  calls  a  Perfon  of  dif- 
folute  and  vicious  Manners,  Cotyos  cantubfrnalit,  a  Companion 
of  Cotys.  POLITIAN. 

6.  Efqui- 


(  35'  ) 


CANIDIA'S  ANSWER. 

I'LL  hear  no  more.     Thy  Prayers  are  vain. 
Not  Rocks,  amid  the  wintry  Main, 
When  Neptune  bids  the  Tempeft  rife, 
Lefs  heed  the  fhipwreck'd  Sailor's  Cries. 
Shall  you  Cotyttia's  Feafts  deride, 
Yet  fafely  triumph  in  thy  Pride  ? 
Or  impious,  to  the  Glare  of  Day 
The  facred  Joys  of  Love  betray  ? 
•  Or  fill  the  City  with  my  Name, 
And  Pontiffe-like  our  Rites  defame  ? 

Did 


6.  Efquilini  Pontifcx  <vet?efci.~\  Tanquam  Ji  ejjes  Pontlfex. 
You  have  prefumed,  fays  Canidia,  to  ridicule  and  condemn 
our  Actions  on  the  Efquilian  Hill  (a  Place  where  Witches 
aflembled,  becaufe  the  Bodies  of  poor  People  were  buried 
there)  as  if  you  were  fovereign  Pontiffe,  who  was  Arbiter 
and  Judge  of  all  Affairs,  in  which  Religion  was  concerned. 

TORR. 

8.  Quid proderit.~\  It  is  very  little  probable,  that  Horace, 
who  thus  laughs  at  Witchcraft,  mould  apply  to  Charms  or 
Incantations  to  defend  him  from  the  Power  of  Canidia.  This 
Opinion,  which  is  maintained  by  fome  of  his  Commentators, 
deftroys  all  the  Irony  of  his  Recantation,  and  enfeebles  the 
Spirit  of  it.    We  have  feen  that  Canidia  had  aflembled  feve- 
ral  Witches  at  Naples,  to  afliit  her  in  her  Spells.  SAN, 

9.  Toxicum.]  Was  properly  a  Poifon,  with  which  the  Scy- 
thians bathed  the  Points  of  their  Arrows  ;  and  as  the  Wound 
was  mortal,  it  became  a  Name  for  all  incurable  Poifons. 

10.  Sed  tardiora  fata.~\    The   Word   <velocius  feemed   to 
threaten  Horace  with  inftant  Death ;  but  thy  Crime,  fays 
Cauidia,  deferves  more  lengthened  Torments,  and  I  will  make 
thee  feel  my  Vengeance  in  every  Hour  of  a  Life  dragged  on 


352        Qi  HORATII  FLACCI  EPODON         Lib. 
Ingrata  mifero  vita  ducenda  eft,  in  hoc, 
Novis  ut  ufque  fuppetas  laboribus. 
Optat  quietem  Pelopis  infidi  pater, 
Egens  bcnignae  Tantalus  Temper  dapis  ; 
Optat  Prometheus  obligatus  aliti  ;  15 

Optat  fupremo  collocare  Sifyphus 
In  monte  faxum  ;  fed  vetant  leges  Jovis. 
Voles  mode  altis  defilirc  turribus, 
Modo  enfe  pedus  Norico  recludere  ; 
Fruftraque  vincla  gutturi  innc&es  tuo, 
Faftidiosa  triftis  zgrimonia. 
Ve&abor  humeris  tune  ego  inimicis  equcs  ; 
Meaeque  terra  cedet  infolentise. 
An  quae  movere  cereas  imagines, 
(Ut  ipfe  nofti  curiofus)  &  polo  *5 

Deripcre 


in  Pain.     Death,  which  is  now  an  Obje&of  your  Fears, 
fhall   become  an  Object  of  your  Wifoes,  and  yet  fhaUbp 

CT3e.  Op?at  cuittm.'}  In  the  Prayers,  which  Horace  had  ad- 
dreiled  to  Cauidin,  he  had  endeavoured  to  move  her  Pity- 
by  Examples  of  Forgivcncls  and  Mercy.  Her  Anfwer  now 
ihews,  by  oppofite  Examples,  that  he  had  no  Right  to  ex- 
ped  any  LOinpalTion  from  her.  -^AC- 

22.  frflabor  bmnerii.]  This  Metaphor,  taken  from  Per- 
fons  carried  by  Slaves  in  Chain,  iigniaes  to  triumph,  to  re- 
duce to  Servitude.  All  Mankind,  fays  Canidia,  fhall  ac- 
knowledge my  Power,  Jafa/tatia,  which  nothing  (bajJ  be 
capable  of  leiifting  ;  nothing  ihall  equal.  V*S> 

27.  Pofnm  crematu.]  Canidia  ufes  the  Word  crtmatos,  to 
convince  "the  Poet  of  her  fuperiour  Science.  To  raiie  the 

Spirits 
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Did  I  with  Wealth  in  vain  enrich, 

Of  potent  Spells  each  charming  Witch, 

Or  mix  the  fpeedy  Drugs  in  vain  ? 

No  -  through  a  lingering  Length  of  Pain, 

Reludant  {halt  Thou  drag  thy  Days, 

While  every  Hour  new  Pangs  {hall  raife. 

Gazing  on  the  delufive  Feaft, 
Which  charms  his  Eye,  yet  flies  his  Tafte, 
Perfidious  Tantalus  implores, 
For  Reft,  for  Reft,  the  vengeful  Powers  ; 
Prometheus,  while  the  Vulture  preys 
Upon  his  Liver,  longs  for  Eafe  j 
And  Sifiphus,  with  many  a  Groan, 
Uprolls,  with  ceafelefs  Toil,  his  Stone, 
To  fix  it  on  the  top-moft  Hill, 
In  vain,  for  Jove's  all-ruling  Will 
Forbids.     When  thus  in  black  Defpair 
Down  from  fome  Caftle,  high  in  Air, 
You  feek  an  headlong  Fate  below, 
Or  try  the  Dagger's  pointed  Blow, 
Or  if  the  left-ear'd  Knot  you  rye, 
Yet  Death  your  vain  Attempts  {hall  fly  ; 
Then  on  your  Shoulders  will  I  ride, 
And  Earth  {hall  {hake  beneath  my  Pride. 

Could  I  with  Life  an  linage  warm 
(Impertinent,  you  faw  the  Charm) 


Or 


Spirits  of  the  Departed  ;  to  reanimate  dead  Bodies,  was  the 

Trade  of  inconfiderable  Witches ;  bat  to  infpire  with  Life  a 

VOL.  II.  A  a  Corps, 


Q:  HORATII  FLA<:CI  EPODON         Lib. 

Lunam  vocibus  poflim  ineis, 
foflim  cremates  excitare  mortuos, 
Pefiderique  temperare  poculum  ; 
Plorcm  artis  in  te  nil  valentis  exitum  ? 

CARMEN 


Corps,  which  had  bren  reduced  to  Afhes,  was  the  higheft 
Inftance  of  their  Art,  and  worthy  of  Caaidia.  Bow. 

29.  drtit  in  tc  nil  •valentis  ]  Nothing,  fays  Mr.  Dacier, 
can  be  more  fatiguing,  than  to  read  all  that  the  Commen- 
tators have  written  upon  this  PalTage,  which  they  have 
turned  in  twenty  different  Manners,  without  giving  the 
true  Explication  of  it.  Yet  his  own  Explanation  well  de- 
ferves  a  Place  among  thoie,  which  he  has  condemned. 
All  the  Difficulty  will  difappear  by  correcting  the  Text, 
according  to  fome  ancient  Copies  and  Editions.  An plortin 
fxitvm  artis  nibil  waJtrttis  in  te?  The  Con  fir  uli  ion  is  pure 
Latin  ;  perfectly  natural,  and  eafily  underftood.  SAX. 


Epod.  1 7.     THE  EPOIXES  OF  HORACE. 
Or  tear  down  Luna  from  her  Skies, 
Or  bid  the  Dead,  though  burn'd,  arife, 
Or  mix  the  Draught  ini'piring  Love, 
And  mall  my  Art  on  Thee  fuccefslefc  prove  ? 


END  OF  THE  EPODES. 


A  a  2 
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CARMEN    SECULAR  E. 

''•  POETA  ad  POPULUM. 

3.  ^^  Pr°fanum  vulgus  &  arceo. 


Ode  i.   \        Favcte  linguis  :  carmina  non  prius 
Audita,  Mufarum  facerdos, 
Virginibus  puerifque  canto. 

AD 

This  Poem  is  beyond  Contradiction,  one  of  the  nobleft 
Pieces  of  Lyric  Poetry,  and  we  may  be  bold  to  fay,  that 
we  have  nothing  more  valuable  in  all  the  Works  of  Ho- 
race.  It  was  an  Honour  to  Him  to  have  been  chofen 
by  Auguftus  to  celebrate  the  fecular  Games,  and  his  Per- 
formance is  a  curious,  it  is  indeed  the  only  Monument  of 
the  Ceremonies  obferved  in  that  Feftival.  When  we  (hall 
have  read  the  Poem  in  its  prefent  Form,  we  mall  acknow- 
ledge that  Horace  hath  filled  his  Subject  in  its  utmoft  Ex- 
tent, and  that  Antiquity  hath  left  us  nothing  more  perfe£l. 
The  Celebration  of  thcfc  Games  was  diftinguiihcd  by  the 
Solemnity  of  three  great  Feftivals,  which  were  divided  in 
their  Indication^  but  by  Degrees  became  united,  and  form- 
ed one  Entertainment,  which  continued  three  Days  and 
three  Nights  fucceflively.  They  were  called  Ludi  'Itrtntini, 
Ludi  Secularcs,  and  Ludi  ^fcllir.arct. 

Valerius       In  the  firft  Ages  of  Rome,  a  certain  Perfon,  called  Vale- 

Mnximus,[us  Valefius,  who  lived  in  the  Territories  of  the  Sabines, 

L.  2.  c.  5.  had  two  Sons  and  a  Daughter  fmitten  with  a  Plague.     He 

was  commanded  by  his   domeitic  Gods,  to  go  down  the 

Tiber  with  his  Children  to  a  Place  named  Terentum,  and 

there  to  make  them  drink  Water,  warmed  upon  the  Altar 

of  Pluto  and  Proferpine. 

His  Children  being  pcrfeaiy  cured,  the  grateful  Father 
offered  Sacrifices  upon  the  Spot  ;  celebrated  Games  ;  per- 
formed the  Le&iflernL  ;  and  to  preferve  in  his  own  Name 
a  Remembrance  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  Event,  called 
himfelf  Manius  Valerius  Terentinus  ;  Manius,  from  the  infer- 
nal Deities  to  whom  he  had  facrificed  ;  ra/eriirs,  from  the 
Verb  Wrrr,  becaufe  his  Children  had  recovered  their 
Wealth;  and  Tmuthuu,  from  the  Name  of  the  Place 

la 
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THE 

SECULAR     POEM. 

The  POET  to  the  PEOPLE. 

STAND  off,  ye  Vulgar,  nor  profane, 
With  bold,  unhallow'd  Sounds,  this  feftal  Scene : 
In  Hymns,  infpir'd  by  Truth  divine, 
I  Prieft  of  the  melodious  Nine, 
To  Youths  and  Virgins  fmg  the  myftic  Strain. 

To 

In  the  Year  245,  in  which  the  Kings  were  expelled,  a 
violent  Plague,  accompanied  with  numberlefs  Prodigies, 
having  thrown  the  City  into  the  utmoit  Confterr.ation,  Pub- 
lius  Valerius  Poplicola  facrificed  to  Pluto  and  Proferpins 
upon  the  fame  Altar,  and  the  Contagion  ceafed.  Sixty 
Years  afterwards  the  fame  Sacrifices  were  performed  by 
the  Sibylline  Priefts,  with  an  Addition  of  feme  Ceremonies 
prefcribed  by  their  Books.  It  was  then  commanded,  that 
thefe  Feafts  mould  from  thence  be  regularly  obferved  at  the 
End  of  every  Age,  which  gave  them  the  Name  of  Secular 
Games.  In  the  fecond  Punic  War  the  Apollinarian  Games 
were  inftituted  in  Honour  of  Apollo  and  Latona.  They 
were  celebrated  yearly,  but  not  diftinguifhed  from  the  fe- 
cular  Games,  in  the  Year  when  thefe  laft  were  reprefented. 

The  Pomp  and  Ceremonies  of  this  Feftival  were  very  re- 
markable. Some  Days  before  it  began,  the  Quindecem- 
viri  diftributed  to  the  People  certain  luftral  or  expiatory 
Things ;  fuch  as  Torches,  Bitumen,  Sulphur,  and  Grain 
of  particular  Kinds.  Thefe  are  exprefTed  in  fome  ancient 
Medals  after  this  Manner,  S  U  F.  P.  D.  Suffiner.ta  papula 
data  ;  and  by  thefe  three  Letters,  P  P  P.  piamina  popula 
pr&bita.  Sacrifices  were  offered  in  the  Night  to  Pluto, 
and  Proferpine  ;  to  the  F2tee;  to  the  Ilithiae,  and  the  Earth  : 
in  the  Day  to  Jupiter,  Juno,  Apqllo,  Latona*,  Diana,  and 
the  Genii.  Supplications  were  performed/  and  the  Sta- 
tues of  the  Gods  were  placed  on  Cuihions,  where  they 
were  ferved  with  the  rnoft  exouifite  Daintie$.  During  the 
three  Days,  in  which  thefe  Games  continued,  three  diffe- 
rent Pieces  of  Mufic  were  performed,  as  Zofimus  affures  us. 
A  a  3  The 


CARMEK   SECULARZ. 


AD   PUEROS   AC    PUELLAS. 

Lib.  4.   QPIRITUM  Phoebus  mihi,  Phoebus  artem 
Ode  6.    i3  Carminis,  nomenquc  dedit  Poetae* 
Virgiuum  primx,  puerique  claris 

Patribus  orti, 

Dchae 


The  Scene  changed  each  Day.  Oa  the  firft  the  People 
aflembled  in  the  Campus  Martius  ;  the  fecond  in  «he  Capi- 
tol ;  the  third  upon  Mount  Palatine. 

The  firft  Secular  Games  were  rcprcfented  in  the  Year 
245  ;  the  fecond  in  305  ;  the  third  in  505  ;  the  fourth  in 
605  ;  and  the  fifth,  which  were  thefe of  Auguftus,  in  737.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  in  what  Seafon  thete  laft  were  cele- 
brated ;  whether  at  the  End  of  April  (as  we  may  conjec- 
ture from  the  791)1  Line)  when  Prayers  were  offered  to 
Pales  for  the  Preiervation  of  the  Flocks ;  or  at  Beginning 
of  Autumn,  which  was  the  Time,  as  Zofimus  informs  us, 
appointed  lor  their  Celebration.  But  whatever  might  be 
the  particular  S«afon,  we  know,  by  the  8 3d  and  10410. 
Verfes,  that  the  Moon  was  in  her  Increafe. 

We  have  faid  that  this  Piece  of  Horace  is  the  moft  an- 
cient, which  remains  »o  us  upon  tlm  Occafion  ;  at  leaft  it  is 
the  moft  complete.  That  of  Catullus,  beginning  with 
thcfc  Words  Diana;  fumus  in  fife,  was  apparently  coinpofed 
for  fom«  particular  Fcftival  of  Apollo  and  Diana.  Or,  if 
It  were  intended  for  the  Secular  Games,  k  is  only  one  of 
the  three,  which  formed  this  kind  of  Poem.  Perhaps  it 
was  defigned  to  be  fung  in  705,  but  the  Poet  died  a  Year 
or  two  ocfore,  nor  were  the  Games  repi>efented  ;  either 
through  Carelefsncfs  of  the  Pontiftes,  or  becaufe  the  civil 
War  broke  out  at  that  Time  between  Ca-far  and  Pompey. 
Thcv  were  negleded  in  40;,  probably  from  fome  luch 
Reafons. 

The  Romans,  in  Imitation  of  the  Greeks,  had  a  kind  of 
Lyric  Poem  composed  of  many  Parts,  each  of  which  pre- 
fervcd  to  itfelf  a  particular  Form  of  Meafures,  and  which 
being  divided  from  the  Whole,  might  feparately  make  fa 
many  little  Ode*.  The  Secular  Poem  of  Horace  is  the  moft. 
*  ancicsl 


THE  SECULAR  PoiM* 

To   THE   CHORUS   OF  YOUTHS   AND 
VIRGINS, 

PHOEBUS  taught  me  how  to  fmg, 
How  to  tune  the  Vocal  String  ; 
Phoebus  made  me  known  to  Fame, 
Honour'd  with  a  Poet's  Name* 
Noble  Youths,  and  Virgins  fairj 

Ghafte  Diana's  guardian  Care, 

(Goddefs 


ancient,  but  not  the  fingle  Inftance  of  this  Kind  of  Com- 
pofition.  Claudian,  Terentianus  Maurus,  Aufonius  and 
Martianus  Capellus  have  left  us  many  others,  which  have 
been  imitated  by  fome  modern  Poets.  That  of  Claudian  was 
written  upon  the  Marriage  of  Honorius,  and  begins  with 
thefe  Words,  Princeps  corufco  ftdere  pulcbrior.  But  we  mull 
not  confound  this  Species  of  Poetry  (called  Polymetrum  So* 
turnium]  with  the  Polymetra  and  Pammetra  of  the  Ancients, 
which  were  more  like  our  modern,  irregular  Poems ;  and 
in  which  Verfes  of  all  different  Meafures  were  employed, 
without  any  uniform  Order  and  Connexion. 

Verf.  i.  ODI  PROFAXUM  7ULGUS.']  The  Poet 
here  takes  a  Tone  of  Inlpiration,  nor  could  he  propofe  his 
Subject  in  a  Manner  more  noble,  or  more  capable  of  en- 

§  aging  Attention  and  Refpecl.     At  the  Beginning  of  the 
acrifkes  it  was  ufual  to  bid  the  Perfons  depart,  who  were 
not  initiated  in  the  Myfteries.     Prof  anus  is  derived  from, 
pro  zndfanum,  and  fignifies  tliofe,  who  were  excluded  the 
Temple,  and  flood  before  the  Gate,  profane  pofifi. 
•      2.  Favete  KnguitJ]  Thefe  Words  are  alfo  borrowed  from 
Religion,  and  admit  of  three  different  Senfes,  which  may 
be  all  applied  to  this  Paffage.     In  the  firft,  they  require  a 
religious  Silence  among  the  Affiftants  ;  fawre,  fays  Feftus,- 
frojilere  ufifunt.     In  the  fecond,  they  order  that  nothing 
mall  be  fpoken,  which  may  difturb  the  Sacrifice,  or  lunder 
the   Efi&l  of  the   Prayers  ;  abjlinere  A  verbs  duris,  malif^ 
A  a  t  eminojisf 


Delis  tuteJa  Deae,  fugaces 
Lyncas  &  ccrvos  cohibentis  arcu, 
Lefbium  fervate  pedem,  meique 
Pollicis  iftum. 

Rite 


In  their  third  Sertfe,  they  invite  the  Aflembly  to 
pronounce  Words  of,  a  favourable  Import,  and  to  unite 
their  Vows  to  thofe  of  the  Priefts,  who  officiate,  the  Prince 
and  Magiilrates,  who  prefide,  and  the  Children,  who  fing 
the  Hymn. 

Carmina  non  prius  audit  a.~\  This  is  literally  true  in  what- 
ever Serife  we  undcrftand  it.  It  was  an  hundred  thirty-two 
Years  fmce  the  fecular  Games  had  been  reprefented ;  confe- 
quendy  no  Perfon  then  alive  had  ever  heard  a  Poem  fung 
upon  fuch  Occafion.  Befides,  this  almoft  feems  to  have 
been  the  Form,  which  the  Heralds  ufed,  who  were  fent 
through  the  Provinces  to  invite  the  whole  World  to  the 
Celebration  of  a  Feftival,  which  they  had  never  yet  be- 
held ;  nor  mould  ever  behold  again. 

4.  Vlrglnlbui  piurifque.~\  The  fccular  Poems  were  fung  by 
fifty-four  young  Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  equally  divided  into 
two  Choirs.  Tet-  no-vfm  illvflres  furri,  cum  tot  idem  •virginibus 
hymnrii  &  Pefanat  tanunt  ; ftorjum  auttm  puell<e  ipfic  f  to- 
rum  babeant,  &  feorfum  putrorutn  mafiulus  ordo.  ZO/IMUS. 

This  firft  Strophe  carries  the  ftrongeft  Characters  to  juf- 
tify  our  placing  it  at  the  Head  of  the  fecular  Poem.  The 
Poet  begins  with  two  religious  Forms  of  fpeaking.  Qdi 
profanum  vulgus,  and  Favtfe  Tinguis,  nor  could  fuch  an  Open- 
ing have  any  Objeft  lefs  important  than  fomc  Ceremony 
confecrated  to  the  Worfhip  of  the  Gods.  He  fays,  that 
he  will  pronounce  his  Vcrles  to  Youths  and  Virgins,  Virgi- 
itibus  puerifque  canto,  and  he  adds,  that  thefe  Verfes  were 
never  heard  by  any  Perfon,  carmina  non  prius  audita. 
'•  It  was  hardly  poffible  for  Him  to  mark  the  fecular  Poem 
with  ftronger  Characters  ;  nor  upon  any  other  Occafion 
•could  he  ferioufly  fay,  that  the  Verfes  which  he  was  going 
«to  repeat,  were  never  heard  before.  Mr.  Dacier  is  conv- 
pelled  to  acknowledge,  that  Horace  here  fpcaks  of  the 
•fecular  Poem  ;  and  although  He  puts  himfelf  to  the  Torture 
4o  reconcile  this  §troph«  to  th«  firft  Ode  of  the  third  Book, 
V-^r-.r..  yet 
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(Goddefs,  whofe  unerring  Dart 
Stops  the  Lynx,  or  flying  Hart) 
Mark  the  Lefbian  Meafures  well, 
Where  they  fall,  and  where  they  fwell ; 
And  in  various  Cadence  fmg, 
As  I  ftrike  the  changing  String. 

To 


yet  after  all  his  forced  and  violent  Explications,  He  is  con- 
ftrained  to  confefs,  that  it  is  only  a  kind  of  general  Preface, 
which  hath  not  any  particular  Reference  to  that  Ode,  and 
which  ought  therefore  to  be  feparated  from  it  by  leaving  a 
little  Space  between  them.  Indeed  it  is  ridiculous,  that 
Horace  mould  addrels  an  Ode  to  Children,  which  was  to 
teach  them  fuch  Maxims  of  Morality,  as  were  far  above 
their  Comprehenfion  ;  while  He  excludes,  from  his  Inibruc- 
tions,  Perfons  of  a  more  advanced  Age,  who  alone  ware 
capable  of  underftanding,  and  profiting  by  them,  Scaliger 
therefore  had  Reafon  to  fay  that  this  Strophe  was  entirely 
out  of  its  Place. 

5.  SPIRITUM  PHOEBUS.']  The  Poet  fpeaks  thus 
advantageoufly  of  Himfelf,  to  encourage  the  Chorus  in  their 
Singing  ;  and  he  fays,  that  Apollo  infpired  thefe  Veifes,  to 
'infmuate  to  Them,  that  the  God  was  difpofed  to  hear  their 
Prayers. 

Mr.  Sanadon  places  thefe  four  Strophes  at  the  End  of 
the  Poem,  and  calls  them  an  Epilogue.  Thus  he  makes  the 
Poet,  furely  not  without  fome  Abfurdity,  inftrucl  the  Chorus 
how  to  fmg,  when  we  muft  fuppofe  the  Concert  already 
performed.  Befides,  the  Poem  ends  far  more  nobly  with 
Hac  Jtpoem  fentire  Decfquz  cimftos. 

•  Spirjtw  Carminis,  and  An  Carminis,  are  very  different 
Expreflions.  The  former  mews  an  Elevation  of  Genius, 
yfhich  Nature  alone  can  give  ;  the  latter  expreffes  the  Beauty 
of  Verification,  which  is  perfected  by  reading  the  moil 
excellent  Models  of  Antiquity,  and  by  Exercife  of  Compo- 
fition.  Whoever  poffefles  thefe  two  Excellencies  may  be 
'fecure  of  Immortality,  and  the  Name  of  Poet. 

Thefe  four  laft  Strophes  have  been  always  placed  at  the 
End  of  the  fixth  Ode  of  the  fourth  Book,  only  becaufe  the 
Meafures  are  the  fame/  and  that  Phcebus  is  named  in  both. 

But 
6 
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Rite  Latonae  puerum  canentes, 

Rite  crefcentem  face  no&ilucam, 

Profperam  frugum,  cefcremque  pronos  l< 

Volvere  menfes. 

Nupta  jam  dices,  Ego  Dis  amicum, 
Seculo  feftas  referente  luces, 
Reddidi  carmen,  docilis  modorum 

Vatis  Horatl.  2O 

CONCENT  US    PRIMUS. 
HYMNUS    AD    APOLLINEM. 
Lib.  4.  UTERC^UE  CHORUS. 

Ode  6.    *p\IVE  quern  proles  Niobiea  magme 
JL/  Vindicem  linguae,  Tityofque  raptor 
Senfit,  &  Trojae  pjope  viclor  <dbe 
Phthius  Achilles, 

Crcteris 

But  it  is  cafy  to  perceive,  that  thefc  Odes  are  extremely- 
different,  that  the  firft  was  properly  an  Hymn,  addrefied  t'a 
Apollp,  and  that  in  the  other  die  Poet  fpeaks  to  the  Chorus 
who  fmg  it.  Nor  is  there  any  Connexion  between  them 
but  that  they  are  Parts  of  the  fame  Whole  ;  of  the  fccular 
Poem.  Mr.  Dacier  very  well  difcerned  that  they  ought  to 
be  divided,  but  his  Lights  did  not  direa  Him  farther 

ii.  Lejliutt  pedem.}  The  Saphic  Mcafure»  only  arc  men- 
tioned, bccaufc  the  greater  Part  of  the  three  Songs  is  com- 
pofed  of  them.     The  Poet  exhorts  the  Choirs  to  oblcrvc 
the  Meafure*  of  his  Verfe,  LfiiuM  ptJem  ;  and  the  Cadence 
ot  the  Mufic,  poliidt  itium ;    for  the  Ancients  marked  the 
Cadence  not  only  with  the  Foot,  but  the  Thumb  j 
Quam  pcilicis  fonort,  vel  plaufu  fedis 
Difcriminurt,  ytii  doctnt  arten,  jilent. 

Tercntianus  Mauras. 

In   this  Manner  Horace  poetically  reprefcnts  Himfclf 
beating  Time,  while  the  Chorus  was  finging. 

15.  Profperam  ft  ugum.~]  Is  an  Ellipfis,  for  frofptram  in  ni- 
fotto  frugum.    The  People  were  perfuaded,  that  the  Inftu- 

•am 
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To  the  God,  who  gilds  the  Skies, 
Let  the  folemn  Numbers  rife  ; 
Solemn  ftng  the  Queen  of  Night, 
And  her  Crefcent's  bending  Light, 
Which  adown  the  fruitful  Year 
Rolls  the  Months  in  prone  Career. 

Soon  upon  her  bridal  Day, 
Thus  the  joyful  Maid  mall  fay, 
When  the  great  revolving  Year 
Bad  the  feftal  Morn  appear, 
High  the  vocal  Hymn  I  rais'd, 
All  the  liftening  Gods  were  pleas'd  ; 
All  the  vocal  Hymn  divine, 
Horace,  tuneful  Bard,  was  thine. 

FIRST    CONCERT. 

HYMN    TO    APOLLO. 

CHORUS  of  YOUTHS    and  VIRGINS, 

TITYOS,  with  impious  Luft  infpir'd, 
By  chafte  Latona's  Beauties  fir'd, 

Thy  Wrath,  O  Phcebus,  try'd ; 
And  Niobe,  of  Tongue  profane, 
-Deplor'd  her  numerous  Offspring  (lain, 

Sad  Viairns  of  their  Mother's  Pride. 

Achilles. 

ences  of  the  Moon,  reached  to  the  Bofom  of  Earth  and  Seas. 
Horace  therefore  fpeaks  according  to  the  popular  Opinion. 

Verf  21  D1YE.}  This  Invocation,  forms  the  firft  Part 
of  the  Poem.  Horace  could  not  better  addrefs  iumfelf, 
than  to  Apollo,  in  whofe  Temple  the  fecular  Gamfes  were 
performed  with  great  Solemnity  ;  nor  could  he  more  artfully 
make  his  Court  to  Auguftus  who  t£g***Sffi*r 
God  in  a  peculiar  Manner,  and  who  had  dedicated  a  Temple 
to  Him  fome  Years  before  in  bis  Palace. 
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Carteris  major,  tibi  miles  impar ;  2C 

Filius  quanquam  Thetidos  marinse 
Dardanas  turres  quateret,  tremenda 

Cufpide  pugnax. 
Lie,  mordaci  velut  i&a  ferro 

Pinus,  aut  impulfa  cupreflus  Euro,  30 

Procidit  late,  pofuitque  collum  in 

Pulvere  Teucro : 
Ille,  non  inclufus  equo  Mincrvae 
Sacra  mentito,  male  feriatos 
Troas,  &  laetam  Priami  choreis  35 

Falleret  aulam ; 

Sed  palam  captis  gravis,  heu  nefas  !  heu  ! 
Nefcios  fan  pueros  Achivis 
Ureret  flaramis,  etiam  latcntes 

Matris  in  alvo :  • 


It  is  probable,  that  this  Part  of  the  Ode  was  fung  by 
the  two  Choirs  together,  and  we  find  in  it  a  Lyric  Bold- 
nefs,  which  hath  much  of  Emhufiafm.  After  the  Word 
Dive  the :  Conftruclion  demands  that  we  mould  go  down  to 
the  laft  Strophe,  Doffer  Arge*t  &c.  for  all  between  thefc 
two  Stanzas  is  a  Parenthetts,  confiding  of  twenty-four  Lines 
•^he  Idea  of  Troy,  and  of  Achilles,  has  thrown  the  Poei 
into  a  Wandering,  which  were  inexcufable,  if  it  were  not 
intended  to  flatter  a  Prince,  who  deduced  his  Origin  from 
the  Trojans. 

33.  llle  *on  inclufui  equo.]  If  Achilles  had  lived,  the 
Ureeks  had  not  been  reduced  to  a  diflionourable  Neceffity 
of  employing  a  Stratagem  in  the  Siege  of  Troy,  but  had 
taken  it  m  open  Day.  This  is  a  glorious  Character  of  that 
£^r0i7eu  m  Mr'D^ier's  Judgement,  it  particularly  de- 
fcrves  to  be  remarked,  that  Horace  fpeaks  not  fo  much 

Sk    f  H  am' Whuicht.Warms  his  ^agination,  as  from 
aith       Hiftory,  that  has  prcferved,  a  famous  X)ifpi«e 


;  - 


.THE  SE  CULAR  POEM.  365 

Achilles  too,  the  Son  of  Fame, 
Though  fprung  from  Thetis,  fea-born  Dame, 

And  firft  of  Men  in  Fight, 
Though,  warring  with  tremendous  Spear, 
He  {hook  the  Trojan  Towers  with  Fear, 

Yet  bow'd  to  thy  fuperiour  Might ; 
The  Cyprefs,  when  by  Storms  impell'd, 
Or  Pine,  by  biting  Axes  fell'd, 

Low  bends  the  towering  Head  ; 
So  falling  on  th'  enfanguin'd  Plain, 
By  your  unerring  Arrow  flain 

His  mighty  Bulk  the  Hero  fpread  : 
He  would  not  Priam's  heedlefs  Court, 
Diflblv'd  in  Wine,  and  feftal  Sport, 

With  midnight  Art  furprife, 
But  bravely  bold,  of  open  Force, 
Would  proudly  fcorn  Minerva's  Horfe, 

And  all  its  holy  Cheat  defpife  : 
Then  arm'd,  alas  !  with  Horrours  dire, 
Wide-wafting  with  refiftlefs  Ire, 

Into  the  Flames  had  thrown 
Infants,  upon  whofe  faultering  Tongue 
Their  Words  in  formlefs  Accents  hung, 

Even  thofe  to  Light  and  Life  unknown  : 

But 


at  Agamemnon's  Table,  between  Achilles  and  Ulyffes,  after 
the  Death  of  Heftor.  They  deliberated  upon  the  Methods, 
which  ought  to  be  ufed  for  taking  Troy  ;  when  Achilles 
talked  with  Contempt  of  the  Stratagems  Ulyffes  propofed  ; 
and  advifed  an  open  AfTault.  Thus,  from  a  Pafiage,  which 
Komer  has  only  lightly  mentioned  in  his  Odyfiey,  has  Ho- 
race beautifully  drawn  a  Character  of  this  Hero. 


CARMEN  SECULAR  E. 

Ni  tuis  victus,  Vcnerifque  gratae 
Vocibus,  Divura  pater  annuiflct 
Rebus  JEnex  potiore  dudos 

Alite  muxps : 

Doctor  Argeae  fidiccn  Thali;jr,  45 

Phcebe,  qui  Xantho  lavis  amne  crines, 
Duuruae  defende  decus  Camenae, 

Levis  Agyieu. 

CONCENTUS   SECUNDUS. 

CHORUS  PUERORUM. 
Lib  i.   T"\IANAM  tencrae  dicite  Virgines. 

Ode«i.  JL/ 

CHORUS   PUELLARUM. 

Intonfum,  pueri,  dicite  Cynthium.  50 

UxERquE  CHO&US. 
Latonamquc  fuprcmo 
Dilc&am  pcnitus  Jovi. 

CHORUS 


45.  Arge*-.]  Thf  Poet  here  joins  together  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Mutes,  becuulc  tht-fe  Hymns  were  lung  in  both 
languages ;  nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  Grecian  fecular 
Poem  was  a  Translation  of  the  Latin,  cither  by  Horace,  of 
by  fome  ingenious  Greek.  They,  who  read  Argutec  lofe 
this  Opppfition,  and  05  ibme  Manufcripts  have  Aryv<tjidi~ 
ctn  Tk,v'i<r,  it  is  not  a  violent  Alteration  into  drge*,  which 
is  ufcd  by  Horace  and  Ovid.  The  Corrc&ion  is  due  to 
Mr  Cuningham. 

48.  Lt-vh  ^yirtr.]  Apollo  is  called  dgyiem,  from  a  Greek 
Wf>rd,  fignifying  a  Street ;  becaufe  that  God  had  Statues 

x  and  Altars  erected  to  him  in  the  Streets,  as  Diana  had  in 
Highways.  The  Epithet  itvis  is  particularly  applied  to 
Apollo,  who  was  always  represented  without  a  Beard,  as  a 
Nlark  of  his  Youth  and  Beauty.  Such  is  .the  Epithet  inton/us 
in  the  joth  Line. 

49.  D 1A NAM  TENERM.']  This  Part  was  fung  in  the 
Capitol  the  fecond  Day»    It  is  of  a  Character  different  from 
the  firft  and  third.     The  Conftruftions  of  it  are  natural  * 
the  Style  eafy  ;  the  Images  rujai  ;  and  while  it  ieems  only  a 

Pfe- 
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But  charm'd  by  Beauty's  Queen  and  Thee, 
The  Sire  of  Gods,  with  juft  Decree 

Aflenting,  fhook  the  Skies  ; 
That  Troy  fhould  change  tb,'  imperial  Seat, 
And  guided  by  a  better  Fate, 

Glorious  in  diftant  Realms  fhould  rife  : 
Oh  !  may  the  God,  who  could  infpire 
With  living  Sounds  the  Grecian  Lyre  ; 

In  Xanthus'  lucid  Stream 
Who  joys  to  bathe  his  flowing  Hair, 
>Jow  make  the  Latian  Mufe  his  Care, 

And  powerful  guard  her  rifing  Fame, 


Y 


SECOND    CONCERT, 

CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS. 
E  Virgins,  fmg  piana's  Praife. 


CHORUS  OF  VIRGINS. 
Ye  Boys,  let  youthful  Phoebus  crown  your  Lays. 

THE  Two  CHOIRS. 
Together  let  us  raife  the  Voice 

To  Her,  belov'd  by  Jove  fupreme  ; 
Let  fair  Latona  be  the  Theme, 
Our  tuneful  Theme,  his  beauteous  Choice. 

CHORUS 


Preparation  to  the  next  Part,  it  is  really  a  Panegyric  upon 
Apollo,  Diana,  and  Latona. 

We  may  be  bold  to  fay,  that  all  the  Commentators  appear 
in  Favour  of  the  prefent  Arrangement  of  this  Ode.  Some 
of  them  affure  us,  that  it  was  intended  for  the  Secular, 
others  for  the  Apollinarian  Games.  Both  have  Reafon  for 
their  different  Opinions,  and  really  agree,  while  they  believe 
they  contradict  each  other,  fince  both  thefe  Games  compofed 
only  one  Feftival  in  the  fecular  Year,  as  hath  been  already 
obferved.  Some  however  of  the  Critics  have  been  deceived 
in  imagining  that  the  Poet,  in  his  own  Perfon,  invites  the 
Choirs  to  fmg  the  following  Hymn.  *  It  was  fung  by  them 
alternately. 
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CHORUS  PUERORUM. 
Vos  laetam  fluviis  &  nemorum  coma, 
Quaecunque  aut  gelido  prominet  Algido, 

Nigris  aut  Erymanthi  55 

Sylvis,  aut  viridis  Cragi. 

CHORUS  PUELLARUM. 
Vos  Tempe  totidem  tollite  laudibus, 
Natalemqtse,  mares,  Dclon  Apollints, 
Infignemque  pharetra 

Fraternaque  humerum  lyra.  60 

UTERC^UE  CHORUS. 

Haec  bellum  lacrymofum ;  hie  mifcram  famem 
Peftemque  a  populo  &  principe  Czefarc  in 
Perfas  atque  Britannos 
Veftra  motus  aeet  prece. 

CON- 


5 1 .  LatonamJ]  One  of  the  Commentators  thinks,  Latona 
was  never  mentioned  in  this  Poem,  yet  we  are  allured  by 
Macrobius  and  Zofimus  that  he  is  miftaken.  Afollinl  facrvm 
Jiebat  bow  aurafo,  &  capris  tluabus  auratis ;  item  La- 
ton.?  love  fcmind  aurata.  MACROS.  His  avtcu  Diis  retp 
facram  faffutit,  •vldeKcft  Jovi,  Junom,  Af>cllinit  Lft«n^, 
Vian*,  &c.  ZOZIM.  Latona  had  a  Part  in  the  Apollina- 
rian,  which  entered  into  the  fecular  Games. 

61.  Ha 'c  bellum.}  This  Corre&ion  was  propofed  T?y  Dr. 
Bentiey,  and,  if  we  follow  the  Poet's  Reasoning,  we  /hall 
fee  the  Neceflity  of  it.  We  may  remark  in  this  and  the 
next  Piece,  that  when  the  Chorus  of  Boys  have  fung  alone, 
the  Chorus  of  Girls  immediately  fmgs  in  the  fame  Manner. 
If  we  give  this  whole  Strophe  to  the  Boys,  nothing  remains 
for  the  Girls,  and  the  only  Method  of  reconciling  the  Dif- 
ference between  them,  is  to  make  them  fine  it  together. 
If  therefore  the  two  Choirs  ough:  to  be  united  here,  confe- 
ouently  Apollo  and  Diana  mould  each  have  their  Part  in 
the  four  latt  Verfes  ;  and  it  feems  aeainft  all  Decencies,  that 
the  Poet,  after  having  celebrated  the  Attributes  of  the  two 
Divinities  in  the  three  preceding  Strophes,  ihould  inftantly 

exclude 
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CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS. 
Ye  Virgins,  fing  Diana's  Fame, 
Who  bathes  delighted  in  the  limpid  Stream  ; 
Dark  Erymanthus'  awful  Groves, 

The  Woods,  that  Algidus  o'erfpread, 
Or  wave  on  Cragus'  verdant  Head, 
Joyous  th'  immortal  Huntrefs  loves. 

CHORUS  OF  VIRGINS. 
Ye  Boys,  with  equal  Honour  fing 
Fair  Tempe,  cloth'd  with  ever-blooming  Spring  ; 
/Then  hail  the  Delian  Birth  divine, 

Whofe  Shoulders,  beaming  heavenly  Fire, 
Grac'd  with  his  Brother's  warbling  Lyre, 
And  with  the  golden  Quiver  mine. 

CH«RUS  OF  YOUTHS  AND  VIRGINS. 
Mov'd  by  the  folemn  Voice  of  Prayer, 
*They  both  (hall  make  imperial  Rome  their  Care, 
And  gracious  turn  the  direful  Woes 
Of  Famine,  and  of  weeping  War, 
From  Rome,  from  facred  Casfar  far, 
And  pour  them  on  our  Britim  Foes. 

THIRD 

exclude  Diana,  and  only  fpeak  of  the  Power  of  Apollo, 
and  of  the  Prayers,  which  ought  to  be  addreiled  to  him. 
Thus  by  an  Alteration  of  a  fmgle  Letter,  the  Order  of  the 
Poem,  the  Regularity  of  the  Chorus,  and  the  Decencies  of 
Character  are  preferred 

62.  A populo  ^  prindpe  C*>fare.']  Here  the  Choirs  join, 
and  congratulate  each  other  upon  the  Succefs,  which  they 
hope  for  from  their  Prayers.     Mofus  aget  can  be  gramma- 
tically applied  only  to  Apollo  j  but  the  Senfe  requires  that 
it  mould  be  extended  to  Diana  ;  and  there  are  many  Exam- 
ples of  fuch  Exprefiions. 

63.  In  Per/as  atque  Britannos.]  That  is,  far  from  ftaly  ; 
for  thefe  two  Nations  mark  the  Extremities   of  the  Roman 
Empire  to  Eaft  and  Weft. 

VOL.  II.  B  b 


C  A*  M  EN    SlCULAR  E. 

CONCENT  US    TERTIUS. 

AD    APOLLINEM    ET     DIANA  M. 

UTERQJIE  CHORUS. 

"OH O£ BE,  fylvammque  potens  Diana,  65 

-L      Lucidum  ccdi  dccus,  6  colend » 
Semper,  &  cuhi,  date  quae  precamur 

Tempore  facro : 
Quo  Sibyllini  monucrc  verfasf 

Virgines  leclas,  puerofquc  caftos  70 

Dis,  quibus  feptem  placucrc  colics, 

Die  ere  carmen. 

CHORUS 


65.  PHOEBE  SILrjRUM.]  Tke  laft  Day  of  thu 
Feftival  was  celebrated  in  the  Temple  of  Apollo  on  Mount 
Palatine,  where  the  two  Choirs  fung  this  third  Part,  which 
properly  concludes  the  fecular  Poem.  We  may  remark, 
in  general,  the  Care  and  Attention  of  the  Poet  to  tar/,  his 
Songs.  He  confecrates  the  firlt  to  Apollo  alone  ;  in  th« 
fccond  he  join;,  him  with  Diana  and  Latona  ;  in  the  third, 
he  addrefles  himlclf  to  Uie  other  Divinities,  who  were  wor- 
fhipped  in  this  Feftival.  He  ufes  the  fame  Meafurcs  in  the 
frft  and  third,  bet  he  has  thrown  between  them  another 
Kind  of  Composition,  that  he  might  avoid  a  tedious  and 
difagreeable  Uniformity.  The  'Manner  of  fmging  is  alfo 
varied.  In  the  firrt,  the  two  Choirs  always  fing  together ; 
in  the  others,  they  fometimes  divide,  and  fomenmcs  unite ; 
but  with  this  Difference,  that  the  two  Choirs  ing  together 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  third,  and  feparately  at  the  Be- 
tining  or"  the  fecond.  There  is  alfo  a  remarkabk: 
Variety  in  the  Kinds  and  Species  of  Verfe  which  forim 
this  Poem.  The  firft  and  laft  are  Hymns  ;  but  they  are  di- 
vided by  another  Piece,  which  is  properly  only  an  Ode  ; 
and  even  theJc  two  Hynns  arc  of  a  different  Charattt r, 
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THIRD   CONCERT. 

TO    APOLLO    AND    D  I  A  N  £. 
CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS  AND  VIRGINS. 

YE  radiant  Glories  of  -the  Skies, 
Ever-beaming  God  of  Light, 
Sweetly-fhining  Queen  of  Night, 
Beneath  whofe  Wrath  the  wood-born  Savage  dies  j 
Ye  Powers,  to  whom  with  ceafelefc  Pmife 
A  grateful  World  its  Homage  pays, 
Let  our  Prayer,  our  Prayer  be  heard, 
Now  in  this  folemn  Hour  prefer'd, 
When  by  the  Sibyl's  dread  Command, 
Of  fpotlefs  Maids  a  chofen  Train, 
Of  fpodefs  Youths  a  chofen  Band, 
To  all  our  guardian  Gods  uplift  the  hallow'd  Strain. 

CHORUS 


69.  Si  by  Him  •verfus.]  The  firft  Woman,  who  pronounced 
the  Delphic  Oracles,  was  called  Sibylla,  and  her  Succeflbrs 
were   from   her   named  Sibyls.     It  is  not  pofiible,  fuch  is 
that  Diverfity  with  which  Authors  fpeakof  them,  to  afcer- 
taia  their  Number.     The  common  Opinion  is,  that  there 
were  ten  of  them,  at  leaft  there  were  ten  more  famous. 
The  pretended  Books  of  thefe  Oracles  at  prefent  are  thought 
fiditicus,  and  Cicero  judged  in  the  lame  Manner  of  thofe 
in  his  Time. 

70.  Virgines  ltflas.~\  Thefe  two  Epithets  letius  and  caflus 
muft  be  applied  equally  to  the  two  Choirs ;  buf  the  Poet 
hath  chofen  to  join  ca/tus  to  puer,  becaufe  the  Meaning  of 
this  Epithet  is  included  in  the  Word  Virgo.     The  Youth, 
who  fung  the  fecular  Poom,  ought  not  only  to  be  of  diftin- 
guilhed  Quality,  but  alfo  fuch  as  were  patrinri  and  matrimi, 
whofe  Parents  were  yet  living,  aad  who  had  been  married 
with  the  Ceremony  called  confarreatio. 

B  b  a 
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.7  j; CHORUS  PUER-ORUM. 
Alm«  Sol,  curru  nitido  diem  qui 
Promis  &  celas,  aliufque  &  idem 
Nafceris,  poffis  nihil  urbe  Roma  75 

tf-r  <•'-' 

Vifere  majus. 

CHORUS  PUELIARUM. 
Rifc  matures  aperire  partus 
LCIMS  Ilithyia,  tuere  matres  ? 
Sive  tu  Lucina  probas  vocari, 

Seu  Genetyllis.  80 

Diva,  producas  fobolem  ;  Patrtimque 
Profpcres  dccreta  fuper  jugandis 
Feminis,  proliique  nova  feraci 

I/cge  marita  ; 

UTERQUE 


"  JJ. 'Atmt  Sft. ]-ft  was  a  fonerftitious  Cuftom  of  the  Hea- 
thens in  their  Hyn.ns,  to  give  the  Gods  all  their  different 
Names,  for  tear  of  omitting  arty  that  might  be  more  agree- 
able. In  this  Piece,  the  Boys  call  the  Son  of  Latona,  Pbaeie, 
alnit  So!,  Apallo,  4rgur,  dctjrus  areu,  accept;.}  noi-em  Ca»:enis  ; 
and  the  Girls  call  the  Sifter  of  this  God  I/it/yia,  Lucina, 
'/>.•;.•")///,  j'^frum  rrg:na,  Dimiii  and  Luna. 

78.  I/ittjia.']  The  Sibylline  Oracle  mentions  the  lUthyitc ; 
fofi  JHTC  JUthjtas  jlacrto  fnfferas  bcflii  ;  and  Suidas  fpcaks 
of  many  Gtretylici,  GcnetjHiaas  Dian-r  comites  dicunt  jartuum 
}r,rfides.  The  Ancients  acknowledged  more  than  one  Lu- 
cina ;  Parch  &  Lufinis,  fays  Zofimus. 

Thefe  three  Names  fortified  the  fame  Office,  and  were 
common  to  all  the  Codde/Tcs,  who  prefided  over  Births ; 
but  they  arc  given  particularly  to  Diana,  becaufe  fhe  had 
the  Sovereign  Authority 

80.  G<.;ierj.'!is>]  The  ufual  Reading  is  geartt/is,  but  we 
cannot  hnd  any  Author,  who  ufes  the  Word  in  the  Senfe, 
"which  it  hath  in  this  Place.  Genetyllis  is  a  Greek  Word, 
derived  from  yi*^*;,  nativitaj,  and  our  Author,  fays  Dofto 

Beads? 
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CHORUS  OF  -YOUTHS. 
Fair  Sun,  who  with  unchanging  Beam    • 
Rifmg  another,  and  the  fame, 

Canft  from  thy  beamy  Car  unfold 

The  glorions  Day, 
Or  hide  it  in  thy  fetting  Ray, 
Of  Light  and  Life  immortal  Source, 
May'ft  Thou,  in  all  thy  radiant  Courfe, 
Nothing  more  great  than  feven-hill'd  Rome  behold. 

CHORUS  OF  VIRGINS. 
Goddefs  of  the  natal  Hour, 
Or  if  other  Name  more  dear, 

Propitious  Power, 
Can  charm  your  Ear, 
Our  pregnant  Matrons  gracious  hear  : 
With  lenient  Hand  their  Pangs  compofe, 

Heal  their  agonizing  Throes ; 
Give  the  fpringing  Birth  to  Light, 

And  with  every  genial  Grace, 
Prolific  of  an  endlefs  Race, 

Oh  !  crown  our  Marriage-Laws,  and  blefs  the  nuptial 
Ritej 

CHORUS 


Bentley,  feems  particularly  to  have  affecled  the  Ufe  of  Greek 
Names  in  this  Poem.  Ilitbyia  ,and  Agyieus. 

83.  Feraci  lege  marital]  Marita  feminas  lege  ferad  no^iee 
prolii,  Marry  our  Women,  in  Virtue  of  the  new  Law  made 
in  their  Favour ;  or,  as  the  Words  may  be  explained,  Et 
profperes  decreta  fupra  marlta  lege,  qu.<e  ferax  ejl  nov<£  pro/is. 
Mr.  Sanadon  prefers  the  firfl  Explication,  and  there  is  litcie 
Difference  in  the  Senfe. 

In  the  Year  736,  Auguftus  made  a  Law  de  .maritandiis 

ordinibus,   in  which  .he  propofed   Rewards  to    thofe  who 

would  marry,  and  Punifhments  or  Fines  for  thofe  who  con« 

B  b  3  tinued 
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UTERQUE  CHORUS. 
Ccrtus  undenos  decies  per  annos 
Orb  is  ut  cantus  referatque  ludos, 
Tcr  die  claro,  totiefque  grata 
No&e  frequentes. 


Vpfquc 


tinued  in  Celibacy.  In  762,  he  made  another  Law,  by  the 
Confuls  Marcos  Papius  Mutilus,  amj  Quintus  Poppeu*  Se- 
cundus.  1  he  firft  called  the  Julian  ;  the  fecond,  the  P  apian 
Law.  They  were  intended  to  icftore  to  Rome  the  Number 
of  her  Citizens,  which  had  been  greatly  leflened  during  the 
civil  Wars ;  yet  Augullus  only  revived  thofc  ancient  Ordi- 
nances, which  exprefly  commanded  the  Cenlbrs  not  to  per- 
mit the  Citizens  to  live  unmarried.  Ccrlibtt  ejfc  frcbitcnto. 
Thefe  Laws  as  equally  regarded  Men  as  Women  ;  but  the 
Choir  of  Virgins  naturally  mention  that  Sex  alone  of  which, 
they  themfelvcs  are  a  Part. 

85.  Utulrnoi  dnies  per  trnnos.']  There  were  among  the  Latins 
two  Opinions  concerning  the  Duration  of  an  Age.  Before 
the  Time  of  Auguftus  it  reckoned  exactly  an  hundred  Year*, 
and  the  Sibylline  Oracle,  which  then  fubfifted,  jnaikcd  pre- 
eifely  the  fame  Number.  The  fifth  feoular  Games  gave 
Occafion  to  a  new  Opinion  Auguftus,  perfuaded  that  it 
was  of  great  Confequence  to  the  State  not  to  omit  the 
Celebration  of  this  Feftival.  gave  Order  to  the  Sibylline 
Prisfts  to  confult  at  what  Time  of  the  current  Age  it  ought 
V>  be  reprefented  They,  perceiving  that  it  had  been  neg- 
ie&ed  in  705  under  Julius  Czfar,  were  anxious  to  find  fome 
Way  of  covering  their  Fault,  that  they  might  not  be  thought 
anfwerable  for  all  the  Calamities  of  the  civil  War.  Three 
Things  made  their  Impollure  eafy.  They  were  the  folc 
Depofitarics  of  the  Sibylline  Books ;  the  World  was  not  in 
general  agreed  opon  the  Year,  by  which  the  Games  (hould 
be  regulated ;  and  it  was  divided  even  upon  the  Date  of 
thofe  in  which  they  had  formerly  been  celebrated.  The 
friefc  4*4  *K)t  fail  to  take  Advantage  of  this  Diverfity  of 

Sentiments 
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CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS  AND  VIRGINS. 
That  when  the  circling  Years  complete 
Again  this  awful  Seafbn  bring  ; 
Thrice  with  the  revolving  Light, 
Thrice  beneath  the  Shades  of  Night, 
In  countlefs  Bands  our  youthful  Choirs  may  fing 
Thefe  feflal  Hymns,  thefe  pious  Games  repeat. 

Ye 


Sentiments  to  flatter  Auguftus,  by  perfuading  him  that  the 
fecular  Year  regularly  fell  upon  737.  To  this  purpofc  they 
published  Commentaries  upon  the  Sibylline  Books,  in  which 
they  proved  by  the  very  Words  of  the  Sibyl  (although  with 
fome  Alteration  from  their  ancient  Reading)  that  an  Age 
ought  to  contain  an  hundred  and  ten  Ye:irs,  and  not  an 
hundred  only. 

The  Authority  of  thefe  Priefts,  being  infinitely  refpeckd 
by  a  fuperftitious  People,  inftantly  put  thib  Falfhood  into  the 
Place  of  Truth,  without  any  Perfon's  daring  to  contradict 
it,  fmce  it  was  forbidden,  upon  Pain  of  Death,  to  com- 
municate the  Books  of  the  Sibyls.  The  Prince,  charmed  to 
fee  that  the  Gods  had  referved  to  his  Time  the  Celebration 
pf  fo  great  a  Feltival,  immediately  fupported  the  Impofture 
by  Kis  Edi&s  to  authorife  the  Difcovery  of  the  rriefts. 
Whether  in  Flattery,  or  Credulity,  the  Poet  gave  himfel'f 
to  the  public  Opinion  ;  and  indeed  he  mutt,  with  a  very 
bad  Grace,  have  followed  the  ancient  Syltem  in  a  Poem 
compofed  by  Order  of  Augufljns,  and  fung  in  the  Prefence 
of  that  Prince,  and  of  the  Priefts,  in  the  Name  of  the 
whole  Empire. 

86.  Cantris  rrferaique  ludos.']  In  fa£l  many  different  Hymns 
were  fung  ;  many  different  Games  were  celebrated.     The 
foetus  Expreffion  is  therefore  perfectly  correct,  ter  referat 
cantus. 

87.  Grata  nefte.]  The  C'oolnefs  of  the  Night  gave  a  nevy 
Pieafure  to  their  Shows,  without  mentioning  their  Illumina- 
tions in  the  Temples,  public  Places,  and  Gardens.     We 
may  believe  that  the  Defcription  of  thofe  artificial  Fires  in 
Claudian,  upon  the  fixth  Confulate  of  Honorius,  is  not  lefs 
agreeable  to  the  fecular  Feftival,  than  to  the  Games  of  the 
Circus. 

Bb4 
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Vofque  veraces  ccciniflc,  Parcze, 

Quod  femel  di&um  eft,  ftabilifque  rerum  9£ 

Terminus  fervet,  bona  jam  peraclis 

Jungite  fatrf. 

Fertilis  frugum  pecorifque  tellus 
Spicea  donet  Ccrerem  corona  : 
Nutriant  foetus  £  aqu:e  falubrc,>,  95 

Et  Jovis  aurae. 

CHORUS  PUERORUM. 
Condito  mitis  placidufquc  telo 
Supplices  audi  pueros,  Apollo  i 

CHORUS  PUELLARUM. 
$iderum  regina  bicornis  audi 

Luna  puellas.  1 00 

UTERQUB 


.  89.  Vfjque  veratei  ttcini/e  Parca^  The  Sibyl  had  com- 
manded, that  Sacrifices  of  Lambs  and  She-Goats  fiiould  be 
pJFcred  to  the  Parca;  the  firft  Night  of  the  Feflival ;  Nex 
qttando  fu£eri;cnerit,  fole  ubjiondentt  fuam  luctm,  facrificato 
yiiiniitm  geiteratrfdhus  Parch  agnos  (if  copras. 

T  he  Ancients  were  perfuadcd  that  the  Parcae  regulated 
the  Deftinies  of  Mortals  in  the  Moment  of  their  Birth,  and 
that  what  they  once  pronounced  was  immutable  and  cer- 
tain. Hence  their  Epithet  *veracet,  and  in  another  Ode 
Pare  a  r.cn  ir.endax.  They  arc  introduced  here  as  Attendant* 
and  Afiiftunts  of  Diana  in  the  Hoar  of  Birth. 

93.  ¥ cr tlli s  frugum ^\  Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than 
this  Image  of  the  Earth  crowning  Ceres  with  Corn,  to 
(hew  the  Abundance  of  Harveft.  The  Sibylline  Verfe» 
mention  the  Sacrifices  offered  to  Earth ;  a  Boar  and  a  black 
Spw;  item^ue  lerrer  feraci  porau  &  Jus  maclttur  aigra;  and 

Zofunus 


THE  SECULAR  P.OIM. 
Ye  Fates,  from  whom  unerring  flows 

The  Word  of  Truth  ;  whofe  firm  Decree 
Its  ftated  Bounds  and  Order  knows;-  : 

Wide-fpreading  through  Eternity-^  :i- 
With  guardian  Care  around  us  wait, 
And  with  fucceffive  Glories  crown  the  State. 
'    Let  Earth  her  various  Fruitage  yield, 

Her  living  Verdure  fpread, 
And  form,  amid  the  waving  Field, 

A  fheafy  Crown  for  Ceres'  Head  ; 
Fall  genial  Showers,  and  o'er  our  fleecy  Care 
May  Jove  indulgent  breathe  his  purcft  Air. 

CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS. 
Phoebus,  whofe  kindly  Beams  impart 
Health  and  Gladnefs  to  the  Heart, 
While  in  its  Quiver  lies  the  peftjjential  Dart, 
Thy  youthful  Suppliants  hear  : 

CHORUS  OF  VIRGINS. 
Queen  of  the  Stars,  who  rul'ft  the  Night 
In  horned  Majefly  of  Light, 

to  thy  Virgins  a  propitious  Ear. 

CHORUS 


Zofimus  reckons  Ceres  in  the  Number  of  the  Divinities, 
who  fhared  the  Honours  of  this  Feitival ;  Cereri,  U  i-:ti 
fatri,  £5  Proferfin/e. 

99.  Sidtrum  regina  bicornisj]  This  Poem  was  fung,the  firft 
Nights  of  the  new  Moon,  as  appears  by  this  Verfe  and  the 
)ii»ndred  thirty-fourth. 


Roma  fi  veftrum  eft  PPMS, 
Litus  Etrufcum  teimcre  turmse, 
Julia  pars  mutare  lares  &  urbcjn 

Sofpite  curfu : 

Cui  per  ardentern  fine  fraude  Trojajp  105 

Caftus  ^Eneas  patriz  fuperftcs, 
Liberum  munivit  i(er>  daturus 

Plura  relictis  ; 

Di  probos  mvrcs  docili  juver*act 
Di  fenecluti  placidz  quietem,  n  * 

Romulz  genti  date  remque  prolemque 

Et  decus  omnc. 

Quique  vos  bobus  vencratur  albis, 
Clarus  Anchifae  Vcnerifque  fanguis, 
Imperet  bcliante  prior  jarentem  1 1 5. 

Lenis  in  hoftem. 

Jam 


\o\.  Roma  Jt>vfjlr»*  eft  ofus.]  Thefr  Words  are  to  be 
referred  to  all  the  Deities,  v,ho  had  been  already  in- 
voked,  and  who  had  contributed  to  the  Foundation  or 
Grandeur  of  the  Roman  Empire.  But  the  Poet  particularly 
means  Apollo  and  Diana,  by  whofc  Order  the  Trojans  had 
been  fettled  in  Italy. 

109.  Di  probes  mores.-]  It  is  fufficient  for  private  Perfons, 
that  You*  fliould  be  educated  in  Principles  of  Virtue,  and 
that  Age  fooujd  enjoy  its  lail  Days  in  Tranquillity  ;  but  a 
State  requires  Wealth,  Subjcfts,  and  Glory.  This  Diftinc- 
tion  u  well  fupported,  but  the  Prayw  would  hare  been 
jnore  proper  for  the  Manners  of  ancient  Rome. 


. 

113.  9yji*  vu  M«,  &c.]    AuguAu*  was  prcfent   ard 
rfonally  oftred  Sacrifices  to  Jupiter,  Apollo,  and  Diana. 
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CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS  AND  VIRGINS, 
If,  ye  Gods,  the  Roman  State 

Was  form'd  by  your  immortal  Power, 
Or  if,  tq  change  th'  imperial  Seat, 

And  pther  Deities  adore, 
Beneath  your  Guidance  the  Dardanian  Hoft 
Pour'd  forth  their  Legions  on  the  Tufcan  Coaft; 

For  whom  JEneas,  through  the  Fire, 

In  which  he  faw  his  Troy  expire, 
A  Paflage  open'd  to  an  happier  Clime, 

Where  they  might  nobler  Triumphs  gain, 
And  to  never-ending  Time, 

With  boundlefs  Empire  reign. 

Ye  Gods,  inform  our  docile  Youth 

With  early  Principles  of  Truth  ; 

Ye  Gods,  indulge  the  vraning  Days 

Of  filver'd  Age  with  placid  Eafe, 

And  grant  to  Rome  an  endlefs  Race, 
Treafures  immenfe,  and  eveiy  facred  Grace. 
The  Prince,  who  owes  to  Beauty's  Queen  his  Birth, 
Who  bids  the  fnowy  Victim's  Blood 
Pour  forth  to  Day  its  purple  Flood, 

Oh  !  may  He  glorious  rule  the  conquer'd  Earth  i 
But  yet  a  milder  Glory  fhow 

Jn  Mercy  to  the  proftrate  Foe, 

_  Already 

115.  Imferet  bellante  prior,  &c.]  The  Conftraction  is  re- 
markable. Prior  fignifies  prius,  potms  ;  and  bellans  is  op- 
pofed  to  lenis.  Atguftitt  knis  imperet  friar  feipjb  iellaxtg,  is 
to  be  conftrwcd,  Aagujius  iiaferet  petiitt  farcendo  bafti  fubjetla, 
ytnm  debfllando 
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Jam  rnari  terraque  manus  potentcs 
Medus',  Albanafque  timet  fecures  : 
Jam  Scythas  refponfa  petunt,  fuperbi 

Nuper  &  Indi.  1 20 

Jam  Fides,  &  Pax,  &  Honos  Pudorquc 
Prifcus,  &  negle&a  redire  Virtus 
Audet  i  apparetque  beata  pleno 

Copia  cornu. 

CHORUS  P'-ERORUM.    . 

Augur  &  fulgente  decorus  arcii  1 25 

Phoebus,  acceptufquc  novem  Camenis,./j  y\  ;-,"//. 
Qui  falutari  levat  arte  feflbs 

Corporis  artus, 

Si  Palatinas  videt  aequus  arces,  0  „,,, 
Remque  Romanam,  Latiumquc  ftlix,  130 

Alterum  in  luftrum  mcliufciuc  fcmper 

»3.f>-r7  rurw^A  : 


,  tit.  fudor prifcui.]  The  Law,  which  Auguftus  made  for 
the  Celebration  of  thefe  Games,  gives  us  an  Example  of 
his  Attention  to  regulating  the  public  Manners.  He  not 
only  ordered,  that  the  three  nights  ftiould  be  obfervcd  with 
all  Doffible  Decency,  but  forbad  that  -any  young  Perfon  of 
either  Sex  ftiould  appear  at  the  nofturnal  Ceremonies,  ex- 
cept they  were  accompanied  by  their  Relations,  who  were 
of  Age  to  watch  over  their  Actions,  and  anfwered  for  their 
Condud.  But  the  Poet  had  in  View  particularly  thofe 
Laws,  which  Augullus  eflablifhed  the  Year  before  for  En- 
couragement of  Chaftity  and  Marriage.  Dt  Pudlcitia ;  de 
maritandli  ordinibus. 

125.  d*gur  &  fulgente,  &c.]  Torrcntius  obferves  that 
Horace  had  collected,  in  thefe  four  Veries,  the  four  princi- 
pal Attributes  of  Apollo  -,  Divination,  Archery,  Muuc,  and 

" 
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Already  the  fierce  Mede  his  Arms  reveres, 
Which  wide  extend  th'  imperial  Sway, 
And  bid  th'  unwilling  World  obey  ; 
The  haughty  Indian  owns  his  Fears, 
'•    And  Scythians,  doubtful  of  their  Doom, 
Await  the  dread  Refolves  of  Rome. 

Faith,  Honour,  Peace,  celeftial  Maid, 
And  Modefty,  in  ancient  Guife  array'd, 
And  Virtue  (with  unhallow'd  Scorn 
Too  long  neglected)  now  appear, 
While  Plenty  fills  her  bounteous  Horn, 

And  pours  her  Bleffings  o'er  the  various  Year. 

CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS. 
If  the  prophetic  Power  divine, 
Fam'd  for  the  golden  Bow,  and  quiver'd  Dart, 

Who  knows  to  charm  the  liftening  Nine, 
And  feeble  Mortals  raife  with  healing  Art  j 
Jf  He  with  gracious  Eye  furvey  the  Towers, 
Where  Rome  his  Deity  adores, 
Oh  !  let  each  jEra  flill  prefage 

Increafe  cf  Happinefs  from  Age  to  Age ; 

CHORUS 


131.  Alterum  in  luftrumJ]  Lujlrum  was  an  expiatory  Cere- 
mony, which  returned  every  five  Years,  and  was  conftantly 
celebrated  in  the  lecular  Year.  dE<vum  is  ufed  for  fectifutn, 
and  as  an  Age  confifted  of  twenty  Luftra,  the  Poet  intreats 
the  Gods  to  raife  the  Glory  of  the  Roman  Empire  from 
Luftrum  to  Luftrum,  from  Age  to  Age.  He  hath  exprefled 
in  Verfe  the  Form  of  Prayer  ufed  on  thofe  Occasions,  ut 
Diifopuli  Romani  res  major e$}  amfliorefque  facer ent. 
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CHORUS  PUELLARUM. 
Quaequc  Aventinmn  tenet  Algidumque, 
Quindecim  Diana  preces  virorum 
Curet,  &  votis  pucroruoi  arnicas  135 

Applicot  aures. 

UTERQOE  CHORUS. 
H.TC  Jovem  (entire  Decfque  cunctos, 
Spem  bonam  cortamque  domum  reporto, 
Do&us  &  Phcebi  chorus  &  Dianas 

Dicere  laudcs.  140 


134.  QifituUcim  vin>r»m.]  The  Oracles,  in  which  the 
Roman  Empire  was  concerned,  were  anciently  put  into  a 
Coffer  or  Stone,  and  depolited  in  a  fubtcrraneous  Place  in 
the  Capitol.  They  were  intruded  to  the  Care  of  two  Priefls 
called  Dutimvin  faervnm,  whofe  principal  Bufineft  was  to 
confult  thofc  Books  in  all  Occafiofls  of  the  State,  bat  never 
without  a  Decree  of  the  Senate.  Tarquin  added  two  Of- 
ficers, maintained  at  the  public  Expence,  to  aflift  and  watch 
over  them  in  their  Mmiftry.  In  388,  were  added  eight 
Pricfts  to  the  two  firft,  and  the  Number  was  afterwards 
augmented  to  fifteen,  from  whence  they  were  called  Decem- 
viri and  Quindecem-viri,  which  laft  Name  remained  when 
they  were  multiplied  to  forty,  and  even  to  fixty.  Cxfar 
added  a  fixtcenth,  and  the  Senate  permitted  Augullus  to  en- 
large the  Number  as  he  pleafcd. 

The  Capitol  having  been  burned  in  6;  t ,  the  Sibylline 
Books  perifhed  in  the  Fire.  Sylla  rebuilt  the  Capitol,  and 
the  Senate  fent  three  Deputies  into  Ionia  to  collrft  whatever 
Verfes  of  the  Sibyl  Eritria  Tradition  had  prckTred,  v.hi~h 
were  almoft  a  thoufand.  Augulius  gathered,  in  Afia  minor, 
in  the  Iflands  of  the  ^£gean  Sea,  in  Africa,  and  the  Colo- 
nies of  Italy,  more  than  two  thoufand  Volumes  of  Gret k 
and  Latin  Verfes,  which  paflcd  under  the  Names  of  the 
Sibyls ;  and  after  having  burned  all  that  the  Priefts  judged 
apochryphal,  He  placed  them,  with  thole  which  he  took 

out 
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CHORUS  OF  VIRGINS. 
Oh  !  m»y  Diana,  on  thefe  favourite  Hills 
Whofe  diffufive  Prefence  fills 
Her  hallow'd  Fane, 
Propitious  deign 
Our  holy  Priefts  to  hear, 
And  to  our  Youth  incline  her  willing  Ear. 

CHORUS  OF  YOUTHS  AND  VIRGINS. 
Lo  !  We  the  chofen,  youthful  Choir, 
Taught  with  harmonious  Voice  to  raife 
Apollo's  and  Diana's  Praife, 
In  full  and  certain  Hope  retire, 
That  all  th'aflembled  Gods,  and  fovereign  Jove 
Thefe  pious  Vows,  thefe  choral  Hymns  approve. 


out  of  the  Capitol,  under  the  Bafe  of  Apollo's  Statue,  in 
the  Temple  which  he  had  ereded  to  that  God.  They  con- 
tinued in  this  State  to  the  Times  of  Honorius,  who  ordered 
Stiliconto  burn  all  that  remained  of  thefe  pretended  Sibylline 
Verfes. 

It  is  with  a  fenfible  Pleafure  I  am  convinced,  that  I  have 
not  made  any  confiderable  Alteration  in  this  Poem,  of 
which  the  Learned  and  the  Critical  have  not  before  me 
perceived  the  NeccfSty.  I  have  followed  their  Doubts; 
urged  forward  their  Conjeaurcs ;  endeavoured  to  lighten 
their  Difficulties,  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  in  advancing  in 
the  Ways  which  They  opened  to  me,  I  have  been  happy 
enough  to  form,  in  their  natural  Order,  the  different  Parts 
•f  this  Poem,  which  before  were  broken,  and  unconnected. 

SANAPOH. 


The  END  of  the  SICOND  VOLUME. 
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